ORIGIN OF THE NATIONAL LIBRARY OF INDIA 
DAYS OF THE CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY 


FOREWORD 


Rabindranath Tagore's seminal contribution to the Bengali language and literature, apart 
from his many-faceted genius, is a well-known fact. But few of us know that his grandfather, 
Prince Dwarkanath Tagore, was one of the founder proprietors of the Calcutta Public Library, the 
nucleus of the present-day National Library. Calcutta already had the libraries of the Asiatic 
Society and the Bar Club when the Calcutta Public Library opened on 21" March 1836, but these 
were inaccessible to the public. The Calcutta Public Library, on the other hand, was open to all, 
irrespective of caste, colour or nationality. As it grew into a depository library, it became the first 
public library of its kind, under the patronage of successive Governor-Generals, Viceroys, and 
Lieutenant-Governors of Bengal. Even the Maharaja of Travancore was a proprietor of this library 
and books were sent to any part of India where there was a railhead. 


Lord Curzon, the then Governor-General of India, was aware of the treasure of the Calcutta 
Public Library and amalgamated it with the Imperial Library to form the new Imperial Library. The 
Imperial Library was formed in 1891 by combining a number of Secretariat libraries, the most 
important being the library of East India College, Fort William, and the library of the East India 
Board in London. The new Imperial Library formally opened to the public on 30" January 1903 at 
Metcalfe Hall, Calcutta. Its aims and objectives, as defined in a Notification in the 'Gazette of 
India’ was to build'a library of reference, a working place for students and a repository of materials 
for the future historians of India, in which, so far as possible, every work written about India, at any 
time, can be seen and read.’ 


The Imperial Library became the National Library in 1948 and the National Library of India 
in 1976. And since then, it has grown rapidly with collections of Sir Asutosh Mukherjee, Sir 
Jadunath Sircar, Professor Surendranath Sen, and many others. The Library's collection of 
Chinese, Russian, Japanese and other classical language books 1s equally precious. It was, 
however, unfortunate that no important studies had been made on this unique institution of 
historical and national importance. 


I am happy to note that this long-felt need of scholars and students has now been fulfilled, 
significantly in the Library's Centenary Year, with the publication of the Origin of the National 
Library of India: Days of the Calcutta Public Library. This important work has been completed by 
none other than P Thankappan Nair, who has spent a lifetime researching and writing about 
Calcutta. Annotated and illustrated with numerous photographs and original documents, Shri 
Nair's is the first work of its kind and I hope it will go a long way to throw light on the history of 
India's premier library as a cultural and educational centre. 


O.P.Kejariwal 
Chairman 
Board of Management 
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INTRODUCTION 


The Centenary celebration of the National Library began on 1“ February 2003 in the 
Library premises by the release of a brochure 'Metcalfe to Belvedere’ followed by inauguration of 
a pictorial exhibition of the Library, which depicted where it was housed, functioned during these 
long years and served its readers. Series of events took place during the yearlong celebration. All 
these events were organized to create an awareness of the Library as a cultural centre and an agent 
of continuing education. 


The role of libraries as we know, primarily is to spread and maintain education and culture. 
A resolution which was passed at a pubic meeting before the creation of the Calcutta Public 
Library in 1836 as a joint venture of the native Indians and Europeans was most significantly 
worded “...it is expedient and necessary to establish in Calcutta a Public Library of reference and 
circulation, that shall be open to all ranks and classes without distinction, and sufficiently 
extensive to supply the wants of the entire community in every department of literature...” 


Mahatma Gandhi in his message wrote, “I do not want my house to be walled in on all sides 
and my windows to be stuffed. I want cultures of all lands to be blown about my house as freely as 
possible. But I refuse to be blown off my feet by any.” 


Shri P Thankappan Nair is a senior reader of this Library who has always associated 
himself with the activities of the National Library. | am glad to know that he has made extensive 
study of this premier institution of learning. He has presented the Nationa! Library in its historical 
perspective and illustrated the work ORIGIN OF THE NATIONAL LIBRARY OF INDIA: 
Days of the Calcutta Public Library with numerous original documents, which will open new 
vistas for research. I am sure that the readers will find authentic and detailed information to 
complete knowledge about the library movement in this part of the world. 


Prof. Sudhendu Mandal 
Director 


PREFACE 


Travancore in the far south from where we hail, was the first place in India to sponsor a public library 
under State patronage in 1836, the very year in which the Calcutta Public Library opened its doors to the 
public on 21 March. The Calcutta Public Library was established on 20 August 1835 whereas the proposal 
for the Trivandrum Public Library was mooted by the British Resident Col. Edward Cadogan in 1829. 
Maharajah Swathi Thirunal (1812-1847), a celebrated composer, sanctioned a grant of Rs 1000/- on 14 
September 1836 for the library. The Trivandrum Public Library was opened to the public in 1847 with a 
constitution and rules, the State bearing the establishment charges. Travancore was also the first Princely 
State in India to have a well-organised library system in the 20th century, having a library even in every 
village to cater to the needs of the local community. 


Gramakshemam Vayanasala (Village Welfare Library) of Manjapra, the northernmost village of 
Travancore State to which place we belong was established in 1946 by the late M.K. Ramakrishnan Nair, 
with the assistance of our elder brother, C.P. Prabhakaran Nair. The late A. Raman Nair gave two rooms to 
the Library free of cost in the centre of the village. We worked in the village library as an honorary part-time 
assistant from 1951 to 1955 after our matriculation. We could make use of our college (St. Anthony’s) 
library and the State Central Library, Assam, at Shillong in 1957-1962. We have been making use of the 
National Library since 1962 when we returned to Calcutta. 


The news of the centenary celebration of the National Library was broken to us in September 2002 
by our friend Sk. Mazharul Islam, now in charge of the Reader Services of the National Library of India, and 
Dr Shyamal Kanti Chakravarti, the then Director of the Library, was keen to have a book about the library, 
to mark the celebrations. Up to now, the origin of the National Library has not been well documented as 
there is not a good study of the Calcutta Public Library, the first public library in India, if not in the world, 
working on self-financing principle. The Calcutta Public Library was a depository of all publications of the 
various Governments in India and some of the forcign countries since its establishment. The proprictors or 
shareholders included even the Maharajah of Travancore. Books were sent to any part of India where there 
was a railway station. The role played by the Calcutta Public Library in the Library Movement in India is 
not well-known and we have tried to trace it with the help of the Library’s own as well as contemporary 
records. The Calcutta Public Library was a real public library open to all from any part of the world. The 
National Library has not only inherited everything related to the Calcutta Public Library but also its lending 
function which makes the National Library of India a dual purpose institution. We could pick up at least 300 
books from the collection of the Calcutta Public Library, the only copies of which in India are now in the 
National Library. The Origin of the National Library of India : Days of the Calcutta Public Library, we are 
sure, will be welcomed by all as it opens new vistas in the library movement of India. 


Mere words are inadequate to acknowledge the help of our friends among whom we include Dr 
Shyamal Kanti Chakravarti, Dr R. Ramachandran (Principal Library & Information Officer) and Sk. 
Mazharul Islam (Library & Information Officer) of the National Library of India. We could not make use of 
the vast knowledge of Shri .M.N. Nagaraj, former Deputy Librarian of the National Library, as he was out of 
station when this work was taken up. Shri Ashim Mukhopadhyay, Library & Information Assistant of the 
main Reading Room of the National Library, deserves mention for locating some books relating to our work 
which were wrongly labelled years ago. 


Shri Benoy Bhushan Roy, former Librarian of Calcutta University’s South-East Asia Study Centre 
and Professor Sunil Kumar Chatterjee of Carey Library, Serampore College, were very helpful in locating 
some materials for us for our work. Shri Amarnath Chatterjee of Konnagar Public Library also deserves to 


be remembered on this occasion. 


The work on the book was taken up in September 2002 and it had to be finished before December. 
Shortage of timc had put some constraints on the work, as a result of which there are shortcomings for which 


readers are to bear with us. 


Madathiparambil House, 

CHENDAMANGALAM, 683512 

Dist. Ernakulam, Kerala. 

Camp : 82/c Kansaripara P. T. Nair 
Road, Kolkata - 700 025 

1 March 2004 
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Appendix—6, Peary Chand Mittra (by S.M. In Calcutta Review, vol. 120. 


No. 240, 1905, pp. 237-260 edited by P.T. Nair with Notes and References) 
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ORIGIN OF INDIA’S NATIONAL LIBRARY 


Dwarkanath Tagore’ in marble, greets the visitors to Belvedere, the home of the National Library of 
India’. This prince among the merchants of the 19th-century India was the grandfather of Nobel! laureate 
Rabindranath Tagore. Dwarkanath’ was one of the chief promoters of the Calcutta Public Library in 1835 
which was transferred to the Government of India to form the nucleus of the Imperial Library. 
Debendranath Tagore, who became a proprietor or shareholder of the Calcutta Public Library in 1849 by the 
transfer of the share of Dwarkanath Tagore, after his death on August 1, 1846, held his share till 1902 and he 
was entitled to borrow not more than 12 volumes from the Imperial Library at any time during his lifetime 
which lasted till 19 January 1905. Poet Rabindranath Tagore was entitled to read books in the Calcutta 
Public Library and the Imperial Library, till 1905 as his father Debendranath, had been the oldest proprietor 
of the Calcutta Public Library for more than 53 years. Debendranath‘ was one of the proprietors who 
received Rs.500 for his share in the Calcutta Public Library besides enjoying his privileges in the Imperial! 
Library. The Tagores of Jorasanko (Dwarkanath and his descendants) and Pathuriaghata (elder branch 
represented by Prosonno Coomar Tagore’ and others) were proprietors of the Calcutta Public Library ever 
since its establishment in 1835 and no wonder for the most distinguished among the citizens of Calcutta in 
the 19th century. The Rules of the Imperial Library, opened to the public on 30 January 1903 at 4.30 P.M., 
stated : ‘(IV). Any of the proprietors of the former Calcutta Public Library shall be entitled when resident in 
Calcutta to take out books from among those transferred from that Library to the Imperial Library, subject to 
the restriction that he shall not take out more than six works (up to a limit of 12 volumes) ata time” 


The name of the Imperial Library was changed to ‘National Library’ in 1948 and it was shifted from 
5, Esplanade East to Belvedere. The formal ceremonial opening of the National Library at Belvedere was 
performed by Maulana Abul Kalam Azad’, the then Union Education Minister, on 1 February 1953. The 
Lending Rules of the National Library made provision for lending books to the proprietors of the former 
Calcutta Public Library, limited to twelve volumes’. “Any proprietor of the Calcutta Public Library shall be 
entitled, when resident in Calcutta, to take out books from among those transferred from that Library to the 
National Library, subject to the restriction that he shall not have in his possession at any time more than six 
works or twelve volumes’. Thus, even 50 years after the transfer of the Calcutta Public Library to the 
Government to form the Imperial Library and its metamorphosis into the National Library of India, its 
proprietors continue to enjoy their privileges ! The Calcutta Public Library is the parent organisation of the 
Imperial Library and the National Library of India. Prince Dwarkanath Tagore, the first Indian to promote 
the Calcutta Public Library and the first to donate Rs.500 towards its funds’, has his presence in a marble 
bust” at the entrance of the Reading Room of the National Library of India as a matter of right and 
inspiration to generation of readers to come. If Poet Rabindranath Tagore’s name is an honoured one in the 
literature of the world, the credit should go to his grandfather, Dwarkanath, whose vision was far reaching. 


The credit for transforming the Calcutta Public Library to the Imperial Library goes to Lord 
Curzon" (George Nathaniel, first Baron Curzon of Keddleston), Viceroy and Governor-General of India. 
Lord Curzon amalgamated the Imperial Secretariat Library (Imperial Record Office Library at the 
Secretariat) with the Calcutta Public Library to form the new Imperial Library, open to the public without 
any distinction. 
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ane was the first librarian of the Impenal Library ( 1903-1906) and he 1s 
commemorated at the entrance to the Reading Room of the National Library by a tablet’ J A Chapman 
was the Librarian of the Impenal Library for 19 years When Lord Curzon established the Imperial 
Library, Calcutta was the capital of the British Empire The Calcutta Public Library could grow to its 
stature as it was functioning in the capital of British India The shifting of the capital to New Delhi in 1912 
raised the demand for locating the Imperial Library 1n that ancient city But the Imperial Library or, for 
that matter, the National Library cannot be shifted to any place other than Calcutta as it 1s the statutory 
hability of the Government to keep it in Calcutta under the Imperial Library (Indenturcs Validation) Act, 
1902 ANotification m the Gazette of India sets forth the aims and obyects ofan Impertal Library thus" 


John Mactarl 


“The need of an Imperial Library in India which should be open to the use of the public has, for 
some time past, engaged the attention of the Governor-General-m-Council, who has been impressed by 
the limited character of the facilities for rescarch which are available to the student in this country The 
Imperial Library m the Civil Secietariat Buildings at Calcutta, formed a few years ago fiom the different 
Depaitmental Librarics, has proved of some service in this direction, and the marked increase in recent 
years in the number of persons making use of it affords satisfactory evidence of the appreciation which 
would be extended to an institution worthy of the name of an Imperial Library With the approval of the 
Secretary of State, the Governor-General-m-Council has accordingly decided to establish such a library 
at Calcutta, a suitable building has recently been acquired for 1ts accommodation, and the books and 
shelves of the Calcutta Public Library, which has long ccased to fulfil the intentions of its founders, have 
been purchased from the proprictors These arrangements were confirmed and validated by the Imperial 
Library Act, 1902 (lof 1902) The existing Imperial Library will form the nucleus of the new institution, 
which will be provided with Reading Rooms, public and private, as at the British Muscum and Bodlcian 
Libraries Jf 1s mtended that tt should be a library of reference, a working place for students and a 
reposttory of matertal for the future historians of India, in which, so far as possible, every work written 
about India at any time can be seen and read ” (Italics added) 


What made the library Imperial before Independence and what makes the library National today 1s 
not tts location, but the quality of its service to the people of India at large In this connection, we cannot 
help but quote Mr Chapman”, Librarian of the Imperial Library, the first champion to the cause of 
continuance of the Imperial Library in Calcutta, who wrote thus in 1922 


The other thing that we wish people to do for us, 15 to prevent effect being given to a proposal that has been made once and 
will no doubt be heard of again - the proposal that the Imperial Library should be moved to Delht That would be a wrong thing to 
do Ifit1s not to be done it can only by persuading people not to do it Those, first, who have made the proposal, and whose good 
intention in making it | should be the last to doubt and, secondly, those other members of the Legislative Assemblies without 
whose support and votes the proposal could not be carried That means persuading the educated public of India generally 


There are people who quite honestly think (it 1s true that they have not thought much about st) that a library simply cannot 
be the Imperial Library in India if tt 1s not at Delht. What makes a thing imperial, they think, ts preciscly its being at the capital 
That 1s notso Where a thing 1s counts in itself for nothing What counts 1s the services the thing renders If an institution serves a 
whole empire, itis imperial whether itbe an army a library, a geological zoological, tngonometrical, or other survey, or what 


Consider this There are admittedly imperial services in India when Calcutta was the capital Their headquarters were 
then in Calcutta, or if they were elsewhere, it was not at Delhi Did they all cease to be imperial, and become local, the moment 
Calcutta ceased to be the capital and will they remain local until their headquarters are set upat Delln Mostot them never willbe 
and possibly not one of them ever will be If being at Delhi was what made an institution in India imperial, then theie would be tio 
imperial institutions in India except such as the swect-shops of the Delhi bazars To pass on What made our library an imperial 
library from 1903 to 1911 was not its being in Calcutta, but its serving all India and it 1s because tt serves all India stil ri itis 


imperial It serves all India by sending its books all over India It serves all India by acquiring books on an imperial, not a local, 
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scale If it were only a question of money, that could be done as well in Delhi, but it 1s not only a question of moncy To acquire books 
on an imperial scale 1s a question of Anowledge as well as money There are so many books published in the world, that amounts 
even larger than our grants could be spent in getting books, not one of which would be of use to any one in India It would not even be 
a feat of Mephistophelean ingenuity, it could easily be done 


You must not look to find so much knowledge in the head of a librarian, or in the combined heads of the members of any 
library staff The librarian, 1f the right books are to be acquired, must be in such a position as that of the Chief Librarian of the British 
Museum, a man surrounded by carefully chosen representatives of the students of practically every subject that man 1s studying 
The Librarian of the Imperial Library 1s in very much sucha position, while the Inbrary remains in Calcutta, and he would be in much 
such a position, 1f it were removed to Bombay He would not be, if it were moved to Delhi, or to the middle of the Sahara desert It 
must not be moved to any place in which the hbrarian would not be in casy contact with such men as the professors of the Calcutta 
University and the Calcutta colleges, the officers of the Geological, Zoological, and other surveys the medical men the 
schoolmasters, and so on The circle required 15 even larger than that, for at any moment the man whom a librarian may want to 
consult may be a manufacturet, ora merchant 


Iris, too, not only in connexion with the acquisition of books that there must be men at hand for the librarian to consult He 
mustbe helped in an even more important thing, —the indexing of the books It ts amore important matter, and a much more difficult 
matter It 1s more important, because if the books in a hbrary are not indexed most of them will remain unread The people who 
would read them have no means of ascertaiming that they are there Itis more difficult, because it calls for so much more knowledge 
If the books ina library are mdexed, it must be largely with the help of volunteers The London Library Index was compiled with 
the help of such persons as Professor Ingram Bywater, Dr Adolphus Willtam Ward, Sir Courtenay Ibert Mr Frederic Hartson 
Miss Lee, Dr Cowley, Professor Bury and many others 


The argument having led me to the subject of the volunteer labou ina library without which indispensable work cannot be 
done, this 15 a good place in which to speak of volunteer labour that haidly belongs to that class There 15 always more work to be 
done in a hbrary than the permanent staff can get through It may not be work that must be done, but itis very valuable There is 
hardly anything that can be done in a library that does not prove of value to someone or another, and the number of possible things to 
do 15 almost infinity If they were all done by paid men, the cost would be more than could be borne, so your hbrarian 15 always 
looking about for volunteers 1doso Perhaps | have not done so in the past as much as I should have done But work has been donc 
in the Imperial Library by volunteers, and fam confident that more and more willbe done That ts, 1f the fibrary remains in Calcutta 
and is not transplanted to where there are not mam educated people Vhope thats not an unfarr description of Delhi 


Twill conclude with one more argument against the transfer of the Imperial Library to Delhi As] have said, 111s what an 
institution does and not where it 1s that makes it impenal So, apart from the acquisition and indexing of books and getting 
volunteer labour it may be said that it does not matter where an imperial brary 1s But whercven itis and it must be somewhere it 
will benefit the people of the locality most of all There 1s, then an obvious advantage im having tt ina large city in a densely 
populated province To put itatits very lowest —_ you want to get as good a return as possible for all the money spent on an imperial 
library The money ts provided by the whole empire You cannot have the library everywhere, so that no division of the people 
should benefit more than others Onc division must benefit most all Surely there 1s wisdom in making if the largest you can find? 
And when that division has been found, and the library has been long established among those people surely there 1s wisdom in 
leaving it alone? 


Some people will say, no doubt, that all this argument only means Mr Chapman does not want to live in Delhi himself [tis 
notso I should much prefer to live in Delhi 


The Richey’ Committee” (1926) appointed by the Government of India wanted that the Imperial 
Library should continue to be located m Calcutta The Committee, headed by JA Richey (Educational 
Commissioner with the Government of India, Chairman, R B Ramsbotham, member of the Impenal 
Library Council, JH Lindsay, Educational Secretary, Government of Bengal, and JG Bhandary, 
Accountant-General, Bengal, Secretary) assembled in Calcutta on 13 December 1926, and continued the 
work on three subsequent days They thoroughly discussed all matters concerning the future finance, 
location and administration of the Library Their main recommendations may be summarised as follows 


Functions: 1 The Imperial Library should be a library of reference, working place for students and a 
repository of material for the future histonans of India, in which, so far as possible, 
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every book written about India at any time can be seen and read. 


2. The Imperial Library should be a Copyright Library. 


3. The Imperial Library should be a Central Lending Library from which books 
should be available to persons engaged in any special study, in all parts of India. 


4. The Imperial character of the Library should be maintained, especially in the 
matter of selection of books, which should not be influenced by the interests of 


any locality. 
Location: The library should continue to be located in Calcutta. 


Management: — The old council should be replaced by a new council, the actual administration to 
vest in a sma!] committee of management. 


Finance : The cost of running the Library to be met entirely from Central Revenue except for 
the amount required for the maintenance of the Reading Rooms, which should be 
met from Provincial Revenues. 


The Committee visited the library, inspected the work of the library staff and examined the librarian 
and the staff. Their finding was that the library was in a most unsatisfactory condition. The defects 
discovered may be classified as: (a) Defects due to imperfect or incorrect organisation, and (b) Defects due 
to negligence or incompetence on the part of the staff. Under (a) the Committee drew attention to such 
matters as : 


(i) Theunsatisfactory character of the classification scheme followed in the library; 

(ii) Non-publication of catalogues; 

(iii) Absence of regular weeding of books; 

(iv) Uneconomical arrangement for purchase of books; 

(v) Delay in cataloguing new books”; 

(vi) Uneven distribution of work among clerks; 

(vii) Non-employment of labour-saving devices. The defects pointed out under (b) concern the 
Staff,arrears in work, etc. 


The humid climate was a strong argument against preservation of books in Calcutta and aur- 
conditioning was the only remedy. The air-conditioning of the Rare Books Division in 1975 or earlier and 
the entire 8-storeyed Annexe Building of the National Library has assured a long life to books. As 99 
percent of the rare books in the National Library are the legacy of the Calcutta Public Library, let us turn our 
attention to the origin of that parent body. 
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Four epoch-making events marked the year 1835 in India : They were : (a) establishment of the first 
Medical College in India at Calcutta on | February, (b) declaration of English as the official language of 
India on 7 March; (c) Liberation of the Press in India on 3 August; and (d) establishment ofa Public Library 
for reference and lending, open to all irrespective of class, colour and nationalities, on the self-financing 
Cie ai aus of peieiite measures are being enjoyed by the people of India at large even 

; ical College was established by Lord Willi i 
effected by his provisional successor, Sir Charles as myer teareryeert eee ener 
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Calcutta in 1835 was not a congenial place for launching a public library, as readers, mainly salaried 
Europeans, were reeling under the effects of the crash of British Agency Houses". They had lost all their 
savings by the failure of Palmer & Co. (1830), Alexander & Co. (December 1832), Mackintosh & Co. 
(January 1833), Colvin & Co. (May 1833), Fergusson & Co. (November 1833), and Cruttenden & Co. 
(January 1834), involving a total amount of £17,172,000. Palmer & Co. was the biggest. Mackintosh & Co. 
was the third largest in India and was worth £2,700,000. The Bengal Club” lost Rs. 40,000 by the failure of 
Mackintosh & Co. The failure of six of the leading and more of the lesser known European firms in quick 
succession within four years landed many a soldier and civil servant in grief as the Agency Houses were 
their bankers as well. The middle-class educated people were reluctant to part with money in 1835 as they 
had been financially ruined by the commercial crisis of the preceding four years. Those who wanted to 
become proprictors of the public library had to pay Sicca Rupees 300 within the year of their enrolment. 


Thomas Babington Macaulay”, by nature the most hospitable of men, wrote in 1836 :-- 


“The tremendous crash of the great commercial houses which took place a few years ago had 
produced a revolution in fashions. It ruined one half of the English society in Bengal and seriously injured 
the other half. A large proportion of the most important functionaries here are deeply in debt, and 
accordingly, the mode of living is now exceedingly quiet and modest. Those immense subscriptions, those 
public tables, those costly equippages and entertainments of which Heber, and others who saw Calcutta a 

"few years back, say so much, are never heard of. Speaking for myself, it was a great piece of good fortune 
that l came hither just at the time when the general distress had forced everybody to adopt a moderate way of 
living. Owing very much to that circumstance, (while keeping house, I think more handsomely than any 
other member of Council) I have saved what will enable me to do my part towards making my family 
comfortable; and I shall have a competency for myself, small indeed, but quite sufficient to render me as 
perfectly independent as if] were the possessor of Burleigh or Chatsworth”. 


In spite of the fact that Calcutta had not yet recovered from the financial crisis, it was the only 
presidency town in India which had the maximum concentration of European residents and educated 
natives to support a library. The forces of the British Army landed in Calcutta before their deployment to 
various parts of India. European commerce was also concentrated in Bengal, which comprehended at that 
time not only the entire North-East and Eastern India, but also the whole of Upper India from Afghanistan to 
Assam. 


Calcutta in 1835 was fortunate to have had a number of educated natives as several educational 
institutions of a higher standard were functioning from the city. The Hindoo College (1817), the Sanskrit 
College (1823), the Madrassa (1781) and several English schools were existing in Calcutta. Among them 
we may mention the names of Free School (1730—Free School Street), Parental Academic Institution/ 
Doveton College (1 Free School Street), Armenian Philanthropic Institution/Armenian College (1821 at 10 
Hamam Lane and afterwards at 39 Free School Street), St. Xavier’s College (22 Chowringhee Road), 

‘General Assembly’s Institution (1830—now Scottish Church College), Free Church Institution (1830 at 
Nimtolla Street), Bishop’s College (of course theological, 1820, at Shibpur), Calcutta Boys’ High School 
(1830) and others which were all managed by Europeans’. The Oriental Seminary (1829 — 131 
Garanhatta, Chitpore Road) and Hindoo College (1817) were the premier educational institutions managed 
by the natives. 


Apart from schools and colleges, there were several scientific, literary and other institutions in 
Calcutta in 1835. The Asiatic Society (1784), the Agricultural and Horticultural Society (1820), and 
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Medical and Physical Society (1823) were scientific institutions engaged in their respective fields. The 
Academic Association, the first debating club of Calcutta, was established in 1828 by H.L.V. Derozio. 


Calcutta in 1835 was the centre of publishers and booksellers outside London. The Asiatic 
Researches (annual) was coming out regularly in 1835. The Gleanings in Science (1829-1831), a monthly 
scientific journal of its kind ever published in India, had assumed the name Journal of the Asiatic Society in 
1832 in the hands of James Prinsep, who deciphered the Asokan Edicts. This journal is still brought out by 
the Society. The transactions and journals of the Agri-Horticultural Society and Medical and Physical 
Society are no longer published, though the first named Society and the National Library of India, which 
occupied the lower and upper floors of the Metcalfe Hall in the 19th century, are going strong from the 
Belvedere Estate of Warren Hastings as neighbours. 


Calcutta had the maximum number of English and native newspapers in 1835. The dailies 
included the India Gazette, the Englishman, the Bengal Hurkaru. The Calcutta Gazette, Government 
Gazette, Bengal Weekly Messenger, Friend of India, Weekly Gleaner, etc. hit news-stands at the week- 
end. The natives also brought out Gyan Auneshun ( 1833-1840), a diglot weekly (edited by Russic 
Krishna Mullick), The Refomer (1831-1836, edited by Prosonno Coomar Tagore) and other weeklies. 
There was no Bengali daily newspaper published from Calcutta or its neighbourfood in 1835, but a 
number of weeklics and bi-weeklies hit the news-stands of Calcutta in that year. Samachar Durpan 
(1818-1841), Samachar Chundrika (1822-1848), Sambad Koumudi (1831), and Sambad Timir Nasak 
(1832) were the weekly journals of those days. 


The publishing and bookselling trade of the world outside London was concentrated in Calcutta in 
1835 where any book published in European or Oriental languages could be purchased. There were a 
number of European and native booksellers and publishers’. William Thacker & Company (1818; later 
Thacker, Spink & Co., “St. Andrew’s Library”), J.J. Fleurry (Cheap Book Depot, 63 Cossitolla or Bentinck 
Street), Grant, Norman & Co, (Calcutta Depository, Tank or Dalhousie Square), Pittar, Lattey & Co, (No. 
10 Govt. Place East, ‘Govt. Place Library’) Ostell. & Co., (later Ostell & Leppage, ‘British Library’, 
Mission Row) and Samuel Smith & Co.(Hurkaru Library, | Hare Street—sold only their own publications) 
were European firms located in Dalhousie Square and around it. Mudoosodun Mukerjee’s Oriental Library 
(1821—No, 20 Tank Square, opposite St. Andrew’s Church, corner of Tank Square), Mudoosoodun Dey 
(British and Foreign Library; 50 Old China Bazar), Mudoosodun Soor & Co. (Old China Bazar), 
Dookeyram Dey (31 New China Bazar) and Uditchunder Audy (Poorno Chundrodoy Library, No. 79-5 
Chore Baugaun ) were some of the native booksellers of 1835. These booksellers and publishers were 
running circulating libraries as well as their signboards indicated. 


“In Calcutta we have two book-shops, better supplied with the English literature of the day, than 
probably any other establishments of the kind out of England; but, (why it should be, we cannot tell,) 
whereas we have bought books everywhere else that we have been, at the London publishing prices, but 
our Calcutta Booksellers never take less than 25 percent in addition, charging largely besides for those 
that are brought by steam. We are told that this additional profit is necessary to compensate for the great 
expense of the establishments, the large accumulation of dead stock, and the waste incidental to the 
climate. We suppose this must be so; else, we cannot doubt that, ere this, some of the London 
booksellers would have established houses here, and broken down the comparative monopoly that 
prevails in the trade”, wrote an authority”. (On 15 October 1839 Thacker & Co. reduced the price of 
their publications by 50 per cent and the next day rest of the craft, caught the reduction contagion!) 
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The booksellers of Calcutta petitioned” the Government on 21 October, 1837 to pass a law of 
copyright and to prohibit the importation of American books, in order to protect their monopoly of 
expensive works scnt from England in quantities far below the extent of public wants. “Some Calcutta 
publishers” were in the habit of regularly reprinting works of light reading as soon as possible after their 
arrival in India; and one publisher in particular carried on this trade to a large extent. The daily newspapers 
also were in the habit of reprinting in their coloumns the serial works of day. Mr. Sergeant Talfourd’s act has 
definitely put a stop to this practice. Now we do not complain of this, for we are very strongly of opinion that 
that act did no more than justice to the authors of England. But it has also been perverted into an engine for 
injuring our reading community, not for the benefit of English authors, but for that of a set of men who 
deserve no such benefit since they positively refuse to reciprocate it; we mean authors of America. A few 
days ago we had in our hands an American book, written by an American author, and printed by an 
American printer, with an English title page pasted in, and an English printer’s name on the reverse of it. It 
was also labelled on the back with the name of a respectable London publisher, but the damp of our Bengal 
atmosphere having softened the paste, this nizsque fell off, and disclosed the name of the New York 
publisher below. Thus it appeared that the London publisher had lent himself to a strategem to convert the 
American book into an English copyright work, and so to impose an unjust tax on such knowledze as is to be 
derived from American sources. This publisher is one too, who, we understand, has stood up most 
pertinaciously for the rights that this copyright Act has conferred on him; even to the extent, unless we have 
becn misinformed, of preventing the publication in Calcutta of a series of poetical passages for the use of 
schools, on the ground of its containing some extracts from works of which the copyright is his property .” 


There were bookbinders in Calcutta in 1835 headed by Robert McCulloh (House of Correction, i.c., 
Harinbari, or Country Jail, opposite present Lal Bazar Police Headquarters on Chitpore Road) and George 
Woolaston (49 Cossitollah). PS. D’Rozario & Co.( Lall Bazar), C & E. Martin (11 Cossitollah) and N. 
Robertson (Cossitollah) were prominent in 1846 in this profession. 


Calcutta was not bereft of libraries in 1835. There were three well known libraries in that year. The 
Asiatic Socicty’s Library (cstablished 1806, 1 Park Street) had the richest collection of books on Oriental 
subjects. The Library of the Fort William College (established in 1800, Writers’ Buildings) had a rich 
collection of manuscripts and books in classical languages. Tipu Sultan’s Palace Library was part of this 
collection. The Bar Library Club in the Supreme Court was established by Longueville Clarke in 1828 or 
so. The Calcutta Library Socicty” at Town Hall, established in 1818 or earlier, had 2,700 volumes in its 
stock in 1819. A shareholder of this Society had to pay Rs. 200. Not a single native was a member of the 
Calcutta Library Socicty even in 1831. The Calcutta Library Society had become defunct by 1835. The 
library of the Asiatic Society was open to its members. The Fort William College library was meant for 
young civil servants of the East India Company. The small libraries attached to Hindoo College, Madrassa 
and Sanskrit College were meant for their students. The circulating libraries of the booksellers were 
prohibitively costly. Books were too costly for purchase. 


The ‘Young Bengal’ group or English-educated youth of Bengal were good in English and read 
English literature avidly. “All these circumstances go to show that a taste for reading here is not to be 
gratified, save at a considerable expense”. To these circumstances are to be added the frequent migrations to 
which members of “the services” and many others also, are exposed. These render the possession of many 
books no inconsiderable inconvenience. Hence appears the importance of the book-clubs that have been 
formed at almost every station of importance in the Mofussil”... Thus Calcutta had the requisite ingredients 
for the success ofa public library, open to all for free reading and reference at its premises and lending books 
to those who paid for sucha privilege. 
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Joachim Hayward Stocqueler”, who worked as a Journalist for ten years in Bombay (1821-1830) 
and later launched The Englishman (1833—The Englishman and Military Chronicle) in Caleuee Was an 
experienced man in establishing a library, for it was he who started the Bombay General Library’ on 15 
November 1830. “There were”, he wrote in his Memoirs, “two or three young Hindoos and Parsees at 
Bombay in whom I took considerable interest, because they manifested an ardent desire to cultivate English 
literature, and under the auspices of the Native Education Society, this laudable passion was increasing. But 
Bombay laboured at the time under the great disadvantage of being deficient ofa public library to which all 
classes might have gratuitous access”. A public library was needed in Bombay because the library of the 
Asiatic Society was only available to the patrician members, and the libraries of Messrs. Lugrin and Baxter 
were consecrated to the lightest literature. The Bombay General Library, established by Stocqueler, was 
formally opened to the public on the 15th of November 1830. A full report of the meeting of that day was 
published in the Government Gazette, Calcutta, on 20 December 1830. The preliminary mecting for the 
establishment of the library was held on 19 October in the house of Jamsedjee Jeejebhoy, in Military 
Square, under the chairmanship of Mr. Stocqueler and the name chosen for the institution was “Bombay 
General Library and Reading Room, open to all ranks, classes and castes without distinction, a respectable 
character, a decorous demeanour, and a strict adherence to the rules, constituting the only requisites for 
admission”. The Library was housed at the residence of one Parsee gentleman named Framji Cowasjee, 
who was a member of the Institution. The library was no more heard of after the departure of its guiding 
spirit, J.H. Stocqucler. 


Stocqueler, who reached Calcutta in January 1833 from London, after visiting Persia, Southern 
Russia, Berlin, Hanover and other European cities, launched The Englishman” after buying the daily 
newspaper John Bull for a song (Rs. 18,000) and renaming it by that appellation. Dwarkanath Tagore, 
whose name is intimately connected with the Indian business enterprise of 19th century India, financed 
Stocqucler in buying the John Bull. Sir John Peter Grant”, John Farley Leith”, Charles Thackeray” and 
GH. Hough (who had been a missionary in Burmah) were all engaged by Stocqueler for writing for the 
Englishman and they were all connected with the library orginated by him. Let us read the origin of the 
Calcutta Public Library from the pen of Stocqueler himself’: 


“Finding, by my letters from Bombay that the ‘General Library’ had taken firm root and was 
flourishing, I determined to attempt the introduction of a similar establishment in Calcutta, for that city was 
equally destitute of a public library. The endeavours had been made some years previously and had failed. 
Receiving a good deal of countenance from the upper classes, my project was now submitted to a public 
meeting over which Sir John Peter Grant, one of the judges of the Supreme Court, presided, and was so well 
received that subscriptions rapidly poured in, and books were presented. I was appointed honorary 


secretary to the library, and received very gratifying public tributes to my humble endeavours to supply a 
real want”, 


As this is too laconic an introduction to the origin of the Calcutta Public Library, we are called upon 


here to elucidate Stocqueler’s account. Stocqueler first circulated in August 1835 an address” among the 
principal inhabitants of the city, which read : 


“A considerable inconvenience is sustained by almost all classes of the com 
anything like a General Library, combining the advantage of a Libra’ 
it is proposed to take measures for immediately establishin 
wants of the reading population. 


munity of Calcutta, owing to the absence of 
ry of Reference and Resort with those of a Circulating Library, 
g Such an institution, upon a scale commensurate with the interest and 


“From the inquiries that have been made, it is believed that such a Library, if based upon broad and liberal principles, will 
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receive very general support throughout the Metropolis, No establishment at present exists in any degree calculated to answer the 
purpose proposed to be attained by a Public Library, and hence the accumulation of expensive Book-Clubs, and the continual 
disbursement of large sums in the purchase of works of ephemeral value. 


“But to render a Public Library permanent, and every way worthy of the name it adopts, is of the last importance that the 
spirit of exclusiveness be renounced and repudiated by all who may desire in its formation. To use the words of an able speaker upon 
the occasion of the formation of a similar institution elsewhere, an Indian Public Library should be ‘a mighty reservoir to all who 
burn with the thirst of knowledge. We should not ask the comer from what land he arrived, what tenets he professes: he should not 

_ mete his understanding by his creed, nor his worthiness by the Jot which he fills in life; but whatever country, of whatever desert he 
was bom a denizen, before whatever shrine he was taught to bow to, whatever hue the northwind has bleached or the southern sun 
has mellowed his complexion, we should bid him to approach to drink and be filled’. 


“In a word, the honorable task is proposed of diffusing literary spirit among all classes, and creating means for its 
gratification; of opening a rich source of instruction and enjoyment to ALL RANKS AND PROFESSIONS, subject only to that 
moral propricty and strict observance of decorum, without which no society can long remain respectable. 


“To ensure the most complete success to the proposed institution. and to render it acceptable to all persons of whatever 
station, it is intended to establish two rates of admission; viz. five and three rupees per month, charging also a small entrance of two 
gold-mohurs to the former, in order to create a fund at the commencement, and granting to the first class subscribers sundry 
privileges that may not be desired by the second . ; 


“It is requested that those who are favourable to the plan now submitted for consideration will sign their names below; and 
as soon as a sufficient number shall appear upon the list, a meeting will be called to arrange the details and all necessary 
preliminaries”. 


The same address was printed in the Englishman with slight changes on 20 August 1835: “As 
considerable inconvenience is sustained by almost all classes of the communities of Calcutta, owing to the 
absence of anything like a general library, ...it is proposed to take measures for immediately establishing an 
institution, upon a scale commensurate with the extent, and wants of the reading populations ...!t is of the 
last importance that the spirit of exclusion be repudiated by all who may wish to share in its foundation ...We 
should not ask the comer from what land he has arrived,— what tenets he professes; we should not metc his 
understanding by his creed, nor his worthiness by the lot which he fills his life, but of whatever country — of 
whatever desert he was born a denizen,— before whatever shrine he was taught in his infancy to bow, — to 
whatever huc the north wind has bleached or the southern sun has mellowed his complexion, we should bid 
him to approach to drink and to be filled. In a word, the honourable task is proposed of diffusing a litcrary 
spirit among all classes, and creating means for its gratification, — of opening a source of instruction and 
enjoyment to all ranks and professions, subject only to that moral propriety and strict observance of 
decorum, without which no society can long remain respectable. To ensure the most complete success to the 
proposed institution, and to render it accessible to all persons of whatever station, it is proposed to establish 
two rates of admission viz, five and three rupees per month, charging also a small entrance of two gold 
mohurs to the former, in order to create a fund at the commencement, and granting to the first class of 
subscribers some privileges that may not be desired by the second. It is requested that those who are 
favourable to the plan now submitted for consideration, will send their names to the editor of the 
Englishman and Hurkaru, and as soon as a sufficient number shall appear upon the list, a meeting will be 


? 


called to arrange the details and all preliminaries”. 
PUBLIC MEETING OF 20 AUGUST 1835 


A public meeting”, attended by 146 citizens of Calcutta, was held on Thursday, 20th of August 
1835, at the Town Hall, presided over by Richard H. Cockerell”, Esq., Sheriff of Calcutta, the very day 
Stocqueler’s Appeal for support to the establishment of a Public Library in the metropolis, was printed in 
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the Englishman. The public meeting was actually called by the enlightened citizens of Calcutta, particularly 
the proprietors and editors of newspapers and journals, to express their sense of gratitude to Sir Charles 
Metcalfe for repealing all restrictions on the press and to take into consideration the best mode of testifying 
the public satisfaction at the repeal of the Laws which had hitherto restrained the Freedom of the Press, and 
the enactment of a law by which that freedom was rendered reasonably secure. Henry Meredith Parker’, 
after briefly alluding to a notice recently circulated, of a Public Library, moved the first Resolution, which 


read : 


“That a Public Subscription be opened for the erection of a building, which shall be called THE METCALFE LIBRARY, 
and that on the portico or some other conspicuous part of the building, the obyect of its erection, to wit, ut commemoration of the 
Freedom of the Indian Press having been recognized by law under the Government of Sir C harles Theophilus Metcalfe, shall be 


recorded by a surtable inscription 


“That the building, which shall be omamental and commodious, be offered free of rent and in trust for the reception of a 
Public Subscription Library, to be formed on a scale, and conducted in a liberal manner, worthy of this metropolis The Metcalfe 


Library to be so offered free of rent in trust on condition— 

“First, that the Edifice be kept in repair from the funds of such Library 

“ Second, that a provision be made for opening the library, and allowing the use of books gratis to poor students, whether 
Native, East Indian, or European belonging to any college, or any Public School of Medicine, now established, or which may be 
hereafter founded in Calcutta The privilege being granted under such precautions to prevent its being abused, as the commuttec 


presiding over the affairs of the library shall desire 
“Third, that in matters connected with the Library all posstble accommodation and facility be afforded to respectable 


strangers visiting this city, either from the intertor, the other Indian Presidencies, or from other countries” 


Russomoy Dutt scconded the resolution, and it was then put forward and carried. The mecting 
appointed a committee consisting of J. Pattle, HM. Parker, T.E.M. Turton, Captain W.N. Forbes, James 
Prinsep, Dwarkanath Tagore, James Kyd and Russomoy Dutt, to collect subscriptions, arrange the details, 
and superintend the construction of the building, and to carry into effect the objects of the foregoing 
resolution; adopting such measures as may appear best calculated to promote them according to their spirit. 
J. Sutherland was added to the Committec at the motion of J.Pattle. The Committee, it may be noticed, 
included representatives of the natives, official and non-official Britons, Anglo-Indians and professionals. 
The Freedom of the Press and the establishment of a Public Library were two sides of the same coin. 
Longueville Clarke, who commanded the highest respect for his public spirit, ‘knew no measure which 
would shew the feclings of the inhabitants of British India, — which would better show the estimation in 
which they held the liberty of the press, than by the establishment of a public library’. Clarke added that ‘if 
there was any part of the world in which such an institution (a public library) would be useful in cultivating 
European ideas, science, and notions it would be in this city; and he was sure, that the principle of having it 
open to all the community, as his friend proposed it should be, was the best principle on which it could be 
founded’. He was also desirous to say that many years ago, he (Clarke) had contemplated the establishment 
ofa public library, and he would be ready to lay before the committee the plan he had then proposed, which 
would prove that in ten years a library may be established containing 1,00,000 volumes. “But his 
proposition did not mect with proper support in those days; indeed, he might say it was opposed. It did not 
suit the temper of the times ten years ago to countenance a library to be established on the principle of no 


exclusion that horrible destructive principle,— and it was not tolerated for an instant. But now, thank God! 
That feeling had departed never to return”. 


ee On 29 August 1835, the Englishman & Military Chronicle published the following 
notice’: Public Library : the following gentlemen have declared themselves favourable to the principles 
upon which it is intended to found the Public Library in Calcutta. It is requested that those who are equally 


well disposed to the project, and to whom books have not be i ; 
$ en sent, will forw i 
of Hurkaru, Courier and Englishman: ® andl them names to the editors 
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“Sir Charles Metcalfe, Sir Edward Ryan, The Bishop of Calcutta, Mr. H.T. Prinsep, Sir J.P. Grant, 
Mr. H.M.Parker, Dwarkanath Tagore, Russomoy Dutt, Dr. Strong etal”. 


As the public meetimg held on 20 August 1835 to celebrate the freedom of the Press was unanimous 
in establishing a public library on the most liberal principle to translate that freedom, the Committec (J. 
Pattle, H.N. Parker, T.E.M. Turton, Capt. W.N. Forbes. James Prinsep, Dwaraknath Tagore, James Kyd, 
_Russomoy Dutt and J. Sutherland) appointed for collecting subscriptions etc. on that occasion, held its 
meeting on Monday, 31 August”, at 10 o’clock, at the Town Hall, under the presidency of Sir John Peter 
Grant, puisne Judge of the Supreme Court. Sir John made it clear that “this meeting has no other object in 
view besides obtaining the means to purchase a collection of books for the use of the inhabitatants of 
Calcutta” or in short the establishment of a public library. He believed “this is the only socicty of the same 
extent which has not a library of some description : at the Cape, at Bombay, they arc better provided, and 
Madras has its Literary Society; but here, in Calcutta, we are without the means of reading, except by 
purchasing books, from Humphrey Clinker up to Hume’s History of England. This, I think, is a very great 
inconvenience and we even have no means, except the expensive one I have just mentioned, of procuring 
books of light literature which form the main reading of the greater part of the community; or of those books 
which no man would purchase, or refer to except for purpose of sceking out particular information or 
referring to some particular point. But the particular object we have in view will be better developed by the 
resolutions, which | hope will mect with general approbation. They have been drawn up to meet the 
convenience of all classes of the community, by no means excepting those young men, natives of this 
country, who are most meritoriously pursuing thcir studics and whose means do not afford them 
opportunities of purchasing books”. 


C.W. Smith, who moved the main resolution, called the attention of the meeting “to the liberality of 
the principle which opens the library to all ranks of society, and renders intelligence available to all. This is 
an extensive, liberal principle worthy of the era that has produced the cmancipation of the Press, the greatest 
blessing ever bestowed on British India”. The resolution, read: 


Resolved, “That it is expedient and necessary to establish in Calcutta a Public Library of 
Reference and Circulation that shall be open to all ranks and classes without distinction, and sufficiently 
extensive to supply the wants of the entire community in every department of literature”. 


Mr. Smith added that “it has been suggested that the library should not be one for the circulation of 
books: but this would deprive it of its usefulness, and render it quite inadequate to the purpose; it has 
therefore been proposed to make it a circulating library, to meet the wants of all, and indeed were it 
otherwise, I for one would withold my support”. In conclusion, he earnestly pressed on the attention of the 
committee the necessity of having a good managing committee, “for the error of committees, is the rock on 
which former libraries in Calcutta have been wrecked and destroyed”. 


Mr. James Pattle prefaced moving the second resolution with the following words: “The advantages 
it (a Public Library) presents to our fellow subjects cannot be too strongly dwelt upon, for it is a peculiar 
feature, a principal recommendation, that it will aid their enlightenment, and teach them to place a proper 
estimate on the blessings of British rule. When they do once properly appreciate the advantages resulting 
from that Government, they will be convinced that there is none other under which they could derive the 
same degree of happiness and prosperity. I for onc would rather the British rule should cease in this country 
if it can continue by means other than the affection of the people; but I] am convinced that rule only requires 
to be known to be appreciated. Let but knowledge find its way to the minds of the natives of the country, and 
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will require no other proof of the superiority of the present Government to the Mahomedan one that 
preceded it”. The resolution read :- 


“Resolved, - That a Provisional Committee be appointed to consider the best means of 
accomplishing the objects stated in the Resolution — to frame a set of Rules and Regulations for the 
management and usc of the Library, and the conduct generally of its affairs, and to report the same, together 
with their opinions, to a subsequent mecting to be called by public advertisement in the newspapers by the 
Committee as soon as they shall be prepared with the report”. The Committee was empowered to apply for 
the temporary use of apartments in the Town Hall for the Library, but the meeting was informed of the offer 
of Dr. FP. Strong”, Surgeon of the Suburbs, of free use of the lower part of his house “for any books that 
might accumulate until a proper place was ready for them”. 


W.P. Grant heartily concurred with a plan which goes to establish a library on an extensive plan; “not 
of books for reference only, but of books for circulation also. In Calcutta, where almost every man is 
engaged 1n business, to make the library one for reference only, would be circumscribing its utility; indeed it 
would render it almost useless, for under those circumstances the books are the more required for perusal at 
home”. 


The meeting appointed a provisional committee” consisting of Sir Edward Ryan, Sir J.P. Grant, 
W.H. Macnaghten, C.W. Smith, Colonel Dunlop, The Reverend Fisher, T. Dickens, W.P. Grant, The Rev, 
Dr. St. Leger, James Kyd, Capt. D.L. Richardson, Capt. Thompson, James Prinsep, W.M. Woolaston, Dr 
Ranken, The Rev. James Charles, J.C. Marshman, John Bell, Wale Byrn, Scott Thompson, B. Harding, 
William Carr, Baboos Russeekrishen Mullick and Russomoy Dutt. The utterance of each name conveyed 
its own panegyric. 


The Committee contained the names of gentlemen whose experience and attachment to literature 
and science would secure for their constituents the most important services, and enable cach particular 
section to have its own representative. The other resolutions of the meeting were as follows: 


Management: “That the property of the Library be vested in trustees for the benefit and 
use of shareholders, and that the following payments do constitute persons proprietors 
and subscribers. 


Proprietors: “Every person subscribing 300 rupees in one payment or in three 
payments of 100 rupees, each 100 rupees being paid down, and the remaining instalments at 
intervals of six and twelve months, to be considered proprietors. The share of original 
Proprietors subscribing within the period of one twelve month, to be transferable on such 
fine or conditions as the Provisional Committee shall determine. The question of transfer 
of future shares to be left open to the Committee”. Prince Dwarkanath Tagore was the 
first to become Proprietor of the proposed library. 


As proprietors of the Calcutta Public Library are even today allowed, theoretically, to borrow 12 
books from the National Library of India, without any deposit, it is time we trace the origin of this 
extraordinary Privilege granted to them, though no one is alive to claim that right. The privilege of 
becoming proprietors of the Calcutta Public Library was adopted as an expedient to raise sufficient funds to 
launch the institution in 1835. There were Englishmen who predicted a ruinous effect on the Library by the 
adoption of this plan. The payment of Rs. 300 was too small a sum for getting such a privilege, some 
thought. Mr. (Later Sir - Baronet) Thomas Edward Mitchell Turton, Advocate (Registrar in 1844) of the 
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Supreme Court, with whom this expediency originated explained, to the meeting: “In four ycars, 
subscribers of the first class, at six rupees per month, would pay Rs. 302, and he put it to the meeting 

. whether it was not a very good compromise to obtain Rs. 300 immediately available for the purpose of the 
Library, by making those who pay three years in advance free of all subscriptions afterwards. Taking into 
consideration who were likely to become subscribers, he did not think that the average time each individual 
would remain in Calcutta, would be more than four years, and possibly, of these the majority would become 
proprictors not so much with a desire to bencfit themselves as to benefit the Library. Taking the number of 
proprictors to be 100, this would raise a fund of Rs. 30,000 to commence with. Without funds there could 
not be a library; and though this might not be the best plan, he was quite satisfied that it was the best plan that 
had been as yet proposed”. Mr. Turton explained that there should be gentlemen with whom the property of 
the library should vest as trustees for which reason proprietors, who had a stake in the prosperity of the 
institution, should be there. The library would be as public when vested in proprictors. He recalled the 
failure of Bombay thcatre and the fate of the Ochterlony monument. “As to the former, the public in 1783 
determined to build a place of amusement at Bombay, and Government gave a piece of ground for the 
purpose. There were no proprietors, no one to look after the interests of the building. Timé passed on, a large 
debt accumulated and at last, when it was discovered that the building could neither be sold nor mortgaged, 
Government took it under their charge, and appropriated it for a public office. As to the Ochtcrlony 
monument the evil of a want of proprictary was too apparent to require comment, and in God’s name, 
gentlemen, said Mr. Turton, if you desire to avoid a similar neglect vest your Library in those who will not 
be inattentive to their own interests”. The right of becoming proprietors was originally limited to the first 
twelve months and later extended up to 1848 after which proprietors had a life interest only. Those who had 
become proprietors” before 1848 were entitled to transfer their shares by payment ofa fine of Rs. 100 to the 
Library. There were 42 proprictors who held transferable shares in 1902 when the library was transferred to 
Government of India to form the nucleus of the Imperial Library. The proprictors were not the owncrs of the 
library; their liability was limited to the value of their shares. They enjoyed extraordinary privileges in the 
sensc of borrowing 12 books from the library at a time. The grant of proprietary right to a certain number of 
people assured the permanency of the Calcutta Public Library as an institution for free reference and 
reading within its walls and Icnding to those who paid for it on the principle of self-financing. The 
proprietors, as a class, had vested interests in the sense of reading library books at home without paying 
anything by their down payment of Rs. 300. They never werc a stumbling block in the transfer of the library 
to the Government in 1902 as long as their privileges were protected. The Government of India paid Rs. 500 
to cach of the proprietors who held transferable shares, whose shares were held in abeyance and those who 
held non-transferable shares, by limiting their proprietary right to their life. No proprietor of the Calcutta 
Public Library is on record to have exercised that privilege during the last one hundred ycars. The 
Provisional Committee, at its meeting of 3 September”, 1835, passed the following resolution, confirming 
the category of proprictorship in the affairs of the Calcutta Public Library: 


“That the property of the Library be vested in Trustces for the bencfit and use of shareholders, and 
that every person subscribing within the period of one twelvemonth from the 31” August last, to the amount 
of three hundred rupees, to be paid in one payment, or in three payments of one hundred rupecs each, — one 
hundred-rupees being paid down, and the remaining instalment at intervals of six and twelve months, be 
considered a shareholder”. 
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RULES AND REGULATIONS 


The Provisional Committee headed by Sir Edward Ryan, appointed on 3] August 1835, for framing 
the rules and regulations for the management of the library, presented its report to the meeting held at the 
Town Hall on 31 October 1835. 


The report made it clear that the Town Hall Committee" obligingly assigned a room to the Library 
but the situation of Dr. Strong’s house and the extent of the apartments which he had kindly consented to 
appropriate to the use of the institution induced the Committee to recommend that his offer be accepted. 


Mr. Stocqueler offered his own book-shelves for keeping the books received as presents till the 
Library could purchase book-cases. The appointment of a librarian, an under-librarian and other staff was 
recommended by the Committee. The number of proprietors” enrolled as on 31 October stood at 55 and 
together with the donation of Dwarkanath Tagore, the funds of the library amounted to Rs. 17,000. The . 
recommendations of the Committee” as to the Library rules were adopted with necessary changcs by the 
meeting held on 7 November 1835. These Rules of the Calcutta Public Library were issued on 8 March 
1836. 


The meeting of the Library held on 7 November 1835 resolved that, “the support already afforded to 
the scheme is sufficient to enable a public Library to be established in Calcutta upon the principles 
embodied in the Resolution of the meeting of the 31st August last”. The management of the Library was 
entrusted to seven Curators elected by the proprietors and Ist class subscribers of not Jess than onc year’s 
standing. The powers of the curators were defined. The seven Curators appointed provisionally til] the first 
gencral meeting of the Library, on 7 November 1835 were: Sir Edward Ryan, Charles Cameron, Theodore 
Dickens, Henry Meredith Parker, William Patrick Grant, John Clark Marshman, and John Russell Colvin". 
J.H. Stocqueler was appointed Secretary to the Committee of the Curators by the mecting. The Library was 
planned for opening on 21 December 1835 and the following Library staff were appointed by the 
Committee. 


Reverend G.H. Hough”, a missionary was appointed Provisional Librarian to arrange the books in 
December. He was Editor of the Philanthropist, an English weekly established on 7-8-1832, and lived at 
Alipore. He was probably the same missionary who sent translation of an inscription on the Great Bell of 
Rangoon to the Asiatic Society which was read at the meeting of that institution on 1 November 1826 and 
published in the Asiatic Researches (vol. 16, pp. 270-283, together with an engraving which cost the 
Society Rs. 335-4-0). He was a friend of J.H. Stocqueler and contributed regularly to the Englishman when 
it was launched. We find him again in Moulmein in 1838. Reverend Hough was probably appointed a 
provisional librarian as he was a candidate of Stocqueler. “Pereechund”, an intelligent Hindu youth, 
educated at the Hindu College, has been appointed assistant Librarian”, reported the Englishman of 
9 December 1835. Peary Chand Mittra was recommended by Sir J.P. Grant and was responsible for 
arranging the books together with Reverend Hough. “W.H. Stacy“ ha been appointed Librarian on a salary 
of one hundred rupees per month, and book-shelves are about to be provided at a cost of 1,500, which, with 
other contingent expenses for furnishing a reading-room, &c. will absorb the whole assets in hand”, it was 
reported in the newspapers in January 1836. Stacy must have joined the Library before 19 January 1836. 
Details are not known but he seems to have resigned the librarianship in 1838 on or before 8 of February on 
which date Peary Chand Mittra became Librarian“. The proceedings of the meeting of the Curators held 


since 31 January 1839 were all communicated to the press under the signature of Peary Chand Mittra as 
Librarian. He became Secretary and Librarian in 1848. 
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When George W. Johnson” visited the Calcutta Public Library (at Strong’s House, Esplanade East) 
between 1840 and 1842 (for his book was published in London, 1843), Peary Chund was the librarian and 
he wrote: “The Public Library is a most valuable institution. Its stores are continually increased, but at 
present they amount to about 1,30,000” volumes, of which subscribers may obtain the full benefit for less 
than six rupees monthly, including the use ofa reading room, on the tables of which the city daily papers and 
other periodicals are always to be found. The courtesy and intelligence of its native librarian, Baboo Peary 
Chand Mitter, will always be remembered with pleasure by all who have once profited by his acquaintance. 
He was educated at the Hindoo College, and his published writings testify the soundness of his judgment, 
and the correctness of his knowledge of the English language. That the public are not backward in availing 
themselves of the stores of the library, is proved by the circulation of the books amounting to many 
thousands of volumes annually””. 


The Provisional Committec had recommended that “for the purpose of insuring attendance at the 
Library from an early hour in the morning until a late hour at night, two under Librarians be appointed: and 
they think it would be satisfactory to those who will resort to the Library if one were an East Indian and the 
other a Hindoo. The Committee are satisfied that highly respectable and well qualified young men of these 
classes will readily give their services for Rs. 50 each by the month”. Peary Chand Mittra’s appointment as 
sub-librarian initially was made keeping in view this recommendation. Though the names of the 
incumbents are not known to us, the rest of the establishment recommended and appointed early in 1836 
werc: A Sircar (Bill Collector Rs.16 p.m. ), iwo Duftries ( or book-binders/menders @ Rs.6 p.m. ), a bearer 
(Rs. 5 p.m. ), a Peon (Rs. 5 p.m, ) and a Durwan (or door-keeper 5 Rs. p.m.). The total establishment charge 
atthe opening of the Library came to Rs. 193/- (Librarian - Rs. 100; Sub-Librarian, Rs. 50; menial staff-Rs. 
43) W.H. Stacy” seems to have joined the Military Auditor-General's office as Auditor after his resignation 
in 1838 and probably resided at 229 Maindy Bagaun (Mehndy Bagan, now Park Lane). (Doyal Chand Dhar 
was appointed sub-librarian on 18 February 1838. Baboos Nobinkissen Ghosh and Sreenath Bose were 
appointed sub-librarians on 8 December 1845). 


The gencral meeting of the proprietors and subscribers of the Calcutta Public Library held on 8 
March 1936 at the Library Rooms (Dr F.P. Strong’s house 4 Esplanade Row, East) with Sir John Peter Grant 
in the chair, clected W.P. Grant, Colonel Dunlop and J. Kyd as the first Curators” of the library. The rules of 
the library were adopted. Payment ofa deposit for taking out books frorn the library proved to be a thorny 
question for the library. The Rule 5 originally drafted read : “No person shall be entitled to take books out of 
the Library who has not deposited a sum of rupees to be applicable to the discharge ofall claims against him 
on behalf of the Library”, This was amended at the meeting held on 8March 1836 to ‘no person shall be 
entitled to take books out of the library who have not deposited the following sums, viz. Proprietors and Ist 
class Subscribers 20 Rs.; 2nd class Subscribers 10 Rs. Such sums to be applicable to the discharge of all 
claims against him on behalf of the Library’. Some of the proprietors and subscribers withdrew their 
support to the library on account of this provision and this rule was kept in abeyance afterwards and never 
enforced at all in the history of the Library”. The Library was to be kept open, daily (Sundays and space of 
seven days immediately preceding the Annual Meeting of Proprietors and Subscribers ) trom 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m. A catalogue” of the Library was printed and sold to proprietors, subscribers and others, at the price of 
one rupee per copy. All arrangements having been made, the library was opened to the public on 21 March, 
1836. 


J.H. Stocqueler, with whom the idea of the Calcutta Public Library originated, resigned his position 
as Honorary Secretary in December 1835, as “an opinion prevails that the connection of the Honorary 
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Secretary (Mr. Stocqueler) with the Library” tends to mar its success, by preventing many hostile to him 
from subscribing to the institution”. He has subsequently resigned. The members of the Bengal! Club, that 
bastion of the elite of Calcutta, took up the cudgels against Stocqueler on account of his attack upon Colonel 
Lumley, Adjutant General”. He was forced to resign his membership of the Bengal Club as well. He 
confesses in his Memoirs” that he had to accept a “polite invitation to pistols and coffee for two” for 
publishing a libel. On another occasion, he had to pay damages for publishing a libel against a certain 
captain of a native infantry. After the resignation of Stocqueler, the affairs of the’ Calcutta Public Library 
went on satisfactorily 


A VERITABLE TREASURE-HOUSE 


The Calcutta Public Library had a flying start when its doors were opened to the public on 2] March 
1836 as it was a veritable treasure-house of rare and valuable works on the East Indies or Greatcr India. It 
could boast of 6500 volumes in serious literature. The Curators of the Library confessed that the institution 
was poor in contemporary publications and in the departments of Poetry and Drama, prose works of 
Imagination, History, Biography, Politics, Jurisprudence, Science and the Arts, and Misccllaneous works”. 
The collection, however, was very good in respect of Philosophy and Philology there being many 
grammars and dictionaries, and had a fair foundation of Classic and Italian works, hardly any French and 
no German. The Calcutta Public Library earned a name for its rich collection of reference material on India 
almost from its opening. Circumstances favoured this specialisation. Dr. William Thacker, proprictor of W. 
Thacker & Co, (St. Andrews’ Library) was the first to prescnt 29 volumes to the Library on 7 September 
1835. This was hailed by the Press in these words: “We have to announce the first books to the public library, 
and we do it with more pleasure because it proceeds from a quarter whence we had no right to expect such 
gencrosity notwithstanding the high character of donor for liberality and public spirit. Mr. Wm. Thacker has 
presented Cobbett's History of England and Cobbett’s State Trials in all 29 vols. In addition to this gift, 
books have been promised by Mr. James Kyd, Mr. S.D. Rozario, and Mr. Gutherie. The two latter will give 
one hundred volumes each. We shall be very happy to reccive such donations as may be forwarded, and we 
will take charge of them until a fitting receptacle has been determined upon. We would urge early donations. 
Example gocs great way in this place, and nothing is achieved if the iron be allowed to cool. Let no man be 
ashamed of his donation. He will be a benefactor who gives a single” volume”, wrote the Bengal Hurharu 
on 7 September 1835. The Library had received, as donations, by 31 September 1835 no less than 397 works 
comprising 1,356 volumes and 150 volumes more by October 31” of the same year™. Sir Charles Metcalfe, 
to whom goes the credit of transferring the European printed works of the Fort William College to the 
Calcutta Public Library, was himself one of the first proprietors of that public depository. 


The College of Fort William, which was shorn of its glory in 1832 had a magnificent collection of 
printed works (European printed works numbering 5,224 volumes and Oriental printed works numbering 
about 11,718 volumes) and manuscripts (many of them highly illuminated and of great rarity) in Oricntal 
languages, numbering,4,225 volumes”. The authorities in charge of making the core collection of the 
Calcutta Public Library (Sub-Committee appointed on 3 September 1835 — Sir Edward Ryan, Reverend 
James Charles, James Prinsep, Woollaston, Captain D.L. Richardson, T. Dickens, W.P. Grant and Reverend 
Dr. St. Leger), were eager to get the European printed works from the Fort William College collection as the 
claim of the Asiatic Society for Oriental manuscripts and Oriental printed books could not be ignored. W.P. 
Grant”, Secretary to the Sub-Commitee, wrote to G.A. Bushby, Secretary to Government in September 
1835: “Tam directed to apply in the name of the Subscribers to the projected library for such assistance from 
government as it may be disposed to give us in this public object. We understand that in consequence of the 
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government having resolved to discontinue the keeping up of the Fort William College there 1s a probability 
that the library belonging to the institution will be disposed of and we venture to ask of the government to 
allow, under such rule as 1t may approve of the subscribers of the projected library to enjoy the use of such 
books of the College library as come within the description of those which are deputed to enquire into the 
means of procuring We understand that a large and valuable part of the College library consists of Onental 
works which the Asiatic Society are desirous of procuring and are likely to apply for we beg that we may not 
be regarded as interfering with the claim of this, or any other public institution which government think 
deserving its support and accordingly restrict our application to those books which do not relate to the 
particular objects of the Society’s care” 


The Honorary Secretary to the proposed library, JH Stocqueler, also wrote to the Government 
about the transfer of the books thus “I have the honour to inform you that the Committee of Curators arc 
prepared to fulfil the conditions under which it 15 the pleasure of the Hon’ble Governor of Bengal” to 
tiansfer the European printed books — The Public Library was established in a general meeting held at the 
Town hall on the 31" ulttmo Commodious premuses forming the lower apartments of Dr Strong’s house in 
Esplanade Row have been selected for the present 1eception of all works that may be purchased or presented 

permit me to request of your favour of your giving the necessary instructions to Secretary of College of 
Fort William to make over the books to the Curators” 


Following further communication between the parties concemed, the Secretary of the College 
turnished the Curators of the Public Library with a copy of the instrument containing the terms and 
conditions The Curators were requested to return 1t with their signature The instrument contained the 
following 


“The undersigned Curators of the Public Library about to be established in Calcutta do bind the 
proposed society to abide by the following conditions on receiving charge of the books belonging to the 
College Library 1” That the society taking the European books shall be permanently established with 
sufficient funds and fit place shal] be provided and establishment maintained for the accommodation and 
care of the books 2” That the assignment shall be subject to the approbation of the Hon’ble Court of 
Directors (in England) and the books be reclaimed by Government if this approbation 1s disapproved by that 
authority 3” That they shall at all times be open to the examination of any person the Governor of Bengal 
may depute to examine them 1n order to sec that the books are preserved with duc care’” 


Upon receipt of the instrument Mr Grant on behalf of the Curators, suggested certain altcration in 
the required conditions laid down by the government for the purpose of transferring the books He pointed 
out that with regard to the first condition the Curators did not feel that it would be justifiable for them to bind 
the members of the Society beyond the amount of their respective subsciiptions, since the permanency of 
the society and future maintenance of an establishment for the accommodation and care of books depended 
on circumstances beyond the control of the present Curators ™ 


The Englishman of the 9 December (1835) intimated that some impediments exist to the tmmediate 
conclusion of the arrangement regarding the Public Library, which the Curators are endeavouring to 
overcome The Government require the Curators to enter into an engagement of a particular nature as a 
condition to the transfer of the College books which the Curators do not feel at liberty to agree to 
However, the agreement was signed on the 19 January 1836 The Curators of the Public Library also applied 
for the loan of the College book-cases till their own were ready This was sanctioned by the Government A 
total number of 4990 volumes” was transferred to the Public Library on 27 February 1836 The transfer 
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decd was signed by W.H. Stacy, Librarian, W.P. Grant, A.P.R. Jackson and John Bell, Curators. It was 
reported in the newspapers that “the Curators of the Public Library have received from the College of Fort 
William the whole of the books, 5,000 volumes, granted by Government for the use of the Library. No delay 


will now take place in opening the Library”. 


The Curators of the Calcutta Public Library reported to the general meeting of the proprietors and 
subscribers, held at the Library Rooms, on 8 March 1836 that the use of the Fort William College books 


have been made over to them by the Governor of Bengal under the following conditions”, viz. 


Ist. That the Society shall provide a place and establishment fitting for the reception, care and 
preservation of the books lent them by Government, and if at any time for want of funds or any 
other cause the Society shall neglect or be unable to do so, that they will redeliver the books to 
any person whom the Govermor of Bengal may depute to receive them. 


2nd :That the assignment shall be subject to the approbation of the Hon'ble the Court of 
Directors, and the books be reclaimable by the Government if this approbation be disapproved 
by that authority. 


3rd. That they shall at all times be open to the examination of any person the Governor of 
Bengal may depute to examine them, in order to see that the books are preserved with due care. 


“Upon signing these conditions the Curators got permission to take the books and they then thought 
it necessary to appoint a person in whom they might have confidence for the purpose of the taking charge of 
the books from the gentleman entrusted with the care of them by Government, and of carefully comparing 
the books delivered with the lists, which the Curators will be called on to acknowledge the correctness of”. 


As Sir Charles Metcalfe, provisional Governor-General and his Council Members were proprictors 
of the Calcutta Public Library, there was no difficulty in getting European printed books from the Fort 
William College collection for the new institution. The second condition was fulfilled by the Court of 
Directors” of the East India Company ratifying the transaction on 14 August 1839. “There were 300 
volumes of Oriental works printed in Europe in the College. The Governor-Gencral ordered the transfer of 
these Oriental works to the Asiatic Society on 6 July 1836, reserving the ownership of them with the 
Government until the transaction was confirmed by the Court of Directors of the East India Company. The 
Curators of the Calcutta Public Library effected the transfer of the books on or before 6th July 1836. Some 
of the books thus made over to the Asiatic Socicty were duplicates™ in its Library”. The Fort William 
College books, numbering 4675 volumes, were gifted to the Calcutta Public Library in 1871 by Richard 
Southwell Bourke, sixth Earl of Mayo, Viccroy and Governor-General of India. The Report on the Calcutta 
Public Library for 1871 (p.9) reads : “To the deep debt of gratitude under which this institution lics already 
to the Government of India for the material assistance rendered since its formation, His Excellency the 
Viceroy has becn pleased to add an obligation, for which the members must be grateful. Out of the 4750 
volumes of standard works belonging to the College of Fort William, and placed here, hitherto, as a deposit, 
His excellency the Viceroy has made over this valuable collection as a gift to the Library, after transferring 
about 300 volumes to the Indian Museum”™”, 


The opening ceremony of the Calcutta Public Library on 21 March 1836 at Dr. Strong’s 


house on Esplanade Row East, was perhaps performed by Lord Auckland who had assumed the charge of 
Government of India on March fifth, in the presence of Sir Charles Metcalfe, who had not yct taken Icave of 
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Calcutta to take up the Government of North-West Provinces. Let us read the rules of the Library before 
examining the 6,500 volumes” it contained on that auspicious day, which heralded the reading habit of the 
people of Calcutta and making the metropolis the Cultural Capital of India even today. Calcutta Public 
Library added a new dimension to the library movement in the world by its self-financing principle. It was a 
Public Library in the sense that it was open to the people of any nationality without caste, colour 

- distinctions, for reading and consultation within its walls. The concept of a public library, run by a local 
body or the Government, was unthinkable in India when it was ruled by a trading company called Governor 
and Company of Merchants of London Trading into East Indies (East India Company). Calcutta stole a 
march over London" in 1835 as the idea ofa free public library took shape in Britain only in 1850. The New 
York Public Library was established only in 1895. Calcutta Public Library functioned as a national library 
by serving the people of this subcontinent in any nook and comer where there was a railway station. The 
Curators of the Library decided in 1866 to send books to any part of India : “With a view to increasing the 
number of subscribers, and rendering the institution more generally uscful to Mofussil Members, the 
Committee of Curators recommend the issue of books to subscribers at any station to which there is direct 
communication by rail, on the understanding that all cost in transit cither way is borne by such subscribers, 
and with the necessary limitation as regards the issue of new works in demand, to distances where any 
considerable delay must accrue”. Maharajah Sree Rama Varma, the ruler of Travancore™, the southern- 
most State of India, was a Proprictor of the Calcutta Public Library. 


The fame of the Calcutta Public Library had spread far and wide before 1850. Herc is the testimony 
from the Commissioner of United States Patent Office, dated Washington, 24 December 1849: 


“The flourishing condition of your Institution, as shown in the last Annual Report, is a sufficient 
guarantec of its usefulness and of the liberality and intelligence with which it is managed, and it gives me 
sincere pleasure to be instrumental in making an addition, however slight, to the Library of a Socicty so 
honorable to the public spirit of the Metropolis of Bengal, and so well calculated to disseminate European 
literature and Science in India”. 
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RULES OF THE CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY”, 1836 


Rule Ist:- 


Rule 2nd:- 


Rule 3rd:- 


Rule 4th:- 


Rules 5th:- 


Rule 6th:- 


Rule 7th:- 


Rule 8th:- 


Rule 9th:- 


Rule 10th:- 


Rule 11 th:- 


Rule 12th:- 


Rule 13th:- 


None of the books belonging to Fort William College Library shall be allowed to 
circulate without special leave obtained from the Curators. 


The Curators shall have power to withdraw from circulation, and also to prohibit 
without special leave obtained from them, the circulation of any book in their 
discretion. 


All other books in the Library shall be allowed to circulate among proprietors and Ist 
and 2nd class subscribers. 


No book shall be allowed to circulate until it shall have remained in the Library onc 
week from the date of receipt, exccpt novels, tales and periodicals intended for 
circulation. These may be put into circulation after two days from the date of reccipt. 


No person shall be entitled to take books out of the library who have not deposited the 
following sums, viz. Proprictors and Ist class Subscribers 20 Rs.; 2nd class 
Subscribers 10 Rs. Such sums to be applicable to the discharge of all claims against 
him on behalf of the Library. 


No person shall be entitled to take any books out of the Library until he shall have 
discharged all claims against him on behalf of the Library. 


No deposit shall be returnable except under an order in writing of the Curators. 


The Library shall be daily open (Sundays and space of seven days immediately 
preceding the Annual Mecting of Proprietors and Subscribers in each year only 
excepted) from 9 a.m. till 6p.m. 


Any proprictor or Ist or 2nd class subscriber shall be entitled to have delivered to him 
on his written order books from the Library if he provide a suitable bag or box for the 
secure conveyance of such books. 


No proprictors or Ist class subscribers shall be entitled to have out of the Library at 
any one time more than two sets of works and one periodical, nor any 2nd class 
subscriber more than one set of works and one periodical, without special leave of the 
Curators. 


Any works comprised in one volume and in general the works of any onc author or set 
of authors published together shall be accounted a set of works, provided that in 
voluminous works the Curators shall have power in their discretion to limit the 
number of volumes which shall be taken out at any one time. 


All works as received shall he entcred in the Library Catalogue, and the titles thercof 
shall be conspicuously notified in the Public Room. 


All new works shall also as received be entered in a book to be entitled a privilege- 
book, and such works shall be issuable to proprietors and subscribers who put their 


Rule 1 4th:- 


Rule /5th:- 


Rule 16th:- 


Rule 17th:- 


Rule 18th:- 


Rule 19th:- 


Rule 20th:- 
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names under the respective entries according to the order in which they put down 
their respective names, provided that proprietors and Ist class subscribers who put 
down their names withina month of the date of the receipt of such new works shal! be 
allowed to take such new works before any 2nd class subscriber. 


The person next in succession for such new works who does not apply for it one day 
after it has been returned to the Library shall be considered as having lost his turn and 
the first applicant on the list after him shall then be entitled to take out works. 


Any person taking out books shall be entitled to keep them for the following 
Periods exclusive of the day of delivery. 
Periodicals ws Monthly ...2 days. 

ee Quarterly ...4 days. 


New works te Vol. 8vo... 2 days. 
_ Vol.4to... | week. 
Vol. Folio ...2 weeks. 


Any proprictor or subscriber taking away books without giving notice to the Librarian 
shall pay a fine of 10 Rupces for each volume so taken. 


Any person not returning any book within the times limited by the Library Rules, 
shall pay a fine to be determined by the Curators not exceeding one mipece per 
volume for cach day of such undue detention. 


Any book found on return to the Library damaged shall be withdrawn from 
circulation until examined by the Curators, and the particular imperfection shall 
be notified in a conspicuous part of the book before it is re-issuable and the person 
in whose custody such book was when such damage occurred, shall be 
answerable to the Curators for such sum as they determine to be necessary to 
repair the same. 


When any fine has becn incurred by a person who has taken out books, notice thereof 
shall be given to him by the Librarian, and if not paid the fine shall be 
deducted from his deposit and no books be issued to him until his deposit be 
completed. 


That the printed catalogue be sold to proprictors, subscribers, and others, at the price 
of one rupee per copy. 


(Curators:- W.P. Grant Esq., Col. Dunlop, and James Kyd, Esq. 
Librarian:- W.H. Stacy, Esq. 
Sub-Librarian: Baboo Peary Chund Mittra). 
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EARLY PRINTED WORKS IN THE NATIONAL LIBRARY“ (1481-1700) 


from the Calcutta Public Library’s Collection 


(NL — Only copy known to exist in India is at the National! Library). Availability of the book in other libraries ts indicated 


by abbreviations: BM (British Museum). CLS (Carey Library, Serampore), AS (Asiatic Society, Calcutta), ASB (Asiatic Society, 


Bomb 


148} 


1514, 


1529. 


1536. 


1538. 


1539. 


1540. 


ay), DGAC (Director-General of Archaeology, Calcutta) and UB (University of Bombay). 


(15th Century) 


_ Plinius Secundus (Caius) [Begins] [Sig. A 2 recto:]. Caius Plynius Marco Suo Salutem (Sig. a. 3 
recto). Caii Plynii Secundi Naturalis Hystoriae Liber Primus (End). (Sig. ee, 2 verso:). Cai Plinii 
Secundi Naturalis hystoriae Liber tricesimus septimus & ultimus Finit. (Followed ny 
“Corretiones” and “Registrum” on three leaves) Parmaec, Opera & impensa Andreae 
Portiliae, 1481. fol. 266 leaves (without the page or pagination. The capital letters of the whole 
book are rubricated. Books 20 to 32 of the great work). BM, NL 


(16th Century) 


Hesychius, of Alexandria 
Hesychii Dictionarium .. Gr. (Ed. by A.P. Manutius. Ventiis. In Aedibus Aldi & Andreao Soceri, 
1514. 4to. fol.) Printed in double columns and without pagination. BM, NL 


Vergilius Maro, Publius 

Opera Virgiliana cum decem commentis docte et familiariter exposita .. Bucolica & Georgica a 
Servio, Donato, Mancinello & Probo cum adnotationibus Berealdinis, A Eneis vero ab iisdem 
preter Mancinellum & Probum & ab A.D. heat in cius principio. opusculorum praeterea quacdam 
ab D. Calderino. Familiariter oia ab J. Badio Addidimus praeterea opusculum aliud, in priapi 
lusum, quod in antea impressis minime reperitur. Lugduni. In typographaria officius Ionnis 
Crespeni). 1529. cclxviii, xcv, p. 1.1 woodcuts, 30 cm. in two parts. BM, NL 


Dante(Alighieri) 

Comedia del divino Poeta Danthe Alighiery con la dotta and leggiandra spositione diChristophoro 
Landino con somma diligentia & accuratissimo studio nouamente corretta & emendata : de infiniti 
errori purgata, ac etiandio di utilissime postille ornata: aggivntavi di nuovo uno 
copiosissima Tauola, nellequale si contengono le storie, saule, sentente & le cose memorabili & 
digne de annotaatione che in Tuta L’ operasi ritruano Vinegia, 1536. 8vo.. NL 


Aristotle 


Aristotelis Stagiritae opera, quae in hune usque diem extant omnia, latinitate partim nunc primum 
a uiris doctissimis donata, Graecum ad exemplar diligentissima recognita, etc. Basileae, Per T. 
Platterum, 1538. fol. NL 


Plinius Secondus (Caius) 


C. Plinii Secundi Historiae mundi libri... cum annotationibus, et indice. Basilecae. In officina 
Frobeniana, 1539.19p 1. 671 (216) p. 34 cm. NL 


Ariosto, Lodovico 


Orlando Furioso de Lodovico Ariosto all illustrassimo ereverendissimo cardinale, D.N no 
hippolito da este fuo signore. Lyons, 1540. 8vo. NL 


1552 


1554, 


1559, 


1562. 


1565. 


1567. 


1$70. 


1575. 


1577, 


1580. 


1581. 
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Bembo (Pietro) Cardinal 

Delle Lettere di M. Pietro Bembo primo (quarto) volume. Seconda impressione. Vinegia Appresso 
G Scotto, 1552. 4 vol. 8vo. BL,NL 
Vettori, Pictro 


Petri Victorii. Veriarum lectionum, libri XXV. Quae Corrupta, mutila & praepostere sita admiserat 
prima editio haec securnada sedulo castigauit, suquoue loco restituit. Cum indice plenissimo. 
Legduni, Apud Ioannem Temporalim. 1554. 4p. 1.486 (60)p. 23 cm. NL 


Diodorus, Siculus 

Diodari Siculi Bibliothecae historicae libri quindecim de quadraginta. Decem ex his 
Quindecimunquam prius fuerunt editi Anno MDLIX. Excudebat Henricus Stephanus illustris viri 
Huldrici Fuggeri typographus (Geneva), 1559.1.1 x, 847p. 30cm. (Greek title athead). © CLS,NL 


Ptolemaeus (Claudius) 

Geographia Cl. Ptolemaie Alexandrini, olim a Bilibaldo Pirckheimherio traslata, et nunc multis 
codicibus graccis collata, pluribusque in locis ad pristinam veritatem redacta ajosepho Moletio 
mathematico. Venetiis. Apud V. Valgrisium, 1562. 4p.1. Illus. 276p. 22cm. BM, NL 


Ramusio (Giovanni Battista) 

Della Navigatione et viaggi Conaggiunt a nellapresente quarta impressione del viaggio de M. 
Cesare de’ Federici, nell’ India Orientale, etc. Venetia, L’Anno, 1565-1606. 3 v. fold. maps. 30cm. 
(Vol.I only is of the 4th edition, vols. 2 and 3 are of the 3rd edition). NL 


Curio (Caelius Augustinus) 

Caelii Augustini Curionis Sarracenicae historiae libri II. In quibus Sarracenorum, Turcarum 
Aegypti Sultanorum, Mamalucorum, Assassinorum, Tartarorum, Sophianorumque qui in Perside 
regnant, origines & incrementa, Septingcnto rumque annorum res ab illis gestae, breuisime 
explicantur. His accessit Volfgangi Drechsleri, rerum Sarraceninarum Turcicarumque, chronicon, 
auctum & ad annum MDLXVII usque; perductum, etc. Basileae, 1567. fol. BL, NL 


Matthaeus, Westmonastericnsis 

Flores historiarum per Matthacum Westmonasteriensem collecti, praecipue de rebus Britannicis ab 
exordio mundi vsque ad Annum Dondini 1307. London, Ex officiana T. Marshi. 1570. Sp. 1, 466p., 
27x 19cm. BM, NL 


Joseph ben Gorion, pseud 

A Compendious and most marveilous historie, of the latter tymes of the Jewes Common Weale, 
begynnyng where the Bible Scryptures Ieaue. and countynuyng to the utter subvertion of that 
countrey and people...Tr. into English by Peter Morwyn. London, R. Fugge: 1575. 12mo. NL 


Lopes De Castenheda (Fernam) 
Historia dell’ Indie Orientali, scoperte, & Conquistate da’ Portoghesi Distinta in libri VII. tr. da A. 
Ulloa. Venetia, 1577-1578. 2 pts., 8vo. NL 


Lettere dell’ India. orientale scritte da Reuerendi della compagnia di Giesu, Nelle qua li si Scopre la 
grande arte usata da gli istessi par liberar I’an (...) ne di gli infideli Indiani dalla potesta del nimico 


infenale, and ridurle alla nostro santa sede, etc. Vinegia, 1580. 16 mo. NL 
Chartarius (Vincentius) 

Compendious, or brief examination of Certayne ordinary Complaints of our countrymen (in the 
from of dialogues by W.S.) London, 1581. NL 
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1581. 


1586. 


1586. 


1590. 


159}. 


1593. 


1594. 


1597, 


1597. 


1597; 
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Imagines Deorum quiab antiquis colebrantur...AbA. Verdcrio.. In meliorem ordinem digestae, etc. 
Lugdini. 1581. 8vo. NL 


Osorio Da Fonseca (Jeronymo) 
Historiae Hicronymi Osorii, Ivsitanis silvensis in Algarbiis episcopii de rcbus...Coloniae 
Agrippinae, Apud Hacredes Arnoldi Birckmanii, 1581. 368.1. 38p. 18cm. BM, NL 


Barahona de Soto (Luis) - . 
Primera parte de la Angelica de L. Barahona de Soto.. Con aduertimientos .. y breues summarios 
por...Pedro Verdugo de Sarria. Granada, H. de Mena, a costa de I. Diaz. 1586.ff.251.4t0 =BM,NL 


Tiraquellus (Andreas) 
Ex commentaris in pictonum consuctudines et jure maritali. Lugduni. 1586. 1. vol. NL 


Maffic, Giovanni Pietro 
Historiarum Indicarum libri xvi; selectarum item cx India Epistolarum libri iv: Accessit Ignatii 
Loiolae; vita, omnia ab auctore recognita & emendata. Coloniac Agrippinae. 1590, Ip. 1,84, 763p. 


17cm AS, ASB, NL 
Lettere del Giapone et della Cinade g!’anni MDLXXXXIX & MDXC. Scritte al RP Generale della 
compagnia di gicsu, Romace, 1591. 16mo. NL 
Orta Garcia de 


Aromatum, ct simplicium aliquot medicamentorum apvd Indes nascentivm historia: primum 
quidem lusitania lingua concripta a’d. Garcia ab Horto, proregis Indiae medico, deinde, latino 
sermone in epitomen contracta, et iconibus ad viuum exprissis, locupletioribusqz annotatiunculis 
illustrata a Carolo Clvsio Atrebate. 4ed. Castigatior & .. aliquot locis aactior. Antverpiac cx officina 
Platiniana, apud viduam & J. Morctum, 1593. 456p. 18cm BM, NL 


Torsellino, Orazio 

Horatii Tursellini E Societate lesv, de vila Francisci Xaverii t Qui primus e Socictate lesv in 
India, & Iaponia Evangelium promulgauit, cum privilagio svmmi pontificis. Rome, Ex typographia 
Gabiana, 1594. 19,394p. 15cm 


Aristotle 

(Apistoteaous Toustatei pitovtaswzo’ mena:) Operum Aristotelis statigiritae Philosophorum 
omniun longe principis nua editio, Graece and Latine; I. Latine interpretationcs Graeco contextiui 
conuenientiores and emendatiores, quam entehac editae sunt; Accesserunt ex hbris Aristotclis, qui 
hodie desiderantur, fragmenta quaedam Adiectii sunit Indicestresnture fragmenta quaedam 
Adiecti sunt Indicestres... auctorum, quiin Aristotelem seripserunt. I]. eorum quae scripserunt 
HI. rerum omnium locupletissimus. Leyden, 1597. 8vo. NL 


Romano, Giovanni Battista Peruschi 
Informatione del regno, et stato del Gran Re di Magor .. Cauata della relatione, and da molti 
particolari hauuti di la ]’annodel 1582 & del, 91 & 95, Roma, Appresso Luigi Zannetti, 1597. 71p. 


15cm. BM, DGAC, NL 
Vergilius Maro, Publius 

Virgilio-Centones...Probal, Falconiae. Hortinae, etc. Helmiaestadii, Excudebat lacobus, Lucius, 
Anno 1597. 162p. 20cm. Various pagings. NL 


1598. 


1598. 


1599. 


1600. 
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Gartner (Andreas) of Marienberg 
Dicteria, proverbialia, rhythmica, ab antiquitate mutuata et doctrinam ethicam complectentia cum 
versione Germanica Andreae Gartneri, Mariacmontani, His accesserunt Marcolphus, 
Regulae nuptiales, Sortilegium, Rhythmaticum Prognostica seu Practica Perpetua, Praecepta 
valetudinis et morum, Monopolium Philosophorum, etc. Frankfurt, 1598. 8vo. NL 
Tamblichus 
lamblichi de vita Pythagorae, & Protrepticac orationes ad philosophiam lib...1]... lohanne Arcerio 
Theodoreto...interprete. Franekeroc. 1598. 4to. NL 
Percival (Richard) 
1. Pleasant and delightful dialogues in Spanish and English, profitable to the learner, ctc. London, 
1599. NL 
2. Adictionaire in Spanish and English ...Enlarged by J. Minsheu, 1599. Fol. BM, NL 
3. A Spanish grammar, first collected and published by Richard Perciuale...now augmented and 
Increased ...by John Minsheu. London. Edn. Bollifant (Printers), 1599. 5.3-84p.27cm. Title vignette 
(printer’s mark. Bound with his Dictionary). NL 
Adrichomius (Christianus) 


Theatrum terrace sanctac et biblicarum historiarum, cum tabulis geographicis aere expressis 
(Another edition) Colonie Agrippinac. In officina Birckmanica, sumptibus A. Mylij, 1600. 286p. 


Fol. 
BM, NL, UB 
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17TH CENTURY RARE BOOKS 


The Ancient Ecclesiastical histories of the first six hundred years after Christ. (1st edition, 1585), 6th 
Edition, London, 1663. 


Anglorum Speculum; or, the worthies of England, London 1684. 
Avril, Philippe — Travels into diverse parts of Europe and Asia, London 1693. 
Beaumont, Francis (& J. Fletcher) — Fifty Comedies & Tragedies, etc, London, 1679. 


Bellers, John — Essays about the poor, manufacturers, trades, plantations & immorality, etc., London, 
1699. 


Bethel, Slingsby — Observations on the letter written to Sir Thomas Osborne. London, 1673. 
The Bible that is the Holy Scripture, etc. (Pub. GR. Barker), London, 1616. 

Bohours, Dominique— The life of St. Francis Xavier (tr. John Dryden), London, 1688. 
Bolton, Bobert— A short and private discourse, etc. concerning usury, London, 1637. 


Bovvman, Thomas - The marriage of cousins Germans vindicated from the censures of unlawfulness, etc. 
Oxford, 1673. 


Boyse, J.-A vindication of the Rev. Mr. Alexander Osbom (re: the affairs of Ircland), London, 1690. 


Briscoe, John - A discourse on thelate funds of the Million-Act, Lottery Act, and Bank of England, London, 
1694. 


Browne, Sir Thomas - Pseudodoxia epidemica; or, enquiries into very many received tenets, etc. London, 
1646. 


Backingham, the Second Duke (Villiers, George) - A Letter to Sir Thomas Osborne (re. the book called the 
‘Present Interest of England’, etc.) London, 1672 


Carter, William (Clothier) — An abstract of the Proceedings of W. Carter (a plea to some objections urged 
against him). London, 1691. 


Carter, William (Clothier) — The usurpation of France upon the trade of the wollen manufacturers, etc. 
London, 1695. 


Cary, John — An essay on the coyn and credit of England (re. her trade). Bristol, 1696. 
An account the proceedings of the Corporation of Bristol, London, 1700. 


The Casc of Usury further debated. London, 1684. 


Cave, William - Apostolici; or, the history of the lives, acts, etc. of the contemporaries of the Apostles. 3rd 
edition, London, 1687. 
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Chamberlayne, Edward — England’s wants; or several proposals beneficial for England. London, 1667. - 
Ditto (2nd enlarged edition) London, 1688. 


Chardin, Sir John — Travels into Persia and the East Indies, with the coronation of Solyman III, King of 
Persia. London, 1686. (Another edition, London, 1691). 


- Child, Sir Josia— 1. Amethod concerning the relief and employment of the poor. London, 
1699. 
2.A treatise on trade (re. the utility of East India trade) London 1681. 
3. Brief Observations concerning trade and interest of money. London, 
1668. 
Clarke, George —A treatise of wool and cattle. London, 1677. 


Clear and evident way for enriching the nations of England and Ireland. London, 1650. 


Clearicus, Mercati, ctc. — A humble remonstrance for the draught of a Bill (concerning the Clerks of the 
market and the legal proceedings thereof), Lond. 1641. 


Clement, Simon — A discourse of the general notions of money, trade, exchange, ctc. Lond. 1695. 
Coke,Roger— 1. Atreatise concerning the regulation of the coyn of England (and about 
the improvement of the East India trade), London. 1696. 
2. A treatise wherein is demonstrated that the Church and State of England 
are in equal danger with the trade of it, ctc. London, 1671. 


Collection of records and original papers (relative to the history of Reformation), London, 1683. 


- Collection of travels through Turkey into Persia, and the East Indies (with a relation of wars between 
Aurangzeb, and his brothers: and an account of Japan; and the travels of Tavernicr, Bernier ), 2 
vols. London, 1684. 


A Commission to the Lords for relief of the poor. London, 1630. 
Confucius — Morals of Confucius. London, 1691. 
Cooke, Alexander —A dialogue between a Protestant and a Papist (about Pope Joan), Lond. 1610. 
Coryat, Thomas — Thomas Coriate, traveller for the English wits. London, 1616 
Cotgrave, Randle — 1.A dictionary of the French and English tongues, London, 1611. 
2. - Ditto - another edition (enlarged by R. Sherwood), 2 vols. London, 


1672-3 


Cotton, Sir Robert- An exact abridgement of the records of the Tower of London (revised by William 
Prynne). London, 1657. 


Covert, Capt. Robert — A true and almost incredible report (from) a ship called Assenson in Cambaye. 
London, 1631. 


" Cowley, Abraham — Works (with a memoir by T. Spart, 9th edition), London, 1700. 
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Cradocke, F. — Wealth discovered (an essay on the policy of taxation), London, 1661. 


Culpepper, Sir Thomas — 1. A discourse (regarding) the abatement of usury. London, 1668. 
2. The necessity of abating usury reasserted. London, 1670. 


Davenant, Charles — An essay on East India trade. London, 1696. 


Devila, Henrico Caterno - The history of the civil wars of France (tr. from the Italian by SirC. 
Cottrall), 2nd imprint, Savoy, 1678. 


Dellon,Gabricl- 1. The history of the Inquisition at Goa (tr. by H. Warton), London, 1688. 
2. A voyage to the East Indices (Madagascar & Surat). London, 1698. 


. Drummond, William (of Hawthornden) - The history of Scotland from 1423 to 1542. London, 1665. 


Duquesque, M. - A new voyage to the East Indies in 1690-91 (containing an account of Maldives, Sencgal, 
Gambia, etc.), London, 1696. 


East India Company. The East India trade, a most profitable trade to the Kingdom. London, 1677. 
(Another edition, under the title, ‘A treatise concerning the East India Trade’), London, 1696. 


The East Indics : The answer to the Hollander’s declaration concerning the occurrents of the East India, etc. 
London, 1622. 


Ecclesiastical Laws: A glance on the ecclesiastical Commission (a discourse on the power of making and 
altering ecclesiastical laws). London, 1690. 


Faria Ysousa, Manuel de - The Portuguese Asia: or, the history of the discovery and conquest of India by the 
Portuguese (trans. Capt. Stevens). London, 1695. 


Filmer, Sir Robert - Observations concerning the original and various forms of government. London, 1676. 
Fryer, Dr. John — A new account of East India and Persia (travels, 1672-1686). London 1698. 


Fryke, (and Christopher Schewitzer) — A relation of two several voyages made into the East Indies, etc., 
London, 1700. 


Fuller, Thomas— 1. The history of the holy war, London, 1638. 
2. The holy state etc., 3rd edition. London, 1652. 
3. A Pisgah-sight of Palestine with a history of the Old and New Testament. 
London, 1650 
Gadbury, John - An ephemeris of the celestial motions for the year 1680 (168 1), etc. London, 1672. 
Gale, T. - Galeus, Theophilus— Philosophia gencralis, etc. London, 1676. 
Geddes, Michael - 1. The Church history of Ethiopia, 1696. 


2. The History of the Church of Malabar from the year 1501. (Trans. from the 
Portuguese). London, 1694. 
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A General Collection of discourses of the virtuos: of France upon the questions of all sorts of philosophy 
(trans.G. Havers). London, 1664. 


Gentleman, Tobias — England’s way to win wealth and employ ships and mariners, ete. London, 1614 
Glanius — A rclation ofan unfortunate voyage to the kingdom of Bengala London 1682. 
Goodwin, Philip —The Mystery of dreams . London, 1658. 


Guicciardini, Francesco— History of the wars in and about Italy, 1492 to 1532 (3rd edition, translated by G. 
Fenton). London, 1618. 


Haines,R - | England’s weal and prosperity (a plea for establishing public workhouses and for 
promotion of industry) London, 1681. 
2 Amethod of government of such working alm-houses as may be erected in every county 
London, 1679 
Hale, Sir Matthew —A discourse touching provision for the poor of London, 1683 


Harford, R.— Proposals for building in every country a working alm-house, etc, to perfect the trade of 
linnen cloth London, 1677 


Helvicus, Christopher — The historical and chronological theatre (trans & enlarged) London, 1687 


Herbert, Sir Thomas — Some years’ travels into the diverse parts of Africa and Asia, the great. London 
(1638) London, 1677 


Heylin Peter— 1 Cosmographie in four books (being the history of the world), 2nd edition, 
London, 1657 (another edition, 1682) 
2. Cosmographie, the third book (history ofAsia) London, 1668 
Hobbes, Thomas — Leviathan, London, 1651 


Holles, Denziel (Baron) —The general question concerning the judicature of the House of Peers (with the 
case of Thomas Skinner) London, 1669 


Holmes, N — Usury in injury etc. London, 1640 
Homer.— The Iliad and Odyssey of Homer (trans T Hobbes), 2nd edition London, 1677 
J.C —Brief observations concerning trade and interest of moncy. London, 1668 


Jenner, Thomas — London’s blame, 1f not its shame, manifested by the great neglect of the fishery, etc 
London, 1651. 


Johnson, Thomas (Merchant) — A plea for Freemen’s liberties, or the monopoly of the Eastland merchants 
anatomised. London, 1646. 


Knoles, Richard — The general historie of the Turkes, etc. (5th edition, London, 1638) —do—anothe: edition 
(with a continuation by Sir P. Rycaut), 3 vols. London, 1667-1700. 
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Knox, Capt. Robert —A historical relation of the island Ceylon, etc. London, 1681. 


La Calprenede, Seigneur de (Gaultier de Coste) - Cassandra, the fam’d romance in five parts (trans. Sir 
Charles Cotterelle). London, 1667. 


Laloubere, de — New historical relation of the kingdom of Siam. London, 1693. 


Leather Transportation : a humble petition concerning the grievance of the transportation of leather. 
London, 1641. 


L’Estrange, Sir Roger — Some questions concerning the election of members for the ensuing Parliament ... 
together with a reply, etc. London, 1640 


Alctter toa friend upon the dissolving of the late Parliament, London, 1690. 
Locke, John —A letter concerning toleration. London, 1689. 


Louis XIV ( king of France). The Great Bastard ( Louis XIV) protector of the little one (i.¢. Prince James 
Edward Francis Stuart). Cologne, 1689. 


Lowndes, William — A farther eassy for amendment of the gold and silver coins. London, 1695. 


Marianna, Juan de — The general history of Spain, from the first peopling of it by Tubal, till...the present 
reign (tr. by Capt. J. Stevens). London, 1699. 


Miege, Guy — The new state of England under their majestics King William and Queen Mary. London, 
1691. 


Ogilby, John — 1. Asia, the first part, being an accurate description of Persia, India, etc. London, 1673. 
2. Atlas Japanesis, being remarkable addresses by way of embassy from the East India 
Company to the emperor of Japan. London, 1670. 
Olearius, Adam — The voyages and travels of the ambassadors by the Duke of Holstein to the great 


Duke of Muscovy and the king of Persia. 2nd edition, 2 vols. London, 1669 


Petty, William — Two essays in political arithmetick conceming the people, housing, hospital, ctc. of 
London and Paris. London 1687. 


Poppery and tyranny; or; the present state of France. London, 1679. 
The proposal for raising the price of tin. London, 1697. 


Prynne, William — A declaration and protestation against the new tax and extortion of excise in general. 
London, 1654. 


-do- Historio-Mastix; the players scourge. London, 1633. 


Purchas, Samuel — His Pilgrimage (4th edition). 1625-26. 
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Quarn— The Alcoran of Mahomet (Trans. from French). London 1688. 
Raleigh, Sir Walter—The history ofthe world. London, 1677. 
The Regulating silver coin, made practicable and easie (by a lover of his country). London, 1696. 


Rycaut, Paul— Turkish history (being a continuation of Knole’s history), 6th edition 2 vols. London, 
1687. 


Sandys, George— Sandy’s travailes, containing history of the Turkish empire. London, 1658 


Smith, John (D.D.) - The pourtract of old age (a paraphrase upon the six former verses of the 12th chap. of 
Eccles.), 2nd edn. London, 1666. 


Smith, Sir Thomas (compiler) - The common-wealth of England and government therof, etc., London 
1601. 


Some useful reflections upon ...‘A brief iccount of the intended Bank of England’ (including a description 
of Dr. Chamberlen’s bank), 2nd edn., London, 1694. 


Story, George Warter—An imperial history of the wars of Ireland ... from March 1691, etc., 2 vols., London 
1693. 


Struys, Jean— The voiages and travels of Jean Struys through Italy, Greece, Persia, etc. (trans. John 
Morrison) , London, 1684. 


Suetonius, Tranquillus, Gaius — The history of the twelve Caesars, emperors of Rome. London, 1672. 


Taylor, Silvanus— Common-good; or the improvement of commons, forests, etc. by inclosure. London 
1652. 


Temple, Sir William— An essay upon taxes, calculated for the present juncture of affairs in England. 
London, 1693. 


Thevenot, jean de— The travels of Monsieur de Thevenot into the Levant (and Persia and the East Indies). 
London, 1687. 


Thucydides — The history of the Grecian war, in eight books (trans. By Thomas Hobbes), 2nd edn. 1676. 
Tract against usurie presented to the High Court of Parliament. London, 1688. 
Turner, Thomas- 1. The case of the Bankers and creditors. London. 1674 
2. The case of the bankers and their creditors more fully stated and examined. 
London, 1675. 


Two letters concerning the East India Company. London, 1676. 


Valle, Pietro della —The travels of Sig. Pietro della Valle into East India and Arabia deserta, etc. (Trans. by 
G Havers. Also contains an account of Sir Thomas Roe’s voyage) . London 1665. 


Vaughan, Rice — A discurse of coin, and coinage, etc. London, 1675. 
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Vickaris, A. -—An essay for regulating the coin. London, 1696. 


Violet, Thomas, — An appeal to Ceasar, wherein gold and silver is proved to be the Kings majesties royal 


commodity. London, 1660. 
Wheeler, John - A treatise of commerce (showing the commodities arising from a well-ordered and ruled 


trade). London, 1601. 
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Notes And References 


! This full-sized marble bust, on a marble column with ornamental footing, erected 1n his honour by hrs ‘fellow-citizens of 
Calcutta’ in January 1842, orginally stood in the vestibule of the Metcalfe Hall “half obscured by book-shelves and packing cases 
as a result of the transfer of the Imperial Library to the Hal!” (Cotton, H EA , Calcutta old and new NR Ray’s edition, Calcutta 
1980 p 637) The bustisa work of the sculptorH Weckes, pupil of Sir Francis C hantrey (Cotton, op cit .p 646) 


2 The name of the Imperial Library was chinyed to National Library in 1948 and the official and legal name of that 
mstitution atter 1976 1s National Library of India (The) National Library of India Act, 1976 (Act No 76 of 1976), II June 1976 
article 18 “Library to be known as ‘National Library of India’ and location of Library -*(1) On and after the commencement of this 
Act the Library shall be known as ‘the National Library of India ‘and any reference to the National Library in any law for the time 
being in force or in any indenture, instrument or other document shall be construed as reference to the National Library of India (2) 
The Library shal! continue to be located at Calcutta” (The text printed here 1s as on 3 1-8-1997) This Act has thus changed the name 
of the institution located at Calcutta and known at the commencement of the C onstitution as the National | ibrary 


(The) Imperial Library (C hange of Name ) Act, 1948 (Act 51 of 1948) in the statement of the Objects and Reasons stated 
In view of the constitutional changes in the country it 1s not appropriate that the word ‘Imperial 1s associated with national 
institutions in India Ithas therefore, been decided to change the name of Imperial Library Calcutta The Bul seeks to ensure that 
the relevant reference to the Imperial Library Act of 1902 are construed as reference to the National Library’ (Gazette of India 
1948 pt V page 613) (The) Imperial Library (Change of Name) Act 1948 (Act 51 of 1948) dated 8th September 1948 article 
2 ‘Imperial Library to be known ds ‘National library On and after the commencement of this Act, the Imperial Library shall be 
known as the National F ibrary and any reterence to the Imperial Library tn any law for the time being in force ot in any indenture 
instrument or other document shall be constnied as a reference to the National L brary ” (Text as printed on 28-2-1995) Thus 
National Library existed from 8th September 1948 to 11th June 1976 only 


3 Cotton op cit, pp 634-637 has given a good account of Dwarkanath Tagore Blair B Aling (Partner in Fmpue 
Dwarkanath Tagore and the Age of Enterprise in Lastern India Calcutta 1981, x114276p ) and Krishna Kripalani (ar akanath 
Tagotc 4 Forgotten Pronect NBT, 1981 305p) have studied Dwarkanath Tagore in recent years Dwarkanath Tagore and 
Russomoy Dutt were the two natives together with five Englishmen and one Last Indian appointed to collect subscriptions ete for 
the Library & Metcalfe Hall (Freedom of the Press Meeting 20th August 1835 - full text from the Fredishaan as printed i the 
Calcutta Monthly Journal Sept 1835, pp 256-58) 


4 Impeutal Library (Indentures Validation) Act, 1902 


5 Prosonno Coomar Tagore’s name first appears in the history of the Calcutta Public Library as one present at the meeting 
held on 8 March 1836 13 days before the opening of the library He was also, thus one of the proprietors of the I thrary from its very 
mceeption He died in 1868 and his share reverted to the Library in 1873 as it was not transferred to anyone by him 


6 Kesavan BS ,/ndia s National Library Calcutta 1961, p 15 


7 Kesavan op cit’ pp 255-258 for Maulana’s speech on the occasion 


& Kesavan, op cit, p 261 Why this ndiculous rule was included in the Lending Rules of the National Library cannot be 
explained as the statutary liability under the Imperial | brary (Indentures Validation) Act 1902 had clearly stated that the 
Proprietors of the Calcutta Public Library enjoyed the privilege during their life-trme only All shares were purchased by the 
Government of India, whether they were transferable, or lite orheldin abeyance No minor’s share appeared on the hist in 1902 to 
continue this provision 


9 Astatic Journal (London), February 1836, pp 119-20 Dwarkanath's name as a donor of Rs 200 only to the vested fund 
(Appendix to the Report on Calcutta Public Library for 1847-48, pp 19-21) Perhaps his share value (Rs 300) was deducted from 
Rs 500 MM Munuk’s name for vested fund stood first with Rs 1,000, followed by that of Lord Auckland (Rs 200) and 
Dwarkanath Lord Auckland became a Proprietor of the Library as soon as he assumed the office of the Governor-General of India 


10 Strangely, this bust was not transferred to Victoria Memorial, though Cotton (op cit, p 637) pointed out it in these 


words (p 637) “ its to be hoped that it has not been forgotten, and that it 1s tended 1n course of time to transfer it to the Victoria 
Memorial Hall” 
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11 Kesavan, B S op cit, pp 250-255 for Lord Curzon’s speech at the opening of the Imperial Library 


12 The marble tablet (reading “In memory of John Macfarlane, first Librarian of the Impenal Library, Calcutta, !901- 
1906 Born at Merevale, Warwickshire, April 28, 1866, on the staff of the British Museum 185-1901, died in London December 5, 
1906 This tablet 1s erected by his friends both in England and India as a token of their esteem and affection”) was originally inserted 


inthe west wall of Metcalfe Hall, ground floor hall 


13. Kesavan, op cit, pp 13-14 This ts an extract from the Resolution (Home Department No 201-7 dated 30 January 
1903) of Governemnt of India (KN Dhar, ‘The Imperial Library, Calcutta’, Calcutta Review, No 299, January 1920, pp 67-80) 
Exactly the same language was used by Lord Curzon in his speech at the C ouncil meeting on 10 January 1902 while moving the 
Imperial Library (Indentures Validation) Bull, 1902, vide “Abstract of the Proceedings of the Counc! of the Govemor-General of 


India 1902”, vol XLI, pp 3-5 
14 Chapman, J A , ‘The Imperial Library, past and future’ Calcutta Review March 1922 (pp 452-457), pp 453-457 


1S Kesavan, op cit ,p 27 


16 Bose, Bani, ‘A short history of the National Library’, Modern Review for February and March 1953, pp 128-132 & 
207-210, Richey Committee Report, pp 209-210 


17 The delay ts rather lengthening 

18 Naw, PT . Proceedings of the Asiatic Soctety, vol IV, Book I, Calcutta, 2000, pp 143-144 
19 Bengal Club, 1827-1970, Calcutta, 1970, p 22 

20 Quoted in the Bengal Club, p 23 

21 The dates of establishment of these institutions are approximate 

22 These names have been taken from the Bengal Directory of 1835 


23 Calcutta Review, vol VI, July-December 1846, page Ixu (Miscellaneous Notices—Catalogue of the Calcutta Public 
Library, 1846) Longueville Clarke who established the Calcutta Bar Library Club said at the Freedom of the Press meeting at the 
Town Hall on 20 August 1835 “He might also state that ten years ago he had proposed amongst hts own professional triends a 
hibrary for a particular class of books, which had succeeded so far as to contain at the present moment no less than 2 000 volumes, 
although the books were of the most expensive class, and were only to be purchased by paying eighty per cent dearer for them in this 
country than in England” (Calcutta Monthly Journal for September 1835, p 257) 


24 Bengal Almanac for 1841 (Calcutta. Samuel Smith & Co , 1840), Chronological Account, clx1x 

25 Bengal Almanac for 1841 Chronological Account, clut 

26 Calcutta Revtew , VI, July-December 1846, p Ixu 

27 Ohdedar.A K , The Growth of the Library in Modern India 1498-1836, Calcutta, 1966, pp 136-140 
28 Calcutta Review, V1, July-December 1846, Ixin 


29 Stocqueler was the pen-name He was “Siddons” in real life Nair, PT , British Social life im Ancient Calcutta (Calcutta, 
1983). pp 185-195 for details 


30 Ohdedar, op cit,p 141 fordetails 
31 Nair PT , British Social Lyfe, pp (5-6) 189-190 


32 Sir John Peter Grant practised at the Bar of the Calcutta Supreme Court after his resignation of the yudgeship of the 
Bombay Supreme Court in April 1829 He was Professor of Law and Political Economy of the Hindoo College from 1830 to 1833, 
till his elevation as a puisne judge of the Calcutta Supreme Court He was one of the chief promoters (and proprietors) of the 
Calcutta Public Library 
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33 Leith, one of the promoters of the Calcutta Public Library, was a proprietor since tts inception He left India in April 
1845 and his share reverted to the Library in 1850 Leith (1809-1887) practised at the Bar of the Calcutta Supreme Court, became 
Professor of Law at Hatleybury (1853-57) and M P for Aberdeen, 1872-80 


34 Charles Thackeray (1794-1846), uncle of the novelist, was a barrister of the Calcutta Supreme Court He was fond of 
the bottle and sank into an obscure grave in Calcutta (Hunter, WW, The Thackeray's in India, London, 1897, pp 113-115) 
Thackeray's name as a proprictor of the Calcutta Public Library 1s not in its records 


35 Nair, PT , British Social Life,p 194 Stocqueler, The Memou s of a Journalist, London, 1873, p 107 Kesavan, Ohdedar 
and others have also quoted this passage 


36 The full text of this Address 1s reproduced here from Calcutta Review’ VI. July-December 1846, pp Ixun-iv Part of it, as 
it appeared in the Englishman of 20 August 1835, was reproduced by Abulfazal M Fazle Kabir (The Libsartes of Bengal 1700- 
1947, London, pp 109-110) H Beveridge (‘The Calcutta Public Library’, National Magazine, New Series, No 6, June 1890, pp 
201-209) also reproduced part of it with the preface that it contained “some needlessly floral language" Sukhendra Lal Mittra, in 
his article ("The Calcutta Public Library and Babu Peary Chand Mittra’, National Magazine, vol 28, February 1914, pp 74-84) 
also used part of this address 


37 Thisis taken from Kabir’s (op cit, pp 109-110) version 


38 The proceedings of this meeting were printed in the Eng/rshman (date?) which was reprinted in the Calcutta Month; 
Journal for September 1835, pp 256-258 Ohdedar (op cit ,pp 220-227) has also reproduced the proceedings fiom this source We 
have indicated the pagination of the Calcutta Monthly Journal m reproducing 1t in the Appendix Only :mportant points are quoted 
m this Chapter 


The date of establishment of the Calcutta Public Library should be taken as 20 August 1 835 as this meeting was conv ened 
and presided over by the Shenff It was primarily meant for celebrating the Freedom of the Press 


39 We have inserted the name from the roster of Shenffs of Calcutta though his name was not mentioned by any 
newspaper We wonder if he were the same Richard Howe Cockerell, R N who died in Calcutta on 7 August 1839 at the age of 40 
years and 8 months (Bengal Obituary, 1848, p 174) 


40 HM Parker( 1796-1868) of Bole Ponj:s fame He stood first 1n social rank in Calcutta 


41 The wording of the Resolution shows clearly that the liberation of the Press was to be commemorated by the erection of 
the building after Sir C T Metcalte for the reception of a public subscription Library which mn fact the Calcutta Public Library was 
throughout its chequered existence It was a public Library for those who wanted to read books within its walls and a subscription 
library for those who could afford to pay for such a privilege, without caste, colour and nationality distinctions 


42 Kabur, op cit ,p 110 


43 Proceedings of this meeting in full were reported in the Englishman and reproduced by the Calcutta Monthly Jounal 
for October 1835, pp 277-82 


44 Dr Francis Pemble Strong, Surgeon of the Suburbs of Calcutta or 24 Parganas (left India 1857, died 1858) lived at 
Esplanade Row, No 12 Esplanade ran from the present Dharamatala strect in a straight line to the banks of the Hooghly river The 
construction of the Govt House (Raj Bhavan) divided Esplanade into two halves. East and West The Justices of Peace, the 
predecessors of the Municipal Corporation, renumbered (1 to 8) Esplanade Row West from the Accountant General's Office 
(Treasury Buildings) The Town Hall 1s 4 Esplanade (Row) West Esplanade East was sumilarly allotted numbers from Government 
Place Eust to Bentinck Street (Nos 1 to 12) No 31s Thacker Spink & Co (now Peerless Bhavan) The former Esplanade Row No 
12 became No 4 Esplanade (Row) East. Dr Strong’s House, therefore. stood next to Thacker & Co ’s house. separated by Dacre’s 
Lane Dr Strong's house was demohshed and the present butlding came up mits place No 5 was 4-storeyd Gordon's Building m 
1827, the first home of Bengal Club (The Bengal Club, pp 17-38) No 6 was called Belattee Bungalow (Cotton, op cit, p 173) 
Both these were demolished to make room for the Mihtary Secretariat The Impenal Library occupied (from 1923 to 1953) No § 
Even now a portion of No 5 Esplanade East ts in the occupation of the National Library for its Esplanade Reading Rooms for bound 
volumes of newspapers This portion was in the occupation of Thacker, Spink & Co (from 1912 to 1920) After their removal to 
their own building, the Imperial Library was shifted to Esplanade East in 1923 The Calcutta Public Library remained at Dr 
Strong's house from 1836 to early part of July 1841 It was shifted to Fort William College rooms m the Writers’ Busidings in the 
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latter part of 1841 and remaincd there for the next three years until it was shifted to Metcalfe Hall in June 1844. 


45. The names are too well-known. W.H. Macnaghten, afterwards Sir William Hay Macnaghten. Capt. D.L. Richardson 

" (1801-1865). Dr. Ranken (James Ranken, M.D., 1788-1848) — appointed to Indian Medical Service, 1809; Post-Master General, 

N.W.P., 1841-45, when he retired. Died in Ayrshire, 3 May 1848. Served in the Fourth Mahratta or Pindari War, (1817-1818). John 

Bell died on 16 November 1838, aged 36 years: buried at North Park Street cemetery. (P.T. Nair, Proceedings of the Asiatic 
Society, vol. IV, Book IL, p. 1904). 


William Carr, partner of Dwarkanath Tagore. Russic Krishna Mullick (1810-1858), editor of Jnananessan, Deputy 
Collector of Burdwan for 20 years. Scott Thompson was, of course, the well-known chemist whose Scott Thompson & Co. gave 
rise to Scott Thompson’s Comer to Esplanade East and East side of Government House. The Esplanade Mansion of Sir David Ezra 
occupies the site of Scott Thompson's premisses. Russomoy Dutt (born 1779, died {4 May 1854) - details in P.T. Nair’s 
Proceedings of the Asiatic Society, vol. II, Book N11, p. 1945. 


46. The Library did not have 100 proprietors at any time betwecn 1835 and 1902. The maximum number in one particula: 
year was 5. The shares had no commercial value and did not get any dividends. Every now and then the proprietors were called 
upon to make contributions to specific objects. ‘ 


47. Calcutta Monthly Journal for October 1835, p. 282. 


48. Bani Bose (Modern Review for February !835, p. 128) stands corrected by this report which stated. “In answer to an 
application for the temporary use of apartments in the Town Hall, the Town Hall Committee obligingly assigned a room to the 
Library”. 


49. Calcutta Monthly Journal, December 1835, p. 336, 


50. Most of the recommendations of the Committee were adopted as rules of the Library. We are not, therefore, reproducing 
them here, The Proceedings of this meeting as appeared in the Calcutta Monthly Journal {borrowed from Bengal Hurkaru) for 
. December 1835, pp. 335-37 may be read in the Appendix I. 


51. J.R. Colvin (1807-1857), I.C.S., Lieutenant-Govermor of N. W. Provinces, 1853-157. 


$2. Hough's name is mentioned by Kabir, op. cir., p. 124 and Calcutta Monthly Journal for December 1835, p. 371 in the 
Miscellaneous news thus: “The Public Library — The number of Proprietors of the Library is rapidly increasing. Mr. Hugh has been 
appointed temporary Librarian, and a permanent one will be appointed as soon as circumstances justify such an application of 
funds”. His name as a writer for the Englishman is known and Directories of ]835-37 and Margarita Barn’s Jndian Press, p.197 
Kabir gives the name as “Gi Hough”. George Hough was Assistant of F. Chapman & Co. In 1838 and another G Hough known tous 
was Deputy Collector at Cuttack. The candidature of H. Hough (Dr. Henry Francis Hough - details in P.T. Nair’s Proceedings of the 
Asiatic Society, Vol. III, Book II, p. 1963), who was Supdtg. Surgeon at this time is ruled out. 


; 53. Calcutta Monthly Journal for January 1836, p. 18. Suresh Chandra Moitra (complied), Selections from Jnanannesan 
Calcutta, 1979, pp. 83-85, for farewell address to Sir J.P. Grant by the Hindoo College students, delivered by “Baboo Peary Chund 
Mittro” on November 13, 1833. Peary Chand was a favourite student of Sir J.P. Grant. 


$4. Calcutta Monthly Journal for January 1836, pp. 48-49. The Proceedings of the General Mceting of Proprictors and 
Subscribers of the Calcutta Public Library held at the Library Rooms on § March 1836 read: “The Curators, after a careful 
consideration of the merits of the different candidates who presented themselves, have appointed Mr. Stacy to the office of 
Librarian. They have also appointed Peery Chund Mitter to the office of Sub-Librarian. Considering all that was spent upon the 
establishment until the Library was opened as diminishing the very small capital upon which the Library depends, they have 
endeavoured to keep these expenses as low as a due attention to the work to be done would allow, and though they did not think it 
Tight to avail themselves of Mr. Stacy's liberal offer to do gratuitously all the laborious work preparatory to opening the Library, 
they were glad to be able to secure his services, for this purpose at 100 rupces per month, or half the salary which it has been thought 
right to affix to the situation which he holds”. (Calcutta Monthly Journal for April 1836, p. 99) 


55. Kabir, op. cit., p. 124. 


56. Relevant portions from GW. Johnson’s The Stranger in India: or Three years in Calcutta (London, 1843, 2 vols., Vol. 
304p. and vol. 11, 294p.) are reproduced in P.T. Nair’s Calcutta in the 19th Century (Calcutta, 1989, pp. 817-854), p. 834. 


57. Obviously a printing mistake. Read 13,000. The Library contained 9, 236 volumes in 1841 (Bengal Almanac for 
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184] Calcutta, 1840, pp 463-67 for Rules and this figure) and 15,408 volumes in 1846 (vide Catalogue of the year) 


58 The circulation of 1841-1842 consisted of 10,784 works or 20,863 volumes (Kabur, op cit p 124) based on the history 
of the library given in the 1846 Catalogue 


59 The Bengal Directory and Annual Register for 1836 sted (p 442) himas Libranan, “Calcutta Library” (and residing at 
*Mainde Baugan’) The 1843 Directory listed “William Stacey, Auditor, Military Auditor General's Office, 229 Mandy Bagan” 


60 Dr Joshua Marshman, seconded by Colonel Beatson (= Colonel Wiliam Stuart Beastson, 1788-1837, 10th Light 
Cavalry, Adjutant General, 7th Light Cavalry, died at sea, 13 April 1837 on board the Robar ts on his way to Engiand) suggested a 7- 
membei team of Curators (Dr Strong, J Kyd, Russomoy Dutt, Col Dunlop and J Kyd) (Calcutta Monthh Jow nal for Apul 1836 
p 100) 


61 In the history of the Calcutta Public Library included in the 1846 Catalogue it 1s stated “Among the Rules relative to 
the cnculation of books, those with regard to the pecuniary deposits having proved unpopular, are in abeyance” (Calcutta Review, 
vol VI for July-December 1846, Ixv) From the proceedings of the meeting of the proprietors and subscribers of the Calcutta Public 
Library held at the Library rooms on 6 August 1836 (Calcutta Month Journal for Sept 1836, p 370 borrowed trom Bengal 
Hurkaru) we find “Proposed by Mr Gardiner and seconded by Capt Taylor, that in consequence of the rule regarding a deposit 
having been found inconvenient, it be in abeyance till the General Meeting in February next” To this an amendment was proposed 
by Mr WP Grant and seconded by Mr Ochme, that Mr Gardinet’s resolution be advertised in the newspapers, and a special 
meeung called for this day fortnight to consider it The amendment being put to the vote was reyected and Mr Gardiner 5 
proposition was afterwards carned by a majority of votes This matter was not taken up for discussion at any of the subsequent 
meetings of the Library 


62 Catalogues of the Calcutta Public Library except those of 1855 and 1898 are not available in the National Library of 
India The Catalogue of the Calcutta Public Library for 1836 has not come to our notice in any other hbrary 


63 Calcutta Month, Journal for January 1836, p 49 He did not cut off his connection with the Library, attended the 
meeting of 8 March 1836 His name as apropnietor is not found in any record of the Calcutta Public Library 


64 The Bengal Club, 1827-1970, p 23 

65 Nair, PT, British Social Life, p(8) 192 

66 Proceedings of the meeting of 31 October 1835 (Cale utta Monthh Jounal for December 1835, p 335 ) 
67 Kabir, op cit pp 113-114 Asiane Journal, February 1836,pp 119-120 


6% Proccedings of the Calcutta Public Library meeting dated 31 October (Calcutta Monthl Journal tor December 1835 
p 335) 


69 Ohdedar.op cit p 156 from the report of Col Joseph WJ Ouseley, Secretary to the College, submitted to the Govt on 
23 September 1835 


70 Kabir, op cit p 114 Bengal Public Consultation, 23 September 1835, Item 35 


71 Governor of Bengal and Governor-General of India was one and the same man upto 19)2, though a separate 
Lreutenant-Governorship was created in 1854 


72 Kabu,op cit p 115, Bengal Public Consultation, 19 November 1835 Item 33 


73 Kabir, op cit, p 116, Bengal Public Consultation, 23 December 1835 Item 18, Ohdedar, ap cit p 156, The 
Englishman 9 December 1835 quoted in the Calcutta Monthly Journal for January 1836, p 18 


74 Kabir, op cit, p 116, 


75 This number 1s given by Ohdedar. op cit, p 156, The Calcutta Monthly Journal for March 1836, p 92 makes the 
number 5,000 volumes The Bengal Hurkaru, 19 October 1835 also gives this number (1772 works lent by the Government 
consisting of about 5,000 volumes) Beveridge (National Magazine June 1890, p 202) mentions 4,675 volumes The official 
history of the Calcutta Public Library contamed in its 1846 Catalogue also mentions this figure (quoted tn the Ca/cutta Review Vol 
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6 for July-December 1846, p Lxiv) The names ofA PR Jackson and John Bell are not found even among the provisional curators 
to sign the transfer deed 


76 Calcutta Monthly Journal tor April 1836, p 99 


77 Beveridge, op cit ,p 202 (Vide letter No 28 of [4-8-1839 in the Public Dept to Bengal Govt Report on the Calcutta 
Library for 1889, p 10 note ) 


78 Nair P T Proceedings of the Astatu Society, vol TV, Book I, (Calcutta 2000), pp 307 and 837-838 
79 West Bengal Archives, General Proceedings, 22-24, April 1871 


80 This number 1s piven by Bengal Hurkaru of 29 October 1835 and Proceedings of the meeting of 31 October 1835 
(Calcutta Monthly Jou nal for December 1835, p 335) and other sources 


81 George K M (ed ) Indian Libraries: Trends and Perspectives, Calcutta, 1985, p 91 “Until 1850 when the first public 
hbrary law in the world was adopted in Britain, public hbraries had no legislative or financial support fiom national Governments 
All public hbraries until then were established through voluntary effort and funds were raised through the munificence of 
philanthropists, subscriptions from users, church organisations and workers’ guilds” 


DR Kahta (‘A National Public Library system tor India’, p 91 of K M George, op cit) defined “A modern pubhc library 
may be, defined as an institution open to all free of charge, and mamtained out of public funds to provide reading tacilities to the 
general public for purposes of education, information, aesthetic appreciation and research” 


PB Mangla (‘Library Legislation’ pp 179-205 in George, op cit ) wrote (p 186) "Edward Edwards pioneet of the 
concept of public library legistation not only in Great Britain but in the whole world had great foresight to emphasise as early as 
1,849 that a legal basis was necessary, 1f a public Itbrary was to be a permanent insutation In one of the evidences to the Select 
Committee on Public Libraries of the House of Commons in 1849 he said Without some assured provisions of the means of 
contmued increase, as well as simple preservation no man never secured to the posterity the true advantage of a public hbrary To 
those persons, therefore who took thought of such matters, two principles to start with seemed plain The one that new hbraries 
should be formed in a catholic spimt The other that they should be freed from all dependence either in gitts or m current 
‘subscriptions’ for their permanent support The first principle involved the corollary that the new institutions and their management 
should stand entirely aloof from influences in policies or rehgion The second principle involved the corollary that the mamtenance 
must be by rate, levied on the whole tax-paying community, andadmunistered by its elective and responsible functionaries” 


India was a British colony (1757-1847) and conditions here were entirely different from these in the United Kingdom and 
thy United States India 1s almost 15 times bigger than the United Kingdom, was divided into 508 or so small states and spoke an 
equal number of languages and dialects with poor literacy against great Britain’s 100% literacy and one language formula Calcutta 
had a population of 2,29,714 on 1837 within 3754 acres, speaking no less than 10 foreign languages The United States of America 
three times bigger than India, had the advantage of English as the main language Comparisons do not hold good due to extreme 
conditions in India 


The rules of Calcutta Public Library always began with this fundamental rule “The Library 1s a Public Library of reference 
and circulation, open to all ranks and classes of the community ” Such liberal principles were not conceived by any library i the 
world in those days The New York Pubhe Library (established 1895) came in concept nearer to Calcutta Public Libtary and it was 
atthe same a circulating library as well Condittons of London, where people were the richest in the world and spoke English, were 
not applicable to Calcutta Moreover, local-self Government was well-developed in the United Kingdom when India was a British 
C olony and the East India Company or for that the British Crown after 1857 was rul ing Neither the British Government nor the city 
Governments in India till 1890 supported a public Itbrary The princely states had hardly any educated class in 1835 to support a 
public library and their rulers little inclination to start free hbraries Travancore was the first to set up a state run public hibrary in 
1847, long before Great Bntamn had a pubhic library law 


82 Propuetor from 1882 onwards Sir Rama Varma (1837-1884), ascended the throne in } 880, dicd on 5 August 1884 
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83 Report on the Calcutta Public Library for 1850, p 17 


84 Adopted at the meetimg of the Calcutta Public Library on 8 March 1835 The fundamental rules of the Library, 1¢ the 
constitution adopted at the meeting of 7 November 1835 are not mcorporated here 


85 This jist 1s extracted from Ram Dular Sing’s (ed ) National Union Catalogue of Incunabula and Early Printed hooks in 
India, vol 1, 1841-1600 (Calcutta, 1981) and Masoodul Hasan’s Rare English Books in India (Aligarh, 1970) 
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METCALFE HALL — Home of Libraries 


Metcalfe Hall, as the very name suggests, is a memorial to Sir Charles Theophilus Metcalfe 
provisional Governor-General of India from the date of departure of Lord William Bentinck and the arrival 
of Lord Auckland, i.e., between 20 March 1835 and 4 March 1836. Metcalfe’s removal of all restrictions on 
the press in India and making English India’s official language merited him a suitable memorial which took 
the shape ofa building (Metcalfe Hall) and Library (Calcutta Public Library) in Calcutta. 


The people of Calcutta held Baron Metcalfe in the highest esteem not only for liberating the press of 
India, but also for the reason that he was the only Englishman who was born in Calcutta and to become the 
Governor-General of India from a humble Writer. He was the only ‘Calcuttan’ who ruled not only India but 
also Jamaica (Governor; West Indies, 1839-1842) and Canada (Governor-General, 1843-45). Metcalfe 
lived at Belvedere Estate, close to Warren Hasting’s Belvedere, which houses the National Library of India, 
the nucleus of which was formed by the Calcutta Public Library. Metcalfe handed over to the Calcutta 
Public Library 4,675 volumes from the collection of Fort William College, with which the Library had a 
flying start. These books were always on display as they were not subject to lending. He became a proprictor 
or shareholder of the Calcutta Public Library by paying Rs. 300 for a share. Thus, Metcalfe is very much 
alive in the Natioan] Library and its sprawling campus. A bachelor throughout his life, Metcalfe kept an 
open house, offering splendid hospitality to his guests in his house in the Belvedere Estate. He did away 
with the distinction between the Englishmen and natives. He threw open the Government Housc to all 
respectable people. 


J.H. Stocqueler, to whom we are indebted to the origin of the Calcutta Public Library, wrote’: “Lord 
and Jady William Bentinck were succeeded by Sir Charles Metcalfe, as temporary or provisional Governor- 
General. Toa general liberal policy. Sir Charles united great personal good nature and an anxiety to promote 
the gaiety and cheerfulness of the socicty of Calcutta. He threw the portals still wider than his predecessors. 
Every honest man wearing a decent coat, who left his card at the Government-House, received an 
invitation. The consequence was, that though the viceroy pro tempore engaged the affections of a multitude 
of the discerning inhabitants of British India by his virtual annihilation of caste and distinction, he deprived 
himself of one of the means by which the governing power was wont to reward peculiar merit beyond the 
pale of Indian aristocracy. Sir Charles Metcalfe was a single man, and having no female relative of an age 
and position that would qualify her to do the honours of the viceregal mansion, there was perhaps a want of 
that high tone in the Bengal social circle which exercises so wholesome an influence upon society at large. 
But the tenure of the baronet’s power was too brief to cause any of the ill effects of laxity to become 
apparent”. 


Races were discountenanced by the Governor-Gencrals in the carly part ofthe 19th century even to 
such an extent that any servant of government engaged in the turf was compelled to adopt a nom de guerre to 
prevent his being a marked man; and so it remained until the administration of Sir Charles Metcalfe, who 
with that liberality extended alike to all classes, took off the ban, and in the year 1835-1836 the handsome 
gift of a piece of plate by the Governor-General was announced. This example was annually followed by Sir 
Charles’s successor, Lord Auckland’... 


4} 


ORIGIN OF THE NATIONAL LIBRARY OF INDIA 


Born at the Lecture House’, Calcutta, on 30 January 1785, as the second son of Major Thomas 
Theophilus Metcalfe (who later became a director of the East India Company) and his wife Susanah 
Sophia, Charles finished his education at Bromlcy and Eton (where Lord Auckland was his classmate) and 
was appointed a Writer in the Company’s Bengal Establishment on 13 October 1800. The Writer returned to 
the city of his birth in January 1801. He had his first abode and training in the Writers’ Buildings, for he was 
the first student of Lord Wellesley’s Fort William College” (admitted on 27 April,1801 - Hindustani Class). 
Metcalfe worked in the Chief Secretary’s office as a Section Writer before his posting to different parts of 
India. He returned to Calcutta from time to time to hold important offices and lived in the Belvedere Estate 
from August 1827 to November 1834 as a member of the Governor-Gencral’s Council. During this period 
he lived ina rented house in Belvedcre Estate, close to the famous Mansion, which became the rendezvous 


of the clite. 


DAYS OF CENSORSHIP 


James Augustus Hicky’, the Father of the Press in South-East Asia, in his Hicky’s Bengal Gazette, 
or Calcutta General Advertiser (from 29-1-1780 to March 1782) campaigned, with a missionary zeal, for 
moral uprightness of the British in India. He was not tolerated by the bureaucracy and the Governor- 
Gencral for a clean public life. It was in the pages of this paper that the strictly private arrangement was 
made public by which the wife of the portrait-painter and adventurer, Baron Imhoff, became the wife of 
Warren Hastings, the first and greatest of the Governor-Generals. Hicky, in consequence, suffered 
prosccution for upholding the cause of the Freedom of the Press which is the greatest bulwark for sanity in 
public life. Hicky who edited his paper from the Calcutta Jail, died at sea in December 1802, heart-broken 
and penniless. 


Lord Wellesley did not allow journalists to write anything except what he approved of. The 
Government of Lord Wellesley was the first to establish Press censorship in India and issued the following 
regulations’, for their strict compliance on 13 May 1799: “1. Every printer of a newspaper to print his name 
at the bottom of the paper. 2. Every editor and proprictor of a paper to deliver in his name and place of abode 
to the Secretary to Government. 3. No paper to be published on Sunday. 4. No paper to be published at all 
until it have been previously inspected by the Secretary to the Government, or bya person authorised by him 
for that purpose. 5. The penalty for offending against any of the above regulations to be immediate 
embarkation to Europe.” 


Lord Minto’s (Governor-General, 1807-1813) policy was to keep the natives of India in the 
profoundest possible state of barbarism and darkness’. He was succeeded in October 1813 by Lord Moira 
(afterwards Lord Hastings) who continued the Press censorship. The following letter was addressed in 


October 1813 to the proprietors of the India Gazette, Telegraph, Mirror, Calcutta Gazette, Hurkaru, Star, 
Hindustanee Press and Mr. De Souza: 


Gentlemen, — The rules established for the control of the printing offices at Calcutta having 
undergone revision by Government, I am directed to acquaint you that the Right Hon’ble the 
Governor-General in Council is pleased to desire your observance of the followin grules: 

First. That the proof sheets of all newspapers including the supplements and extra publications 
be previously sent to the Chief Secretary for his revision. . 
Secondly . That all notices, hand-bills and other ephemeral publications, be in like manner 
previously transmitted to the Chief Secretary for his revision. 

Thirdly. That the titles of all original works proposed to be published be also sent to the Chief 
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Secretary for his information who will thereupon cither sanction the publication, as may appear 
proper. 


You will of course consider the rules established on the 13th May 1799 and 6th August 1801, to 
be in full force and effect, except in so for as the operation of them may be modified by the 
foregoing instructions’. 


Press censorship was abolished in 1818, as the natives who started periodicals in vernacular 
languages, were not covered by the existing rules. Erring English editors could be deported from India, but 
the Governor-General had no legal power to enforce any rules against the natives. The editors and 
proprietors of vernacular and English newspapers themselves were made responsible for the publication of 
any matter in their prints for whose guidance the following guidelines were issucd on 19 August 1818: 


“Relying on the prudence and discretion of the Editors for their careful observance of these Rules, 
the Governor-General is pleased to dispense with their submitting their papcrs to an Officer of 
Government previous to publication. The Editors will however be held personally accountable for 
whatever they may publish in contravention to the rules now committed, or which may be otherwise 
at variance with the gencral principles of British Law as established in this Country, and will be 
proceeded against in such manner as the Governor-General in Council may deem applicable to the 
nature of the offence, for any deviation from. 


“The Editors are further required to lodge in the Chief Secretary’s Office one Copy of every 
newspaper, periodical, or Extra, published by them respectively’. The Editors of newspapers were 
prohibited from publishing any matter coming under the following heads, viz. 


“First. Animadversions on the measures and proceedings of the Honourable Court of 
Directors, or other public authoritics in England connected with the Government of India; or 
disquisitions on political transactions of the local administration; or offensive remarks 
levelled at the public conduct of the Members of Council, of the Judges of the Supreme Court, 
or of the Lord Bishop of Calcutta. 


Second. Discussions having a tendency to create alarm or suspicion among the native 
population, ofany intended interference with their religious opinions or observances. 


Third. The republication, from English or other newspapcrs, of passages coming under any of 
the above heads, or otherwise calculated to affect the British powcr or reputation in India. 


Fourth. Private scandal, and personal remarks on individuals, tending to excite dissension in 
socicty”. 


Freedom of the Press was guaranteed by Lord Hastings so long as he was the Governor-General. His 
regulations were not enforceable by law. He maintained that the Press was perfectly frec and in reply to an 
address, signed by numerous functionarics and presented to him at the Government Housc by Major 


Blacker, said : 
“My removal of restrictions from the Press has becn mentioned in laudatory language. I might casily 


have adopted that procedure without any length of cautious considerat:ons, from my habit of regarding the 
freedom of publication as a natural right of my fellow subjects, to be narrowed only by special and urgent 
cause assigned. The sceing no direct necessity for these invidious shackles might have sufficed to make me 
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break them. I know myself, however, to have becn guided in the step by a positive and well weighed policy. 
If our motives of actions are worthy, it must be wise to render them intelligible throughout an Empire, our 


hold on which is opinion. 


“Further, it is salutary for Supreme Authority, even when its intentions are most pure, to look to the 
control of Public Scrutiny. While conscious of rectitude, that authority can lose none of its strength by its 
exposure to general comment. On the contrary, it acquires incalculable addition of force. That Government 
which has nothing to disguise, wields the most powerful instrument that can appertain to Sovereign Rule. It 
carries with it the united reliance and effort of the whole mass of the governed — and let the triumph of our 
beloved country, in its awful contest with Tyrant-ridden France, speak the value of a spirit to be found only 
in men accustomed to indulge and express thcir honest sentiments” 


The Press policy of Lord Hastings was commented upon by Rajah Ram Mohun Roy and his fricnds 
in their Petition submitted to the Privy Council in 1823 thus : “(Para 26th) The Marquis of Hastings, who. 
had associated for the greater part of his life, with Kings and Princess, entertained no apprehension that the 
salutary control of public scrutiny which he commended, would bring him or his Indian administration into 
hatred and contempt; and in effect, instead of such being the result, the greater the freedom he allowed to the 
European conductors of the Press, only rendered his name the most honoured and revered in this part of the 
world, because it was universally believed, that his conduct preceded from a consciousness of rectitude 
which feared no investigation”. 


James Silk Buckingham’s Calcutta Journal contained, since its publication from Friday, 2nd 
October, 1818, several objectionable paragraphs and John Adam and other Council Members wanted to 
take strong action against the Editor, but Lord Hastings did not sanction the cancellation of Buckingham’s 
licence. His Minute of | June, 1822 saved Buckingham : “It is some extcnuation, however, that convenient 
limits for the Freedom of the Press have nowhere been defined. In this country (India) many discussions are 
objectionable which would be indifferent in Europe'”. Adam, supported by his colleagues John Fendcll and 
William Butterworth Bailey held that “Liberty uf the Press, however, essential to the nature of a free state, 
was not in his judgment, consistent with the character of British dominance in India” 


Early in January 1823 Lord Hastings embarked for England and was succeeded by John Adam as 
Governor-General pro tem. On the 13th of January 1823, the very day he was elevated temporarily by 
almost by an accident, Adam revoked the licence of Buckingham for his criticism of the appointment of 
Reverend Samuel James Bryce as Clerk of the Stationery on a salary of £ 600 per annum. Buckingham 
declared that the Governor-General “has in his supreme wisdom and unimpeachable judgement, thought fit 
to distinguish his brief but happy elevation, by an act without parallel in the history of India during the 
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whole of the preceding Administration”. 


Adam’s Press Regulations, promulgated under the authority of the Acts of 13th Geo. III. cap. 63, sec. 
36, and 40th Geo. III, contained the following preamble : “Whereas matters tending to bring the 
government of this country, as by law established, into hatred and contempt, and to disturb the peace, 
harmony, and good order of society, have of late been frequently printed and circulated in newspapers, and 
other papers published in Calcutta; the printing and publication within the settlement of Fort William, in 
Bengal, of newspapers and of all magazines, registers, pamphlets, and other printed books and papers, in 
any language or character, published periodically, containing or perporting to contain public news, and 
intelligence or stricture on the acts, measures, and proceedings of government, or any political events or 
transactions whatsoever'”. 


METCALFE HALL — Home of Librarics 


Adam’s Press Regulations were registered, as the law required, in the Supreme Court of Calcutta 
and objections were invited. Rajah Ram Mohun Roy, Chunder Coomar Tagore, Dwarka Nath Tagore, 
Hurchunder Ghose, Gowree Churn Bonnergee and Prosunno Coomar Tagore, through their lawyer Cutlar 
Fergusson, submitted a Memorial" to the Supreme Court in which inter alia, the following memorable 
passages occur : 


“After this Rule and Ordinance shall have been carried into execution, your memorialists are 
therefore extremely sorry to observe, that(a complete stop will be put to the diffusion of knowledge and the 
consequent mental improvement now going on, either by translations into the popular dialects of this 
country from the learned languages of the East, or by the circulation of literary intelligence drawn from 
foreign publications. And the same cause’ will also prevent those Natives who are better versed in the laws 
and customs of the British Nation, from communicating to their fellow-subjects a knowledge of the 
admirable system of Government established by the British , and the peculiar excellencies of the means 
they have adopted for the strict and impartial administration of justice. Another evil of equal importance in 
the eyes of a just Ruler, is, that it will also preclude the Natives from making the Government readily 
acquainted with the errors and injustice that may be committed by its executive officers in the various parts 
of this'” extensive country; and it will also preclude the Natives from communicating frankly and honestly 
to their Gracious Sovereign in England and his Council, the real conditions of His Majesty’s faithful 
subjects in this distant part of his dominions and the treatment they experience from the local Government : 
since such information cannot in future be conveyed to England, as it has heretofore been, either by the 
translations from the Native publications inserted in the English Newspapers printed here and sent to 
Europe, or by the English publications which the Natives themselves had in contemplation to establish, 
before this Rule and Ordinance was proposed...” 


“Every good Ruler, who is convinced of the imperfection of human nature, and reverences the 
Eternal Governor of the world, must be conscious of the great liability to error in managing the affairs of a 
vast empire; and therefore he will be anxious to afford every individual the readiest means of bringing to his 
notice whatever may require his interference. To secure this important object, the unrestrained Liberty of 
Publication, is the only effectual means that can be employed). And should it ever be abused, the established 
Law of the Land is very properly armed with sufficient powers to punish those who may be found guilty of 
misrepresenting the conduct or character of Government which are effectually guarded by the same Laws to 
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which individuals must look for protection of their reputation and good name”. 


Sir Francis MacNaghten, sole Acting Judge who was hearing the Petition, declared that there was no 
town, city or place on earth enjoying more practical liberty than Calcutta. He continued: “If we are to have a 


Frec Constitution, which we have not- let a Free Press follow, not precede it'””. 


Failing to get redress at the local Supreme Court, Rajah Ram Mohun Roy and his friends submitted a 
lengthy Memoria!" to the King in Council against the Press Ordinance, in which it was stated: 

...(3 1st). “Men in power hostile to the Liberty of the Press, which is a disagreeable check upon their 
conduct, when unable to discover any real evil arising from its existence, have attempted to make the world 
imagine, that it might, in some possible contingency, afford the means of combination against the 
Government, but not to mention that extraordinary emergencies would warrant measures which in ordinary 

.times are totally unjustifiable, your Majesty is well aware, that a Free Press has never yet caused a 
revolution in any part of the world, because, while men can easily represent the grievances arising from the 
conduct of the local authorities to the supreme Government, and thus get them redressed, the grounds of 
discontent that excite revolution are removed; whereas, where no freedom of the Press existed, and 
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grievances consequently remained unrepresented and unredressed, innumerable revolutions have taken 
place in all parts of the globe, or if prevented by the armed force of the Government, the people continued 


ready for insurrection”. 


(35th). “The British nation has never yet descended to avow a principle so forcign to their character, 
and if any could for a moment entertain the idea of preserving their power by keeping their colonies in 
ignorance, the prohibitions of periodical publications is not enough, but printing of all kinds, education, and 
every other means of diffusing knowledge should be equally discouraged and put down. For it must the 
distant consequences of diffusion of knowledge that are dreaded by those (if there be any such) who arc 
really apprehensive for the stability of Government, since it is well known to all in the least acquainted with 
this country that although every effort werc made by periodical as well as other publications, a grcat number 
of years must clapse before any considerable change can be made in the existing habits and opinions of the 
Natives of India, so firmly are they wedded to established custom”... 


(36th). “It is well known that despotic Governments naturally desire the suppression of any freedom 
of expression which might tend to expose their acts to the obloquy which ever attends the exercise of 
tyranny or oppression, and the argument they constantly resort to, is, that the spread of knowledge is 
dangcrous to the existence of al! legitimate authority, since, as a people become enlightened, they will 
discover that by a unity of cffort, the many may easily shake off the yoke of the few, and thus become 
emancipated from the restraints of power altogether, forgetting the lesson derived from history, that in 
countries which have made the smallest advances in civilization, anarchy and revolution are most prevalent 
— while on the other hand, in nations the most enlightened, any revolt against governments which have 
guarded inviolate the rights of the governed, is most rare, and that the resistance of the people advanced in 
knowledge, has ever been — not against the existence, — but against abuses of the Governing powers. 
Canada, during the late war with America, afforded a memorable instance of the truth of this argument. The 
enlightened inhabitants of that colony, finding that their rights and privileges had been secured to them , 
their complaints listened to, and their grievances redressed by the British Government, resisted every 
attempt of the United States to seduce them from their allegiance to it. In fact, it may be fearlessly averred, 
that the more enlightened a people become, the less likely are they to revolt against the governing power, as 
long it is exercised with justice tempered with mercy, and the rights and privileges of the governed are held 
sacred from any invasion”. 


(43rd). “The abolition of this most precious of their privilege, is the more appalling to your 
Majesty's faithful subjects, because it is a violent infringement of their civil and religious rights, which 
under the British Government, they hoped would be always secure”... 


The Privy Council rejected this appeal. 


Lord Amherst (Governor-General, 1823-1828) was more lenient to the Press and allowed 
republication of the proceedings in British Parliament in local journals. His policy was to gradually relax 
the actual application of the Regulations issued by Adam, and to “leave the Press practically under as little 
restraint as might prove not seriously inconsistent with the maintenance of public interest”. Editors of the 
John Bull. The Scotsman in the East, India Gazette, Bengal Hurkaru, Government Gazette, Bengal Weekly 
Messenger, and the Weekly Gleaner were simply warned for their infringement of Adam’s Press 
Regulations. He tolerated the free expression of public opinion on his own individual measures. 


Lord William Bentinck (Governor-General of India, 1828-1 835) had to face the consequences of the 
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crisis of 1830-34 in which the European Banking, and Agency houses of Palmer, Mackintosh, Cruttenden, 
Fairley, Colvin, Bazett and others crashed bringing some of the newspapers owned by them to grief. 
Bentinck maintained (6 September, 1830) that “the liberty of the Press is a most useful engine in promoting 
the good administration of the country and in some respect, supplies that lamentable impertection of 
control, which from local position, extensive territory and other causes, the Supreme Council cannot 
adequately exercise””. The Press was flooded with abuse of the Governor-General, who reccived it with 
contempt and even thankfulness. He cared that much, he used to say, with his snap of the fingers, for what 
critics said. In 1832 Lord Clare”, Governor of Bombay, wanted to cancel the licence of an Editor, or he 
should ‘make a public and ample apology, retracing every word’. Bentinck declined to comply with the 
request of Lord Clare on 31 May, 1832 as the Government had “for several years past, treated the Press as it 
were free”. Lord Clare was told that he overlooked the fact that all that was needed to evade censorship was 
to replace an European editor by a native or Eurasean one. The Governor of Bombay was not correct in 
thinking that “only the subordinate Governors are slandered in the Calcutta papers; but if you took the 
trouble to read all the trash that is published, your Lordship would sec that the Governor-General is 
continually libelled ”. So was Metcalfc himself. 


The last action of Lord Bentinck was to give an assurance (27 January,!835) to the journalists 
(European and Indian; among whom were included Dwarkanath Tagore, Russomoy Dutt, Rasik Lal 
Mullick, William Adam, E.M. Gordon, L.L. Clarke, C. Hogg, T.H. Burkin Young, David Hare, T.E. Turton, 
Mr. Young and J. Sutherland who submitted to him a petition) for rescinding Adam’s Regulations. This 
assurance was conveyed by H.T. Prinsep, Secretary to Government, on 6 February 1835: ‘The 
unsatisfactory state of the laws relating to the Press has already attracted notice of His Lordship in Council 
and he trusts that in no long time a system will be established, which while it gives security to every person 
engaged in the fair discussion of public measures, will secure the Government against sedition and 
individuals against calumny””. Lord Bentinck delayed the cancellation of Adam’s Press Regulations as the 
Law Commission had taken upon itself the task of codifying the laws applicable to the whole of India. 
Metcalfe did not think it necessary to wait until the Law Commission had completed its work. He 
maintaincd that he merely implemented the policy of his predecessor, and long in actual practice. 


LIBERATION OF THE PRESS 


There were Press Regualtions in the Presidencies of Bengal (Adam’s Regulations of 1823) and 
Bombay (Bombay Press Regulation of 1823). Madras had no Press Regulations. The most comprehensive, 
and at the same time, the most stringent, press regulations were applicable only to Bengal. This anomaly 
was rectified by Sir Charles Metcalfe no sooner than he was elevated to the office of the Governor-Gencral 
of India temporarily on 20 March 1835. The Governor-General’s Council (composed of Thomas Babington 
Macaulay, Henry Thoby Prinsep, Alexander Ross and Lt.- Col. C.B. Morrison) was unanimous in doing 
away with this anomaly. Macaulay, who drafted the law (Act No XI of 1835, read on 3 August, passed on 15 
September) in his “ Minute dated April 1835 wrote: 


... Thus, while the inhabitants of one province are complaining of the tyrannical restrictions which our laws impose on 
the press, the inhabitants of another province sufter from irresponsible licentiousness of the press The editor of a newspaper at 
Calcutta must have a licence from the Government. The editor of a newspaper at Madras may excite his fellow subjects to the 
most criminal enterprises, or may destroy the peace and honour of private families, with small risk of being convicted befere 
any legal tribunal. The Act which I now propose is intended to remove both evils, and to establish a perfect uniformity, 10 the 
laws regarding the press throughout the Indian Empire. Should it be adopted, every person who chooses will be at liberty to set 
a newspaper without applying for a previous permission. But no person will be able to “print or publish sedition or calumny 
without imminent risk of punishment”. 
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Metcalfe’s Minute”, April 17. 


“The reasons which induced me to propose to the Council the abolition of the existing restrictions on the press in India 
accord entirely with the sentiments expressed by Mr. Macaulay in the minute... These reasons were as follows: First, that the Press 
ought to be free. if consistently with the safety of the state it can be. In my opinion it may be so. I donot apprehend danger to the State 
from a free press; but if danger to the state should arise the Legislative Council has the power to apply a remedy. Second, that the 
press 1s already practically free, and that the Government has no intention to enforce the existing restrictions, while we have all the 
odium of these restrictions, as if the press were shackled. It is no argument in favour of the continuance of these unpopular 
restrictions that they may at any time be enforced, for if restrictions should be necessary to ward off danger from the state, they may 
be imposed and enforced instanter. Third, that the existing restrictions leave room for the exercise of caprice on the part of the 
governments in India, One Council or one Governor may be leaving the press free; another may be for restraining it. There is no 
certain law, and any one connected with the press might be any day subjected to arbitrary and tyrannical power for any slight 
violation of rules, the total violation of which has been Jong tacitly sanctioned Fourth, the different state of the Jaw, or the want of 
any law, at the other presidencies, renders the enactment of some general law for all India indispensable. To extend the odious and 
useless restrictions which now exist 1s out of the question; and no law, in my opinion, could be devised with any good effect except a 
Jaw making the press free...” 


H.T. Prinsep in his lengthy Minute” wrote : 


“.. [see no immediate danger in the present state of things, nor is the future danger such as the existing laws would provide 
for better than laws made specially for the purpose when danger threatens. Therefore, I cordially assent to the repeal of the laws ..” 


A. Ross in his Minute” favoured the abolition of the Press regulations :- 


*.,. [do not, with Mr. Prinsep, apprehend any danger from the native press in consequence of the abolition. On the contrary, 
I think the native press under a law which, leaving it free, provides for its conductors being known and responsible to the courts of 
justice for what they publish, is likely to aid greatly in preventing danger by exposing and counteracting the practice, known to be 
resorted to by i!l-disposed persons in this country, of circulating seditious manuscript papers anonymously.” 


Lt.-Col Mornson” in his Minute wrote : “I fully concur in the expediency of a new press regulation, considered as an 
enactment for rescinding another which has become obsolete in Bengal... The press 1s already virtually free, and I am sensible that it 
must so remain...” 


Metcalfe” wrote : “I think that in all our legislation we ought to be very carcful not to make invidious 
distinctions between European and native subjects. As the proposed law now stands, it will be an act of 
grace, confidence, and conciliation towards all... The native press has for years been as frec as the 
European, and J am not aware that any evil has ensued. It is not certain that the effect of free discussion on 
the minds of the natives must be wholly and solely bad... The Act proposed will be productive of good by 
giving gencral satisfaction and promoting knowledge. Admitting that in other respects its ultimate 
consequences cannot be with certainty predicted, I see no reason to anticipate that they must be injurious; 
and think it will be time to check what is in itself good when we see that it is likely to produce bad effects, 
and that we cannot do good with impunity; but if our rule in India is to come to that, we may be sure that we 
cannot long retain it. A tenure dependent on attempts to suppress the communication of public opinion 
could not be lasting; both because such a tenure must be rotten, and because such attempts must fail”. 


The Court of Directors” of the East India Company in their Despatch (Legislative Department, 
dated u February No. 1, 1836) criticised Metcalfe for freeing the Press as “this proceeding is in all 
Opposition to all our previous orders, to the solemn decisions both of the Supreme Court at Calcutta and of 
His Majesty’s Privy Council in both cases”. The Directors of the Company observed that “This procecding 
(cancellation of Adam's Press Regulations) must be considered the more unjustifiable in as much as it had 
been adopted by a Government only provisional; and also when a Commission for forming a Code of Laws 
for the three Presidencies was about to commence its important labours”. 
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Metcalfe reversed Adam’s ‘truculent law’, an action to which the British community rosc with so 
volubly expressed that Metcalfe was having used his fleeting power to purchase a little cheap popularity, 
unjust steward ofa trust to pass from him”. The Directors considered Metcalfe’s action was prompted by an 
unwise desire for temporary praise”. They did not cancel the liberation of the Press till they got the 
deliberate advice of the Governor-General in Council after the arrival of Lord Auckland. 


Lord Auckland in his Minute of 8 August 1836 stated that he had not taken any part in the discussions 
for liberating the Press and it would ill become him to sit in judgement upon those who had. If they had 
erred, “it is probable that, in the regard which through life I have felt to free institutions, I would have erred 
with them, but neither am I entitled to any share of the approbation which many will give to this measure, 
nor am I liable to censure, which others may attach to it”. He felt that the idea of danger io the British 
Empire of India from any excitement occasioned by the freedom of unlicenced printing to be utterly 
chimerical, and that the frecdom enjoyed by the Press since the passing of the Act had not produced any 
change whatever even in the tone of Indian newspapers and periodicals . He was of opinion that by granting 
freedom to the Press, no harm had been done to the British power in India, and that a return to the old Jaw 
would only place the Government, for no purpose, in an attitude of offence and mistrust. He recommended 
that, in case it was considered imperfect, it might be amended in the new Code which was being compiled 
by the Law Commission, but he strongly deprecated its repeal. All the members of the Governor-General’s 
Council gave unanimous support to the sentiments expressed by Lord Auckland in his minute .The Court of 
Directors of the Company were, therefore, informed on 19 September 1836 (para 3) about the “deliberate 
and unanimous conviction” of the Governor-Gencral in Council that “it would be tn every respcct 
inexpedient to revert to the licensing system or to make any altcration at present in the existing law as it 
affects the press”. The Directors of the Company agreed with these views, and did not repeal Metcalfe’s 
liberation of the Press”. 


Referring to the opinions of those who opposed his policy, Metcalfe said : 


“]f their argument be that the spread of knowledge may eventually be fatal to our rule in India, I close 
with them on that point, and maintain that, whatever may be the consequence, it is our duty to communicate 
the benefits of knowledge. If India could be preserved as a part of the British Empire only by keeping its 
inhabitants in a state of ignorance, our domination would be curse to the country, and ought to cease. But I 
sec more ground for just apprehension in ignorance itself. 1 look to the increase of knowledge with a hope 
that it may strengthen our empire; that it may remove preyudices, soften asperities, and substitute a rational 
conviction of the benefits of our government; that it may unite the people and their rulers in sympathy, and - 
that the differences that separate them may be gradually lessened, and ultimately annihilated. Whatever, 
however, be the will of Almighty Providence respecting the future government of India, it is clearly our 
duty, as long as the charge be confided to our hands, to execute the trust to the best of our ability for the good 


gd 


of the people 


ERECTION OF METCALFE HALL 


The Liberation of the Press in India was celebrated with a memorable mecting at the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Thursday, 20 August 1835, presided over by Sheriff Richard H. Cockerell. The attention of the 
meeting was directed to “ taking into consideration the best mode of testifying the public satisfaction at the 
repeal of the laws which have hitherto restrained the Freedom of the Press, and the enactment of a Law by 
which that freedom is rendered reasonably secure”. The emancipation of the Press was to be marked by the 
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crection of a public building. Henry Meredith Parker, who was a celebrity of Calcutta in those days (a 
Senior Civil Servant of the Company, an accomplished actor, a celebrated musician, a clever draughtsman, 
an engaging public speaker, a versatile poet, adept in modem languages and what not?) would have been 
very glad ‘if cither the Parthenon, or St. Peters were considered adapted for the purpose’, failing which he 
would be content with something inferior. He moved the first resolution which read : 


“That a Public Subscription be opened for the erection of a building, which shall be called THE 
METCALFE LIBRARY, and that on the portico or some other conspicuous part of the building, 
the object of its erection, to wit, IN COMMEMORATION OF THE FREEDOM OF THE 
INDIAN PRESS HAVING BEEN RECOGNIZED BY LAW UNDER THE GOVERNMENT 
OF SIR CHARLES THEOPHILUS METCALFE, shall be recorded by a suitable inscription. 
That the building, which shall be ornamental and commodious, be offered free of rent and in trust 
for the reception of a Public Subscription Library, to be formed on a scalc, and conducted in a 
liberal manner, worthy of this metropolis. The Metcalfe Library to be so offered free of rent and 
in trust on condition — First, that the Edifice be kept in repair from the funds of such Library” ... 
(Second and Third clauses related to the library and are omitted here). 


The Resolution was seconded by Russomoy Dutt and the indomitable Longueville Clarke, J. Pattle, 
H.M. Parker, T.E. Turton, Capt. W.N. Forbes, James Prinsep, Dwarkanath Tagore, James Kyd, J. Sutherland 
and Russomoy Dutt were appointed by the meeting a Committec to collect subscriptions, arrange the 
details, and superintend the construction of the building. 


While the people of Caicutta were celebrating the Freedom of the Press, the man who was 
responsible for it had to suffer ignominy. The Liberation of the Press in India by Metcalfe was resented by 
the Court of Directors of the East India Company, as we have already stated. He was degraded in 
designation, trappings and allowances by the Directors on the landing of Lord Auckland and was shifted to 
Agra as Licutenant-Governor of North Western Provinces (June 1836 to June 1838). The Governorship of 
Madras, which fell vacant, was not given to Metcalfe as his freeing the press was unforgiven and 
“Hyderabad (where he was Resident) is not forgotten in certain quarters, and there are persons who never 
lost sight of their own interests”, as one of the Directors wrote to him. Metcalfe resigned the Licutenant- 
Governorship of N.W. Provinces in 1838 and returned to Calcutta. On Friday, 9 February 1839, the Free 
Press Dinner to Sir Charles Metcalfe was held at the Town Hall at which he said: “We have ample proof of 
the vast benefits accruing from a Free Press in our country and, in America, and it was on this proof that I 
acted as! did here, respecting the freedom of the Press”. 


Sir Charles Metcalfe was invested with the order of the Grand Cross of Bath at the Government 
House on 5 March 1836 by Lord Auckland, the formalities for which were supervised by Gencral Sir Henry 
Fane, the Commander-in-Chief, the only other holder of GCB in India at that time. On his return to En gland 
after 38 years of absence, Metcalfe was appointed Privy Councillor and successively held the Governorship 
of Jamaica (1839-42) and Governor-Generalship of Canada (1843-45). Loss of his eyesight and cancer in 
his cheek compelled Metcalfe to resign the last appointment and return to his native country. “A stateman 
tried in many high posts and difficult conjectures and found equal to all’”’, Charles Theophilus, first and last 


Lord Metcalfe, died on Saturday, 5 September 1846, at his 62nd year of his age and buried on the 15th of the 
same month at Winkfield Church, Berkshire. 


An address was voted to Baron Metcalfe on 4 September 1846 by the pcople of Calcutta for which a 
Committec (consisting of Earl of Auckland, Sir Edward Ryan, Holt Mackenzie, Mountstuart Elphinstone, 
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Major-Generals Galloway and Duncan M’Lcold, H.T. Prinsep,William Butterworth Baylcy, J.S. 
Bownrigg, M.P., and Dwarkanath Tagore) was appointed. Earlier, on the completion of the Metcalfe Hall, 
he was voted an address” on 9 April 1846 at a meeting presided over by Sir John Peter Grant, puisne Judge 
of the Calcutta Supreme Court. Metcalfe, on reccipt of this address, sent his reply, dated Malshanjer, 
Basingstoke, 10 July 1846, to the inhabitants of Calcutta, which read : 


Scarcely possible as it would have bcen under any circumstances to convey to you in adequate 
terms my sense of generosity of the communication which I have received from you on the 
occasion of the opening of the Public Building with which the inhabitants of Calcutta have done 
me the honour to connect my name, the difficulty is increased by the infirmities which beset me , 
and the hopeless state of my health. I must therefore, confine myself to the expression of the 
fervent thanks of a grateful heart which is fully sensible of your kindness and of the honour 
conferred on me by the association of my name with the edifice appropriated to several 
important public institutions and purpose to which the use of the Metcalfe Hall is devoted — my 
anxious hope that prosperity and every other blessing may attend you will accompany me to the 


grave that open at my feet— METCALFE” (This reply and his obituary appeared in the press 
simultaneously). 


The vestibule of Metcalfe Hall contained a fine Marble bust (by E.H. Bailey”, R.A.) with the simple 
inscription “Lord Metcalfe, 1846”. Metcalfe’s portrait executed by F.R. Say” for the Oriental Club, 
London, was copied by Chartes Pote“’ a local artist, for the Town Hall of Calcutta and another copy made by 
Hayes for the Government House. These are the only relics of Sir Charles Metcalfe in Calcutta. The 
engraving for the frontispiece of the life of Metcalfe by Sir William Kaye is by J.C. Armystage’’. The statues 
and pictures of Metcalfe in Jamaica and Canada do not concern us. The bust of Metcalfe and his picture 
originally in the Town Hall are now in the Victoria Memorial. The Metcalfe Lane and Street near Lall Bazar 
Police headquarters commemorate his name in the metropolis. These were sanctioned by the Municipal 
Corporation on 16 September, 1907 and 11 February 1897 respectively”. After this narration of the last days 
of Metcalfe, we shall continue the story of the erection of Metcalfe Hall with as much detail within our 
reach as it is a national monument today. 


The Committee (Messrs J. Pattle, H.M. Parker, T.E.M. Turton, T. Dickens, W.N. Forbes, W. Carr, J. 
Kyd, Dwarkanath Tagore and Russomoy Dutt) appointed by the public meeting of 20 August 1835 for the 
erection of a public building to commemorate the liberation of the Press by Sir Charles Theophilus Metcalfe 
applied to the Government of Bengal, on 14 July 1836, for grant of the ‘enclosure to the north of the tank in 
Tank Square’ for the erection of Metcalfe Hall. Lord Auckland (Governor of Bengal and Governor-Gencral 
of India at the same time) wanted to see the plan of the proposed building on 20 July of that year and a rough 
sketch was submitted to him on 11 August. The Government was willing to grant the land for the ercction of 
a substantial building on the site proposed, but for reasons of policy and objection. Objection was raised by 
the family members of Richard Barwell, whose ‘Writers’ Buildings’ were in the tenancy of the Government 
since 1780. E.D. Barwell, son of Richard Barwell” and a practising Attorney of the Supreme Court of 
Calcutta, brought to the notice of the Governor-General, on 6 March 1837, that the legal title to the vacant 
land to the north of the Tank (Lal Dighi) in the Tank Square rested with his family “as upto this time Mr. 
Richard Barwell’s estate, pays the ground rent to Govemment for upwards of cight beeghas north of the 
tank and south of the great road running in front of the Writers’ Buildings, as will appear by entrics in the 
office of the Collector of Calcutta”. Richard Barwell purchased Writers’ Buildings from Thomas Lyon on 
condition that Lyon will not “erect a second range of buildings south of the 19 houses during the lease No. 
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$2 to which Mr. Barwell is bound”. This injunction was honoured by the Barwell family to keep the 
aesthetic appearance of the Writers’ Buildings. The law officers of the Government found Richard 


Barwell’s title to the ground in front of the Writers’ Buildings fully justiceable”. 


Newspapers of the day reported that the “Government have sanctioned the grant ofa piece of ground 
in Tank Squire for the erection of the Metcalfe Frec Press Library, upon condition that the building shall not 
exceed one story in height”. This was subsequently contradicted and clarified that the Metcalfe Bui Iding 


Committee was asked first to furnish a plan of the proposed building”. 


Carr, Tagore and Company of Dwarkanath Tagore, who were appointed Sccretaries to the 
Committee for the Metcalfe Library Building in March 1837 were asked to select any other plot of vacant 
land in Calcutta for the erection of the Memorial. The Committee”, on 21 October 1837, suggested the sites 
of “semi-circular space of ground” before the Town Hall, or opposite to the Ochterlony monument, 
immediately to the south of the Dhurrumtolla tank, opening upon the cross road", or adjoining to the new 
reservoir near Chandpal Ghat”. The Deputy Governor (Alexander Ross, from 20 October, 1837 to 15 
October, 1838) of Bengal, told the Metcalfe Building Committee on 11 November 1837 that he ‘cannot 
consent to assign ground beyond the existing line of buildings towards the Esplanade of the fort”. 


The Government of Bengal”, on May 27, 1840, informed the Secretary to the Joint Committee of 
Agri-Horticultural Society, the Calcutta Public Library, the subscribers to the Mctcalfe Testimonial and 
Subscribers to the Metcalfe Library Building Fund that the “Right Hon’ble the Governor (of Bengal, i.c., 
Lord Auckland) is unable to comply with the application in your letter for a portion of the ground at the 
South-East corner of enclosure of Tank Square, as he is of opinion that those spaces of the town which are 
appropriated to light and to ventilation, ought not to be given up for purposes of building: but his Lordship 
is willing to make over to the Official Trustees and thcir successors, of the societies represented by your 
Committec, the piece of ground at the South West comer of Hare-Street, upon which there 1s at present 
standing a building rapidly falling into decay which has been temporarily appropriated to the Sailors’ 
Home’”. The condition upon which the Government to make over the ground to the Joint Committee were 
as follows: 


“That the Edifice to be erected shall be ornamental and substantial, and that on failure of its 
being maintained in repair, the ground shall revert to the Government or at least that the Building 
shall not without the consent of the Government be alienabic to other purpose than those set 
forth in the present correspondence”. 


The Society of Sailors’ Home was asked to vacate the building so occupied as to allow the Joint 
Committee to commence their operations early in July. 


Longueville Clarke was Secretary to the Joint Committee of the societies for the erection of the 
Metcalfe Hall. Lord Auckland”, Governor-General, in his Minute dated 17 April 1840, after observing the 
objects of the Horticultural and Agricultural Society, the collection of an extensive library for reference and 
resort, are of most evident importance and tend so manifestly to the public good that Government will be 


justi fied, if circumstances will admit of it, in giving to those who are trustees for these objects a convenient 
site for the necessary building, goes on to say: 


The site requested from me has been on the South-East corner of the enclosure of Tank Square. 
This I will not give and I would with all possible strictness lay it down as a rule from which there 
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shall be under no circumstances any departure, that the Government will not grant away for any 
purpose of building a single foot of Esplanade, or of the intcrior of squares or of other vacant 
spaces which in the distribution of the Town have been appropriated to light and to ventilation”. 


These words of wisdom, Beveridge tells us, appear to have been forgotten when private clubs like 
Calcutta Swimming Bath, and the Dalhousic Institute obtained sites near the High Court and in the Tank 
Square Garden, and when the volunteers were allowed to erect their Head Quarters on the vacant space 
near Baboo Ghat. 


Lord Auckland went on to say that the only other sites offered to him were the south-east (west?) 
corer of Hare Street and the north-east corner of Coilah Ghat Street, having a frontage towards the Strand 
Road. 


“Upon the former of these, stands a building rapidly falling into decay, which has been 
temporarily appropriated to the Sailors’ Home, and the latter has been only used as a receptacle 
of rubbish, and of heaps of bricks and stones for the repair of roads ... ] am of opinion that we 
cannot do better than transfer one of these patches of ground upon safe conditions to those who 
may be willing to erect upon it a handsome and substantial structure for several objects of 
literature and science. The plan proposed to us is handsome and we are promised that it will be 
substantially executed, and that if the funds of Rs. 43,000 already raised shall not be sufficient, 
more will be raised, and J think that looking to the popular character of such institutions, their 
permanent maintenance may fairly be relied on”. 


Beveridge has added that the amount of land granted for the site appears to have been two bighas and 
five cottahs™. Jt was valued in the Government books at Rs. 96,000 or Rs. 2,133 a cottah, but it was admitted 
that was too high and that the proper valuation was about Rs. 800 acottah”. 


The name “Metcalfe Hall” was sanctioned at the general meeting of the Agri-Horticuitural Society 
on Wednesday, 10 June 1840, and the special Building Committee appointed a Finance Committce 
( Members Messrs. J.M. Parker, W.P. Grant, Longueville Clarke and Dr. H.H. Spry) to go ahead with the 
formalitics. The estimates for the building at Dalhousie Square amounted to Rs. 48,000 to meet which the 
joint subscription did not exceed Rs. 43,000. On passing a paper round the table at the mecting the sum of 
Rs. 3,714 was subscribed at once! Charles Knowles Robison, the architect of Ochterlony Monument was 
the architect of Metcalfe Hall as well. The Sailors’ Home, established on 30 March 1837, was in occupation 
of the old house since then, and it was razed to the ground in September 1840 and the site for the foundation 
was nearly altogether dug up. There was some bad ground at the site for which necessary excavation was 
done. The ceremony of laying the foundation stone was scheduled for 5 December 1840, but was postponed 


by a fortnight. 


The foundation stone of the Metcalfe Hall was laid with masonic honours on 19 December 1840, by 
Dr. James Grant, Grand Master of Bengal (Masonry Halls), assisted by Dr. James Burnes’, Grand Master of 
Western India and 350 Master Masons. The ceremony was performed in the presence of the Governor- 
General and all the members of Council, the Misses Edens, and more than 200 ladies and countless number 
of spectators. Three of the members of the Council present, it may be added, have achieved the honour ofa 
public memorial in the Town Hall: William Wilberforce Bird, who acted as Governor-General in 1844; 
Henry Thoby Prinsep, the elder, and Major-General Sir William Casement. Of the other names mentioned 
in Longueville Clarke’s narrative, James Pattle, Member of the Board of Revenuc, stands commemorated 
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by atablet in St John’s Church, Dr J R Martin, subsequently became Sir Ronald and Dr James Burnes was 
brother of Sir Alexander (‘Secunder’) Burnes, who was assassinated at Kabul in 1842" 


Miss Emily Eden (Letters from India, London, 1872) in her Diary wrote “On Saturday ( 19th 
December, 1840) we went to see the first stone of a public library laid by the Freemasons, and it was rather 
amusing and very ridiculous to see them in their dress Freemasonry 1s a great rage at Calcutta just now” 


A description of the Metcalfe Hall in the course of its erection (1841) would not be complete without 
the following account™ 


The METCALFE HALL, from a design by Mr C K Robison 1s now erecting on a site, fronting the river on the west 
Harc Street on the north and near the Bankshall and Post Office granted by Government to the President and Vice-Presidents 
of the Agricultural Society of India, for the time being and Curators of the Calcutta Public Library, to enable these institutions 
to ercct an edifice capable of affording sufficient accommodation to each 


The order of architecture 1s from the Portico of the Temple or Tower of Winds at Athens A broad flight of steps 16 in 
number and 65 feet long, lead to the portico or colonnade on the west or river front and there 1s a covered colonnaded entrance on 
the east: with another and similar flight of steps, which lead up to the lobby and internal staircase 


The building 1s raised on a solid, but omamented basement of ten feet m herght and the columns, 30 in number and 36 feet 
high rise from this basement, the general entablature of the building, giving 1t externally, the appearance of a Grecian Temple of 
one lofty story The completion, or roof of the building, 1s taken from the choragic monument of Thrasyllus also atAthens 


The columns and colonnade nearly surround the whole building They would have been carried entirely round and amore 
complete temple-like form thereby given to tt, had funds admitted of tt deed, the limited amount of the subscription and the 
necessity for so much internal accommodation rendered 1t necessary to make the design very simple Internally there are two 
stories the lower one 1s to be occupied by the Agricultural Society, and will consist ofa hall 63 feet by 30, a seed and specimen room 
36 feet by 24, a museum or room for agricultural and horticultural implements, 36 by 24, a lobby 36 by 24 anda corridot of passage 
leading to the main hall 36 by 12 feet all these rooms are 22 feet high in the roof The upper floor 1s to be occupied by the Calcutta 
Public I ibrary, and 1s reached by a handsome teakwood staircase 7 teet wide there are the same rooms as below only they are more 
thrown into one by arches, and the roofs will be 26 instead of 22 fect high, which will admit of galleries and sidelights above 


In the intertor of the building there is to be placed a bust of Sir Charles Metcalfe, which brings us to say a few words 
in explanation of the circumstances which have brought the whole into existence 


During the interval, between the departure to England of Lord William Bentinck, and the arrival of Lord Auckland in 
India Sir Charles Metcalfe was Governor-General, and liberated the Calcutta Press Meetings were held and subscriptions raised 
to perpetuate the public sense of this act Soon thereafter Sir Charles proceeded to Agra, and meetings were again held and 
subscriptions raised for the purpose of erecting some public record of the estimation in which his private virtues were held by the 
whole population of Calcutta Shortly afterwards a Public library was established and it was proposed to expend the amount of 
the two subscriptions in erecting an edifice capable of contaiming the library, and receiving a bust and picture of Sir Charles 


Many plans were obtained , but the want ofa site and the inadcquacy of the funds (about 25,000) prevented the object of the 
committee being carned into execution, and things remained in this state till August, 1839, when a proposition v.as made by the 
three several Committees to the Agricultural Society to join their funds to the others, and thus secure the erection of such an edifice 
as would give ample accommodation to the Agticultural Society of India, as well as the Calcutta Public Library The Society agreed 
to the proposal, and appointed Col McLeod and Mr Robison to meet the other Committees, and form some jomnt plan of operations 
At the first meeting of the Committees Mr Robison was solicited to give a design, and the one now in the course of erection Burn & 
Co made out estimates upon the most moderate scale (Rs 48,000) which were approved of, and the whole were submitted to 


Government with an anxious request that a piece of ground in the South East corner of Tank Square might be given to the conjoined 
Committees for the purpose of the two Institutions 


Government declined to give any part of Tank Square, from an obyection to encroach upon places devoted to public 
recreation, but gave the picce of ground for some time used as the Sailors’ Home (already described) containing nearly two bighas 


and for which, from 40,000 to 50,000 Rs had recently been offered, although :t had once been valued much higher, and it 1s believed 
cost Government 90,000 Rs 
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The Building is 150 feet, by 100 and 60 feet in length. 


The building, as we have already stated, was designed by ROBISON" (not Robinson), Magistrate of 
Calcutta (who died on 11th April 1846 and lies buried at the Circular Road cemetery, close by the strect 
named after him, with a suitable memorial) and built by Messrs. Burn and Company (now Martin Burn 
Ltd.) who had their office close by at 11 Hastings Strect. The building actually cost Rs. 68,000 of which the 

‘Calcutta Public Library contributed Rs. 16,308, the remainder being the contribution of the Agri- 
Horticultural Society and other bodies and individuals who were desirous of doing honour to Sir Charles 
Metcalfe. “There were giants in those days among European residents in the matter of liberality, for it 
appcars that when the funds for the erection of the building fell short by a large sum, Sir Lawrence Peel, then 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, paid off one fourth of the debt, his contribution for that purpose being 
over Rs. 4,000, and another gentleman, a Mr. W.P. Grant, paid Rs. 1900 towards the railing of the Hall”. 


When George W. Johnson wrote his Stranger in Calcutta” in 1843, the cost of the Metcalfe Hall was 
estimated at less than Rs. 43,000 for he says: ‘The building is to furnish suitable rooms for the Agricultural 
Society and the Public Library. The Society subscribed 10,000 rupces, the Public Library a similar sum, and 
the Metcalfe Testimonial Fund raised 23,000 rupecs. Thesc, united, were found to be sufficient for the 
purpose; Mr. C.K. Robison, onc of the Calcutta magistrates, furnishing a design, and the builder's cstimate 
for its completion being 42,629 rupecs’. H.E.A.Cotton is far from correct in stating that, ‘A contribution of 
‘Company’s rupees’ 10,000 from (Agri-Horticultural) Society’s funds opened the subscription list; 
individual members added another Rs. 3,000; the Public Library gave about Rs. 6,000; and a sum of about 
Rs. 70,000 was ultimatcly collected” 


William Patrick Grant’s liberality™ to the Calcutta Public Library should not go unnoticed here : 
“The sum which the Library had to pay in 1843 towards building the Metcalfe Hall was Rs. 10,000. The 
proceeds of the Company’s papcrs it then held were under Rs. 4000. On the 29th March 1843 Mr. Grant, 
unprompted and unsolicited advanced without interest security, 5,000 Rs. of which he was repaid 4000 Rs. 
the 12th August 1844. On the 16th November! 846, he placed ut the disposal of the Curators, the balance 
still due to him, of Rs. 1,000 for the purpose of being expended in the construction of the railing round the 
building. If the gift of 1,000 Rs. with interest on the loan be added to Mr. Grant’s previous donation of 
Rs. 1143 he appears as a donor to this institution of about Co.’s Rs. 2,600.” In 1839-40 Mr. Grant not 
wishing to encroach on the limited resources of the library, caused 77 vols. of its Latin and Greek works to 
be bound in vellum at his own expenses, the sum he paid on this account was Co.’s Rs. 173/-. His pecuniary 
donations have been as follows: in 1837 Rs. 50; in 1844 Rs. 700; in 1844 in the name of Mrs. Grant, Rs. 100; 
in 1845, in the name of Mrs. Grant, Rs. 100; in 1847 in the name of Mrs. Grant Rs. 10; and in the name of 
Mrs. Grant Rs. ... Total - Co.’s Rs. 1143”. 


J.H. Stocqueler in his Handbook to British India® (Ast edition, 1844) has given an account of the 
building of Metcalfe Hall and the circumstances which led to its erection. H.Beveridge, who saved this 
account”, says: ‘Poor man, the laying of the foundation stone was hardly a proud day for him (Stocqueler), 
for at that time or very shortly before it he was in prison fer debt, and had like Hicky in the last century, been 
carrying on his paper from within Jail Walls’. Stocqueler’s account, as quoted by Beveridge, reads : 


“When Sir Charles Metcalfe, the present governor of the Canadas (1844) was about to return from 
India to reside permanently in Europe, the numerous members of the Calcutta community, who had long 
benefitted by his boundless liberality, his munificent hospitality, and the wisdom and mildness of his rule as 
temporary Governor-General of India, determined to pay a tribute of gratitude to their b.ncfactor, by 
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raising a monument that should perpetuate the recollection of his many public and private virtues, and more 
particularly signalise the last great act of his Indo-political life — the emancipation of the Indian Press. 
Various methods of effecting this great object suggested themselves — the erection of a statue, the 
foundation of scholarships, the placing a bust, or a picture, with mural inscription in letters of gold, in some 
conspicuous public building, &c.; but all gave way to the happier concept of erecting an edifice which while 
it subserved purposes of great utility, should by its title, commemorate the worth of the excellent Sir 
Charles. A public Library had been for some time in existence, but it had no better local habitation than the 
lower rooms of the private residence of a friend to the institution. The Agricultural and Horticultural 
Society was cqually destitute of a building adapted to the purposes of official meeting, and the depository of 
agricultural implements, seeds, specimens of produce, &c. To combine the objects of these institutions 
under one edifice, and to give to it the name of the stateman who had long patronised both, appeared to be a 
rational proceeding, acceptable alike to the public who werc interested in them, and to Sir Charles Metcalfe 
himself. A large sum was however necessary for the erection of a building of fitting dimensions and external 
beauty, than that subscribed exclusively for commemoration purposes. The deficiency was accordingly 
made up from the funds of the Agricultural Society and the Public Library, and a piece of ground for the 
Metcalfe Hall having been applied for, the Government granted a site fronting the Strand Road and river on 
the west, Hare Street on the north, and opposite to the Bankshall”’, Master Attendant’s Office and Post 
Office”. The foundation stone having been laid with masonic honours in January 1841 (it should be 
December 1840), the Hall is now (1844) rapidly erecting. The order of architecture is from the portico of the 
Temple or Tower of Winds at Athens, which was chosen for its lightness and durability. A broad flight of 
steps leads to the portico or colonnade on the west of river front, and there is a covered colonnade entrance 
on the cast, with another and similar flight of steps, which lead up to the lobby and internal staircase. The 
building is raised on a solid but ornamented basement of ten feet in height in which there are no openings, 
and the columns thirty in number and thirty-six fect high, rise from this basement and support the general 
entablature of the building, giving it externally much the appearance ofa Grecian temple of onc lofty story. 
The columns and colonnade nearly surround the whole building. They would have been carricd entirely 
round, and a more temple-like form thereby given to the building, but the funds would not admit of it: 
indeed the limited amount of subscriptions, and the necessity for such internal accommodation rendered 
curtailment of the ornament and outward decoration necessary. Internally there are two stories; the lower 
one is to be occupied by the Agricultural Society, and will consist ofa Hall, sixty-three feet by thirty fect; a 
secd and specimen room, thirty-six fect by thirty-four; a museum, or room for agricultural and horticultural 
implements, thirty-six feet by twenty-four; a Secretary’s room twenty four feet by twenty-four; and a 
corridor or passage leading to the main Hall, thirty-six feet by twelve. All these rooms are twenty two fect 
high in the roof, 


“The upper floor, to be occupied by the Calcutta Public Library, is reached by a handsome teakwood 
flight of stairs in a staircase seven feet wide: and opposite to the Secretary’s room there are the same rooms 
above as below, only they are more thrown into one by arches, and the roof will be twenty-six instead of 
twenty-two feet high, which will admit of galleries, and side lights above. 


“The lower story, a portion appropriated to the Agricultural Society, will have a colonnaded 


verandah nearly all round, and the principal hall above will have an iron rail on the river side, inside the 
pillars. 


“In the interior of the building there is to be placed a bust of Sir Charles Metcalfe, which, with an 


appropriate inscription, will intimate the reasons for the erection of the Hall, and perpetuate the recollection 
of the many noble qualities which distinguished the Indian carecr of the worthy baronet”. According to 
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Beveridge’s own observations: ‘Part of the plan here described has never been carried out. The bust of Lord 
Metcalfe still wants its inscription, and though there is a gallery it has never been properly fitted up, or made 
use of. The Metcalfe Hall is a handsome building, but its western front is obscured by the want of an 
approach. Its aspect would be much improved if Government would add to the premises the piece of land 
lying to the south which was the site of the Mint, but which is now covered with the debris of Public Works 
operations. The interior of the Hall is worth sccing. The Agricultural Society’s rooms on the ground floor 
contain many curiositics, and there may also be seen the marble busts of Dr. Carey, the founder of the 
Society, and of Dwarka Nath Tagore”, and portraits of Colonel Kyd (the founder of the Botanic Gardens), 
Sir Edward Ryan, and Sir Lawrence Peel’. 


When Cotton wrote his book, the Calcutta Public Library was converted into the Imperial Library, 
occupying both the floors of the Metcalfe Hall. ‘The work of construction was completed in 1844. The 
order of architecture is taken from the portico of the Temple of Winds at Athens, and the design was chosen 
by Mr. C.K. Robison, the architect, for its lightness and durability. A broad flight of steps leads to the portico 
or colonnade on the west of river front, and there is a covered colonnade entrance to the cast, with another 
similar flight of steps which lead up to the entrance hall. The building is raised on a solid but ornamental 
bascment, ten feet high in height, and columns thirty in number and thirty-six feet in height, rise from this 
basement and support the general entablature of the building, giving it externally much the appearance of a 
Greck temple of one lofty storey. The columns and colonnade nearly surround the whole building. It was 
intended to carry them entirely round, but the scheme could not be put into execution from want of funds. 
Internally there are two stories, which for many years were occupied in the manner suggested by 
Longueville Clarke when the project for the building was originally adopted, But the Public Library 
languished under lax management and inadequate support, the offices of the Agri-Horticultural Socicty 
failed to attract public interest, and the building itself was suffered to fall into disrepair”. 


The Calcutta Public Library occupied the upper floor in June 1844, though the building was not yet 
complete in all respects. The entire Metcalfe Hall was used for the Imperial Library from 1903 to 1923 since 
the transfer of the Calcutta Public Library to the Government in 1902. The proprietors or shareholders of 
the Calcutta Public Library were given financial compensations amounting to the full value of their shares 
without curtailing their privileges of borrowing books from the Imperial Library during their life time when 
they were in Calcutta. The shifting of the Imperial Library from Metcalfe Hall to 5 Esplanade East, started 
in November 1923, took anumber of years (probably up to 1936) for completion of the work. 


MAINTENANCE OF METCALFE HALL 


The maintenance of the Metcalfe Hall was jointly undertaken by the Agri-Horticultural Socicty and 
the Calcutta Public Library from 1844 to 1902, sharing the cost in equal proportions. The Curators of the 
Library, in concurrence with the authorities of the Agri-Horticultural Society placed the building in charge 
of Messrs. Burn and Company, the original builders, in May 1848, for maintenance at the rate of Rs 30 per 
quarter, to be shared equally by the Library and Society”. A Joint House Committce of Major G.T. Marshall 
and Willis Earle, Esq. for the Library and W.G. Rose and J.H. Mather, Esquires, for the Society, made 
arrangements for the keeping the portico clear of vehicles. The other resolutions of this Committee, which 
were also approved of by both bodies were : 


1. That all genera! repairs of the Metcalfe Hall and out-offices attached thereto be borne equally by 
the Public Library and by the Agri-Horticultural Society. By general repairs are meant the roof 
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outside of the building, pillars, plastering and white-washing, &c. 


2nd. — That the cost of all ormamental work adding to the external appearance of the building be 
borne equally by both institutions. 


3rd. — That the cost of all omamental work inside of the building be borne by the institution in whose 
apartments and on whose account such work is executed”. 


Re-roofing of the Metcalfe Hall was undertaken by the Calcutta Public Library at its own cost in 
1847 for which Colonel William Nairn Forbes” of Military Engineers, who was the Master of the Calcutta 
Mint and architect of St. Paul’s Cathedral, tendered technical know-how and supervision, frec of charge. 
The annual report of the Library for 1847-48 (pp. 10-11) reads: “On the 24 March last, a special mecting of 
this Institution was held at which a resolution was passed, that they should be requested to pay a 
subscription” of 10 rupees towards re-roofing of the Hall. Having taken into consideration the estimates 
from different builders, the Curators in consultation with Colonel Forbes accepted the tender of Messrs. 
Mackintosh, Burn &Co. for Rs. 2,899-15-3. In compliance with the recommendation of Col. Forbes, they 
also ordered them to put sunshades and iron network to the skylights” of the Hall, and the only addition 
which they found it necessary to make the building were two rooms” for the durwans, which have cost 150 
rupees. The procceds of the iron roof are Co’s Rs. 1,344-14-0” and the subscription for the new roof realized 
amount to Co’s Rs. 1,455 aggregating Co’.s Rs. 2,799 and 14 annas. The sum remaining to be collected is 
Co’.s Rs. 50 is doubtful. The members of this Institution feel grateful and hereby record their thanks to the 
Agricultural and Horticultural Society of India for its contribution of 200 rupees towards the new roof”. 
With the completion of the re-roofing of the Hall, ‘the Building may now be considered finished’, the 
Annual Report added. 


The names of subscribers to the new roof of the Metcalfe Hall @ Rs. 10 cach are worth recalling 
here, omitting Esquires at the end and Baboo in the beginning in the case of Bengali gentlemen. The list 
read: Hon’ble Sir J.P. Grant, W.P. Grant. Mrs. W.P. Grant, W.E. Earle, M.S. Staunton, S.G.T. Healty, W.A. 
Peacock, Major H. Goodwyn, H.W. Abbott, Ramanauth Tagore, Major G.T. Marshall, J. Hastic, J. Allan, J. 
Lyall, Messrs. Jessop & Co., O.P.L. Watson, Bemolachurn Day, Ramgopaul Ghose, F. Bailey, W.W. 
Kettlewell, G. Graseman, P.S. D’Rozario, A. Hay, A.M. Balandrean, G. Ashburner, J. Church, E. D’Cruz, J. 
Leonard, J.W. Colville, H. Alexander, C. Tucker, Revd. Dr. J. Charles, Dr. J.G. Vos, Hon’ble F. Millet, S. 
Nicholson, R. Jones, E.P. Griffiths, J.W. Grant, H. Cowie, Debendranauth Tagore, D.M. Gordon, T. 
Dickens, W. Kirkpatrick, Hemnath Roy, J.C. Ellis, J.W. Shearman, E. Parrier, P. Scott, W.H. Ripley, M.A. 
Pillans, Rustomjce Cowasjec, P. Melville, C.H. Salter, Khetro Mohun Chatterjee, Sir. T.E.M. Turton, A. 
Turner, J. Stuart, J.S. Judge, Hon’ble Sir L. Peel, T. Caird, Major Hough, F.B. Paton, J.H. Allen, F.P. Strong, 
T.C. Morton, J.L. Russell, the Bishop of Calcutta (Daniel Wilson), Col. W. Sage, Hon’ble C.H. Cameron, 
Prosono Coomar Tagore, Radha Madhub Banerjee, Brojonauth Dhur, H.C. Watts, W. Toyne, R. Shepperd, 
GA. Paxton, GA. Bushby, C. Beadon, J. Jenkins, H. P. Marshall, Muttyloll Seal, G Grisholm, Pearymohun 
Chowdry, Hon’ble Sir H.W. Seton, J.C, Marshman, W. T. Laird, Revd. S. Slater, H Torrens, Rev. Dr. 
Alexander Duff, S. Guppy, Revd. T. Smith, R.H. Buckland, F. Woodhouse, H. Pratt, J. Davidson, A. 
Caimie, Rajah Suttuchurn Ghosal, J.B. Mackillop, J. Storm, J.P. Mackillgin, M. Gladstone, E. Brown, E. 
Lodge, Mrs. W.P. Sims, Capt. J. Lang, H. Ransom, J. Hughesdom, Raja Pertaubchunder Singh, J.M. 
Harrison, Welby Jackson, Brigadier Webber, H. Wickam, Rev. W. Keane, J.W. Sherer, R.E. Newcomen, W. 
Grey, D. Philips, Hon'ble Sir F. Currie. J.A. Imlay, Ashootosh Dey, W.F. Fergusson, Capt. Townsend, A. 

. Roberston, E. A. Blundwell, and H.M. Elliot. T.M. Harrison subscribed only Rs. 5. The total subscription 


amounted to Company’s Rs. 1255, C. Beadon and W. Grey among these names are those of future 
Lieutenant-Governors of Bengal. 
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Two of the pillars forming the colonnadc of the portico exhibited fissures in 1847-48 andthe  Agri- 
Horticultural Society appointed a committee of Civil Architects to examine them. The Library paid Rs. 511- 
15-6as its half share in 1849 for rebuilding the defective work”. 


The House Committec acting for the Agricultural and Horticultural Society of India and the Calcutta 
Public Library, in concurrence with the Curators, caused an iron rail with gates to be placed round the 
Metcalfe Hall in 1850 for which the Library paid half the expenses, viz., Company’s Rs 1344-1-3. It was 
also considered necessary to erect a range of out-offices and other conveniences for the Metcalfe Hall, the 
half expense of which, defrayed by the Library, was Rs. 453-1-6 in 1850”. Petty repairs to the Metcalfe Hall 
cost the Library Rs. 197 between 1853 and 1861 vide statement at the end of his chapter. 


The repairs to the Metcalfe Hall were postponed by the Curators in 1860 in consultation with Mr J. 
Rowe of the Agri-Horticultural Society. The Curators offered five hundred rupees or one third of the cost of 
laying a lobby to the Hall at an expense of Rs. 1,400 as it being more used by the Socicty than by the 
Library". The building was repaired in 1862 at a cost of Rs. 1915 adding a gallery to the great Hall to make 
room for more books. The Curators expressed their thanks to Major Baird for the advice with reference to 
the construction of the gallery, as regards the safcty of the wall to which it was attached and the plan of its 
formation”, 


The building was struck by lightning in 1863 and the subject of attaching iron rods was taken up by 
the House Committee of the Library”. The accounts of 1864 (Rs. 1254), 1865 (Rs. 200) and 1866 (Rs. 446) 
showed an expenditure of Rs. 1900 towards the repair of the building from which it is evident that safety 
measures were adopted for installing lightning conductors. The truss-beam over the steps at the castern 
portico of the Metcalfe Hall having becn found to have decayed and the roof given way in 1865, it was 
thought advisable to substitute an tron tubular girder at an expense of Rs. 4,000 to be shared in equal 
proportions by the Library and the Agri-Horticultural Society”. There were some minor repairs to the 
building from 1866 to 1872. Apart from the routine maintenance cost (1869 Rs. 58; 1869 Rs. 2), the Library 
incurred an expenditure of Rs. 1730 in 1870 and Rs. 502 in 1871 for repair of the building. This was, 
however, not sufficient. 


The Government of Bengal sanctioned a grant™ of Rs. 5,000 to the Agri-Horticultural Society and 
the Library on their joint representation for extensive and immediate repairs of the Metcalfe Hall and the 
contractors, Messrs Burn & Company were asked to put the repairs through for asum of Rs. 15,500 in 1873. 


The Metcalfe Hall not having undergone thorough repairs since 1874, the matter was considered by 
the Council of the Library in consultation with the authoritics of the Agri-Horticultural Socicty. Tenders 
were invited for the work in 1885 and Bum & Company’s tender for Rs. 4170 was accepted. The tender was 
for all repair works except the cost of replacement of decayed beams and buryhas. An application was 
submitted to the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal for a grant to mecting the cost as the Library was obliged 
with a grant in 1874. ‘Failing to geta grant from Government the Council will be obliged to meet their share 
of the cost out of the invested funds, as the work must be carried out before the next rains’, the annual 
report explained. The Government did not sanction any grant for the repair of the building in 1886 as the 
accounts showed that the Library had spent an amount of Rs 3,066 as its share, for the repairs”. Annual 
repairs of the building from 1887 to 1890-91 cost the Library a sum of Rs. 545-10-6. The Library spent 
Rs 933-1-3 for laying down mosaics on the floor of the Counter Room and passages leading to the Reading 
Room in 1891-92. This work was executed by Bird & Company, Calcutta. The accounts of the Library 
from 1894 to 1902 have not been examined. The Metcalfe Hall was acquired by the Government of India 
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in 1902 by paying Rs. 53,500 to the Agri-Horticultural Society and the Calcutta Public Library. The Agri- 
Horticultural Socicty was paid Rs. 25,000 in cash, besides guarantecing an annual unconditional grant of 
Rs. 6,000 in perpetuity. The Calcutta Public Library was paid Rs. 28,500 for payment of Rs. 500 to cach of 
its existing 57 proprietors, besides guarantccing thcir privileges in the Imperial Library for their lifetime. 
The Imperial Library started functioning from the Metcalfe Hall with effect from 30 January 1903. The 
building was renovated and refurnished by the Government at the time of its conversion into the Imperial 
Library at a cost of Rs. 1,579. The Imperial Library used the entire Metcalfe Hall from 1903 to 1923. The 
shifting of the Imperial Library from the Metcalfe hall to 5 Esplanade East began in 1923 and was 
completed in a few years’ time. The Metcalfe Hall was in the occupation of the office of the Commissioner 
of Income Tax, Bengal, from 1Scptember 1924 to about 1947 during which period the building did not 
suffer from serious negicct. The building was uscd as the godown of the Government’s Stationery Office 
thercafter and the Hall became dilapidated in course of time. 


Before taking leave of Metcalfe Hall, we are reminded of the shortlived Chess Club in the Library 
and the two stables on the grounds. While the Chess Club popularised the game in Calcutta, the stables 
contributed some small amounts to the income of the Library. 


The Calcutta Library Chess Club donated an amount of Rs. 186-15-3 to the Library in 1849 and 
some items of furniture (3 pairs of table shades, 5 double branched wall shades, one screcn, one almirah, 
one lantern, one tin box, one lamp stand, one tin jar, 18 oil burners and three glasses). The Curators of the 
Library, in consultation with two other chess clubs functioning in Calcutta at that time (viz. Calcutta Chess 
Club and the Metropolitan Chess Club) ordered a collection of standard works on chess from England”. 
The Chess Club probably had a short-lived existence in the Metcalfe Hall, for we do not find any trace of it 
after 1855 in the Library records. Token donations were made by the Chess Club between 1849 and 1855 as 
the accounts show a head under ‘Special receipts from Chess Club, Vested Funds, Donations, Govt. Grant’, 
etc. The income from these sources was erratic and the Chess Club’s donations seldom exceeded Rs. 5 
(1849 Rs, 256; 1850-1851 Rs. 922; 1852 Rs.7,128; 1853 Rs. 74; 1854 - Nil; 1855 Rs. 10; 1856-57- Nil). Of 
this, interest from vested funds was regular and donations from proprictors and subscribers were only for 
special purposes. The Library promoted chess in Calcutta and did not charge any rent for the club’s weckly 
sittings. Some of the chess-players became subscribers to the Library. 


The stables of the Library on the grounds of Metcalfe Hall were not used after sunset as no officer 
lived on the premises. These stables were, therefore, rented, probably to Cutlar Palmer & Company, for a 
number of years. These stables were constructed in 1850 as the report for that year stated; ‘It has also been 
‘deemed necessary to erect a range of out-offices and other conveniences, the half expense of which 
detrayed by the Library is Co.’s Rs. 453-1-6’. These were let out from 1880 onwards, if not carlicr, and the 
rents” realised from 1881 to 1891-92 were: 1881 Rs. 215; 1882 Rs. 212; 1883 Rs. 64; 1884 Rs. 252; 1885 
Rs. 252; 1886 Rs. 41; 1887 not available; 1888 Rs. 82-7-2; 1889 Rs. 147-2-3; 1890-91 Rs. 154-10-0; 1&91- 
92 Rs. 144; and 1892-93 Rs. 144. 


Metcalfe Hall, though devoted to scientific and literary activities by two institutions, whose patrons: 
were the Governors-Generals and Viceroys of India and the Licutenant-Governors of Bengal, did not enjoy 
any rebate, not to speak of exemption, in Municipal Assessment. The annual Municipal Tax ranged between 
Rs. 432 in 1864 and Rs. 877 in 1890-91. The amounts paid in each of these years are given at the end of this 


chapter. There was probably no provision for exemption of taxes in the Municipal enactments before 1923 
for scientific and literary institutions. 
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A NATIONAL MONUMENT 


The dilapidated condition of the Metcalfe Hall and its historic association with the Freedom of the 
Press, Calcutta Public Library, agricultural growth of India, social science research, etc. were highlighted 
by the media and institutions engaged in the preservation of India’s heritage from time to time. 


Shireen D. Mistry wrote in The Statesman of Monday, 20 May 1985 (‘A Goodly Heritage’) : ‘The 
buildings of old stand firm against traffic vibrations, weather hazards, lack of maintenance, and various 
forms of misuse. A case in point is Metcalfe Hall on Strand Road. Built in memory of Lord Metcalfe, acting 
Governor-Gencral of India (1835-36), it has a front colonnade to which an air of grandcur still clings. But 
the columns, representing the finest architectural traditions, are draped with dusty cob-webs and rotting 
creepers, and the building as a whole, which could surely be renovated and put to better use, serves as a 
godown by the stationery department of the West Bengal Government’; .. . (Nothing more on Metcalfe Hall 
in the article). 


Ranjit Chattopadhyaya’s letter dated, 21 May, Calcutta, published in The Statesman oi 7 June 1985, 
is worth reading for the popular notions about the Hall: “Sir — Apropos of the article ‘A Goodly Heritage’ 
(May 20-21), the Metcalfe Hall today forms part of a big stationery godown under the administrative 
control of the Central Government and not that of West Bengal. The Central PWD is responsible for its 
maintenance. But the Hall’s days of glory were connected with the commissioning of a public library - a 
precursor of the celebrated ‘Imperial Library’ of later years — by the elite of Calcutta under the apt and able 
leadership of, it is said, Harinath De. The Hall is in fact still equipped with two spacious auditoriums which 
in the past were the meeting places of scholars, litterateurs and reformers. In course of time, however, they 
were turned into a refuge for foreign sailors and, lately, into a ‘stationery dump’. In order to save the Hall, 
the Centre should shift the offices and the few items of stationery kept in it to the vast godown space 
available cither in the adjacent premises of the Stationery Office or in the now-abandoned currency 
building situated at the south-cast corner of BBD Bagh. The occupancy and management of the Hall should 
also be handed over to an independent board which could then use it to hold seminars, meetings and cultural 
performances — Yours, etc”. 


Metcalfe Hall occupies one bigha, two cottahs, two chittacks and 30 sq. feet of prime land in the core 
of the city (or | bigah, 2 cottahs and */, chittacks or thereabouts, situate and being No. 12 Strand Road in the 
Town of Calcutta and forming a portion of Holding No. 20 Block No. 23 in the South Division of the said 
Town... bounded on the North by Hare Street on the East by the messuage godowns and premises known as 
No. 2 Church Lane belonging to Doorga Chum Law and Chundy Churn Law in the occupation of Messrs. 
Ralli Brothers on the south partly by the Government Stationery Office and partly by the premises Nos. 3,4 
and 5 Church Lane in the occupation of the Government Jail Depot and Stationery Office and on the west by 
the Strand Road’ as is stated in the Imperial! Library - Indentures Validation - Act, 1902). 


The recorded value of the land attached to Metcalfe Hall in the Government Register™ (Govt. Of 
Bengal, P.W. Dept., Register of Buildings in the Bengal Presidency, Presidency Circle, Ist Calcutta 
Division, corrected upto 31 st March 1928, pp. 22-23) is Rs. 55,417 at the rate of Rs 2,500 per cottah (oldest 
value known in 1911-12). Though the purchase price of land and building in 1902 is not stated in the 
Government Register noted above, it amounted to Rs. 53,500 as we have already stated carlier. The 
renovation of the Metcalfe Hall in 1902 cost Rs. 1597 (Rs. 75 + 1504). Thorough repairs were undertaken 
in 1924-25 at acost of Rs. 14,962. Electrical installation in 1901-02 cost Rs. 783 and in 1924-28 Rs. 5,150. 
An urinal (brick-masonry, terraced, 38 sq. ft.) was constructed in 1924 at a cost of Rs. 379. The motor-shed 
erccted in the same year cost Rs. 919. There are servants’ quarters and stables, besides a latrine for officers”. 
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The walls of the Metcalfe Hall are in brick-masonry and the roof-terraced. “C” grade Malthoid was 
laid over the roof of the main hall in 1925-26. The floor is partly made of Indian Patent Stone and partly 
Chunar marble stone. The superficial plinth area including the verandahs is 14,299 ft. The cubic content” is 


674,839 ft. 


The Metcalfe Hall occupies the site of the house of Ramkrishna Sett”, a scion of the well-known Sett 
family, the members of which were the first-known settlers in Govindpur (area now covered by the Maidan 
and Fort William). Balailal (or Boly Lal!) Sett and Grish Chunder Sett”, two scions of the Sett family, were 
proprietors of the Calcutta Public Library in 1902 and received compensation (Rs. 500 each) as the value of 
their shares”! Thus Metcalfe Hall is connected with the first family founders of Calcutta and their 
connection with the Hall continued throughout the chequered history of Calcutta, now renamed Kolkata. 


The Metcalfe Hall was declared a National Monument™ by Arjun Singh, the then Union Minister for 
Human Resources Development, in Calcutta, on 7 February 1993. The Asiatic Society was allotted the 
ground floor to save its space problem and on 24 May 1995S the official handing over ceremony took place. 
The Archaeological Survey of India, responsible for the restoration and maintenance of the building under 
the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958, occupy the upper floor for its 
sale of publications. The authorities of the Archaeological Survey of India, Eastern Region, came into 
loggerheads” with the Asiatic Society on several occasions, but the periodical section of the Society has 
been functioning from the Metcalfe Hall since 1998. The fitting up of custom-built steel racks and shifting 
of the periodicals, not in every-day use, took the Society three or four years. Mrs Basanti Nandan, an 
Assistant Librarian of the Society, has been made responsible to attend to the scholars calling at the 
Metcalfe Hall in 2001. Though Calcutta Public Library and Imperial Library are simply names today, the 
Metcalfe Hall still serves the purpose ofa reference library as envisaged by the people of Calcutta in 1835. 
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Year 


1849 
1850 
1851 
1852 
1853 
1854 
1855 
1856 
1857 
1858 
1859 
1860 
1861 
1862 
1863 
1864 
1865 
1866 
1867 
1868 
1869 
1870 


Repair 
Charges 
(in Rs.) 


538 
1,281 
655 
1,388 
8 


49 


36 
..20 
20 
24 
20 
1,915 
650 
1,254 
200 
446 
2,025 
58 

2 
1,730 
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Table 1 


EXPENDITURE ON METCALFE HALL 
(CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY’S SHARE) 


Municipal 
Taxes 


N.A. 
N.A. 
N.A. 
N.A. 
N.A. 
N.A. 
N.A. 
N.A. 
N.A. 
N.A. 
N.A. 
N.A. 
N.A. 
N.A. 
N.A, 
432-0-0 
324-0-0 
N.A. 
N.A. 
N.A. 
N.A. 
675-0-0 


Year 


1871 
1872 
1873 
1874 
1875 
1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889-90 
1890-91 
1891-92 
1892-93 


from 1849 to 1892. 


Repair Municipal 
Charges Taxes 
(inRs,) 
$02 " 
632-1-7 
2,500-00 626-7-0 
2,018-2-0 653-6-11 
2,025-10 647-3-0 
1,839-10 i 
434-4-0 
789-12-0 
¥ 585-0-0 
77-8-0 544-0-0 
7-0-0 540-0-0 
48-0-0 540-0-0 
me 540-0-0 
102-8-0 540-0-0 
3,066-6-0 589-0-0 
10-0-0 612-0-0 
50-0-0 652-0-0 
24-0-0 769-0-0 
216-0-0 877-0-0 
245-10-6 N.A. 
996-9-6 N.A. 


Source. Compited from the Annual Reports of the Calcutta Public Library 


Notes 


1.N:A =NotAvailable 

2 The figures for 1836-48 - 
1893-1902 are not 
avatlable. Extracted from 
Appendix 3 ( Expenditure) 
of the Report of the Sub- 
Committee appointed on 
10th Feb {873 and 
supplemented from the 
Library’s annual reports 
from 1874 to 1892-93 No 
annual reports of the 
Library from 1836 to 1847 
and 1893-1902 were 
probably published 
Amounts above Rs_ 100 
meant major repairs and 
half the share of the 
Calcutta Public Library and 
the other half being borne 
by the Agri-Horticultural 
Society. 
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the Municipal Corporation in the latter part of the 19th century as the name Strand Road does not occur anywhere in the 
correspondence between 1837 and 1840 
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Longueville Clarke, a distinguished advocate of the time and one of the chief promoters of the movement, the various 
stages which culminated in the erection of the Hall anda short extract from it will not be without interest of its own ‘On 
the 18th February, 1832, writes Mr Clarke, at a public meeting in the Town Hall it was proposed by Mr James Pattle and 
seconded by Dr John Grant, that a subscription should be opened to erect a statue to Sir Charles Metcalfe, and present him 
with a service of plate I met this with the following proposition, which was seconded by Dr JR Martin, and unammously 
carried out ‘That by combining together the different public subscriptions which are now raising to offer testimonials to 
Sir Charles Metcalfe, it would enable the whole Indian community to express in a more distinguished manner their 
appreciation of the character of thateminent man’ | then suggested the erection of public building called the Metcalfe Hall, 
the ground floor to be devoted to the museum and committee-rooms of the Agricultural and Horticultural Society, and the 
second floor to the Public Library, both these institution have long been the peculiar obyect of the solicitude of Sir Charles 
Metcalfe This was also unanimously carried and it led to the appointment of a Joint Committee Sir Edward Ryan was 
appointed President, and I acted as Honorary Secretary” 


Clarke's memory has failed him to some extent As we have reproduced the orginal documents of all the 
proceedings, we are not denymg credit to Clarke 


57 Biographical sketch in Buckland’s Dictionary of Indian Biography, p 63 
58 Cotton, op cit ,pp 642-643 

59 Nair, PT , Calcutta in the 19th Century Calcutta, 1989, p 738 

60 Bengal and Agra Annual Guide for 1841, part III, pp 60-62 


61 The Calcutta Monthly Journal for Sept 1840 (Miscellany, p 553) wrote “The building under the amateur 
superintendence of Mr Robison, 1s likely much sooner to be completed than might be expected” See also PT Nair’s 
History of Calcutta Streets, pp 777-778 Robison was one of the Divisional Magistrates who discharged the functions of 
Police and Municipal commissioner The Chief Magistrate M'Farlan combined the power of the Police Commusstoner and 
Municipal Chairman (till 1875) 


62 Beveridge, op cit,p 203 Sir Lawrence Peel (1799-1884) was Chief Justice of the Calcutta Supreme Court from 1842 
to 1854 He was a member of the Committee of Selection of books of the Library in 1853-1854 He was nota proprietor of 
the Library William Patrick Grant was Master mn Equity, Examiner and Accountant General of the Supreme Court of 
Calcutta 


63 Nawr,PT, Calcutta in the 19th Century, 1989, pp 833-34 Johnson's book was published in 1843 and the account must 
have been written in 1842 or earlier He was an cyewitness to the erection of building, for his opentng sentence ran “A 
principal ornament of Calcutta, when finished, and probably such 1s the case by this time, will be the Metcalfe Hall, so 
called, because part of the fund provided to defray the expense of its erection, was the money raised by public subscription 
to commemorate the governor-generalship of SirC Metcalfe The building ts to furnish suitable rooms for the Agricultural 
Society and the Public Library The Society subscribed 10,000 rupees, the Public Library a similar sum, and the Metcalfe 
Testimonial Fund raised 23,000 rupees These, united, were found to be sufficient for the purpose, Mr C K Robison, one 
of the Calcutta magistrates, furnishing a design, and the builder's estimate for its completion being 42,629” Johnson 
added “ The next desirable object was to obtain a site for the erection, and the consent of the chief proprietors of the 
neighboring property being obtained, application was made to government for a portion of the south-eastern corner of the 
enclosure in Tank Square The reply of Lord Auckland was consonant with his characteristic sound sense and discretion 
“I think that these spaces of the town appropniated to admit hght and ventilation, ought not to be given up for purposes of 
building” That was therefore refused, but 1.1 its place the south-west corner of Hare Street, facing the river, was given The 
site rendered an alteration in the plan necessary, and a consequent additional expense, of 5827 ~ a demand speedily 
supplied by subscription” 


64 Cotton, op cit .p 642 


METCALFE HALL — Home of Libraries 


64a. Report of the Calcutta Public Library for 1847-48, pp. 4-5. 


65. The first edition of this work is no longer in the National Library. Only the 3rd edition (1854) is found in the library. 
How the library lost the first edition of Stocqueler’s book, listed in the CPL catalogue could not be ascertained. Beveridge 
used it in 1890. The third edition of the Handbook contains only a very brief account of the Metcalfe Hall. 


66. Beveridge in the National Magazine, June 1890, p. 203. 


67. Bankshall or Marine House occupied the site of the present Police Magistrates’ Court — hence Bankshal! Court and 
Bankshall Street. (P.T. Nair, History of Calcutta Streets, pp. 179-180). 


68. The Calcutta (General) Post Office before it was shifted to the present building occupied a house just at the corner of 
Hare Street and Bankshall Street, opposite Chief Presidency Magistrate's Court. 


69. Now greeting the readers of the National Library, Belvedere. The portraits of Col. Kyd and Sir Lawrence Pee! may be 
found in the Victoria Memorial 


70. Cotton, op,cit., p. 643. 
71. Report of the Calcutta Public Library (=CPL Annual Report), 1849, p. 12. 
72. CPLAnnual Report, 1849, p. 13. 


73. For a short biodata of Col. W.N. Forbes ( 1797-1855), see P.T. Nair’s Proceedings of the Asiatic Society, vol. 11, Book 
II, Calcutta, 1996, p. 1949. 


74. The names of subscribers (vide CPLAnnual Report for 1847-48, pp. 18-19) are given below. 


75. Skylights were absolutely necessary in Calcutta in the 19th century in the absence of lighting rooms with gas and 
electricity. 


76. Referred to as out-offices in popular parlance. 


77. The actual amount paid to Mackintosh Burn & Co. in 1848 was Rs. 1752-3-3. The sale proceeds of old roofs etc. 
fetched Rs. 394-14-0 to the Library. The net outlay on the new roof was actually Rs. 1357-5-3. The actual cost recorded 1s 
Rs. 1344-14-0. 


78. CPL Annual Report for 1849, p. 13. The actual expenditure for rebuilding the pillars and other repairs in 1849 
amounted to Rs. 537-15-6 vide Balance Sheet for that year. 


79. CPLAnnual Report for 1850, pp. 20-21. 
80. CPLAnnual Report for 1860, p.8. 
81. CPLAnnual Report for 1862, p. 9. 


82. CPL Annual Report for 1863, p. 7. An expenditure of Rs. 650 is shown in the accounts for the repair of the building 
which probably was rendered necessary on account of the lightning. 


83. CPL Annual Report for 1865, p. 10. This expenditure (Rs. 2,025) is shown in the accounts of 1867 only. 


84. CPL Annual Report for 1873, p. 7. The amount shown on account of repair of the building came to Rs. 4518-2-0 on the 
part of the Library (Rs. 2,500 in 1874 and Rs. 2018-2-0 in 1875) vide statement at the end of this Chapter. The expenditure 
on this account for 1877 was Rs. 1893-10-1, The annua: maintenance cost Rs. 235 between 1881 and 1885 (1881 - Rs.77- 
8-0; 1882 - Rs. 7-0-0; 1884 - Rs. 48-0-0 and 1885 - Rs. 102-8-0) 


85-86. CPLAnnual Report for 1886, vide Balance Sheet. 
87. CPLAnnual Report for 1849, p. 14. 


88. Compiled from balance sheets of Calcutta Public Library published in the Annual Reports, 1880-1892-93. 
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89 This printed, but unpublished Register ts “For Official Use only” 

90-91 Details from Govt Register referred to in 89 

92 Nair.PT . History of Calcutta Streets, p 580 

93 Imperial Library ( Indentures Validation) Act. 1902 

94 The Statesman dated 22nd April 1995, ‘Dispute over Metcalfe Hall’ (appendix H, Document No 27) 


95 Documents in the Appendix II. especially Nos 30 & 31 (Reports from the Statesman dated 19th & 20th August 1998, 
“ASI, Astatic Society at Loggerheads and ‘Asiatic Society-ASI war of attrition continucs unabated’) 
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DAYS OF THE CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY 


“While the question of establishing public lending librarics is being agitated in England, it must be a 
source of pride to the inhabitants of this metropolis to know that they already possess one which, in point of 
liberality and subservience to public benefit, may challenge comparison with any European Institution’, 
noted the Curators of the Calcutta Public Library headed by Hon’ble J.E.D. Bethune’, Major GT. Marshall’ 
and Willis Earle’ in their report* for 1850. The library was then under the patronage of the great Proconsul 
Lord Dalhousie (James Andrew-Ramsay, first Marquis of Dalhousic’, Governor-General of India 1848- 
1856). He was not only a Patron, but also onc of its proprietors or shareholders. 


Bethune must have written the above lines keeping in mind the evidence given by Edward Edwards, 
who is hailed by some as the pioncer of the concept of public library legislation not only in Great Britain but 
in the whole world. In his evidence to the Select Committee on Public Libraries of the House of Commons 
in 1849, he said: ‘Without some assured provisions of the means of continued increase, as well as simple 
preservation no men ever secured to the posterity the true advantage of a public library. To those persons, 
thereforc, who took thought of such matters, two principles to start with seemed plain. The one that new 
libraries should be formed in a catholic spirit. The other that they should be freed from all dependence either 
in gifts or in current ‘subscriptions’ for their permanent support. The first principle involved the corollary 
that the new institutions and their management should stand entirely aloof from influences in politics or 
religion. The second principle involved the corollary that the maintenance must be by rate, levied on the 
whole tax-paying community, and administered by its elective and responsible functionaries”. 


Here, im Calcutta, was a public library, open to all without any caste, colour and nationality 
distinctions, for reference and consultation of the best books on the Orient and a circulating library for 
readers to consult books at home. That a public library could run for 15 years on the self-financing principle 
without sceking the help of philanthropists and East India Company’s government in India was unthinkable 
to Edward Edwards and his men. The role of the Calcutta Public Library in the library movement of the 
world on modern principles, far ahead of its times, was not given due recognition as it had its birth in a 
British colony. The Calcutta Public Library suffered the fate of another pioneering Calcutta institution by 
which we mean the Asiatic Society, the parent institution of all other Asiatic Societies in the world, 
including the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland. 


The Calcutta Public Library functioned from Metcalfe Hall, an architectural heritage of the nation, 
which was erected to reccive ‘The METCALFE LIBRARY’, a Public Subscription Library. The 
flourishing condition of the Calcutta Public Library was recognised by the Court of Directors of the East 
India Company to whom the Governor-Generals in India were accountable, for they had made it a 
depository of their publications through Government of Bengal, almost from the day ofits inception. 


It was the good fortune of the Calcutta Public Library to get the Governors-General and Viceroys of 
India as its patrons and proprietors from 1835 to 1902. Sir Charles Metcalfe, provisional Governor- 
General, whose liberation of Indian Press was responsible for the establishment of the Calcutta Public 
Library in 1835, was not only one of its chief promoters, but also its founder-proprietors. George Eden, Ear] 
of Auckland (Governor-General, 1836-1842), became a proprietor as soon as he took over the reins of the 
Government of India. His sisters, Misses Fanny and Emily Edens, not only graced the foundation ceremony 
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of the Metcalfe Hall, the home of the Library from 1844 to 1902, but also were patrons of the Library. Henry 
Harding, the first Viscount of Lahore (Governor-Gencral, 1844-48) was perhaps not a proprietor of the 
Calcutta Public library as the records of the institution have not come down to us for this period. Lord 
Dalhousie’, as we have already stated, ‘signified his wish: to become the patron of the institution’, as soon as 


he took up the government of India. 


Lord Canning (Charles John, Earl of Canning — Governor-General and first Viceroy of India) not 
only accepted the patronship of the library but also became its proprictor no sooner than he became the ruler 
of India. His personal letter is worth reading: ‘Govt. House, 3 April. To the Curators of the Public Library/ 
Gentlemen, — | beg to thank you for your letter of the 31st ultimo. I willingly accept the proposal you have 
made to me to become the Patron of the Calcutta Public Library and I request that you will have the 
goodness to place my name on the list of Proprietors of that Institution. I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 
your most obedient servant — CANNING”. 


Lord Elgin (James Bruce, 8th Earl of Elgin and Kincardine) who succeeded Lord Canning in 1862, 
became a patron and proprietor of the Library on 25 March of that year. His Private Secretary wrote to the 
Curators on that day”: ‘I am desired to acknowledge your letter of the 21st inst. expressing the hope that the 
Governor-General would consent to become Patron and one of the Proprictors of the Calcutta Public 
Library. In reply I am to inform you that the Governor-General has great pleasure in accepting the duties 
which your proposals entail upon him and that His Excellency will ever watch with interest, the 
proceedings and progress ofan institution, tending to promote the advancement of learning and the general 
interests of cducation.’ 


The names of Lord Elgin who died of heart failure on 23 November, 1863 at Dharmsala and his 
successor, Lord Lawrence (John Laird Mair Lawrence, first Baron, Viceroy & Governor-Gencral, from 1] 
January 1864 to 12 January 1869) are not found as Patrons of the Library. Lord Mayo (Richard Southwell 
Bourke, Sixth Earl of Mayo, Viceroy and Governor-General from 11 January, 1869 to 8 February 1875) was 
‘graciously pleased to accept the office of Patron and allow his name to be inscribed on the roll of 
Proprictors’. He was assassinated at Port Blair and his successor Lord Northbrook (Thomas George Baring, 
First Earl of Northbrook, Viceroy and Governor-General, May 1872 to April 1876) was ‘pleased to accept 
the office of Patron ... and allow his name to be enrolled on the list of proprictors’. Lord Lytton (Edward 
Robert Bulwer, first Earl of Lytton, Viceroy & Governor-General, April 12, 1876 to 8 June 1880) and 
Marquis of Ripon (George Frederick Samuel Robinson, First Marquess of Ripon, Viceroy and Governor- 
General, 1880-84) were patrons and proprietors of the Library, but the name of Lord Dufferin (Frederick 
Temple Hamilton Temple, First Marquess of Dufferin & Ava, Viceroy & Governor-General, 1884-1888) is 
not found as a proprietor. Lord Lansdowne (Henry Charles Keith Petty-Fitzmaurice, Fifth Marquess of 
Lansdowne, Viceroy and Governor-General, 1888-94) was a Patron of the Library, but his name is not 
found on the rolls of proprietors. The last two Viceroys and Governor-Generals with whom we arc 
concerned, viz., Lords Elgin (Victor Alexander Bruce, Ninth Earl of Elgin and Kincardine. 27 January 1894 
to 1899) and Curzon (George Nathaniel, First Baron Curzon of Keddleston, from 6 January 1899 to April 
1904) werc patrons of the Library, but not its Proprietors. The accounts of the visits of the Viceroys and 
Governor-Generals of India to the Calcutta Public Library have not come down to us except that of Lord 


Curzon, who knew its value and priceless collection and promptly grabbed it to convert it into the Imperial 
Library. 


10 . os ° 
Lord Curzon” paid a visit to the Library one afternoon and ‘found the shelves in these rooms 
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(upstairs of the Metcalfe Hall), not I may say the present shelves, which are entirely new — filled with books, 
the majority of which had parted company with their bindings, while the room in which we are now met was 
occupied by a few readers of newspapers and light fiction, whose tenancy of the Library was freely disputed 
by the pigeons who were flying about the inside of the room, and evidently treated it as their permanent 
habitation’. After the conversion of the Calcutta Public Library into the Imperial Library with the addition 
of books from the Secretariat Library, what did it look like? Let Lord Curzon speak for himself: “Next let me 
say a few words as to the library in the form in which we have arranged it and the manner in which we hope 
that it will be used. 


‘The lower floor, which is rather dark and obscure, we have utilized exclusively for purposes of 
storage, and there will be kept" all the books not in ordinary use, with ample room for adding to their 
number for many years to come. The whole of this upper floor we have devoted to the current uses of the 
Library. We have a room for the Librarian, another for his staff and attendants, another for private students 
who want to study or to write by themselves, and finally we have the room in which we are assembled, 
which has been fitted up as the Reading Room of the Library. It has becn organised on the same lines as the 
Reading Room of the British Museum, in which I have spent not many happy days alone ,but many happy 
months of my life; that is to say all around the walls is arranged a good Library of Reference Books which 
visitors will be able to take down and study at their leisure, while an application to the attendants will 
procure them any other work in the Library that they may desire .The general idea of the whole Library is 
that it should contain all the Books that have been written about India in popular tongues, with such 
additions as are required to make it a good all-round library of standard works of reference. At this stage I 
want to make clear that it is not intended to be, and cannot from the nature of things be, a Lending Library or 
a Public Library in the sense that the London Library is the former, or the English Free Libraries the latter. In 
the first place, we have not resources or the space to convert it to such an object. Secondly, there are already 
other libraries in Calcutta in the clubs and elsewhere which largely satisfy those particular requirements. 
Thirdly, it is the experience of Lending Libraries in India that books are taken very little care of by the 
borrowers, that they suffer very much from the climatic conditions, and are frequently returned in the last 
stage of debility or decay; and, lastly the experience of all Free and Lending Libraries, which was entirely 
borne out by that of the former Public Library here is that 70 percent of the books that are taken out are 
fiction and fiction alone. Now it has never been my object to create a Library of fiction in Calcutta. Such a 
library tends to provide a desultory pastime rather than a serious incentive and helpmate, and admirable as 
are the merits and uses of fiction, I should not have thought myself justified in spending the money of 
Government on the maintenance ofan institution for the propagation of that form of literature exclusively 
or in the main. Our rules, which Mr. Risley has read out, do not prohibit the taking out of books. Apart from 
the right of the proprictors of the old Metcalfe Library, which have been safeguarded in the deed of Transfer, 
we have also provided for the borrowing of books under conditions to be laid down by the Council. But we 
regard the Library in the main as a place to which people will resort as they do to the British Museum in 
London, or the Bodleian in Oxford, to pursue their studies under agreeable conditions with every assistance 
that pleasant surroundings and a polite and competent staff can place at their disposal. 


“We have tried as far as possible to meet the convenience of the busy world of Calcutta. We realise 
that therefore there are many inhabitants of the city, both European and Indian, who will not be able to get 
here during the business hours of the day, and who may perhaps even not be able to get here during the 
working days of the week at all. For the convenience of these classes we have arranged that the Library shall 
be kept open every day up till 7 p.m. and have provided electric light accordingly, and that it shall also be 
opened on Sundays and other holidays from 2 to 5 p.m. I hope that these arrangements will prove suitable to 
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the public. If they are found to be inadequate in practice, we shall be ready to modify them, since the whole 
venture upon which we are embarking is somewhat in the nature of an experiment in Calcutta, and we must 


learn as we proceed. 


‘It only remains for me to commend this enterprise to the favourable attention of residents in and 
visitors to this place. To the former, I hope to have furnished a well equipped and comfortable resort to 
which they may tum for any information about India that is contained in printed books. The latter will, J 
hope, come to regard this Library as one of the most interesting and creditable institutions of our 
metropolis, while I further propose to show, for the edification of both classes, historical objects and 
documents in glass-cases in the entrance hall and galleries. For mysclf I may add that it will be a proud and 
happy reflection if] am able to say that I found Calcutta without a library worthy of the name and left it with 
a first class and well organized institution. (Applause). In the scurry of modern life people do not seem to 
find much time to read, and sometimes none at all to think. But in this peaceful retreat let me provide a spot 
where the student may explore the records of the past, where the business man or official may furnish up his 
knowledge of the present, and where the speculative intellect may perhaps divine the secrets of the future. 
Just as many a reader in the Bodleian Library at Oxford has, I am sure, blessed the name of Humphrey, Duke 
of Gloucestor, its original founder, and of Thomas Bodley, its restorer and second parent, so possibly some 
day will some future scholar, as his ‘magnum opus’ takes shape at these tables, rejoice that the opening 
years of the 20th Century attempted to do for literature and learning in the capital of India what the 19th 
Century had too long ignored’. 


The shares of Governors-General who were proprietors of the Calcutta Public Library and among 
whom we include Sir Charles Metcalfe, Lord Auckland, Lord Dalhousie and others, reverted to the Library 
on account of their departure form India or death. The patronage and proprietorship of the Calcutta Public 
Library by the rulers of India made it a library of enviable status. The proprictors were interested in the 
prosperity of the library and if patron-turned-proprietors were at the head of the institution, Calcutta Public 
Library could not have remained idle to claim an imperial status in those days. It was a Public Library in 
every sensc of the term and concept far ahead of its times. What the Imperial Library and National Library 
did for the public in the 20th century was done by the Calcutta Public Library for the people of India in the 
19th century without claiming government support. Apart from the Viceroys and Governors-Generals of 
India, the Lieutenant-Governors of Bengal, who stood next in precedence and rank, were active promoters 
of the interests of the Calcutta Public Library. 


Lieutenant-Governors of Bengal beginning from Sir John Peter Grant to Sir John Woodburn were 
proprietors of the Calcutta Public Library. Sir John Woodburn was one of the proprietors who were paid 
Rs 500 for their shares by the Government of India while acquiring the Calcutta Public Library for the 
public. Lieutenant-Governors Sirs John Peter Grant (1859-62), Cecil Beadon ( 1862-67), William Grey 
(1867-71), Richard Temple (1874-77), Ashley Eden (1877-82), Augustus Rivers Thompson (1882-87), 
Steuart Colvin Bayley (1887-90), Charles Elliot (1890-95), Alexander Mackenzie (1895-98) and John 
Woodbum (1898-1902) were proprietors and patrons of the Calcutta Public Library. Sir Frederick James 
Halliday was nota proprietor, but he was on the Committee of Selection of Books for anumber of years. The 
shares of Beadon and Grey reverted to the Library after their departure from India, Mackenzie had only a 
life-share. Deputy Governors of Bengal among whom we recall the names of Colonel William Morrison 


(October 15, 1838), Alexander Ross (October 20, 1837), and Major-General Sir J.H. Littler (March 12, 
1849) were proprietors of the Library. 
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Most of the Chief Justices and Puisne Judges of the Calcutta Supreme Court (1774-1862) and some 
of the Judges of the Calcutta High Court were proprictors of the Calcutta Public Library. Sir Edward Ryan 
(Chief Justice, Supreme Court, 1833-1843), and Sir John Peter Grant (Puisne Judge, Supreme Court, 
1833-48), were the chief promoters of the Calcutta Public Library and its proprictors since its inception. Sir 
Benjamin Heath Malkin (Puisne Judge of the Supreme Court, dicd in 1837), and Sir James Colville (Puisne 
Judge, 1848; Chief Justice, 1855-59), were also promoters of the Library. The names of Ramaprasad Roy, 
who was appointed as the first Indian Judge of the Calcutta High Court in 1862, but who could not take his 
seat and that of Sambhunath Pandit who was the first Indian to take his seat as a judge of the High Court and 
Sir Ramesh Mitter (Judge of the High Court, 1874-1890) as proprictors of the Library cannot be omitted 
here. Dr Danie! Wilson, Lord Bishop of Calcutta (1832-1858) was a proprictor of tt.c Library. Thus most of 
the prominent Judges of the Supreme Court/HighCourt and Ecclesiastical hierarchy were all proprictors of 
the Library. The proprictors of the library being men of the front rank of the society, they seldom sacrificed 
its good name and welfare. 


DEPOSITORY LIBRARY 


The Calcutta Public Library, established on 20 August 1835 and opened to the public on 21 March 
1836, under the patronage of the provisional Governor-General Sir Charles Metcalfe, was a library of 
reference first and a library of circulation by compulsion. The Governor-General transferred about 5000 
volumes from the Fort William College Library to the new institution in February 1836 to start with and 
1500 books were received as donations from the Library’s promoters and well-wishers. The Library, thus, 
was launched as a place of Reference, the Fort William College books being subject to no Iending. Gifts to 
the Library were mostly valuable works from the personal collections of the promoters, whereas purchases 
were, to a great extent, confined to current books and journals. 


As the Governors-General and Viccroys were, with one or two exceptions, patrons and proprietors 
of the Calcutta Public Library, the Court of Directors of the East India Company and the Governments of 
India, Bengal, Bombay, Madras, North-West Provinces (Agra) and Punjab presented their publications to 
the Library from time to time. The Court of Directors of the Company, as we have already scen, did not 
disturb the transfer of the Fort William College books to the new institution effected by Charles Metcalfe 
though he was reprimanted for the Liberation of the Press. Their first presentation to the Library in 1836 
was Johnson s Catalogue of Six Hundred Fixed Stars in the Southern Hemisphere". The Government of 
India in that year presented Sleeman’s Thuggee Papers’. The Government of India presented about 100 
books to the Library in 1850 in onc lot and thereafter all publications issued by its various Departments and 
scientific surveys were deposited in the new institution. The Lieutenent-Governors of Bengal were always 
patrons and proprictors of the Library and they saw to it that the publications issued by their governments 
were deposited in the Calcutta Public Library. The Director of Public Instruction of Bengal and his 
predecessors regularly transmitted their reports to the Library, besides books purchased by them for 
presentation. Geological, Metcorological and other Surveys of India, Forest School etc. of Govt. of India 
presented their memoirs, reports, journals etc. to the Library. The Residents of the Supreme Government at 
courts of Princely States like Hyderabad, Mysore, etc., also deposited their reports from time to time in the 
Calcutta Public Library. Thus the Viceroys and Governor Generals could get any book on the governments 
of any province from the Calcutta Public Library. The Government of India or for that matter any other 
provincial government had not set up their own libraries till 1900 and the Calcutta Public Library was the 
only place where one could get all kinds of books on India and reports from various Governments. The 
Calcutta, Government of India, Bombay and Madras Gazettes were regularly received in the Library. 
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The British Government, unlike the Government of the United States of America, seldom deposited 
their publications in the Calcutta Public Library. Various Departments of the United States like Patent 
Office, Coast Survey, etc. presented hundreds of their reports to the library. The State Department of 
Washington, Agricultural Department of Boston, ctc., also presented their publications to the Library. 
Bibliotheca Nazionale Society of Paris sent their Bulletins from 1892 onwards, if not earlier. The Italian 
Government started sending their publications to the Library from 1866 onwards. The Registrar-General of 
Queensland, Australia, sent his reports, blue books etc. from 1892 onwards. Sir Edward Ryan” (former 
Chief Justice of the Calcutta Supreme Court), who was Assistant Controller of Exchequer in 1852-1862, 
Civil Service Commissioner in 1865, and Herbert Maddock (M P for Rochester) promised to sec that the 
Calcutta Public Library gets the Parliamentary Publications. It is not certain whether they were successful 
in putting the name of the Calcutta Public Library on the list of recipients of the Parliamentary Papers. J. 
Fielden", Esq., M P sent his copies of Parliamentary Papers numbering 53 in 1853 and 21 in 1854 to the 
Calcutta Public Library. 


The Curators of the Calcutta Public Library (J.E.D. Bethune and W. Earle) sent an appeal on 8 
December 1848 to various learned bodies in Europe, soliciting their transactions as desired by Raja 
Suttuchurn Ghosal, Debendranath Tagore, Prosunno Coomar Tagore, Ramanath Tagore, Pertapchunder 
Singh, Ramgopal Ghose, Peary Chand Mittra and other leading natives who in their letter dated 17 October 
1848 had stated: ‘One of the great objects of the formation of this Institution (Calcutta Public Library) is the 
dissemination of European Literature and Science in this country... foster a taste for the elegant litcrature 
and sound knowledge of the West'””. This reccived a good response. The Cambridge Philosophical Society, 
Geological Society, Numismatic Society, Oriental Translation Fund, Royal Asiatic Socicty, Royal 
Astronomical Society and Royal Geographical Society put the name of the Calcutta Public Library on their 
free mailing lists for their publications in 1849. 


Most of the learned institutions in India including the Asiatic Society of Bengal, Mahabodhi Society 
and Photographic Society of Bengal regularly transmitted their publications to the Calcutta Public Library. 
The British Indian Association, Indian Association and other political bodies of Calcutta deposited their 

- publications in the Library. Religious, charitable and literary societies of Calcutta like the Family Literary 
Club, District Charitable Society, etc, deposited their reports in the Library. The Calcutta Municipal 
Corporation presented their reports from 1854 onwards, if not earlier. The Bengal and Bombay Chambers 
of Commerce regularly transmitted their reports to the Library. The Delhi Vernacular Translation Society 
and Madras Christian Vernacular Society also presented their pamphlets and books to the Library. Most of 
the newspapers published in India daily sent their papers to the Calcutta Public Library free of cost. 


Individuals” who presented books in bulk to the Calcutta Public Library included Europeans and 
natives, in most cases living and working in the metropolis. Dr William Adam, J. Agabeg (several almanacs, 
Bengal Hurkaru, Weekly Commercial Prize Current for 1843 and from 1848 to 1851 etc), J. Bell (own 
works), A.H. Blechynden (Morning Chronicle, Calcutta, 1786 to 1795), R. Blechynden, Crown Perfumery 
Company, Reverend C.H. Dall, E. D'Cruz, Mrs Deffell, Lady D'Oyly, Col. Dunlop, J. Fielden, M P, 
Colesworthy Grant (own works), W.P. Grant (several), J.P. Grant, J.H. Hodgson, Dr McCosh, Reverend 
James Long (about 100 books, pamphlets, Friend of India, 1841-42 and 1847)), J.L. Mackay, Major GT. 
Marshall (several), G Martin, Dr McClelland, John Murdock, J. Milne and others from Arrah (about 25 
books, mostly on Christianity), Dr Simon Nicholson (a set of Calcutta Journal and several files of Daily 
newspapers), H. Piddington, James Prinsep (Bengal Hurkaru, 13 volumes), C.W. Smyth (books on 
Medicine), J.H. Stocqueler (Journals edited by him, own works and the Englishman), Dr. F.P. Strong (27 
books, chiefly medical), Rev. W. Taylor, O. Temple, Dr. William Thacker (State Trials & Cobbett’s History 
of England—total 29 volumes), H. W. Townsend, Trail & Co. (Haklyut's Voyages, 5 volumes), C. E 
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Trevelyan, Dr. N. Wallich (Encyclopaedia Methodique, 24 volumes etc.), H. Walters and others 


Natives” of Calcutta were proud of their Public Library and presented books occasionally The 
names of Lalit Mohan Adhya, Maharajah of Burdwan, Mohindra Nauth Bysack (30 books), Rayendro Nath 
Chatterjee, Raya Radhakanta Deb (7 volumes of Sabdakalpadruma), Manmatha Nath Dutta, Soshee 
Chunder Dutt (all his works), Prince Gholam Mohammed (mostly books related to Hyder, Tipoo and 
Mysore), Jogendra Chandra Ghosh (17 books in 1872), Pratap Chandra Ghosha, Kissory Chand Mittra, 
Peary Chand Mittra (several books including his own works), Jadub Chunder Mookerjee, Joykissen 
Mooke1jee, Benud Behari Mullick (a number of books and an eight-day clock in 1880, possibly the one now 
mn the Reading Room of the National Library) Nundoo Lall Paul, Anandaram Dhekial Phookan (books on 
Assamese), Pandit Prannath Saraswati, Pratap Chandra Roy (Mahabharat), Ramaprasad Roy, Pt Iswar 
Chandra Vidyasagar (own works) and the Tagores Though Debendranath Tagore (Tattabodhim Pati ika), 
Gunendro Mohuan Tagore and Prosunno Coomar Tagore presented books to the Library, they have been 
surpassed by Sourindra Mohan Tagore (all h1s works on Music—18 in 1879 and 16 in 1882) 


PURCHASE POLICY 


The Calcutta Public Library purchased most of the books from the London market through Agents 
appointed there Local purchase was negligible No time was lost m acquiring important personal 
collections when such opportunities occurred Some select books from Sir Benjamin Heath Malkin's 
collection were purchased by the Library after his death in December 1837, as 1s evident from the report to 
the monthly meeting of proprietors and subscribers held on 6 January 1838 ‘After this the Curators 
reported that three hundred and forty six volumes were purchased during the last month, two hundred and 
seventy four volumes of which forming the selection made from the library of the late Sir B Malkin"”’ 


Dr William Thacker, who presented 29 volumes to the Library on 7 September 1835 before its doors 
were not yet opened to the public, was the proprictor of Wm Thacker & Co (London and Calcutta), 
foremost bookselicr in the metropolis, running his establishment under the name and style of St Andrew’s 
Library Thacker & Company were commusstoned to supply books to the Library in 1837 The Curators 
reported to the monthly mecting of the proprietors and subscribers on | July 1837, that in addition to the 
following books, penodicals, &c purchased during the last month, they have received advice that a 
collection of works amounting in price to £ 200 being the first of their commission from England through 
Messrs Thacker & Co are board the ship the Bengal, which 1s expected to arrive soon” From the accounts 
submitted to the same meeting by the Curators it1s noted “Cheques drawn for payment for June, wz Bulls 
in England for £ 200, to pay Thacker & Co in full, leaving a balance of about £ 20 in their hands in favour of 
the Library. Rs 1828-9-2’ The Library purchased books from the local suppliers as well, as we find Pittar 
Lattey & Co (‘Govt Place Library’), bemg paid Rs 235-11-3 in June 1837 for books Another local supplier 
of books to the library was Doyal Chund Dhur 


COMMITTEE OF SELECTION 


A Committee of Selection of Books with Curators as ex officio, was appointed in 1849 to: (1) revise 
the instructions for the supply of books and periodicals from the London market and (2) make arrangements 
for getting books on more advantageous terms J.E.D. Bethune, who was at the helm of affairs, secured the 
gratuitous services of Professor H. Malden of the University College of London for assisting the supplicrs 
Thacker & Co. were replaced by Longman & Co. in 1847 or earlier. Messrs. Taylor, Walton & Maberly of 
London who agreed to supply books to the Library at the actual cost price, charging a commission of 10%, 
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. were appointed Agents for supply of books to the Library in | 849. The standing orders issued to the London 
Agents for supply of books to the Library contained these details”: 


1".- Novels by Sir Bulwer Lytton, Dickens & Thackeray - 6 copies. 
Novels by James Trollope, Lever, Cooper, Chamier, Jerold, Albert Smith, Mrs. Hall & such 
other authors as may be favourably reviewed or spoken of , 2 copies. 
English translation of the works of Eugene Suc, Alexander Dumas and other distinguished 
French novelists, | copy cach. 

2™. All interesting historical works, especially, translation of the works of eminent French or 

German writers. 

3"- Interesting biographical works. 

4”- — Allinteresting voyages and travels — original and translations. 

5". Allinteresting popular scientific works. 

6" - Parliamentary publications relating to India. 

7" - All works and pamphlets on India. 

8 


wh 
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Works of Imagination by good authors such as Hugh Hunt, Mrs. Jameson & others. 


Edinburgh Review = - — Ocopics. Monthlies - Blackwood's Magazine -  6copics 
Quarterly Review - 6copics. Punch - 4copics. 
Westminster Review - — 3copics. Illustrated (London) News -3 copics. 


In 1850 the Committee of Selection consisted of J.R. Colvin, F.J. Halliday (both to become 
Governors) and P. Stewart (Telegraph Engincer), besides the Curators (Bethunc, Marshall & Earle). 
Halliday was elected in the vacancy caused by the resignation of Sir James Colville on 4" March 1850. 


The Committee of Sclection always consulted the recommendations of members recorded in the 
Proposal Book. The Sclection Committee confessed that ‘these numerous suggestions have enabled the 
Committee to judge of the imperfections of the Library and to provide accordingly for the varicd taste of the 
reading community’. The Proposal Book was not disregarded by the Curators though their policy was not 
to order books of too specialised a nature meant only for professionals. It may not be out of place here to 
mention that Major (then Captain) Marshall recommended purchase o! \dclung's Historical Sketch of 
Sanskrit Literature, Vans Kennedy's Origin and Affinity of Languages and ‘all good treatises on the Sanskrit 
language of public business, which will make the acquirement of Sanskrit popular’. The Curators on 13 
July 1839 resolved that “the books recommended by Captain Marshall be procured from England, in case 
they cannot be obtained here”’. On 22 July 1839 C.B. Trevor, Esq. recommended the purchase of 
Frederick Schlegel's works and Augustus Schiegel's Lectures on dramatic literature, together with such of 
his writings as have been translated into the English language. The Curators at their meeting of 3 August 
1839 resolved, ‘that the above books be purchased”. Sir Edward Ryan was requested to get copies of the 
Vedas and Ramayana” published by the Russian and Tuscan Governments respectively in 1850. These 
instances are mentioned to drive home the fact that the Curators of the Public Library from the very 
beginning of its inception in Calcutta seldom ignored recommendations of readers. 


The increasing demand for the latest novels urged the Curators in 1850 to revise their purchase 
policy and order more of these from London. The revised instructions of the Librarian dated 30 May 1850 to 
Messrs. Taylor, Walton and Maberly raised the number of copies of novels by Lytton, Dickens and 
Thackeray from 6 to 10; and those by James Trollope, Lever, Cooper, Jerold, Albert Smith, Mrs Hal! and 
others to 4 copies each. ‘You will have the goodness to see that they are sent immediately, after publication, 
as the members of this Institution naturally complain when the booksellers here possess a work which is not 
in the Library. The Committee trust you will kindly continue to keep an eye on historical and biographical 
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works, as well as other publications of special interest, with the view of sending as early as possible two or 
three copies of such books, in consultation with Professor Malden” ’, wrote the Librarian. 


The periodicals purchased from London in 1850 included the American Journal of Science, 
Banker's Magazine, Blackwood (6 copies), Chess Player's Chronicle (2 copies), Civil Engineer & 
Architect's Journal, Economist, Gentleman's Magazine, Journal of Design, Mechanics' Magazine, Punch 
(4 copies), etc. The Indian periodicals purchased locally included the Benares Magazine (1 copy), Calcutta 
Review (2 copies) and Indian Sporting Review (1 copy). 


The Committee of Selection did not, at the same time, neglect ‘formation of a more complete 
collection of standard works in the different departments of literature and science’. Messrs. Taylor, Walton 
and Maberly furnished a list of such books and the Curators ordered ‘such of them as are not in the Library’. 
Professor Malden's help in this respect was acknowledged. 


The steamer companies transmitted, free of freight, the consignments of books to the Calcutta 
Public Library from 1850 onwards. On 1 August 1850 the Peninsular & Oriental Steam Navigation 
company” offered to transmit books from London to Calcutta Public Library in their monthly steamers 
consignments not exceeding 7 cubic feet free of freight. The Directors of the General Screw Steam 
Navigation Company” very liberally conceded to the Calcutta Public Library the same privileges as that 
herctofore granted by the P & O S N Company. Most of the books purchased from London, thus, reached 
Calcutta without any additional expenditure to the library. Insurance was not effected at any time. 


The Committee of Selection in 1852 consisted of J.R. Colvin, Dr A.C. Macrae and C.B. Trevor 
(Trevor was nominated to the committee in the vacancy caused by the resignation of F.J. Halliday on 5 May 
1852) together with, of course, the Curators (Lt.- Colonel G.T. Marshall, W. Earle and J.W. Dalrymple who 
was inducted in the vacancy caused by the death of Bethune on 12 August 1851). Messrs. Taylor, Walton 
and Maberly were informed 1n 1852 of the generous offer of the Steamer Company whose ships left 
Southampton on the 3" and 20" of every month direct to Calcutta for transmission of the latest novels, 
periodicals and the books that hit the London markets. The prose works of imagination, periodicals and 
such hottest craze were to be sent by the 3" of every month and others by the 20” only. A notice was put up by 
the Librarian of the Calcutta Public Library early in 1853, which read: ‘At the expiration of three days after 
the arrival of the second steamer from England, lists of all books received during the month will be available 
to all members on application, and their distribution at the residence of members will in future be 
discontinued”. 


The Curators of the Calcutta Public Library took care of the morals of the people of Calcutta and 
seldom allowed obscene literature to be circulated. The Curators were empowered by the constitution of the 
Library to withdraw from circulation, and also to prohibit, without special leave obtained from them, the 
circulation of any book, at their discretion. The Committee of Selection in 1854 was headed by Hon'ble Sir 
Lawrence Peel, Puisne Judge of the Supreme Court of Calcutta, with C. B. Trevor and Major Arthur Broom. 
Dr A. C. Macrae, Hodgson Pratt and Reverend T. Smith, Curators, were ex-officio Members of the 
Selection Committee. This Selection Committee “thought necessary to destroy the copies of the Mysteries 
of London, which the Library possessed, in consequence of the very objectionable nature of its contents” Es 
The Curators withdrew from circulation in 1864 certain publications” in consequence of their immoral 
tendency and continued to exercisc their best discretion in the selection of books added to the Library. 
Messrs. Thacker, Spink & Company (formerly Wm. Thacker & Co.), the famous booksellers of Calcutta, 
were appointed book-agents to the Library in 1855 as they offered very attractive terms to the Selection 
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Committee headed by Sir Lawrence Peel, Major Arthur Broom, E. Devalbezen and W. G. Young. ‘The 
terms on which M/s Thacker, Spink & Co. have undertaken the agency of the Library, amount to five per 
cent in advance on what Messrs. Walton and Maberly used to supply books. But this trifling loss is fully 
compensated by the advantages of the new arrangement. The committee have now the option of returning 
any books received from London which may not be of sufficient interest and selecting from among Thacker 
Spink & Co.'s own importations of that or any other month other publications of the same value. Lists of 
new publications received by Thacker, Spink & Co. by every steamer are furnished to the Committee and 
the purchases of such books, as well as any others, old or new, which may be determined upon, are to be 
made on the same terms, viz. English retail price, less 10 percent discount’, the Committee noted”. The 
general instructions as to the descriptions of books required by the Library given to Thacker, Spink & Co. 
are as follows: 


1. Novels by Lytton and Dickens, 4 copies, and such other authors as may be favourably reviewed 


or spoken of, two copies each. 
The English translations of the works of Eugene Sue, Alexander Dumas and other 


distinguished foreign novelists, one copy each. 


2. Interesting historical works, including translations of the works of eminent French, German 
and Italian writers. 


3. Interesting biographies of distinguished political and scientific characters. 
4. Interesting Voyages and Travels, originals and translations. 
5. Interesting popular scientific works. 


6. Works, pamphlets and Parliamentary publications relating to India, or bearing upon any great 
question of the day (such as the present war). 


7. Works of imagination and Poetry and Drama by distinguished authors. 
8. Miscellaneous literature by well known authors. 
9. Metaphysical, psychological and Logical works by authors of repute. 


Last, ‘the long experience of Messrs. Thacker, Spink & Co. in business here, and their considerable 
knowledge of the taste of the reading public of Calcutta, will, it is to be hoped, enable them to supply any 
omissions in these instructions which may occur to them’. 


The Committee of Selection consisted of J. Graham, F J. Cockburn and W. E. Jenkins together with 


the Curators (Dr A. C. Macrae, C. B. Trevor and Major Broome) in 1856. Jenkins succeeded by J. Scott in 
1857. 


The Selection Committee prepared, in 1857, a list of books on Oriental History, Biography, 
Voyages, Military History, Literature &c. and forwarded to England with instructions to supply books out 
of each list to the extent of £ 20 annually. Lists of books on Jurisprudence and History in which the Library 
was deficient were under preparation in 1857. The Library received from W. Thacker & Co. , London, 


direct supply of a considerable number of Periodicals, serials and special works by the first available 
steamers. 
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There was a slight change in the Committee of Selection in 1858 (J. Graham, F. J. Cockburn & J. 
Scott together with Curators Macrae, Trevor and Col. Broome). In 1859, J. Scott resigned and W. E. Jenkins 
was appointed to succeed. The Committee noted that ‘complaints arise in a great measure from the 
exclusion of works treating of specialities, or not being of sufficient general interest to warrant their 
addition to the Library”’. We should bear in mind that prose works of imagination formed 28% of the 
circulation ‘which the Curators would gladly see lessened, but the demands of the subscribers necessitate a 
large supply of this class of work’. 


There was not any material change in the purchase policy of the Library in 1865 except that the 
number of copies of novels ordered was reduced. The following are the reproduced instructions” to the 
Library's London Agents (Wm. Thacker & Co.; Calcutta: Thacker, Spink & Co.). 


1. Novels by Lytton and Dickens 4 copies, and such other authors as may be favorably 
reviewed or spoken of, two copies each. The English translations of the works of Eugene 
Sue, Alexander Dumas and other distinguished foreign novelists, one copyeach. 


2. Interesting historical works, including translations of the works of eminent French, 
German, or Italian writers. 


3. Interesting biographies of distinguished political and scientific characters. 
4. Interesting Voyages and Travels, original and translations. 
5. Interesting popular scientific works. 


6. Works, pamphlets and parliamentary publications, relating to India or bearing upon any 
great question of the day. 


7. Works of Imagination and Poetry and Drama by distinguished authors. 
8. Miscellaneous literature by well-known authors 
9. Metaphysical, Psychological and Logical works by authors of repute. 


As a general rule, only works of general interest were purchased for the Library, but if there 
appeared a demand on the part of any subscribers for any work of special character, its addition to the 
Library was sanctioned. 


The Proposal Book was always on the table and any person whether a subscriber or not was at 
liberty to recommend the purchase of books which he was of opinion should be added tothe Library, and 
the Committee of Selection were always disposed to allow a favourable consideration to such 
recommendations. The number of recommendations made during the year 1864 was 55, of which 19 were 
not complied with”. 


From the statistics of the descriptions of books purchased contained in the Library's annual reports, 
it was perceived that although Prose Works of Imagination formed a large proportion, other departments 
were not neglected, the great object being this Library the depository of useful standard works. 


“As complaints are sometimes made for the delay in getting new publications, it would be well to 
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mention that they are received by every direct steamer belonging to the P.O.S.N. Company and as soon as 
the invoice comes to hand it is laid on the table and a copy of it forwarded to the Englishman where it 
appears next day. Those who register their applications are supplied with books in accordance with the 
existing rules— by priority of application”, noted the Annual Report” of the Library for 1865. 


The list of additions (presentations and purchases) to the Calcutta Public Library from time to time 
was inserted in the Englishman and Friend of India free of charge from 1865 onwards. 


W. Newman & Company (established about 1862) were appointed book-agents of the Library in 
1866, in the hope ‘that the library will now be supplied with a more varied and fuller collection of books by 
each mail’. The appointment of Newman & Co. was the result of the report of the Sub-Committee (Col. 
Arthur Broome, George Smith, Ramanath Tagore, R. Henderson & Archibald Rogers— on 26-1 -1866). 
The Committec suggested on 31 December 1866: (1) a slight modification of the general instructions for the 
supply of books, (2) revision of the supply of periodicals involving certain additions and reductions based 
chiefly on the actual demand, (3) supply of larger number of weekly serials by Book-Post via Bombay, and 
(4) application of a portion of the fixed assets of the Library to the purchase of standard works, sum 
expended to be limited to Rs 5000 during the years 1867 and 1868. 


The Committee, after taking note of the great demand for the current and light literature of the day, 
espccially for works of fiction and popular periodicals, reported : 


‘The Library has for some years past been supplied by one of the local firms under general directions 
as to the nature of the works to be sent out from England. The Committee of Selection have the option of 
returning to the firm here any works not approved and under existing arrangements have also the privilege 
of selecting from the periodical supplies recci\ ed by the firm in question, any works not included in those 
dispatched from Home at the same rates as if supplied direct. Some difficulty has however been 
experienced in carrying out this arrangement, and practically this important privilege has been, to a great 
extent, a dead letter (since this was written a similar arrangement has been made with another firm, the right 
of selection being made an essential point)’. 


Recommendations of the readers were accepted unless ‘such works be of objectionable character, or 
of too special or exclusively professional a nature, or too costly’. 


The Committee recommended purchase of (1) Novels, poetical and dramatic works by such authors 
as may be favorably reviewed or spoken of: of novels by the most popular authors, 2 copies should be sent. 
In the supply of the works of fiction, care should be taken in excluding works of demoralising tendency, (2). 
Interesting historical works, biographies, voyages and travels, popular scientific works and miscellaneous 
works of interest whether by original English authors or translations from other languages into English, (3) 
Parliamentary papers and pamphlets relating to India and the East, and (4) Metaphysical, psychological and 
Logical works by authors of repute. Dicontinuance of journals with limited demand (like Army and Navy 
Gazette) and addition of Illustrated London News, Saturday Review, etc. 


‘The Sub-Committee are of opinion that a considerable supply of standard works is much required to 
fill up conspicuous blanks in the present collections, and to place the Library on a more suitable footing’. 


‘But with the excessively large demand for works of fiction and light literature, and bearing in mind 
the fact that the Library is a circulating one, the Sub-Committee in justice to the majority of the subscribers, 
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cannot recommend that the annual subscription should be employed for the above-mentioned object’. But 
the Sub-committee considered ‘that it would be a more equitable arrangement, and more to the interests of 
the Library to expend a limited portion of the existing capital in the purchase of standard works of interest 
and acknowledged repute. It is therefore suggested that the Curators, in consultation with the Committee of 
Selection, be authorized to expend during the years 1867 and 1868, a sum not exceeding 5000 Rs. for this 
purpose. The annual funds would thus be available for the purchase of works most in demand, the interests 
of different classes of readers would be met, and the Library being rendered more popular, it may be 
inferred that the subscriptions would increase in full proportion to the annual loss of interest on the sum 
expended. There is another source from which the Sub-Committee consider that funds might also be made 
available for the purchase of standard works”. 


Proprietary shares under certain circumstances reverted to the Library. The Sub-Committee 
ascertained that the number of such lapses from 1847 to 1865 was 36, on an average of two per annum. 
Under existing circumstances the retention of such shares was of little value to the Library. Although there 
was no rule rendering it necessary that such should be the case. The Sub-Committee, therefore, proposed, 
‘within given limits such lapsed shares should be sold for the benefit of the Library, the amount realized 
being specially employed in the purchase of standard works of general interest’. 


The books supplied by Newman & Co. in 1867 were of a more varied nature and appeared 
satisfactory to the members generally”. Mr (later Sir) Ashley Eden (Secretary to Govt. of Bengal from 
1862-71) joined the Committee of Selection in 1869. ‘With the view to ensure, as early as possible, a large 
supply of the works of Imagination”, the Committee of Selection, ordered two copies of the novels of the 
following authors being regularly supplied : A. Trollope, Lytton, Mrs Braddon, Ainsworth, Reade, Mrs 
Wood, George Elliot, Becher Stowe, C. Dickens, Wilkie Collins, Mrs Oliphant Melville, Kingsley. Edmond 
Yates and Laurence. Prose works of imagination added in 1869 stood at 109 sets (224 volumes) as against 
71 sets (80 volumes) on the East Indies and 35 sets (46 volumes) of Voyages and Travels. 


W. Newman & Co. intimated their intention to discontinue the agency in 1870 and arrangements on 
more favourable terms were made with Messrs. Thacker, Spink & Co. As regards the supply of particular 
descriptions of works, likely to prove interesting, and the novels, the standing instructions remained intact. 


Colonel A. S. Allan was elected a member of the Committee of Selection in 1871 in the room of Sir 
Ashley Eden appointed Chief Commissioner of Burma. T. D. Ingram and A. Money were the other 
members of the Selection Committee in that year. Selection of books in 1871 was made ‘after an attentive 
inspection of every work and duc consideration as to its proving useful to the Library as a work of reading or 
reference’. 


The Committee of Selection in 1871 suggested that it was desirable to increase the numerical 
strength of the body from three to six, besides the Curators, ‘as the committee should have the benefit of the 
suggestions of the different classes of readers’. Another ground for this recommendation was that, with a 
larger committee the preparation of lists of old and standard works would be sooner done. “ 


The Committee of Selection made it clear that they were always happy to attend to the suggestions 
and recommendations of everyone, whether he were a member or not, ‘but to avoid the risk of ordering 
expensive works, and more especially, to regulate all purchases according to the state of the finances of the 
Library’, they passed the following resolution: 
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‘That no recommendation of books 1s 1n future to be attended to, unless their price, place, and date of 
publication, and the name of the Publishers are stated’ The Committee of Selection expressed the hope that 
gentlemen wishing to supply deficiencies in the different departments would give the committee the benefit 
of the above information 


Prose works of imagination (91 sets—191 volumes) topped the list of purchases in 1872 followed by 
works on the East Indies (69 sets—77 volumes) and Voyages & Travels (27 sets—29 volumes) A list of 
some important works, bearing on the early history of India, was prepared by the Honorary Secretary (Peary 
Chand Mittra) and it was approved by the Committee of Selection for purchase DrA C Macrae prepared a 
list of books on Philosophy, Law and Poetry for purchase 


Arrangements with Thacker, Spink & Co were continued in 1873 on account of ‘ the advantage of 
being able to select the books required and to control in the way also the expenditure on that account 
(which) more than counterbalances the small extra percentage paid to that firm’, noted the Curators in 
their annual report for 1873 Prose works of Imagination topped the list of purchases in 1873 with 75 sets, 
followed by Voyages and Travels (37 sets) and works on East Indies (23 sets) 


CRITICISM OF THE PURCHASE POLICY 


A Sub-Committee (A Rogers, Joygopal Sen, Colly Prosunno Dutt & R H Hollingbery —hereafter 
called the ‘Rogers Committee’) appointed on 10 February 1873 to enquire into the finances of the Library, 
in its report dated 6 May 1873, made certain remarks on the purchase policy of the institution which are 
reproduced here The Sub-Committee (Col Arthur Broome, George Smith, Ramanath Tagore, R 
Henderson and Archibald Rogers) in their report dated 31 December 1866 had recommended that the 
Curators 1n consultation with the Committee of Selection should expend during the years 1867 and 1868 a 
sum not exceeding Rs 5000 of the then existing capital, besides sale proceeds of lapsed proprietary shares in 
the purchase of standard works of general interest of which the Library was deficient The Curators had 
shown an amount of Rs 1,885-10-0 for purchase of standard works from January 1867 to December 1871 in 
the balance shect of 1872 The Rogers Committee in their report stated” 


(Para 12) ‘Asa matter of fact, the entire expenditure for so-called standard works, since the passing 
of the report for 1866, has been Rs 2409-11-10, which 1s made up of Rs 606-1-10 for the period from 1868 to 
1871, debited in Appendix E to the 1871 Report, and of Rs 1885-10-0 from the period for 1867 to 1872, 
debited in Appendix E to the report for 1872 A large proportion, however, of the books making up these two 
items consists of works originally bought, and paid for, out of the ordinary income of the Library, and 
afterwards transferred by the Curators to the standard works account In making this transfer, the Curators 
did not refer to the Committee of Selection for their opinion, whether the books selected for the transfer 
came within the category of such standard works as were contemplated in the recommendations of the Sub- 
Committee of 1866 And, in the opinion of the present Committee, many of the books thus transferred were 
already not standard works in the sense of that recommendation It would not however serve any useful 
purpose to sift the list of alleged purchase of standard works costing Rs 2,410, with the view of cutting down 
that amount to any smaller figure, as no part of it 1s recoverable’ 


The Rogers Committee found that the annual subscriptions for European and Indian reviews, 
magazines, and newspapers amounted, in round numbers, to Rs 1,460 in 1873. They recommended 
reduction in the number of some and discontinuance of others to save about Rs 240 per annum 
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The criticism of the Rogers Committee about the purchase policy of the Library is worth reading: 


“(23). The possibility of getting books from England at less than the publishing price has been 
considered more than once, and been as often discountenanced by former Curators. It is well, however, to 
note the following facts. From an early period after the formation of the Library, books were bought in 
England from Messrs. Longman & Co. In 1849 more advantageous arrangements were made with Messrs. 
Taylor, Walton and Maberly, who undertook (we quote from the 1855 report) 'to supply books at the actual 
cost price, charging a commission of ten per cent’. In May 1855, the agency was transferred to Messrs. 
Thacker, Spink & Co., at 5 per cent in advance on what Messrs. Walton and Maberly used to supply books 
for. But this trifling 'loss' (the report of 1855 continues) 'was compensated by the advantage of the new 
arrangement. The Committee has now the option of returning any book received from London which may 
not be of sufficient interest, and of selecting from among Messrs. Thacker, Spink & Co.'s own importations 
of that or any other publications of the same value. Lists of new publications received from M/s Thacker, 
Spink & Co. by every steamer are furnished to the Committee, and the purchase of such books, as well as 
any others, old or new, which may be determined upon, are to be made on the same terms, viz. English retail 
price, less 10 per cent discount’. Two ycars later the rate was less favourable, the Report for'1857 stating that 
‘all at the London publishing prices’. Since 1857 the agency has changed hands once, but it is again with 
Messrs. Thacker, Spink & Co., who charge the London publishing price at an exchange of 2 shillings per 
rupee”. 


“(24) These terms, it will be observed, are those on which any private individual can get even one 
volume from England, through a Calcutta bookseller, by simply paying the price in advance. In fact, the 
terms obtained by the Library seem less favorable than those allowed to private constituents; — for Calcutta 
book-sellers, when procuring books for the latter, themselves defray the charges for freight and insurance 
out of the trade discount they get in England, whereas, through the liberality of the Peninsular and Oriental 
Steam Navigation Company, the Public Library receives, freight free, by the steamers of that Company, 
packages of books not exceeding in the aggregate seven cubic fect per mensem, and the Library takes the 
risk of transit and does not insure the packages. The Library is also in a position to pay in advance for its 
supplies from England. Under these circumstances it appears that the Library should obtain the advantage 
ofa large portion of the trade discount, which ranges at about 25 per cent”. 


(25). The past changes in the agency for getting books from England were sometimes dictated by a 
desire to get better terms, and in other cases were necessitated by bad selection of books by the London 
agents. But it may be noted that, by the present arrangement, the Library is shut out from the frequent 
opportunities which occur in England of buying clean copies of certain classes of books, at greatly reduced 
prices, a short time after their publication”. 


(26) The foregoing remarks apply to the present arrangements for the ordinary monthly supplies of 
books. But apart from these supplies, the Library will, it is hoped, be in a position gradually to make special 
purchases for completing deficiencies in its stock of books of reference, standard works of general interest, 
and useful Anglo-Indian publications. Some of these are procurable in England at much less than the 
published prices, and orders for them might be sent direct to English booksellers without the intervention of 
Messrs. Thacker, Spink & Co.; others can be obtained at similar reduced prices from the stock of the local 
book-sellers, or at occasional sales of private libraries. The opportunities for these cheap purchases should 
be watched by the Curators”. 


The Rogers Committee made it clear that ‘a mere increase of funds for buying books will, however, 


83 


ORIGIN OF THE NATIONAL LIBRARY OF INDIA 


be of little avail in making the library popular, unless the tastes of the subscribers who, in fact, support the 
Library, are consulted by allowing the subscribers to be fully represented in the governing body, as regards 
the selection and purchase of books’. This will be evident from Table 2 and 3 compiled from the various 
annual reports of the number of sets of books purchased in each year from 1858: 


TABLE 2 
CATEGORIES OF BOOKS PURCHASED BY THE CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY”, 1858-1872 
> 8 
ag £3 

5 : 2s g 

« om Oe? [o) fo) 

BUSeys 2 8 2 4 

BeH@sg @ & 8 s 

SZebey Fe ee 682 3 3 

eS Baad 23 3 3 gs 7 2 ‘3 
Year BROCK S Te ri a Z xs o = 4 

1858 73 175 248 130 12 23 413 
1859 221 217 438 228 14 22 44 724 
1860 113 155 268 207 16 7 19 510 
1861 109 145 254 117 14 9 17 411 
1862 68 124 192 80 3 2 20 295 
1863 102 133 235 126 15 53 22 398 
1864 139 60 199 120 9 55 30 358 
1865 75 108 183 114 18 57 34 349 
1866 109 175 284 113 29 52 20-446 
1867 108 18] 289 123 9 46 31 452 
1868 107 266 373 154 3 40 22 542 
1869 | 167 238 117 il 64 20 386 
1870 120 124 244 120 9 50 12 385 
1871 79 138 217 123 13 74 31 384 
1872 90 151 241 101 14 98 22 378 


Source: Annual reports of the Library, 
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TABLE 3 


CATEGORIES OF BOOKS PURCHASED BY THE CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY,” 1874-1893 


Year East Voyages Poetry & Prose worksof Total Annual Expenditure on 
Indics Travels Drama Imagination Expenditure Book binding. 
1874 59 15 7 62 352 1788-5-0 153-6-0 
1875 1 61 5 60 309 2028-0-0 516-1-3 
1876 19 13 7 7] 227 2716-3-11 304-13-3 
1877 76 23 6 107 420 2992-13-10 368-2-6 
1878 73 30 16 152 481 2998-15-10 _ 369-9-0 
1879 59 28 20 131 550 2774-15-5 391-8-3 
1880 140 28 7 161] $72 3311-3-11 220-8-6 
1881 84 29 8 128 $33 293 1-2-2 273-5-3 
1882 79 17 4 90 452 3133-14-2 
1883 81 13 1 101 382 2531-10-4 247-3-9 
1 884 86 50 3 133 454 2595-5-4 187-0-6 
1885 15 43 3 145 206 2349-1-6 85-10-0 
1886 4) 16 x 91 333 4385-0-8 218-4-6 
1887 50 14 2 74 299 1891-6-0 220-2-0 
1888 es 1] 7 75 262 1746-2-5 332-8-3 
1889 V7 4 Z 24 187 1792-1-9 145-6-9 
1890 é - 2 x ” 4123-11-1 648-15-9 
1891 343 . ef 118 864 5456-0-0 643-0-0 
1892 101 y - 55 452 


Note:- Blanks (..) indicate non-availability of break-up. 
. 189] relates to 1891-92 financial year, 
1892 relates to 1892-93 financial year. 
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The tables for 1858-1872 and 1874-1893 clearly show that nearly two-thirds of the purchases 
consist of books of Prose works of Imagination. The Rogers Committee in their report stressed the need for 
stock-taking every now and then: ‘(50) But even judicious purchases will be of little avail ifa strict account 
be not kept of the books bought. Stock has never been taken in the Library, and there is no existing stock 
account with which any actual stock taking hereafter to be undertaken could be compared, the account 
which is kept of the circulation of each book being unsuited to the purpose. Consequently, whether the 
Library should now possess 15,000 or 25,000 volumes is purely a matter of conjecture to any one who 
cannot be at the trouble of counting the volumes entered in the catalogues. Even the last mentioned mode of 
reckoning would be incorrect and inconclusive, from the fact of the most recent of the catalogues extending 
no later than the year 1866 or 1867, and for other reasons. On 1" February 1873, 903 sets of books, supposed 
to be irrecoverable, were outstanding with proprietors and subscribers who have quitted Calcutta. How 
many more have been stolen, the Librarian must shudder to think’. 


‘(56) The Committee of Selection ought not to act on any proposal for purchase entered in the 
suggestion book which has not the support of atleast three-fourths of its entire number, and, in or before 
October in each year, it should consult a meeting of subscribers to periodicals, respecting the periodicals to 
be ordered for the ensuing year. They should also see that purchases of the three classes of books, viz., 
general literature, novels, and periodicals, bear a due proportion to the respective demands under these 
heads’. 


‘Those books and volumes which are now out of print’, the Rogers Committce recommended, 
‘should be kept under lock and key, and not allowed to circulate on any account. They should also be classed 
in the catalogue under this distinctive head, in addition to the entry of them in italics, in their place in the 
ordinary arrangement of the catalogue’. 


‘Valuable illustrated works’, the Committee added ‘should be similarly secured in a room in which 
they can be freely inspected by subscribers and visitors, and should be withheld from circulation, except 
under an express sanction from the Council in each case; the return of the works within the prescribed time, 
and in the condition in which they were taken out, being also reported to the sanctioning officers’. 


The total number of books purchased from 1858-1872 and from 1874 to 1892-93 is given in Tables 2 
and 3. The total is made up of not only of works on East Indies, Voyages & Travels, Poetry and Drama and 
Novels, but also of other categories. There is no decrease in the acquisition of Prose works of Imagination 
from 1874 to 1892-93 as they are the craze of the subscribers. 


The arrangement with Messrs. Thacker, Spink & Co. as the book-agents of the Library, having 
proved unsatisfactory, Mr. C. E. Mudie, of Mudie's Library, London, was engaged on 11 July 1876, to 
supply books and periodicals to the institution directly on more favourable terms, and the ‘change has 
hitherto worked beneficially both as regards the cost and the varied character of the works supplied’, noted 
the Council in 1876. Selection of books was made without neglecting the interests of the Library, ‘regard 

’ being had to the large demand for novels and periodicals’, noted the Report for 1880. 


‘The Library contains upwards of 40,000 volumes’, wrote Maharajah Narendra Krishna, President 
of the Calcutta Public Library, in his letter to Colonel H. H. Stansfield, Private Secretary to His Honour the 
Lieutenant-Goveror of Bengal, on 9 March 1880, ‘and amongst them the principal Standard Works in the 
English language in every department of literature and science, besides a large collection of ancient 
European and Oriental classics. In selecting new books for the Library it has invariably been the practice of 
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the Council for the time being to purchase standard works and books of reference as well as those works ofa 
lighter kind ordinarily to be found in circulating Libraries. The principal English and Indian magazines and 
newspapers are also taken and filed’. In his reply to the letter addressed to Col. Stansfield, Alexander 
Mackenzie, Secretary to the Government of Bengal, General and Revenue Department, dated 15 October of 
the same year, he wrote: ‘It further appears fron) the Catalogue of books purchased in recent years, and from 
other information, that such new books as are purchased are badly chosen, the great majority being Novels, 
and no attempt is made to keep the Library properly supplied with the latest works in any branch of solid 
literature. Thus in 1877, out of 420 sets of new books added to the Library, setting aside 70 Indian reports of 
various kinds, 107 sets, or nearly one third, were novels, and 70 other periodicals, while only 6 are entered 
under the head of (practical) Science. In 1878 of 481 additions to the Library, 7 being Indiar. reports, 152 
were novels, and 64 periodicals, while (practical) Science is credited with 7. In 1879 of 550 new additions, 
59 being Indian reports of kinds, 131 were novels and periodicals, (practical) Science being credited with 5. 
It would seem that it is only as a Circulating Library of light literature that the Institution is at present carried 


’ 


on. 


The criterion for selecting books by the Book Committee was altered in 1884 and C. E. Mudie was 
asked to supply the newest publications to the Library. The remittance of £ 15 was apportioned as follows: 
“For the newest publications £ 6-6-0; newest novels, 4-15-0; novels recently published, 2-0-0, and works 
on subjects of general and popular interest, 2-5-0=£ 15-0-0”. 


Books purchased by the Calcutta Public Library were chiefly from the London market through 
agents. Opportunities for acquisition of private collections were not lost as has been seen in the case of Sir 
Benjamin Heath Malkin. Local purchase of new books figured seldom in the list of additions. Books were 
purchased from America once ina while only. ‘A collection of books arrived in the Coquimbo in November 
last’ from America, selected by Dr C. Huffnagle and Mr C. H. Bailey, according to the Report on the 
Calcutta Public Library for 1849. Messrs. Smith Huffnagle & Co. executed this order. 


The purchase policy of the Library during the joint management of the Calcutta Municipal 
Corporation and the Proprietors from 20 April 1890 to 1902 was directed to the acquisition of reference 
works rather than latest prose works of imagination. A valuable collection of scientific and standard works 
was added to the Library during 1892-93. Periodicals of passing interest were discontinued and those of 
better standard were purchased as is evident from the list of that category reccived in the Library in 1894. 


Foreign periodicals purchased by the Calcutta Public Library in 1892-93 included: Asiatic 
Quarterly Review (2), Edinburgh Review (2), Quarterly Review (2), etc. In that year twenty-six foreign 
monthlies were purchased by the Library which included Blackwood's Magazine (3) and Young Ladies’ 
Journal (3). Among the foreign fortnightlies received in the library we notice only one: Revue des Deux 
Mondes. The number of foreign wecklies purchased was 24 which included the //lustrated London News 


(4), Spectator (2) and Saturday Review (2). 


Thirteen Indian dailies (12 English and 1 Bengali—Sulabho Dainik) were purchased by the Library 
in 1892-93 which included the Amrita Bazar Patrika, Englishman (2 copies), Hindoo Patriot, Indian Daily 
News, Indian Mirror, Madras Times, Pioneer, Statesman (2 copics) and Bengal Exchange Gazette. Four 
Bengali weeklics were purchased during the same period: Sanjibani, Bengalee, Bangabasi and Srimanta 
Sadagar. Bengali monthlies purchased during those days included Bharati, Tattwabodhini Patrika and 
Sahitya O Bijnan. Altogether 19 weeklies, one bi-weekly, 2 fortnightlies, 7 monthlies and one quarterly 
(Calcutta Review), were available to the readers in the Public Reading Room in 1892-93. 
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Most of the books purchased during the joint administration of the Library by the Calcutta 
Municipality and the Proprietors were not allowed to circulate for more than three years, after which they 


were kept separately for reference. 


The purchase policy of the Calcutta Public Library from 1836 to 1902 was not in tune with popular 
demand for more works of fiction. About 30% of the books purchascd belonged, no doubt, to this category, 
to attract more subscribers but it helped the Library to build up a collection of the most valuable works on 
Indian life and culture. Most of the first editions of 19” century novels and other categories of fiction have 
survived in the Library on account of the forward purchasing policy of the Selection Committee. 


Though the Library was established to popularise Western science and literature, the management 
did not forget to collect anything related to India. The National Library of India became the richest source of 
primary printed materials on India and the neighbouring countries of South-East Asia as a result of the 
irreproachable purchase policy of the Calcutta Public Library from 1836 to 1902. The Library was not 
allowed to degenerate into a circulating library of light fiction. It was always kept as a Reference library for 
the public with all standard works, especially on India. 


VERNACULAR BOOKS 


The history of the language collections of the National Library goes back to 1849 when the Calcutta 
Public Library took interest in the acquisition of vernacular books. The Reverend James Long and Peary 
Chand Mittra were zealous collectors of Bengali books for the Library. Bengali authors also, from time to 
time, presented their works to the Library. Newspapers and journals in that language were also purchased 
by the Library regularly. 


An attempt was made to collect Tamil, Telugu, Marathi, Gujarati and Punjabi books for the Library 
in 1849. The Committee of Selection, headed by J.E.D. Bethune, wanted a gradual collection of elementary 
works in different oriental languages. With this view, letters were written to Pharoah & Co. of Madras to 
send books in Tamil and Telugu to the Library under the direction of W. Elliott, Esq. Mr. G. Buist of Bombay 
was requested to select ‘works intended for the acquirement of Guzrattee and Mahratta dialects’. Similarly 
the Reverend D. J. Gogerly of Colombo was approached to select books in ‘Pali and Cingalces’. “With the 
kind and able assistance of Sir Henry Elliott steps have already been taken for obtaining the books forming 

’ the printed literature of Punjab”, the Curators noted in 1849. 


The Curators of the Library reported in 1850 ‘several works for the Gujarati and Mahratta dialects 
(were) procured from Bombay’. Reverend D. J. Gogerly sent a collection of Pali works and stated that no 
‘Cingalees' works were then in print. Sir H. M. Elliott sent some Punjabi books to the Library. An 
application for Tamil and Telugu books was made to the Government of Madras in 1850. The following 


books in Tamil/Telugu were presented to the Library in 1854 by the Madras Upayukta Grandha Karna 
Subha™: 


Discovery of America in Teloogu, Madras, 2™ edition, 1851,2 copies. 
Teloogu Arithmetic, 8vo. 
Tamil History of India, 8vo. 


Teloogu History of India, 8vo. Part 1. 
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Tamil Arithmetic, 8vo. 

Teloogu Geography, 8vo. 

Tamil -do -,8vo. 

Subdivisions of Knowledge, Tamil, Part! 


Report of the Subha for 1853-54, 2 copies. 


The Catalogue of the Calcutta Public Library issued in 1855 listed (pp. 621-640) the works available 
in the library related to Hebrew and Oriental languages. Under this heading were twelve subheadings: 
1. Hebrew, 2. Sanskrit, 3. Bengali, 4. Arabic, 5. Persian and Hindustani, 6. Hindi, 7. Marathi and Gujarati, 8. 
Teloogu and Tamil, 9. Ceylonese, 10. Burmese, 11. Punjabi and 12. Other languages. The pagination of the 
Catalogue for entries under thesc languages is given here to form some idea of the collections: Hebrew 621- 
22; Sanskrit 622-27, 641; Bengali 627-30, 641-43; Arabic 630-32, 643; Persian and Hindustani 632-36; 
Hindi 636-37, 643; Marathi and Gujarati 637; Teloogu and Tamil 637-38, 643-44; Ceylonese 638-39; 
Burmese 639; Punjabi 639; other languages 639-640; Turkish 644. The appendix to this catalogue in 56 
pages contained the titles of Bengali works numbering 1,000 in the library of the Vernacular Literature 

‘Committee, compiled by Reverend James Long. The Bengali titles were translated into English together 
with their pagination, date of publication, size and price of each work. The last Catalogue of the Library was 
issued in 1898 and the last section was devoted to Language and Literature (pp. 1007-1124). The following 
entries will be interesting to our readers: Sanskrit texts and Grammars 1075-1083, 1177, Persian and 
Hindustani Texts and Grammars 1086-1088, 1177; Hindi Texts and Grammars 1089; Maratha and Gujrati 
Texts and Grammars 1089; Telugu and Tamil Texts and Grammars 1090; Various other Language Texts and 
Grammars 1091-1093 and Bengalee 1094-1124. Telugu and Tamil could not boast of more than 12 books. 
While books in the South Indian languages were not zealously collected, Bengali was given a preferential 
treatment. The Bengali section of the Catalogue was printed entirely in Bengali with no English titles and 
details of pagination. Moreover, the Library was getting the dailics, weeklies and monthlies published in 
Bengali regularly cither by purchase or as presentations, besides books. 


CATALOGUES OF THE LIBRARY 


Catalogues of the Calcutta Public Library arc Collectors’ items today but unfortunately most of them 
are not available cither in the National Library which inherited everything related to its parent, or in other 
libraries in and around the metropolis. Though Dr Joshua Marshman, his son John Clark Marshman and all 
editors of the Friend of India were cither proprictors or subscribers of the Library, not a single catalogue of 
the Calcutta institution has survived in the Carey Library, Serampore. The National Library has only the 
official copies of the Catalogues of the Calcutta Public Library for 1855, 1894 (fiction only) and 1898. 


The Calcutta Public Library cannot be accused of neglecting to publish catalogues from time to 
time. The first Catalogue of the Calcutta Public Library was ready when its doors were opencd on 21 March 
1836, for its 12” Rulc read: ‘All works as received shall be entered in the Library Catalogue, and the titles 
thereof shall be conspicuously notified in the Public Room’. The 20” Rule of the Library adopted on § 
March 1836 read: ‘That the printed catalogues be sold to proprietors, subscribers, and others, at the pricc of 
one rupce per copy’. The price of the Catalogue was proposed to be raised to Rs 2 in June 1837. ‘It was also 
resolved that in consequence of the increased expense which had fallen on the printing of the Library 


} 


89 


ORIGIN OF THE NATIONAL LIBRARY OF INDIA 


Catalogues (and which was not contemplated at the time when the resolution limiting their price to one 
rupee was passed), the sense of the next mecting should be taken as to the propriety of charging two rupees 
per copy for each catalogue, that being in fact about the real prime cost price’. The monthly mecting of the 
Proprietors and Subscribers held on 1 July 1837 resolved “that the price of the Catalogues, which in 
consequence of subsequent additions, has greatly exceeded the price of one rupee per copy be for the future 


47 99 


charged for at the rate of two rupees to save the Library froma heavy loss”. 


The Library published lists of books added to it from time to time, either monthly or quarterly, and 
distributed it free to the proprietors and subscribers. It is noted in the Proceedings of the meeting hcld on 2 
December 1837: The Curators reported that in addition to the books, of which lists have been published, and 
are now in the course of circulation “one hundred and thirty-six vols. were purchased during the last 
month”,” 

The Rules of the Calcutta Public Library, 1840, also mentioned (Rule 20—Circulation): ‘The 
printed catalogue shall be sold to proprietors, subscribers, and others, at the price of two rupces per copy’. 
The Catalogue seems to have been divided into two sections: Author Catalogue and Subject Catalogue of 

- works. A consolidated cataloguc of the books acquired from 1835 to 1845 was issucd in] 846 giving a short 
history of the Library, a copy of which is available in the (St Paul's) Cathedral Library. This Catalogue of the 
Calcutta Public Library, 1846, was reviewed in the Miscellaneous Notices of the Calcutta Review, vol. V1, 
July-December 1846, pages Ixii-Ixvi. The reviewer wrote: “The incorporation ofa portion of the Library of 
Fort William College renders the Public Library of Calcutta very much superior to most similar institutions; 
which, depending generally on the monthly, or quatterly, or annual subscriptions of the readers, consist 
almost exclusively ofthe light and current literature of the day. In proofof this we may just select the titles of 
a few books from the first two pages of the Catalogue—books which are probably not to be found in any 
other of the ordinary subscription librarics in the kingdom: 


“Ainsworth on the Communion of Saints; and an arrow against Idolatry. Edin. 1788-9 
“Alberti Glossarium Graecum in Sacros Novi Faederis libros. Lugd. Bat. 1735. 
“Alkible, a disquisition upon worshiping towards the East. London 1749. 

“Aristeus — The Ancient History of the Septuagint (a spurious work). London 1685. 
‘Augsburg confession. Germ. And Lat. Jena, 1750. 

““Augustini Opera (Benedictine edition) 9 vols. folio. Antwerp. 1700. 

seenenennee De Civitate Dei, folio. Basil 1555. 

wenenennees Translated by J.H. with the comments of Lud. Vives, folio, 1620. 
“Babington's (Bp) Works, folio. Lendon, 1637. 


“In these old books, the theological department is richer than any other; which we account for by the 

* supposition that the literary and philosophical works of the College were made over mainly to the Asiatic 

Society”. All the aforementioned works are rare and the National Library is the only depository in India, if 
not in the world, where one can inspect them. 


The defects of the Catalogue of 1846 were pointed out by the reviewer in these words: “It is not an 
easy matter to make a good catalogue of books; and when our Calcutta Library becomes as extensive as we 
hope it will become ere long, it will be necessary for its Curators to issue anew and improved edition of the 
Catalogue. At present the one before us is sufficient for all practical purposes; with the single exception that 
it wants an alphabetical index; which was in the old catalogue, and ought to be also in the new. This ought to 
be issued as an appendix. Take a single example illustrative of the necessity of such an index. We want to 
know if Lord Bacon's works are contained in the Library and we turn to the table of contents; we find the 
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following Heads under any one of which, for aught we can tell, his writings may be classed, viz., Divinity, 
Intellectual and Moral Philosophy; Law; Politics, Finance, Commerce &c.; Natural History, Gardening, 
Agriculture, &c,; Medicine, Surgery, Chemistry, &c.; Arts and Sciences; Fine Arts; History; Prose Works of 
Imagination; Education; Miscellaneous; Latin and Greek. To all these departments may some or other of 
Bacon's writings be referred, and perhaps to others also. In the Catalogue before us they are actually classed 
under the department of Intellectual and Moral Philosophy. We do not find fault with this allocation, 
although some of the other departments we have cited might present an equally strong claim; but we do find 
fault that we have not got an Alphabetical index by a reference to which we might at once find the ‘local 
habitation’ of our old friend. Bating this omission, the Catalogue is, in other respects, a good one, and is 
highly creditable to its compiler, Babu Peary Chand Mittra, the Librarian” 


The Library contained a total of 17,931 volumes in 1849 in 8283 titles. Seven hundred and fifty 
copies of a Supplementary Catalogue (from 1845 to July 1849) were printed in 1849 which cost the library 
Rs 266-6-9. The addition from 1845 to 1849 numbered 1462 sets or 2,523 volumes and the Library's stoch 
till 1845 consisted of 6281 sets in 15.408 volumes (making the total to 17.931 volumes). Hitherto 
catalogues were printed without giving their Press Marks or Call Numbers and this system was introduced 
after 1850, for the report of 1849 reads: 


‘The subject of the arrangement of books has again engaged the attention of the Curators during the 
last year, and, after much consideration, they have come to the resolution of adopting the system of 
Press Marks used in England and recommended by the Hon'ble Mr. Bethune. This arrangement is to 
be carried into effect as soon as the Government Books are rebound. A list of books missing and 
abstracted will at the same time be made out”. 


Monthly lists of additions to the Library were published from time to time without fail. The first 
comprehensive Catalogue of the Calcutta Public Library, which has come to our notice, was printed in 1855 
(printing cost Rs. 2,368-0-0 for 2000 copies). The preparatory work for this catalogue was taken up in 1853 
and the subject headings were printed in the Annual Report for that year. These were the headings: 
Theology, Philosophy, Jurisprudence, History, Biography & Memoirs, Antiquities, East Indies including 
China, Voyages & Travels, Mathematics pure and Mixed, Practical Science, Natural History, Medicine, 
Fine Arts, Poetry & Drama, Prose works of Imagination, Grammar and Philology, Miscellaneous 
Literature, Cyclopaedial Works, Bibliography & Printing, Periodicals, Greek & Latin, French Works, 
Italian works, Spanish and Portuguese Works, Northern Literature and Hebrew & Oriental Works. 


Printed by Sanders, Cones & Co., 65 Cossitollah (=Bentinck Street), Calcutta, this octavo size 
Catalogue runs into 620 pages with an Appendix of 56 pages. “The title page is a pleasant one, containing a 
charming wood-cut of the Metcalfe Hall, showing in the foreground both a man tethering a horse, and a 
water-carrier. Appended to this wood-cut below, in italics, is a quotation from Milton's Areopagitica, which 
runs as follows: “Books are not absolutely dead things but do contain a progeny of life in them to be as 
active as that soul whose progeny they are; they do preserve, as in a vial, the purest efficacy and extraction 
of that living intellect that bred them” (B.S. Kesavan”). 


The Preface to this Catalogue read: ‘In presenting this Catalogue to the Members of the Calcutta 
Public Library, it is necessary to explain the signification of the present press mark affixed to each titles, for 
instance VJ.D. 15 the Roman character VI has reference to the number of the Book-case, the letter D means 
the shelf D of the Book-case, and the figure 15 indicates the numerical position of the volume in the shelf D. 
In the present Catalogue the classification of Books followed in the preceding Catalogues has been 
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somewhat improved, and the sub-divisions of a large number of heads have been introduced, with a view of 
facilitating references and readily meeting literary requirements. The paging of the Catalogue will not be 
found consecutive, as a few blank pages have been left almost after every division, to admit of the books that 
may have been omitted, or have to be added, being afterwards catalogued. An Index of Authors will, at the 
same time, be supplied, free of charge, to those who may now buy the Catalogue’. 


As no Author Index to this Catalogue was issued along with it, it has not survived in the National 
Library, though two copies of the Catalogue are available today, Original and Supplementary. Only 260 
copies were sold in 1855 and the remaining copies of this Catalogue proved to be a head-ache to the 
authorities for years to come. The enumeration of the subject-headings in this Catalogue, considering it was 
printed in 1855, was remarkable. Mr Kesavan tells us: * A closer examination under each subject heading 
also reveals an awareness of ramifications within a subject. Only one example will be given. Under 
Jurisprudence the list is as follows:-JURISPRUDENCE. 1” Division- Law; 2™ Division: |. Political 
Philosophy and Constitutional Science, 2. Political Economy, 3.Commerce, Trade, Finance, Colonics, and 
Commercial and Political Statistics, 4. Police, Pauperism, and Prevention of Crime, 5. Parliamentary 
Debates and Speeches: and Works on the Improvement of the law, 6. Miscellaneous Politics, and 7. Foreign 
Politics. The entries in the Catalogue run to the full length of the page and contain the barest information 
about a book, namely, its format, its place of publication and the year of publication. The Catalogue is 
arranged alphabetically under author undér each subject, and is a very workman like job of printing’ “. 


Additions being made to the library almost every day, it was not possible to print an uptodate 
catalogue at any time. “In the Interleaved copy of the catalogue books, as added, are now entered, is always 
on the Library Table, and members wishing to make additions to their catalogues are at liberty to take copies 
of the Library catalogue”, noted the Report on the Calcutta Public Library for 1855. 


A Supplement to the Catalogue of 1855 was under preparation in 1858, printed in 1859, and issued 
in 1860. The Annual Report of the Library for 1859 reads: ‘ [t is paged so as to form a continuation of each 
separate department of that already published to admit of being bound up as one Catalogue’. The Preface to 
this enlarged copy of the 1855 Catalogue now available in the National Library reads: * The Supplementary 
Catalogue now issued, is paged so to form a continuation of each separate department of the first classified 
catalogue, with the view of being bound together as one Catalogue. Pamphlets connected with India have 
been bound up together according to subjects, and a full list of them will be found under the Head of ' The 
East Indies including China’. The papers of the Legislative Council have been chronologically bound up in 
volumes with Indices for facility of reference. A number of works on India will also be found under the head 
of 'Voyages and Travels in Asia’. This Preface is without date and signature as in the case of the Original 
edition which we reproduced earlier. Monthly additions to the Library were published in the Englishman 
and Friend of India, free of cost to the institution, from 1865 onwards, as we have already stated earlier. 


Another Supplement to the 1855 Catalogue was in course of preparation in 1865 for inclusion of the 
books added to the Library from 1861 to 1865. “It will be printed as a further continuation of the first 
Catalogue, regard being had to consecutive paging that all the three catalogues may be bound up together as 
one’. This Second Supplement went out of print, for we read in the Annual Report for 1870: ‘The Second 
supplementary catalogue being out of print, another edition has been passed through the press. The pages 
are numbered so as to admit of each Division being consecutively bound up with that of the first Catalogue’. 


The Rogers Committee deprecated the absence of an uptodate Catalogue of the Library: ‘For want 
of steady supervision by one of the governing body, the catalogues are imperfect. A catalogue was prepared 
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in 1855, a supplement was issued in 1860, and a second supplement in 1 867, but none of the proprietors and 
subscribers possess a complete catalogue of the Library; and, without such a catalogue it is hopeless to 
expect any accession of subscribers from among residents in the mofussil, notwithstanding the facilities 
afforded them by the railway for drawing supplies of books from the library’. The Committee wanted that 
future Annual Reports should invariably mention the progress made in the preparation of the Catalogue, or 
of the Supplements thereto. 


A new catalogue of the Library was prepared and the portion dealing with books on Novels” was 
printed in 1878. The sale of this part was not good and the authorities of the Library discontinued printing 
the rest of the catalogue. The manuscript copy was available for reference. 


Alexander Mackenzie ” (Proprietor of the Library; Home Secretary to the Govt. of India, 1882- 
1887; Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 1895-98) criticised the authorities of the Library for not preparing 
an uptodate catalogue in 1884. C.H.Tawney, the officiating Director of Public Instruction of Bengal, in his 
report to the Govt. of Bengal, dated 16 December 1885, also noted the want of a complete catalogue of the 
Library. “During our examination a manuscript Catalogue was in all cases of doubt referred to by the 
Library authorities. It is in my opinion urgently necessary that a Catalogue should be prepared with the least 
possible delay, and widely circulated “”. 


As regards the non-completion of a Catalogue of all the books, the President * of the Library 
(Maharajah Sir Narendra Krishna) in his letter to the Govt. of Bengal dated February 1886 stated that ‘the 
Council would only plead that, having but mode: ate means to maintain the Library, they were compelled to 
suspend the printing of the remaining sections of the catalogue. The classification and enumeration of the 
works are now uptodate, so that if the cost of printing could be provided for, this great want of a complete 
Catalogue, which would add to the value of the Library, would soon be supplied’. 


Henry Beveridge, the famous historian of India, who was on the Council of the Library from 1888 to 
1891, took interest in its affairs. Being President, he was familiar with the Asiatic Society's library and 
encouraged Bipin Chandra Pal (Congress stalwart of the pre-Gandhian era) to prepare a Dictionary type 
Catalogue of the Library with references and cross-references. The Report “ of the Library for 1890-91: 
read : “The new Secretary on his undertaking to do the work ( of making a complete catalogue) himself in 
addition to his regular duties, the Council providing him with the assistance of a few clerks, the Council 
gladly entrusted the work to him. A general list of books arranged to authors’ name, with copious and 
detailed cross references under subject-headings, making what is known as a Dictionary Catalogue, has 
already been prepared under his direction, and the manuscripts after being once more checked, to ensure 
accuracy, will shortly be placed in the hands of the printers. A few specimen sheets of the proposed 
catalogue are printed in the Appendix A. 


“It will be observed that a change has been introduced in the arrangement of the new Catalogue. The 
English books in the old catalogue were divided into about twenty main heads with minute sub-headings 
exceedingly puzzling to ordinary readers, and of little practical value. It was impossible under the old 
arrangement to learn, at a glance, what books of any particular author are in the Library. But under the new 
system, which has been adopted at the suggestion of Mr. H. Beveridge,— the late President of the Asiatic 
Society of Bengal to whom the Calcutta Public Library is largely indebted in many ways,— all the works of 
the same author will appear under his name, while in the cross references all the works on any particular 
subject or sub-division of a subject will again be found under the name of that subject . Here is a specimen 


page:- 
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Abbot (Capt.J.) 
Narrative of a Joumey- 2 vols. 8vo. London, 1869 (XV. No 10-11) 


ACTORS (Biography &c.) 
See under Drama and Stage. 


AGRICULTURE 
See Baxter—An Encyclopaedia of Agriculture. 
Cairo (Sir James)— English Agriculture 
Dickson (R.W.)}—A Complete system of Modern Husbandry. 


Alfred (King) 
See Historical Biography under History (England). 


ALGEBRA 
See Mathematics under Science. 


Alison (Sir Archibald) 
Principles of Population, 2 vols., 8vo. London. 1840. (II. N.7-8) 
Atlas to History of Europe. 8vo. London, 1846. (V.G.48) 


BIOGRAPHY 

Biography of Actors—See under Drama & Stage. 

es (Architects)- 7 Fine Arts. 

Bs (Ecclesiastical)- ” Theology. 
(Historical) bs History. 
(Legal) . Law 
(Medical) e Medicine. 

Biographical Dictionaries 
See Bayle's General Dictionary, 1734-41] 
Biographie Britannica, 1744. 


Bipin Pal resigned the job of Calcutta Public Library's Secretary and Librarian within 18 months of 
his appointment in 1892 and his comprehensive Dictionary-type Catalogue was not completed for want of 
scholarship of maturity. 


A Catalogue of the Calcutta Public Library (Part 1) Containing prose Works of Fiction in the English 
and French Language (revised up to January 1894) was published in 1894. This octavo Catalogue printed 
by Sanyal & Co. at the Bharat Mihir Press, 26 Scott's Lane, Calcutta, containing 134 pages is arranged in the 
alphabetical order (in the case of authors and title-wise for anonymous works). Authors are distinguished by 
bold type face and titles in Roman types. Place of publication of the books is not indicated as it is 
understood to be London in respect of English works, but the year of publication is given. The National 
Library's copy has incorporated entries upto 1898. An updated version of this Catalogue is incorporated in 
the 1898 Catalogue of the Library. 


The last and most comprehensive catalogue of the Calcutta Public Library was issued in 1898, 
listing entries upto December of that year , without any Preface and Foreword. Printed by Sanyal & Co. at 
the Bharat Mihir Press, the Catalogue, octavo format, contains 1177 pages (text 1-1124; Supplement, 
pp.1125-1177). This is also a Subject Catalogue divided into Fiction, etc. with numerous sub-divisions. The 
curious among our readers are sure to relish this catalogue by the entries reproduced in the Appendix to this 
chapter. Entries in every Subdivision is arranged in the alphabetical order and title-wise when anonymous. 


The Catalogue of the Calcutta Public Library for 1898, as that of 1846, did not contain a 
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consolidated author index. The Catalogues of the Library are even now important from the bibliographical 
point of view. Subject entries in these catalogues were welcomed by scholars for finding out source 
materials. Moreover , this was the best method in arranging books in those days as each subject had its own 
room or compartment in the library for ready retrieval. 


ARRANGEMENT OF BOOKS 


Books were arranged subject-wise on shelves or in book-cases in the Calcutta Public Library from 
1836 to 1848 and readers were allowed to take out any volume from their places for reading and reference. 
“With the view to increase the usefulness and popularity of the Library, no restriction has been placed on the 
admission of readers whether subscribers or not, and strangers, wishing to frequent these rooms during their 
temporary sojourn in this city, have also been admitted. It may also be stated that there has been free 
permission given to everyone, whether a subscriber or not, to take down from the shelves any books he liked 
for his use and the aid of the establishment has been rendered to him whenever requested’, wrote the 
Curators” of the Library in 1848. This open access gave rise to various forms of abuses. Hon’ble John Elliot 
Drinkwater Bethune, who was held in the highest esteem by the natives, was elected Curator of the Library 
on 24 August 1848. His attention was directed first to the arrangement of the books in the Library and he 
addressed a letter to the Librarian on the subject thus *: “It seems to me on considering further your Rules 
for what books are taken out of the Library, that they might be amended with advantage in the following 
manner: 


“In the first place, no person admitted to read in the Library should be allowed to take any books 
from the shelves himself. It is quite plain that there is great risk of loss in this way, because even without 
supposing an actual dishonest intention there will be a temptation for readers to take with them books which 
they are reading, without mentioning it to the Librarian, though with an intention of returning them. The 
same rule should be observed as in the great libraries of Paris and London. Catalogues should lie on the 
table, and any one wishing for a particular work should enter its title with his name annexed on a slip of 
paper similar to the annexed specimen, which should also Jie on the table for this purpose. The ticket so 
filled up he should deliver to the Librarian who should mark it with the press mark of the book, and give it to 
one of the attendants to enable him to find the book and carry it to the person asking for it . By a press mark | 
mean a reference to the place of the book in the Library which you ought to put to every volume, and enter in 
the Library Catalogue also. It consists of two numbers and a letter, thus 14. D.27 meaning that the book in 
question is the 27th volume on the Shelf D in the 14” book-case; the advantage of putting the letter in the 
middle is that it separates more completely the numbers. These marks not only enable the assistants to find 
directly every book that is wanted and to return it to the proper place, but also enable them to see at a glance 
without reference to the Catalogue, whether any books are missing from the shelves. When the reader has 
done with the book he returns it to the Librarian who returns to him his ticket. 


“When subscribers or proprietors send for books they should in like manner send a separate ticket 
(of which a supply should be furnished them), for each volume demanded. The Librarian will retain those 
for which he issues books and return the others. In this way a complete check is established”. Specimen of 
Bethune's Requisition Slip: 


Date Press Mark Title Signature 


Bethune wanted that the Librarian should enter the Press Marks against all the books in the 
Catalogue kept ready for the use of readers so that he (the Librarian) would save his time when there are 
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many readers to attend. The readers in that case would indicate the Call Number as well. 


The Curators of the Library had appointed a Sub-Committee (Thos. Smith, G.R.Wilby and 
S.G.T.Heatly) on 17 March 1848 to report upon the expediency of arranging the books according to subjects 
and an estimate of expense in carrying the arrangement in execution. Bethune's letter was in the nick of time 
and was taken into consideration by the Sub-Committee. The Report of the Sub-Committee, dated 12 
February 1849, read”: “Your Committee having taken the subject into consideration are of opinion, that the 
present book-cases are not suited to the arrangement of bouks according to subjects, and the expence for the 
necessary additional number of new shelves cannot be under 2,000 Rs. 


“The Committee have learnt that the Curators have resolved on recommending to the Annual 
Meeting the adoption of the rule observed in the libraries of Great Britain and Paris, i.e., that no books shall 
be removed from the shelves or handled by any one except the Librarian or his Assistants and that parties 
requiring books of the Library shall write on slips of paper their titles and their own names, when the books 
thus applied for shall be given to them. 


“As the arrangement of books under this system would have reference to the convenience of the 
officers of the Institution, the Committee think it unadvisable to disturb the present arrangement, especially 
as such a measure would be attended with heavy expense. 


“The Committee would observe, however, that the disposition of the books which now exist, might 
be made much more convenient to all parties by distinguishing the cases and their sub-divisions by letters 
and numbers, and annexing to the name of each book in the catalogue, a number and letter referring to its 
proper shelfas in the margin*. Until the issue of a new edition of the Catalogue it would be sufficient to have 
the entries above-mentioned in one or two copies used by the Librarian and his Assistant”. 


*A.14 Schlosser's History of the 18" century, i.e., in the 14" shelf of the case marked A. 


The views of Bethune with reference to the check against the disturbance of the arrangement of 
books were approved and the Curators expressed the hope that under this system, the ‘abstraction of books 
and injury to them will also be prevented, that a record of the books read within the walls of the institution 
can be made”. The Rules of the Library were revised in 1 850 to include the following bye-law: 


Bye-law 2. “ No one but the Librarian and his assistants is to take any book from the booh-cases. 
Whoever wishes to read or refer to any book in the Library is to write the title and his own name and address, 
on a slip of paper, which is to be taken to the Librarian, who thereupon will cause the book to be given to 
him. These slips will be returned to the persons signing them, on their giving up the books mentioned 
therein, before quitting the Library, until which time they are responsible for such books. 


“3. Any one offending against the last Bye-law will be informed thereof, and will, on repetition of 
the same offence, forfeit the privilege of reading in the Library. If he be a proprietor or subscriber, his name 
is to be reported to the Curators”. 


The Curators of the Library in 1849 (J.E.D. Bethune, Major GT.Marshall and W. Earle) took 
necessary steps to put an end to Open Access. The annual report has this passage: “In consequence of the 
abstraction of books, their mutilation and disarrangement caused by indiscriminate admission of persons 
into the LiDoMy, the Curators thought it proper to have the arched doorways of the great Hall closed by rails, 
and on the 11" July last directed a strict enforcement of bye-law No.2 to be observed. Several members 
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expressed dissatisfaction with this measure, and the bye-law in question has in consequence been relaxed in 
favor of the proprietors and all classes of subscribers. In the libraries of Great Britain and Paris, the system 
originally introduced here prevails, and is generally conducive to the security of the property and the 
maintenance of internal order”. 


The arguments urged to the Curators against the continuance of this arrangement in the Library 
were: 


1". That there are many who select books not from the Catalogue but from a cursory glance at their 
contents. 


2™. That the present establishment is inadequate to the labor imposed upon it by the system. 


3". That much of the time of the establishment as well as of the applicant for books is often spent in 
the search for books which may not be available, or be ultimately selected. 


4". That handling books is an intellectual luxury. 


During the curatorship of Bethune, Marshall and Earle the Library was divided into several rooms, 
distinguishing the different rooms by affixing signboards to each. It was decided by the Curators in 1850 
that subject-wise shelf-listing should be undertaken for the books in the Library and book-cases to be 
ordered specially built for the purpose. Book-cases were to be numbered I, I, III, IV, V, etc. 


Maps were to be kept in an almirah having several compartments marked with letters of alphabet in 
which they were to be placed in the alphabetical order. They were to be press marked as follows: A.I, B.L. 
&c., i.e., Map | in shelfA of the almirah. 


The authorities of the Library wanted to add a gallery in 1851 to the great hall of Metcalfe Hall for 
the accommodation of books. The resolution passed by the Committee of Curators on the 18 August of that 
year read: “That the increasing collection of books renders it necessary to have a gallery constructed in the 
Great Hall and it is also desirable to carry out the arrangement of books proposed on page 19 of the last 
Annual Report and that for the purpose of contributing towards the expense (estimated at 3000 to 4000 Rs.) 
the subscription of the members of the Library be solicited”. The subscription collected in 1851 amounted 
to Rs.777/- with another Rs. 142/- promised. The names of the subscribers to the gallery and book-cases 
were’ :. 


The Hon'ble Sir John Hunter Littler, GC.B., Rs. 60; Hon'ble Sir Lawrence Peel, Kt., Rs. 50; 
J.R.Colvin and Rajah Pertaup Chunder Singh Bahadur (both Rs. 50 each); The Bishop of Calcutta 
(Dr. Daniel Wilson- Rs.25); J.Reddie, Rs. 20; C.S.Francis, Rs.15; (Rs.10 each by) General Sir W. 
Gilbert, H.Cowie, Jadub Krishna Sing, Major G.T.Marshall, Brojonauth Dhur, Mutty Loll Seal, W. 
Earle, D.M.Gordon, J, Church, A. Hay, J Church Junior, Hon'ble J .B.Deverereaux, J. Gifford, 
J.P.McKilligan, W.Denman, S.J.D.Campbell, R.M.Reddie, W.H.Smoult, W,H. Withers, J Smith, J. 
F.Wingate, W. Anderson, Joy Gopaul Bysack, W.A.Peacock, J.H.Allen, Lieut.-Col. Sage, W.B. 
O'Shaughnessy , W.P. Sims, Dr. A.C.Macrae and Dr.R.O'Shaughnessy; (Rs. 5 each by) E.G. Halden, 
R.H. Hudson, Hem Nauth Roy, W. Wienholt, D. George, Capt. T.E. Colebrooke, P.C.Turnbull, W.E. 
Jenkins, G.W.Kelliner, H.P.Marshall, A-R.Marinet, M.G.McLeod, J.W. Carter, A.C.Neame, T.P. 
Ockleton, A.Davis, R. Jones, Preonauth Sett, J.B.Roberts, J.C.Murray, R.Dunlop, H.W.Dashwood, 
A.M.Balandreau, J.W. Shearman, W.Buckle, Hurris Chunder Mookherjee, A.T. Radelyffe, and 
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J.J.McArthur; Rev.K.M Banerjee (Rs.4); (Rupees three each by) P. Keegan, W. Toyne, M.S. Vardon, 
and Capt. Wickham; (Rs.2 each by) E.W.Geroge, Kassey Nauth Dutt, Khetro Mohun Chatterjee, E. 
Malloch, T. Tredgold, Tran Nauth Chatterjee, E. Colebrooke, Radhanauth Sikdhar, J. Agabeg, P.M. 
Roberts and Rajendro Dutt and (Re 1/- each by) C.J. Shelverton & H.M. Weatherall ( Total Co.'s 
Rs.777-0-0). 


Contributions received in 1852 for the gallery and Book-cases amounted to Rs.189/- only. The 
donors’ names were: A.H. Blechyenclen (his audit fee) Rs. 64; Prosonno Coomar Tagore, Rs.50; Rajah 
Suttuchurn Ghosal Bahadoor, Rs.25; (Rupess ten each by) Ramanath Tagore, H.Alexander, and Hon'ble 
B.Peacock; and (Rs. 5/- each by) E. Linstedt., H. Stokes, Lord H. Ulick Brown and Dr. Alloway; (Rs.2 
each by) C.J. Nasmyth, Dr. Shircore, A.B Norman, Mohendralal Paul, Nundlall Mittra, J. Watson, 
H.W.Moon, W.R.Patterson, J.Rose, R.L. Eglington, T.Coleman & T.P.Ralli; (Re 1/- each by) Ramanath 
Laha, and Unupchunder Mittra (Total- Rs. 224).Radhanath Sickdar also donated Rs.39 to the fund out 
of his auditor's fee (Rs.64), the balance having been paid to his clerk who assisted him. 


As the amount of subscription fell short of the estimated cost , the construction of the gallery was 
postponed though Captain Fraser had certified its feasibility and mode of its construction. Ten book-cases 
were considered sufficient for the time being to accommodate the books of the Library. Mr Gray of Burn & 
Co., the building contractors of the Metcalfe Hall, was consulted about the bearing capacity of the load of 
the ten teak wood bookcases, a sample of which was exhibited in the Hall. Mr. Gray after calculating their 
weight was of the opinion that the floor of the Great Hall was capable of sustaining the weight of ten book- 
cases full of books, with perfect safety “'. Nine more similar book-cases were contracted for supply by or 
before 16 February 1852. The cost of these book-cases was Rs. 972/- and the makers were the famous C. 
Lazarus & Co. of Calcutta “. (Victorian furniture-makers, whose products are now classed “Antique”, 
commanding antique price). 


Though the Open Access to the free readers to the stack or rooms of the Library was discontinued in 
1850, the proprietors and subscribers were allowed to take down books from the shelves, thus disturbing the 
arrangements. The following Notice was hung on the Notice Board of the Library in 1855: 


Parties wishing to read in the Library are requested not to take down books from the 
Book-cases, but to apply them to the Librarian to whom they should be returned when 
done with. 


The Curators expressed the hope that the members taking down any books from the book cases 
would leave them on the Library table, if they could not be placed exactly whence they were taken down. 


Passes" were issued to borrowers of books and journals which were to be delivered to the Durwan or 
door-keeper at the stair-case of the Library from 1855 onwards, if not earlier. 


STOCK VERIFICATION 


Proper arrangement of books on book-shelves with fixed location by Press Marks is an important 
area of library administration for serving the readers promptly without delay and for stock verification. 
Stock verification was introduced in the Calcutta Public Library as early as 1873. The Rogers Committee 
recommended stock-taking in the following words: 
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“(51). An account, in detail, of the titles and press-mark numbers of the several sets on the shelves 
should be kept in respect of the content of each book-case. The opening of such an account (not a formidable 
task) would, for a time, relieve the tedium of the hours of constrained, involuntary idleness of the Deputy 
Secretary and Librarian. When once finished, this account could be written up in a few hours on each 
occasion of the arrival of books from England, and in a few minutes on each occasion of local purchase. 
With the assistance of such an account, any member of the Committee, who might be visitor or manager for 
the week, could, in an hour at the outside, take stock of any book-case, or,in less time, of a shelf in a book- 
case, selected haphazard, and without any previous notice of his intention. Having verified with the stock 
account the volumes present on the shelves, the visiting member would note down the volumes then absent 
from the particular shelf, and these latter volumes could be traced at leisure by the sub-librarian or his 
assistants, in the separate account of the books in circulation, for the information of the Committee”. 


An attempt to physically verify the stock of the Library was made in 1882. The Council (President, 
Vice-President and members headed by Maharajah Narendrakrishna) of the Library appointed 
T.H.Nelson™, on contract, for stock-taking and making a catalogue on the model of the existing (1855), 
“completing the work in 120 working days, commencing from 18" December 1882” for a remuneration of 
Rs 600, payable at the rate of Rs100 per month for his subsistence and the balance on handing over the 
correct stoch-list and catalogue. Nelson was allowed a Daftary to assist him, the Library paying him Rs.10 
per month. “Nelson has found sureties guaranteeing the due performance of the work undertaken by him, 
and the refund of the money paid to him as subsistence allowance in the event of failure, and a bond has been 
executed to that effect by himself and his sureties’ the report for 1882 stated. The Council decided that the 
stock-taking should proceed by Division-wise ‘as the library is divided by rooms into sections 
corresponding to the sections of Catalogue’. 


Nelson found the work too heavy and therefore failed in his engagement. The Council, therefore, 
decided that the work should be done by the Library staff with the assistance of casual workers. The work 
made considerable progress and verification of the stock of the Department of Fiction, History and 
Biography was completed in 1883. The Catalogue of the Library was updated by insertion of recent 
additions for ready reference in 1883. This partial stock-taking and cataloguing cost the Library Rs 176- 12- 
0”. 


READING ROOM FACILITIES 


The Calcutta Public Library was established in 1835 for the benefit of readers without any 
rostrictions within its walls free of charge and making it a viable proposition by adding a Circulation 
Department for the use of which payments were required by Proprietors and subscribers. The Reading 
Room of the Library from the very day of its opening on 21 March 1836 was its star attraction where 
the books belonging to the College of Fort William, newspapers and periodicals of the day etc., were 
kept. This was also called the ‘Public Room' when the library was situated in Dr. Strong's house, 12 
Esplanade Row or the present 4 Esplanade East. The removal of the Library to Writers’ Buildings in the 
rooms of the Fort William College in July 1841 did not curtail the facilities for readers. The Library was 
shifted to its permanent habitation on the upper floor of the Metcalfe Hall in June 1844 which was very 
spacious then. The Reading Room or News Room was always open from sunrise to sunset whereas the 
Circulation Department was open from 9 a.m. to sunset (from March to October 5.30 p.m. and from 
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November to February, 4.30 p.m’. 


The question of giving free reading facilities to strangers and non-residents of Calcutta in the 
Reading Room of the Library came up for discussion on 11 May 1839 in this manner: “ The Librarian was 
directed to inform Mr. Earle (who raised this question at the meeting ) that he ( the Librarian) has the 
discretionary power with respect to the admission of such persons as may wish to avail themselves of the 
benefits of the institution within its walls for such period as may be thought proper, in accordance with the 
rule already existing to that effect”, viz.,'The Library is open to any one desirous of visiting it. Should any 
poor student or stranger wish to read within its walls, he is requested to apply to the Librarian, who is 
authorized to grant tickets of admission™. 


The report of the Calcutta Public Library for 1847 stated: * It may also be stated that there has been 
free premission given to every one, whether a subscriber or not, to take down from the shelves any books he 
liked for his use ...” This open access to the Library rooms was discontinued in 1855 through the following 
notice: “ Parties wishing to read in the Library are requested not to take down books from the book-cases, 
but to apply them to the Librarian to whom they should be returned when done with”. 


The Reading Room Rules of the Calcutta Public Library in 1850-1852, inter alia, were: ' The News- 
Room shall! be open from sunrise to sunset, and the Library from 9 a.m. till sunset daily except on 
Sundays, Christmas Day, and Good Friday, and also except on the following holidays:- 


8 days at the time of Doorga Poojah ™ 
Iday ,, Seraswati Poojah 

I s New Year's Day 

Lise ss Queen's birth Day 


and any other day on which the Library shall be closed by direction of the Curators, of which a 
week's notice shall be given’. (Rule 33 of 1850 and 34 of 1852). 


Bye-laws: |. 'Every person desirous of reading in the Library, and not being a proprietor or 
subscriber, must apply to the Librarian, witha letter of introduction from a proprietor or subscriber, 
or any respectable householder of Calcutta, on which he will receive a ticket, entitling him to read in 
the Library. 


24. ' Proprietors, subscribers, and readers are prohibited from writing or making notes, in any of the 
books belonging to the Library. 


25. ' Any person infringing the 24” Bye-law shall pay a fine of one Rupee for every note or mark so 
made, or in the option of the Curators may be required to take the marked book and provide another 
copy for the use of the Library at his own expense’. 


The Library had (1) a Common Reading Room, (2) a reading Room exclusively reserved for 
Proprietors and Subscribers, and (3) a News Room. The Common Reading Room was converted into a 
Public Reading Room in 1883. The Reading Room meant for the public was part of the plan for the Calcutta 
Public Library since its opening day. This was also designated Public Room. The number” of persons who 
read on the premises of the Library from 14 April to 31 December 1849 was 31, of whom 22 were natives. 
The number of books used in the Reading Room during this period was 945 volumes. This number had 
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reached 3,242 in 1892-93. 


There was a Visitors’ Book in the Library opened on 17 August 1849 for the inscription of the names 
of such persons. The number who visited the premises in 1849 were:- August. 137; September, 393; 
October, 387; November, 360; and December 323(total 1,600). The number of visitors to the Library in 
1850 was 6,603. These numbers included Proprietors and Subscribers as well as' neither a proprietor nor a 
subscriber is at liberty to bring any of his friends into the Library "". The Curators clarified in 1851 that the 
Visitors’ Book now kept for the purpose of receving the signatures of the parties who go into the Library 
serves only for the purpose of a statistical record but as the members complain of being put to the trouble of 
signing their names in it, it is proposed now that this book be kept only for receiving the signatures of 
strangers and visitors who are not members”’. The number of visitors to the Library in 1851 was 5,823 as 
against 6,603 in 1850. A clarification of the admission of visitors was issued by the Curators of the Library 
in 1851 which read: 'The present practice is not to admit any person who is not a member into the Library. 
This is felt as a hardship by strangers and others whose short stay in Calcutta prevents them from 
subscribing to the Library. The Committee think it desirable to relax the practice in favor of such persons 
and instruct the Librarian generally that he is at liberty to allow any respectable person who may apply to 
him for admission to visit the Library’. 


The location of the Public Reading Room of the Library in the Metcalfe Hall is pointed out by the 
Report of 1883 which reads: ' With a view to economize space, the want of which was much felt, to promote 
the convenience of members and to improve the appearance of the Library generally, portion of a room 
opening on the staircase was partitioned off and converted into the Public Reading Room: the hall of the 
Library, being the best and most commodious of all the rooms therein, was fitted up as the Members’ 
Reading Room; the Counter was shifted from the passage to the hall, which it obstructed, to the entrance 
room; and the book-cases were re-arranged so as to afford them better accommodation and to render them 
more accessible”. 


Further improvements were made to the Public Reading Room in 1890 when the Library came 
under the joint management of the Municipal Corporation and the old Proprietors. A very big room was 
rented out from the Agri-Horticultural Society on the ground floor at an annual rent of Rs. 800/-. As per the 
Annual Report of the Library for 1890-91 in this respect: "The Public Reading Room——Under the old 
constitution, the Reading Room was open only to subscribers and proprietors, and such persons as could 
secure an introduction from a subscriber or proprietor. The basis of the new arrangement, under which the 
Municipality undertook to represent the external body of management, having been the formation ofa Free 
Reference Library, side by side with the existing Circulating Library, the new Council, on entering upon 
their duties, at once opened a free Public Reading Room, which as subsequently supplemented by a Public 
News Room for which a spacious room was rented from the Agri-Horticultural Society on an annual rental 
of Rs.800. The Public Reading Room was opened in July 1890, and the appendix B gives the number of 
readers, and the class to which they belonged, who visited the Reading Room during the eight months from 
August 1890 to March 1891. It shows very clearly the growing popularity and usefulness of the Reference 


ol 


Department of the Library". 
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TABLE 4 


ATTENDANCE AT THE PUBLIC READING ROOM OF CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY ”. 


1890 

Europeans 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 317 
August 400 
September 493 
October 860 
November 1193 
December 1157 


Natives 


200 
268 
413 
403 
509 


628 


FOR 1890-1893 


189] 1892 
Europeans Natives 
1164 765 1182 
1420 686 1089 
1465 958 1138 
1556 1114 1165 
1330 1001 1139 
1158 853 1168 
1268 1000 1114 
1244 965 1378 
1152 990 1121 
1188 836 1189 
1290 965 1376 
1363 1038 1468 


Europeans Natives 


1284 
1305 
1633 
1473 
1542 
1459 
134] 
1515 
1297 
1079 
1507 


1644 


1893 


Europeans Natives 


1523 
1323 


1511 


Source : Compiled from the Annual Reports of the Calcutta Public Library for 1890-1893 


TABLE 5 


1483 
1324 
1631 


ATTENDANCE AT THE PUBLIC READING ROOM OF THE CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY 


July 
August 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Dec. 
Jany. 
Eeb. 
March 


1890 


”» 


o 


” 


189] 


” 


9 


Europeans 
317 
400 
493 
860 

1193 
1157 
1164 
1420 
1465 


Total Book Readers 762 
Number of volumes read 1031 
Source: Compiled from the Annul Report of the Library, 1890-1891 
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FOR 1890-1891 


Natives 
200 
268 
413 
403 
509 
628 
765 
686 
958 


Total 
517 
668 
906 

1263 

1702 

1785 

1929 

2106 

2423 


Daily Average 


21.5 
21.5 
30.2 
46.7 
56.7 
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TABLE 6 


ATTENDANCE AT THE PUBLIC READING ROOM OF THE CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY 
FOR 1891-1892 AND 1892-1893 


Month Year Europeans _ Natives Total Daily average 
April 189] 1556 1114 2670 89.0 
May 8 1330 1001 2331 75.2 
June me 1158 853 2011 67.1 
July - 1268 1000 2268 73.1 
August ss 1244 965 2209 71.2 
September 5 1152 990 2142 71.3 
October i 1088 836 1924 70.9 
November 1290 965 2255 75.1 
December - 1363 1038 2401 80.03 
January 1892 1182 1284 2466 85.0 
February ” 1089 1305 2394 82.5 
March 3 1138 1633 2771 95.5 
Total Book Readers 1465 2771 

Number of Volumes Read...... 2261 

April 1892 1165 1473 2638 90.7 
May 7 1139 1542 2681 89.3 
June a 1168 1459 2627 87.5 
July ss 1114 1341 2455 79.1 
August 33 1378 1515 2893 93.3 
September FF 1121 1297 2418 89.5 
October 3 1189 1079 2268 75.6 
November = 1376 1507 2883 96.1 
December ai 1468 1644 3112 107.3 
January 1893 1523 1483 3006 100.2 
February us 1323 1324 2647 94.5 
March “s 151] 1631 3142 104.7 
Total Readers........00 0 seveseeeeeee 1863 

Number of volumes Read................00065 3242 


Source : Annual Reports of the library for 1891-1892 and [892-1893 


TABLE 7 


A COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF ATTENDANCE AT THE FREE READING ROOMS OF THE 
CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY FOR 1890-1893 


1890-1891 1891-1892 1892-1893 
Europeans & Eurasians 8469 14858 15475 
Natives 4830 12984 17295 
Total 13299 27842 32770 
Daily average during the year 50.07 78 92.4 


Source : Annual Reports of the Library for 1890-1891, 1891-1892 and 1892-1893. 
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The Public Reading Room of the Calcutta Public Library was largely partonised by all nationalities 
of the metropolis and sojourners in the city as all available English and vernacular newspapers, and 
periodicals were placed on the table and could be read without restrictions. 'The number of persons using 
this Department (Public Reading Room) of the Library is unusually large this year’, noted the Annual 
Report for 1892-93. 


The readers could consult most of the foreign periodicals among which were included 4 quarterlies, 
26 monthlies and 24 weeklies. The names of the foreign periodicals with the number of copies subscribed 
by the Library in brackets may be mentioned here. The quarterlies included the Asiatic Quarterly Review 
(2), Edinburgh Review (2) and Quarterly Review (2). Of the 26 monthlies subscribed by the Library, the 
names of Blackwood's Magazine (3), and Young Ladies' Journals (3) are worth mentioning. One 
fortnightly only was received in the Library, i.e., Revue des Deux Modes. Of the 24 weeklies subscribed by 
the Library the names of the ///ustrated London News (4), Spectator (2) and Saturday Review (2) stand out. 
The Indian periodicals included 19 weeklies, one bi-weekly, 2 fortnightlies, 7 monthlies and one quarterly. 
The quarterly, was of course, the Calcutta Review. The fortnightlies were the Empress and Western Wit and 
Wisdom. The Bengali monthlies (Bharati, Tattwabodhini Patrika, Sahitva O Bijnan) and 4 English 
monthlies were on the table of the reading room. Of the weeklies four were Bengali (Sanjibani, Bengalee, 
Bangabasi and Srimanta Sadagar). The daily newspapers (13 English and 1 Bengali) stocked by the 
Library were: Amrita Bazar Patrika, Englishman (2 copies), Hindoo Patriot, Indian Daily News, Indian 
Mirror, Madras Times, Pioneer, Statesman (2 copies), Bengal Exchange Gazette and Sulabha Dainik 
(Bengali). The Gazette of India, Culcutta Gazette, Fort St. George Gazette, Bombay Gazette and other 
Government newspapers were received by the library regularly. There was no restriction in reading books 
and reports received from the Govt. of India (all Departments—administration reports about 100 in 1892- 
93), Govt. of North-Western Provinces & Oudh (25 reports in 1892-93), Govt. of Punjab (22 reports), 
Madras Govt. (4 reports), Bombay Govt. (5 reports) and Bengal Govt. (numerous reports). Nobody was 
disappointed once he stepped into the Reading Room. 


The Members’ Reading Room was set apart in the Calcutta Public Library in 1850 where the 
proprietors and subscribers could read whatever they wanted quietly. Newspapers of the day were reserved 
for them in 1848, the public were getting them only the neat day. 


The News Room: Though the exact date of the opening of the News Room is not on record, it is noted 
in the Report on the Calcutta Public Library for 1852 that the Committee (of Curators) ' have allowed the use 
of the News Room to the Glee Club to hold its practice meetings on Thursday evenings. It is provisional’. 
The files of newspapers were kept in 1857 on a sloping desk made specially for the purpose for facilitating 
their easy reference ‘and the large illustrated periodicals will be conspicuously placed in the News Room for 
which Book-cases have been ordered’. The publications of the United States Commissioners of Patent from 
1718 to 1855 with illustrations and indices were placed in 1857 in “two glass cases in the News Room for 
general reference’. They were not subject to lending. These improvements were made in 1857, the very year 
which saw India in the grip of the '‘Sepoy Mutiny’. The feeling of insecurity was great in Calcutta during the 
Mutiny days and most of Europeans had enrolled themselves in the Corps of Volunteer Guards. The Panic 
Sunday of 14 June 1857 saw numbers, in higher and lower positions, seeking refuge in Fort William and on 
board the ships in the port. The Curators congratulated the members of the Library on the result of the 
operations during the year, which was unprecedentedly disastrous and has proved so unfavourable to other 
Institutions of this Metropolis. In fact the monthly average number of subscribers in 1857 was 405 as against 
392 in 1856. The number of European subscribers in 1,857 was 3,842 and natives 1,011, making a total of 
4,853. There was an appreciable drop in the monthly average of European subscribers in 1858 as they 
totalled 3,045 (monthly average 254) against 655 natives. 
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The News Room was kept, as we have already seen, open from sunrise to sunset from 1850 onwards 
and the Library from 9 a.m. to sunset daily, except on Sundays and other notified holidays. The News 
Room, it seems, became part of the Public Reading Room in 1890. 


DECORUM 


Decorum and discipline in public places are the two pillars of the existence of civilized life and 
Calcutta had earned a bad name as the City of Processions, City of Strikes, etc., in the early part of the 19" 
century on account of its multinational population, terrible over-crowding and sub-standard housing which 
gave refuge to all kinds of riff-raff. J.H. Stocqueler, who projected the establishment of the Calcutta Public 
Library in his Address circulated early in August 1835, had made it clear that the library was meant for 
‘literary task among all classes, and creating means for its gratification, of opening a rich source of 
instruction and enjoyment TO ALL RANKS AND PROFESSIONS, subject only to that moral propriety 
and strict observance of decorum, without which no society can long remain respectable.’ 


Smoking was strictly prohibited in the Library Rooms. Nobody was allowed to bring his/her pets, 
especially dogs. Persons were not allowed to enter the library in an intoxicated, insufficiently dressed, and 
dirty condition. No conversation was permitted in the Reading Rooms”. 


The Calcutta Public Library was a veritable treasure house of rare books, first editions of English 
classics, etc. Apart from the Fort William College Collection which was on loan from Government from 
1835 to 1871, there was a collection of Bengali books, deposited in the Library in 1853. All works collected 
by the Vernacular Literature Committee”, Calcutta, were deposited in the Calcutta Public Library on 
condition that they were not lent out. These books, we believe, became the property of the Library, like the 
Fort William College Collection. 


The smail library of the Medical and Physical Society of Calcutta was kept in the Calcutta Public 
Library for some years, distinct from the books of the library like those of Fort William College. Dr. F.P. 
Strong, in whose house the Library was then housed, informed the meeting of the subscribers and 
proprietors on 6" January !838 that “as it was probable, that the members of the Medical and Physical 
Society” might have occasion to remove their books from the Asiatic Society, he was desirous to offer the 
Society the use of part of the Library rooms or a separate room, and asked whether there would be any 
objection on the part of the Proprietors of the Calcutta Public Library, when it was resolved in compliance 
with Dr. Strong's wishes, that it would be a mutual accommodation to have the books of the Medical and 
Physical Society placed in a part of the Library rooms, distinct from their own collection and in charge of a 
dufftoory, which would be the only expense to the society, as the librarians of the Calcutta Public Library 
offer their services gratuitously to the society”. These books in two almirahs were probably later shifted to 
the Calcutta Medical College. 


A golden opportunity of adding another reference collection to the Calcutta Public Library was 
missed by the then authorities of the institution. The Bengal Library set up by Government of Bengal was 
offered to the Calcutta Public Library in 1890. Under the Press and Registration of Books Act (india Act 
XXV of 1867) every printer/publisher was required to deposit with the local Government three copies cr 
every book printed or lithographed in British India. A copy of each such book was transmitted to the British 
Museum and the India Office Library and the third was to be retained in India. Thus originated the Bengal 
Library where about 7000 volumes had accumulated in the vernacular and English. The Bengal Library was 
under the administrative control of the Director of Public Instruction and Haraprasad Sastri was its 
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Librarian during 1890-93. The Government of Bengal” offered the Bengal Library to the Calcutta Public 
Library on 26 June 1890 for safe custody. The Council of the Calcutta Public Library under the joint 
management of the Calcutta Municipal Corporation and the proprietors readily agreed to take charge of the 
books but pending the final determination of a subsequent proposal that Haraprasad Sastri should be 
admitted as the Government representative on the Council. This suggestion came from Sir Alfred Croft, 
Director of Public Instruction for ‘affording the government a guarantee for the proper use and custody of 
the books’. 


The Annual Report of the Calcutta Public Library for 1891-92 gives the new development thus: 
“The proposal of admitting Babu Hara Prasad Sastri as the Government Representative on the Council was 
referred to the proprietors and subscribers for their consideration, and at a special meeting held by them on 
the 6” August 1891, the following resolution was adopted: ‘That either the number of the Council be 
increased to fourteen, giving seven to the Proprietors, six to the Municipality and one to the Government, or 
the new member should have no vote except on matters relating to the Government collection’. The 
President of the Council informed the Government that Pandit Sastri's nomination as the Government 
representative on the Council of the Calcutta Public Library, will be gladly received subject to the proviso 
that, in case of any material difference of opinion his vote should only be counted when the subject of 
discussion be such as relates in any way to the Bengal Library. The Government ‘however, declined to 
accept this condition’ (on 30" August 1892 vide officiating Under-Secretary W. Maude's letter No. 2558) 
and insisted on Sastri's unconditional acceptance. This proposal was placed before the Proprietors and 
subscribers for their consideration. They held a meeting accordingly on the 15" February 1892, when the 
Vice-President Maharajah Narendra Krishna Bahadur, addressed the meeting in favour of Babu Hara 
Prasad Sasrtri's unconditional acceptance, but the meeting decided to refer the matter for consideration to a 
sub-committee formed out of their number”. The Sub-Committee on 6 July 1892 recommended that the 
“nomination of Babu Hara Prasad Sastri, M.A. on the Council of the Calcutta Public Library can be 
unconditionally accepted only if the principle underlying the present constitution of the Library laid down 
by the Joint Committee appointed by Government in 1888 is maintained by the Proprietors and subscribers 
being allowed to increase the number of their representatives on the Council to seven”. The Government of 
Bengal was informed of the excitement among the proprietors and subscribers on 8 August 1892 and the 
Council respectfully urged the Govt. to withdraw the condition of nominating Sastri as their nominee. The 
Government, however, withdrew the offer on 30 August 1892 and the Library lost the opportunity of getting 
the books belonging to the Bengal Library free. The Bengal Government offered the Imperial Library from 
the very beginning the privilege of asking for any book, free of cost, received by it under the provisions of 
Press and Registration of Books Act, 1867. As there was some inherent weakness in the structure an4 
management of the Calcutta Public Library since its inception, we shall look into that subject in Chapter 4. 
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Notes And References 


John Ethot Drmkwater Bethune (1801-1851) was Legal Member of the Governor-General’s Council and President of the 
Counc] of Education. He established a school for native girls in Calcutta which blossomed into Bethune College, now 
managed by Govt of West Bengal “This gentleman became one of the Curators of the Calcutta Public Library on the 24" 
August 1848 and from that moment, as his colleagues now testify, took the liveliest interest in sts welfare and despite other 
and more important avocations uniformly lent his active. able, and mfluential aid both here and at home in promoting the 
useful objects of the Institution” (Report on the Calcutta Public Library for the year 1851=henceforward CPL Annual 
Report. p 9) 


Mayor G T Marshall (of Bengal Infantry), last Secretary of the College of Fort William, 1832-52, was a Persian scholar. 
and examiner of the college He died at sea on 10 October 1854 (Das, Sisir Kumar, Sahibs & Munshis, Delhi. p 122) 


Willis Earle belonged to the firm of Willis & Earle, one of the founder-members of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce in 
1833 He died in 1854 His share was transferred to Joseph Willis, possibly his son, in 1862 


CPLAnnual Report for 1850, p 23 


Biographical notes on Viceroys, Governors-General. Lt Governors and Deputy Governors ‘of Bengal are readily 
available in C E Buckland's handy Dictionary of Indian Biography Dalhousie's share lapsed in 1862 


Mangla, PB ‘Library Legislation' (pp 179-205) in K M George (ed ), Indian Libraries Trends and Perspectives 
Calcutta 1985, p 186 


CPLAnnual Report for 1848, p 1 

CPL Annual Report for 1856 

CPL Annual Report for 1856, p 6 

Kesavan B § . India's Nahonal Library, Calcutta, 1961, pp 250-54 for the report from the Englishman, January 1903 
Calcutta Monthly Journal for February 1837. p 106 

Same as 11 

CPL Annual Report for 1853, pp 13-14 

CPLAnnual Report for 1848 Kesavan, op cit p7 


These names are collected random from various annual reports of the Library where the names of those who 
presented books (both individuals and institutions) are given 


Calcutta Monthly Journal tor January 1838, pp 30-31, Enghshman.9 January 1838 
Calcutta Monthly Journal for July 1837. p 454 Englishman, 5 July 1837 
CPLAnnual Report for 1849 


CPL Annual Report for 1850. p 9 


22& 23 Calcutta Monthly Journal for July 1839. pp 342-43 (Bengal Hurkaru, 18 July 1839) and for August 1839. pp 385-86 


(Hurkaru, 7 August 1839) 


24,25 & 26 CPLAnnual Report tor 1850.(24, p 15.25.p 10& 26. pp 17-18 fortext of the letter) 


27,28 & 29 CPLAnnual Report for 1853 (27, p 13.28. p 7& 29. p 6) 


30 


31 


CPLAnnual Report for 1864, pp 7-8 


CPL Annual Report for 1855, pp 6-7 
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32 


CPL Annual Report for 1859, p 6 


33.34 &35 CPLAnnual Report for 1865 (33, pp 7-8.34.p 8 and 35.p 9) 


36&37 CPLAnnual Report tor 1866 (36, p 7, 37, pp 11-21 fortext of report) 


38 
39 
40&41 
42 


43 


44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50& 51 
52 


53-54 


56 
57 
58 
59 


60 


CPLAnnual Report for 1867, p 6 
CPL Annual Report for 1869. p 7 
C PLAnnual Report for 1871, pp 8-9 
CPL Annual Report for 1873, p 8 


Finances of the Calcutta Public Library Report of the Sub-Committee Appointed on 10 February 1873 (Calcutta Office 
ofthe Supdt of Govt, Printing 1873) 43 pages 


Reproduced also by Kesavan, B S op cit p247 
Compiled from Annual Reports The total includes othe: categoiies of books 
CPL Annual Report for 1854 px 
“alcutta Monthly Journal tor July 1837 Englishman, 5 July 1837 
Calcutta Monthly Journal tor December 1837 p 817 Englishman, 6 December 1837 
CPL Annual Report for 1849 p 11 
Kesavan BS ope pp 59-60 


CPI Annual Report for 1878 stated that the Catalogue of Novels was out— History nearly completed and biography 
ready for the Press The cost of printing 1s given as 454-4-0 in the CPL Annual Report for 1879 


Copies of Correspondence between the Government of Bengal and the authorities of the Calcutta Public I tbrary 
Calcutta PS D'Rozario&Co 1888 48p (Mackenzie's letter dated 23-12-1884 pp 7-9 Tawney's report dated 16-12-85 
pp 26-27) 


Copies of C orrespondence 1888, pp 29-37 for teat of the letter and p 33 for the Catalogue 
CPLAnnual Report for 1890-91 pp 2-3 
CPL Annual Report for 1847-48, pp 4-5 
C PLAnnual Report for 1848, pp »xu-xxilt 
Available in the CPL Annual Report for 1848 


CPL Annual Report for 1851 Appendix B pp v-vn. and CPL Annual Report for 1852, pp 6-7 


61 & 62 CPL Annual Report tor 1851 pp 16-17 and Balance Sheet 


63 64.& 65 CPL Annual Report for (63 1855 p9 64 1852 pp 8-9 & 65 1885 Balance Sheet) 


66 


660A 


67 


68 
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Calcutta Monthl Jou nal for May 1839 pp 253 254, Englishman 15 May 1839 


ihe Library was kept open on Hindu Holidays, ‘an eatra allowance having been given to the assistants”. vide 
Resolution passed at a special meeting on 21 February 1853 


The figures are taken from Annual Reports the year of which 1s mentioned 


CPL Annual Report for 1850, pp 7-8 


69. 
70. 
71. 
72. 


73. 
74. 


75. 


76. 
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CPLAnnuai Report for 1851, pp. 17-18. 
CPLAnnual Report for 1883, p. 6. 
CPLAnnual Report for 1890-91, p. 3. 


Compiled from the respective Annual Reports—detailed statements in Tables 4,5,6 and 7, reproduced from respective 
Annual Reports. 


Bye-laws I, I & IH of 1900. 
CPLAnnual Report for 1853, p. 14. 


Calcutta Monthly Journal for January 1838, p. 30; Englishman, 9 January 1838. The Medical & Physical Society 
functioned from the Asiatic Society's building at 1 Park Street since its inception in 1823. (P.T. Nair, Proceedings of the 
Asiatic Society, vol. IV, Book I, Calcutta 2000, pp. 161-62 for the Society's vacating Asiatic Society's premises on 6 July 
1836). 


This summary is taken from the CPL Annual Reports for 1891-92, (pp. 2-3) and 1892-93 (pp. 5-6). The whole 
correspondence is printed in the Annual Reports for 1890-91 (Appendix K, pp, xliii-v), 1891-92 (Appendix D, pp. viii- 
xvii) and 1892-93 (Appendix I, pp. xxvi-xxx). 
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CATALOGUE OF THE CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY, 1855 


Preface 
In presenting this Catalogue to the Members of the Calcutta Public Library, it is necessary to 


explain the signification of the press mark affixed to each titles, for instance VI.D.15 the Roman 
character VI has reference to the number of the Book-case, the letter D means the shelf D of the Book- 
case, and the figure 15 indicates the numerical position of the volume in the shelf D. 


In the present Catalogue the classification of Books followed in the preceding Catalogues has 
been somewhat improved, and the sub-divisions of a large number of heads have been introduced, with 
the view of faciiitating references and readily meeting literary requirements. 


The paging of Catalogue will not be found consecutive, as a few blank pages have been left 
almost after every division, to admit of the books that may have been omitted, or have to be added, 
being afterwards catalogued. An Index of Authors will, at the same, be supplied, free of charge, to those 
who may now buy the Catalogue. 


Divisions Pages Page numbers not used 
1. Theology* 1-34 
2. Philosophy 41-56 35-40 
3.Jurisprudence 63-74, 81-98 57-62, 75-80 
4.History 105-138 99-104 
5.Biography & Memoirs 145-172 139-144 
6.Antiquities 179-188 173-178 
7.The East Indies, including China 195-240 189-194 
8. Voyages & Travels 247-306 241-246 
9.Mathematics, Pure and Mixed 313-326 307-312 
10.Practical Science 333-352 327-332 
1]. Natural History 359-376 353-358 
12. Medicine 383-396 377-382 
13. Fine Arts 403-410 397-402 
14. Poetry and Drama 417-426 411-416 
15. Prose Works of Imagination 433-496 427-432 
16. Grammar and Philology 503-506 497-502 
17. Miscellaneous Literature 507-520 
18. Cyclopaedial Works 521 Nil 
19. Bibliography and Printing 522-524 Nil 
- 20. Periodicals 525-53] Nil 
21. Greek and Latin 537-568 532-536 
22. French Works 575-594 569-574 
23. Italian Works 601-605 595-600 
24. Spanish and Portuguese Works — 611i 606-610 
25. Northern Literature 612-616 Nil 
26. Hebrew and Oriental Works 621-640 615-620 


Appendix : Catalogue of the Vernacular Literature Committee’s Library (compiled by J. Long, pages i-lvi- 
1000 entries in Bengali with titles rendered into English). 


* Sub-division not mentioned. 
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CATALOGUE OF THE CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY, 1855: 
(Printed by Sanders, Cones & Co., No. 65 Cossitollah, Calcutta) 


Preface 


“The Supplementary Catalogue now issued, is paged so to form a continuation of each separate 
department of the first Classified Catalogue, with the view of being bound together as one Catalogue. 
Pamphlets connected with India have been bound up together according to subjects, and a full list of them 
will be found under the head of “The East Indies including China”. The Papers of the Legislative Council 
have been chronologically bound up in volumes with Indices for facility of reference. Anumber of works on 
{India will also be found under the head of “Voyages and Travels in Asia”. (No date and no signature). 


Divisons and subdivisions 


1. Theology 
1 Scripture, its literature and Commentaries 
2.Ecclesiastical History and 
Biography; Historical Accounts 
of Religious Sects 
3.Miscellaneous— Divinity, Natural 
Theology; Sermons & c. 
4. Church Government, Liturgies, 
Rites and Ceremonies 
5. Editions of the complete works of celebrated Divines 
(including the fathers) on the preceding or other subjects 


2. Philosophy 
| .History of Philosophy 
2. Moral and Intellectual Philosophy, 
Ancient & Modern 
4. Education, Ethics, and Sociology 
5. Logic 
6. Occult Sciences 
6. Psychology 


3. Jurisprudence 
First Division—Law 
Second Division—1 . Political Philosophy 
& Constitutional Science 
2. Political Economy 
3. Commerce, Trade, Finance, Colonies, and 
Commercial & Political Statistics 
4. Police, Pauperism and Prevention of Crime 
5. Parliamentary Debates, and Speeches, and works on the 
Improvement of the Law. : 
6. Miscellaneous Politics (no entries) 
7. Foreign Politics 


4. History 


Page numbers 


1 to 40d 
1-7,35 


7-12, 35-37 
12-29, 37-40d 
29-31, 34 
31-34 

41 to 62 
41-42,57 
42-46,57-58 
43-53, 58-61 
53-54, 61 
54, 61 
54-56,62 


63 tol04 
63-77 


81-84, 99 
84-87, 99-100 


87-92, 100-102 
92-93, 102 


93-98, 102-103 
103 
98, 103-104 


105-144f 


1. Philosophy and Science of History; Works on the study of History, 


Works on Universal History and History in General 


105-108, 139 
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2. Ancient History (to Anno Domini 1!) 
3. Modern History (from Anno Domini 1) 


4. Historical Specialities, Miscellaneous Historical 


Works; Records;Correspondence, &c. 
5. Chronology 


5. Biography and Memoirs....... 
(No Subdivisions) 


6. Antiquities 


1. Antiquities 

2. Heraldry & Genealogy 
3. Topography 

4. Mythology 


7. The East Indies including China 


1. History and Antiquities (including 
Wars, Ancient and Modern) 


2. People of India (including Questions relating to their 


moral and mental condition) 


3. Local Politics (including Trade, Legislation, 


Commerce, Revenue, and Statistics) 
4. Imperial Politics (including questions 


relating to the connection of India and China with the 


East India Company and the Crown) 


& Voyages and Travels 


1. Voyages round the World, Collection of Voyages and 


Miscellaneous Voyages 
2. Voyages and Travels in Europe 
3. Voyages and Travels in Asia 
4. Voyages and Travels in America 
5. Voyages and Travels in Arctic Regions 
6. Voyages and Travels in Africa 
7. Voyages and Travels in Australasia and 
Islands of the Pacific 


9, Mathematics, Pure and Mixed. 


1. Mathematics 

2. Astronomy 

3. Physics/Physical Sciences 
a. Natural & Experimental Philosophy 
b. Mechanics 

c. Hydrodynamics. 

d. Acoustics 

e. Optics 

f. Electricity and Galvanism 
g. Light and Heat 

h. Meteorology 


108-110, 139 
110-125, 139-142 


125-137, 143-144f 
138, 144f 


145-172, 145-178c 


179-190 
179-185, 189 
185-186, 189 
186-188, 189-190 
188, 190 


191-246t 
191-209, 241-246 
209-213, 246-246a 


213-235, 246a-246s. 


235-240, 246s-246t. 
247-312m. 


247-250, 307-308 
250-269,308-312d. 
269-286, 312d-312¢. 
286-294, 312h-312). 
295-96, 312}-312k. 
296-301, 312k-312 7. 


302-306, 312 /-312m. 


313-329 
313-318, 327 
318-320, 327 
320-326, 327-329 


subject headings. 


10. Practical Science 
1. Engineering, Civil and Military 
2. Military Science 
3. Navigation 
4. Geography, including a list of Maps (Maps, 341-48) 
5. Arts and Manufactures 


11. Natural History 
1. Natural History 
2. Geology & Mineralogy 
3. Botany, Agriculture &c. 


12. Medicine 
1. Medicine & Physiology 
2. Surgery & Anatomy 
3. Chemistry and Materia Medica, 
4. Medical Journals & Miscellaneous Works 


13. Fine Arts 
1. Painting 
2. Architecture 
3. Sculpture 
4. Music 


No entries 


14. Poetry and Drama 
15. Prose Works of Imagination 
16.Grammar and Philology 
1. Grammar 
2. Belles Lettres & Criticism 
17. Miscellaneous Literature 
| History of Literature 
2. English Classics 
3. Critical Essays, Reviews, &c. 
4. Games and Sports 
18. Cyclopaedial Works 
19. Bibliography and Printing 
20. Periodicals 
21, Greek & Latin Works 
22. French Works (Page numbers 570-574 not used) 
23. Italian Works 


24. Spanish and Portugese works (1 entry only) 
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333-335, 353 
335-336, 353-355 
337, 355 
338-348,355-356 
348-352, 356-358 


359-366, 377-378 
366-370, 378 
370-376, 378-379 


383-387, 397 
388-389, 397-398 
389-392, 398 
392-396, 398-400 


403-410, 411-412, 


417, 426-429 


433-496, 497-502x 


503-505 
505-506a 


507-509,520a 
509-510,520 a-b 
510-519.520b-g 

519-520,520a 


333-358 


359-379, 


383-400 


403-412 


417-429 
433-502x 


503-506a 


507-520a 


521-521a 
$22-524a 
525-536 
537-569 
575-596 
601-607 


607, 611 
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25. Northern Literature (page number 607 2 entries only) 607, 612-616 


26. Hebrew and Oriental Works 621-644 
1. Hebrew 621-622 
2. Sanscrit 622-627, 641 
3. Bengali 627-630, 641-643 
4. Arabic 630-632, 643 
5. Persian and Hindustani 632-636, 643 
6. Hindi 636-637, 643 
7, Marhatta and Guzratee 637 
8. Teloogu (and Tamil) 637-638, 643-644 
9. Ceylonese 638-639 
10.Burmese 639 

_ 11.Punjabi 639 
12.Other languages 639-640 
(Turkish) (one entry only) 644 


Appendix: Catalogue of the Vernacular Literature Committee’s Library (compiled by J. Long, pp. 
1 to lvi—one thousand entries with prices of each book). 


CATALOGUE OF THE CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Part 1. Containing Prose works of Fiction in the English and French Languages (revised up to January 1894) 
Page | to 134 only 


(Printed by Sanyal & Co., At the Bharat Mihir Press, 26 Scott’s Lane, Calcutta) 


Details (No original cover page. Title page does not contain the engraving of Metcalfe Hall) 
Size - Post Octavo 
Alphabetically arranged - (author-wise and title-wise in case of anonymous works) 
Author’s name in 10 Point Bold upper lower 
Title of the book in 10 point Roman with Press Mark at the end of each entry. 
Indenting of titles of books under the authors. 
The year of publication of the book is mentioned. but not its place (most of them were published in London) 


Blank pages (inserted by the Librarian for inserting additions. Additions up to 1898 incorporated in the National 
Library’s Copy) 


(National Library’s copy is an interleaved one). 
English works begin with Abot's Cleve and end with Emile Zola’s works up to 1898. 
Prose works of Fiction in the French Language occupy pages 127-134. 
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With a Supplement, Revised up to December 1898. (Pages | to 1177) 
(Engraving of Metcalfe Hall on the title page. but no quotation from Bacon) 
(Printed by Sanyal & Co., Bharat Mihir Press, 26 Scott’s Lane, Calcutta). 


(No Preface/Introduction) 


1. Fiction* 

2. French Fiction 

3. Poetry and Drama 

4. History of Literature 

5. Critical and Miscellaneous Writings 
6. Biography and Memoirs 

7. Fine Arts 

8. Games and Sports 


Descriptions of Various Countries 
9. Voyages and Travels—General 
10.Travels in Europe 

11.Great Britain 

12, London 

13. France 

14, Germany and Austria 

15. Spain and Portugal 

16. Italy 

17. Turkey 

18. Greece 

19. Russia 

20. Switzerland 

21. Norway and Sweden 
22.Travels in Asia 

23.China, Tibet and Japan 

24. Palestine and Syria 
25.Central Asia 

26.Ceylon 

27. Malaisia and Siam 

27. Persia 

28. Australasia and the Pacific Islands 
29. Africa 

30. Egypt and Egyptology 
31.North America and West Indies 
32. South America 

33. Arctic Regions 

34. Geography 

35. Atlases and Plans 


* Serial Numbers not given in the original. 


Table of Contents 
Pages 


1-126 
127-134 
135-152 
153-156 
157-182 
183-275 
277-288 
289-294 


295-308 
308-316 
316-323 
324-326 
327-330 
331-333 
334-336 
336-340 
341-344 
345-346 
346-350 
351-352 
353-354 
355-361 
361-370 
371-375 
376-378 
378-379 
380-383 
383-386 
386-399 
399-415 
415-420 
420-436 
436-440 
441-444 
445-448 

449-452 


Additions on pages 


452 a, b. c, 620a to 620h 
452c. 620h 

452 c. d. 620h -620i 
620i 

452d to 452¢, 620i-620k. 
452e-452h, 620k - 620r 
452h, 620r- 620s 

452i, 620 


452i, 620t 

452i, 620t- 620u 
620u 

620u 

452i. 620u 

452). 626v. 


626v 


452}, 626v. 


452). 620v. 

452). 620w. 

452j. 620w 

452}, 620w 

452k, 620w-620x 
620. 

452k, 626x. 
452k. 620x to 1149 
1149 

1149 

1149 


1150 
452 1. 1150 
452 1, 1150 
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History 

36. History—General 

37. History of Europe 

38. British History 

39. History of France 

40. History of Germany 

41. History of Austria and Switzerland 

42. History of Scandinavia and the 
Netherlands 

42. History of Spain and Portugal 

43. History of Italy 

44. History and Antiquities of Ancient Rome 

45. History of Modern Greece 

46. History and Antiquities of Ancient 
Greece 

47. History of Turkey 

48. History of Russia 

49. History of America 

50, Military and Naval History 

51. History and Antiquities of Babylonia, 
Assyria. Chaldaea &c. 

52. Chronology 

53. Anthropology 


Philosophy 

54. History of Philosophy 

55. Psychology and Metaphysics 
56. Ethics 

57. Logic 

58. Education 


Political 

59. Political Science 

60. Political Writings - Home Affairs 
61. Political Economy 

62. Commerce and Finance 

62. Parliamentary Debates & Speeches 
64. Police. Pauperism and Crime 


Law 

65. Law — General 
66. Indian Acts 

67. Indian Law 

68. Hindu Law 

69. Mahomedan Law 
70. Law Reports 

71. Trials 


India 

72. India—Historical 

73. india—Political Writings 
74. Afghanistan and Baluchistan 
75. India—Descriptive 


453-458 
458-462 
462-485 
486-495 
496-497 
497-498 


498-499 
499-500 
501-503 
503-506 
506-507 


507-509 
510-512 
512-514 
514-518 
518-526 


526-528 
528-529 
530-532 


533-536 
536-543 
543-546 
547-548 
548-557 


558-563 
564-57] 
372-577 
577-584 
584-591 
591-595 


596-604 
605-631 
611-613 
613-615 
615-616 
616-618 
618-620 


621-650 
651-659 
659-662 
662-678 


HS1 
M51 
151 
1151-1152 


1152 


1152 


1152 


1152 
1152 


1153 
1153 
1153 
1153 
1153 


1153 
1153-1154 
1154 
1154 
1154-1155 
1155 


1155 
1155 
1155-1156 
1156 
1156 
1156-1157 
1157 


1157-1158 
1158 


1158-1159 


76, Burmah 

77. India—Archacology 

78. India—Gazetteers 

79. India—Education 

80. Hinduism 

81. Buddhism 

82. islam 

83. Sanskrit and Miscellaneous 
Oriental Literature 

84. Arabic and Persian Literature 

85. India —Administrative 

86. India—Journals and Reviews 

87. India—Books of Reference 


Theology 
88. Divinity. Sermons & 
Miscellaneous Religious Works 
89. Natural Theology 
90. Ecclesiastical History 
91. Church Government & Liturgies, &c. 
92. Biblical Literature 
93. Works of Celebrated Divines & Fathers 


94. Theosophy, Occultism, Freemasonry &c. 


Science 
95. Mathematics 
96. Astronomy 
97. General Treatises on Science 
98. Heat. Light. and Sound 
99. Electricity and Magnetism 
100. Chemistry 
101. Biology 
102. Zoology 
103. Botany and Agriculture 
104. Geology and Mineralogy 
105. Meteorology and Physical Geography 
106. Arts and Manufactures 
107. Civil Engineering 
108. Military Science 
109, Navigation 
110. Anatomy and Physiology 
{11. Surgery 
112. Materia Medica and Therapeutics 
113. Medicine, Pathology and Midwifery 
114, Hygiene. State Medicine 
And Forensic Medicine 


115. Medical Journals and Reports 


Language and Literature 
116. English Language 
117. Philology 

118. Dictionaries 


679-681 
681-684 
685-687 
688-695 
695-698 
698-700 
700-702 


702-712 
712-714 
714-827 
828-834 
834-835 


836-870 
871-875 
875-884 
885-887 
887-898 
898-902 
902-907 


908-911 
912-915 
916-921 
922 

923-925 
925-929 
929-93} 
931-944 
944-955 
955-963 
963-966 
966-973 
973-977 
978-982 
982-983 
984-986 
986-987 
987-988 
989-997 


997-1002 
1002-1006 


1007-1008 
1009-1011 
1011-1020 
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1159 
1159-1160 


1160-1161 
1161 
1161 


1161-1162 


1162-1170 


1170 
117] 


171 


1171 


1171 


1172 
1172 


1172 
1172 
1172 
1173 
1173-1174 
1174 
1174 
1174 


1174 


1175 
1175 


1178 
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119. Cyclopaedial Works 1021-1023 1175 
120. Periodicals 1023-1033 1176-77 
121. Bibliography and Printing 1084-1037 
122. Greek and Latin Classics 1038-1065 
123. Italian Literature 1065-1067 
124. French Literature 1068-1071 
125. Northern Literature 1073-1073 
126. Hebrew Texts and Grammars 1074-1075 
127. Sanskrit Texts and Grammars 1075-1083 1177 
128. Arabic Texts and Grammars 1083-1085 
129. Persian and Hindustani 
Texts & Grammars 1086-1088 1177 
130. Hindi Texts and Grammars 1088-1089 
131. Marhatta and Guzrati Texts 
and Grammars 1089 

132. Telugu and Tamil Texts and Grammars 1090 
133. Various other Languages—Texts 

And Grammars 1091-1093 
134. Bengalee 1094-1124 

Supplement 1125-1177. 


( Note : Unless otherwise marked, the books have been published in London and are of 8vo. post 8vo. or 12mo size 
The date given is that of publication). 
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STRUCTURE AND MANAGEMENT 


The weakness of the management of the Calcutta Public Library resulted from its constitutional 
structure. The Library was established for the public at large by a few individuals without an assured 
financial aid from the public. Running ofa library for the public without public contribution was a risky job. 

. Some expediencies had to be adopted for finding the finance. The promoters of the Library had launched it 
without even a working capital. There was no written constitution, no Memorandum of Association or even 
a Deed of Trust for the Calcutta Public Library which ought to have been provided for by a Public Trust 
which indeed the Library was. The Library was a public trust without a trust deed! Neither the shareholders 
nor the subscribers could claim any proprietary right in the assets of the Library nor were they allowed to 
misuse them. The proprietors and subscribers clected ‘Curators’ , as trustees for the property of the Library. 
The beneficiaries of the trust were the public at large and the Curators who managed the Library were 
volunteers whose powers were limited. 


CONSTITUTION OF THE LIBRARY 


The Calcutta Public Library was administered by a Committee of three Curators from 1836 to 1873 
and thereafter by a Council headed by a President. The President from 1873 to 1890 and in 1902 was a 
proprietor elected to this honour by the proprietors and first class subscribers of not less than one year’s 
standing. The President from 1890 to 1901 was the Chairman of the Calcutta Municipal Corporation as its 
nominee. 


CURATORS 


The Curators were proprietors or shareholders elected to administer the Library as trustees. The very 
‘first meeting of the Calcutta Public Library held on 31 August 1835 resolved that ‘the property of the 
Library be vested in trustees for the benefit and use of shareholders’ and such trustees were called Curators. 
The provisional trustees appointed on 3 September 1835 were: Sir Edward Ryan, Sir J.P. Grant, Mr. C.W. 
Smyth and Col. W. Dunlop’. The Resolution of 7 November 1835 read: That ‘the management of the 
Library be entrusted to seven Curators to be chosen by the Proprietors, and first class subscribers of one 
year’s standing at an annual meeting in the month of February in each year, to be called by advertisement by 
the Curators for the time being”’. Sir Edward Ryan, Charles Cameron, T. Dickens, H.M. Parker, W.P. Grant, 
J.C. Marshman and J.R. Colvin were accordingly appointed Curators until the next general meeting’. The 
Library meeting held in 8" March 1836 reduced the number of Curators to three’ and W.P. Grant, Col. 
Dunlop and J. Kyd were accordingly elected Curators for a year. 


POWERS OF CURATORS: 


The management of the Library being entrusted to a Committee of three Curators, chosen every ycar 
by the proprietors and first class subscribers of not less than one year’s standing, as trustees, they were 


empowered to 
(1) withdraw from circulation and also to prohibit circulation of any book in the Library. 
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(2) issue tickets of admission to poor students and others for reading books within its walls. And 
(3) incur expenditure upto Rs. 1,000 without referring to the general body meeting. 


When the name of the Committee of Curators was changed to the Council, the President and Vice- 
Presidents were appointed trustees of the Library. The Curators, President and Vice-Presidents were ex- 
officio members of all Committees of the Library such as Selection of Books, House, Correspondence, 
Finance, etc. The Curators and their suceessors were required to: (1) enter their proceedings in a book for 
the inspection of the proprietors and subscribers, (2) present annual accounts (3) appoint the necessary staff, 
and (4) not to hold more than 10 shares. Except Dr. Mahendra Lall Sircar, no proprietor is on record for 
having ever held two shares. The Curators were eligible for voting on all pecuniary questions related to the 
Library on the basis of the number of shares they held and on all other questions their right was limited to 
one vote only. The resolutions of the Curators disposing of the funds of the Library exceeding in amount one 
thousand rupees could not be carried into effect until the accounts were kept on the table of the institution 
for the space of one week. ‘It is open to the Curators to call a special meeting at any time they think fit, 
giving not less than seven day’s notice thereof, and they are bound to call such meeting to be held within one 
month from the receipt of a requisition signed by any five proprietors or any ten proprietors and subscribers 
of the first class, of one year’s standing, expressing the object for which the requisitionists desire such 
mecting; and ifnotice of such meeting shall not be given by such Curators within one fortnight of the receipt 
of such requisition, any three proprietors may call the same, giving not less than seven days’ notice thereof’, 
stated Rule 25 of 1840. 


The Curators were responsible for all the matters related to the administration of the Library such as 
making byc-laws and altering them, timing, Icnding period of books to proprietors and subscribers, taking 
disciplinary action against those who infringed the rules of the Library etc. No books could be taken out by 
the members (subscribers and Proprietors) without observing the Rules of the Library, the strict adherence 
of which was watched by the Curators. The Curators had also the power of suspending from the privileges 
any proprietors or subscribers for gross misbehaviour, or breach of the rules or bye-laws of the Library. 
They were required forthwith to call a special mecting to which the case was reported. 


COUNCIL 


The Report of the Sub-Committee hereafter called the Rogers Committee’ (A. Rogers, Joygopal Sen, 
Colly Prosunno Dutt and R.H. Hollingbery) appointed on the 10"February 1873 to enquire into the finances 
of the Calcutta Public Library recommended (6 May 1873) the appointment of a larger governing body as 
‘there are other duties of important detail which cannot be expected from the present Committec of three 
Curators’. Stock-taking, updating of the Catalogues, etc, required constant attention by one or other of the 
governing body. ‘In a large Committee they should be readily performed by any member to whom they are 
delegated, for, if taken in weekly, or other rotation, by the several members of the Committee, they would 
fall lightly on the whole number. We therefore propose that the present Committee should be enlarged’’. A 
12-member Council was recommended by the Sub-ommittee. The three Curators were to be designated 
President and Vice-Presidents with a 12 member Council, five of them to be proprietors and the other seven 
first or second class subscribers of one year’s standing. Appointment of Committees for (a) finance, (b) 
Correspondence and House, and (c) Selection of Books, etc. was recommended making the President and 
Vice-Presidents ex-officio for all Committees. This recommendation was accepted by the subscribers and 
proprietors at their general meeting on 12 May 1873. The first to become President of the Calcutta Public 
Library in 1873 was J.A. Crawford’. J.B. Knight and Rajah Ramanath Tagore were the first Vice-Presidents. 
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The first Council consisted of Juggodanund Mookerjee (P)’, T.D. Ingram (P), J. Martin (P), J.B. Roberts (P) 
Joygopal Sen (P), J.C. Mcgregor (S), G.W. Barclay (S), E.W. Keliner (S), W. Biss (S), A. Mackenzie” (P) 
and Judonath Ghose (P). The names of subscribers (S) and Proprietors (P) are indicated in brackets in this 
first appointment effected on 12 May 1873. The Council from 1873 to 1902 exercised the powers of the 
Committee of Curators (1836-1873). The Council met once in a month or more frequently. C.C. Macrae 
succeeded J.A. Crawford who left for England in 1874. Rajah Narendra Krishna" of Sova Bazar Rajbati 
(Vice-President in 1875-1876, 1890-1901) was President of the Library for a fairly long time (1877-1889 
and 1902) and he was instrumental in transferring the Calcutta Public Library to the Government of India 
for the setting up of the Imperial Library, which in its changed name is the National Library of India. Dr. 
Mahendra Lall Sircar” was, similarly, Vice-President of the Library for a number of years (1876-1882). 
Peary Chand Mittra, who was the only Honorary Curator of the Library (1867—1872) was on the Council 
(1873~—1877) as well. 


The Constitution of the Library underwent some change when the Calcutta Municipal Corporation 
joined its governing body'’. The property of the Library was vested in Trustees for the benefit of the 
proprictors and the rate-payers, represented by the Municipal Commissioners of Calcutta, from 1890 to 
1901. The President and Vice-President for the time being were made trustees for the Library under Act 
XX] of 1860, The management of the Library from 1890 to 1901 was entrusted to a Council consisting of 
twelve members, of whom six were elected by the Corporation of Calcutta, and the remaining six from 
amongst proprietors and first class subscribers of not ess than one year’s standing at their annual meeting, 
four being proprietors and two being subscribers. The President and Vice-President were elected by the 
Council, the President from among the nominees of the Corporation of Calcutta, and the Vice-President, 
who must be a proprictor, from among the nominecs of the proprietors and subscribers. The members of the 
Council were entitled to vote upon all questions of whatever nature. The Corporation withdrew from the 
management of the Library in 1902, possibly to facilitate the transfer of the assets of the institution to 
Government of India. Maharajah Narendra Krishna became the President of the Library again in 1902. 


PROPRIETORS 


What distinguished the Calcutta Public Library from other public or State or municipal librarics in 
the world was the right of proprictorship granted to a limited number of promoters initially with transferable 
shares and subscribers for their lifetime. We have already seen that this provision in the constitution of the 
Library was an expediency hit upon by the promoters to raise funds, instead of begging for charity from 
philanthropists and Government of the East India Company that ruled India in 1835. The Company was not 
interested in setting up cultural centres and undertaking social welfare activities in India and it was futile to 
expect financial assistance from them for public undertakings. The merchants of the Company did not 
discourage voluntary efforts for launching such activities, but did not finance literary and scientific 
institutions. The Asiatic Society, Agri-Horticultural Society, Medical and Physical Society etc. established 
by Englishmen were run by voluntary contributions. Their services were seldom given due recognition by 
the British Government. Most of the scientific institutions including Geological, Zoological, Botanical, 
Trigonometrical and other surveys and the Indian Museum were launched by the Asiatic Society. The Agri- 
Horticultural Society looked after the work of the Government in the agricultural and horticultural spheres 
from 1820 to 1900 or so, in the absence of a separate Agricultural Department of the Government of India 
Library services were not a concept developed by the British nation as their library legislation began in 
1850. The promoters of the Calcutta Public Library were seasoned civil servants, judges of the Supreme 
Court and shrewd Indian and British businessmen. No public library could be established without capital 
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expenditure and the seed capital was raised by granting proprietorship to those promoters who thus saved it 
from infantile mortality. Self-financing by the Library by sale of proprietary nights ensured its stability and 
usefulness to the community at large. Proprietors were persons who enjoyed the highest social rank in the 
society as in the case of the Calcutta Public Library as the return was in the nature of intellectual 
entertainment. 


The public meeting exclusively devoted to the establishment of the Calcutta Public Library on 31 
August 1835 passed the following resolution: “That the property of the Library be vested in trustees for the 
benefit and use of shareholders, and that the following payments do constitute persons proprietors and 
subscribers: 


Proprietors — Every person subscribing 300 rupees in one payment, or in three payments of 100 
rupees, each 100 rupees being paid down, and the remaining instalments at intervals of six and twelve 
month, to be considered proprietors. The shares of original proprietors subscribing within the period 
of one twelve-months, to be transferable on such fine or conditions as the Provisional Committee 
shall determine. The question of transfer of future shares to be left open to the Committee. 


Subscribers: ~The subscription to the Library to be as follows : 


1“ Class — Entrance 20 rupees, and 6 rupees per mensem, for every month subsequent to the first, such 
subscribers of 2 years standing or upwards, to be entitled to become shareholders, by an additional 
payment of 200 rupees. 


2™ Class — Entrance 16 rupecs, and 4 rupees per mensem, for every month subsequent to the first. 
Subscribers of this class of 4 years standing to be entitled to become shareholders by an additional 
payment of 200 rupees. 


3 Class — No entrance. A subscription of 2 rupees per mensem payable from the commencement of 
the first month”. 


As we have already read the explanation of Theodore Dickens for adopting this expediency for 
funding the Library, we are not called upon to repeat the same here. That the terms ‘shareholders’ and 
‘proprietors’ were used to designate one and the same class of persons is evident from the confirmation of 
the above resolution, passed on 3 September 1835, after mature consideration: ‘That the property of the 
Library be vested in Trustees for the benefit and use of shareholders, and that every person subscribing 
within the period of one twelve month from the 31" August last, to the amount of three hundred rupees, to be 
paid in one payment, or in three payments of one hundred rupees each — one hundred rupees being paid 
down, and the remaining instalment at intervals of six and twelve months, be considered a shareholder’"’. 


The principle of limited liability of the shareholder finds expression in the shares of the Calcutta 
Public Library. The Library, which was responsible for coaxing the government to bring out legislation on 
many a subject of a social and literary character, was knowingly or unknowingly its originator in India. 
Statutory provision for limited liability was made only in the case of two commercial firms before 1840 
India’. The Bengal Bonded Warehouse Corporation and the Assam Company were the two,chartered firms 
in India before the passing of the Companies Act in 1850. The shares of the Calcutta Public Library did not 
come under the purview of Equity shares of commercial undertakings as their number was not limited, the 
Memorandum of Association being absent and library service not being a ‘commodity’. 
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The report of the provisional committee appointed on 31 August 1835 for framing the constitution of 
the Caloutta Public library in its report of 31 October 1835 recommended that ‘Proprietors shall not have 
more than ten shares each. That all shares be transferable on payment by the purchaser of a fine of 100 Rs. 
per each share transferred, and this share whether he be already a proprietor or not. That persons who have 
not paid up the full amount which entitles them to a share be not allowed to transfer such anticipated share. .. 
That proprietors who leave India without due notice to the Managing Committee and who do not return 
within eighteen months, forfeit all claim to any share or shares they may hold, and such share or shares shall 
revert to the Library: and that proprietors who leave India with such notice to the Managing Committee, and 

_who do not return within five years from the time of their departure, shall at the expiry of such five years, in 
like manner, forfeit all claim to any share or shares, and such share or shares shall revert to the Library’”’. 
These were reduced to resolutions on 7 November 1835. The rules framed at the first annual general 
meeting of proprietors and subscribers of the Calcutta Public Library held on 8 March 1836, as a prelude to 
the opening ofits doors on 21 March of the same year, did not define the constitution of the Library. 


The transferable shares of the Library could be purchased by anyone at the rate of Rs. 300 either by 
down cash payment or in three instalments within a year from 31 August 1835 for becoming proprietor. This 
facility was extended till May 1837 in the first instance at the annual meeting of subscribers and proprictors 
held on 18 January 1837. “Proposed by Col. Beatson, and seconded by Mr. J.H. Stocqueler, that persons 
wishing to become proprietors be admitted upto the 15 May next at the original rate of 300 Rs. under the 
terms of Rule 8th. Unanimously carried""”. There were 72 proprietors as on 1 March 1839 vide the report of 
the annual meeting of that year”. 


Proprietors were required to pay Company’s Rupees (=C.Rs.) 320 from 1840 onwards till 1847 to gct 
a share of the Library in down cash payment or three instalments of C. Rs. 106-10-8 each, being paid down 
and the remaining C. Rs. 213-5-4 in equal instalments at six and 12 months. This was no increase in the 
share price at all as the payments from 1835 to 1840 were to be made in Sicca Rupees. One hundred Siccas 
fetched 116 C. Rs. Government accounts were kept in Company’s Rupees on account of adoption of 
uniform currency in India in 1835. The resolutions adopted on 31 October 1835 with regard to the shares of 

_ proprietors were issued as rules of the Library in 1840. The rules of the Library in 1840 read”: 


“9. Apayment of 320C. Rs. in one payment, or three payments of 106-10-8 each, 106-10-8 being paid 
down and the remaining 213-5-4 in equal instalments at six and twelve months constitutes 
proprietors of the Library. 


10. Proprietors may not have more than ten shares each. 


11. All shares are transferable on payment by the purchaser of a fine of 100 Rs. per each share 
transferred. 


12. Persons who have not paid up the full amount which entitles them to a share, are not allowed to 
transfer such anticipated share. 


13. The shares of the proprietors who leave India or die, which are not claimed, and the claimant's title 
thereto duly recognized by the Curators, within five years, from the time of such death or departure, 
at the expiry of such five years, revert to the Library. 


14, Inthe event of any proprietor who has not claimed his share, returning to India at any time after such 
five years, the Curators have power to restore to him his share”. 
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The price of the share was raised to Sicca Rs. 400 (C. Rs. 426-10-6) in 1848 or earlier and 
subscribers were given the option of becoming proprietors by making subscriptions equivalent to this 
amount with 4% annual interest from the date of commencement of their subscriptions (Rule Ist of 1848 in 
respect of proprietors read: “A payment of 300 Rs. in one payment or three payments of 100 Rs. each 100 
Rs. being paid down and the remaining 200 in equal instalments, at six and twelve months, constitutes 
parties commencing such subscriptions within twelve months from 3 1“ August 1835, proprietors of the 

’ Library, after which no person can become a proprietor without paying 400 Rs.) (Equivalent to Company’s 
Rupees 426-10-6).” 


The value of the Library’s share was raised to Rs. 500 in 1849 on account of the continuing increase 
in the value of the Library and they were made non-transferable, for the rule of 1850 read: 


“13. Apayment of Company’s Rupees 500 constitutes a proprietor of the Library. 


“15. All shares of persons who are now proprietors or who shall become proprietors before the end 
of the year 1849, are transferable on payment ofa fine of Co’s Rs. 100 for each share transferred. 


“16. The shares of proprietors who shall be admitted after the end of 1849, area life interest only and 
are not transferable”. 


Those who had become subscribers of the Library before 1849 were entitled to become proprietors, 
provided they made up the amount to C. Rs. 426-10-8 before the end of that year. Those who wanted to 
become proprietors for life from 1850 to 1902 had to pay Rs. 500 by making up their subscriptions to that 
amount with a 5% annual interest. No share of a proprietor could be transferred until the debts owed by him 
to the Library were paid in full. The proprietors who had not made good for the library books lost or 
damaged were disqualified from becoming members of the Council”. 


PRIVILEGES OF SUBSCRIBERS 


We have already seen that the rule regarding making a deposit (proprietors and first class subscribers 
Rs. 20 and second class Subscribers Rs. 10) of the value of the book lent out was kept in abeyance on 
account of the opposition of the proprietors”. The deposit was necessary to discharge all claims against 
proprietors or subscribers who were originally not entitled to borrow any more books while such claims 
were outstanding. The proprictors and first class subscribers were, under draft Rule 10° of 8 March 1836, 
not entitled to borrow more than one set of works and one periodical at one time for a duration of more than 
two weeks, depending upon their size. These were changed in favour of proprietors and first class 
subscribers for two sets of works at one time, making the number to a maximum of 12 volumes”. The 
proprietors, unlike subscribers, were not required to pay anything to the library for borrowing maximum 
number of books and periodicals once they had become shareholders or paid up for their shares. Such a 


privilege was not only liberal but also injurious to the library. T. Smith”, writing to the Curators of the 
Library from Dum Dum on 9 September 1848, stated: 


“First of all, I must say, that the body of proprietors seem to me to have privileges assigned to them to 
which they are by no means entitled by the sum they pay to the Library. It appears that by the payment 
of Sicca Rupees 400, a man entitles himself, and his heirs and representatives, for ever to the use of 
the Library, that is to say, he redeems a perpetual Annuity of Rs. 72 a year (the subscription of a first 
class subscriber) by a payment of Rs. 426, or less than six years purchase. I do not know indeed 
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whether 100 Rs. are not required to be paid when the shareholder dies, and his son enters on the 
possession of the share, but I rather think this is not the case, as the 3rd Regulation-respecting the 
proprietors seems to have reference only to the transfer of shares by purchase, but even if-it be 
otherwise I think it cannot be questioned that the price paid is out of all reasonable proportion to the 
value acquired. If the question were as to the constitution of a new Library, I should certainly very 
strongly object to the calling into existence at all of such a class as are proprietors. But, as they exist, 
they are entitled to the protection of these rights which they have acquired. I would certainly 
recommend however, that no new proprietors be admitted on the present footing. Let a man if he will, 
be permitted to commute his monthly subscription into a fairly equivalent single payment, and let 
him be called a life subscriber; but let it cease at his death”. 


The proprietors could not authorise anyone, except their next of kin, to use the library during their 
absence from India, for it was decided in 1852: ‘Ata special meeting of 26” April 1852 the question as to 
whether any person duly authorized by a proprietor could be allowed the use of the library during his 


absence was considered and decided upon in the negative’. 


Voting rights of proprietors on pecuniary affairs were based on the number of shares held by them and 
upon all other questions they had only one vote. The question of altering this rule Was taken up at the annual 
general meeting of the Library in 1851 as a resolution (‘That on all questions cach proprictor shall be 
entitled to one vote for each share and each subscriber to one vote’) and was rcttrred to the Curators to 
consider and report whether any evil or inconvenience would result from altering the 4th ruic into the one 
given within brackets. The Committee appointed for the purpose reported: 


“Having duly taken the proposed rule into consideration, the Committee observe that it places the 
proprietors on the same footing with all classes of subscribers who would enjoy the right of voting on all 
questions without incurring the liability to which the proprietors are subject. The proportion of the 
proprietors to the subscribers is | to 4, which would make the former a small minority. For these reasons the 
proposed alteration in rule 4" cannot, they think, be made with justice to the proprietors””. 

The subscribers of all grades were entitled to vote on the election of Curators and first class 
subscribers of one year’s standing were entitled to vote on all questions except those which were of a 
pecuniary nature or relating to proprietary rights. 


Proprietors returning to India, at any time after 5 years since their departure, were restored their 
shares by the Curators in their discretion, but this concession was withdrawn in 1850. The Curators in 1865 
made it clear that it was not incumbent upon the Library to notify to the executors, administrators and legal 
representatives of any deceased proprietor’s share, but the representative should make the claim himself”. 


A number of shares had reverted to the Library due to departure of proprietors from India or their — 
death. A Sub-committee (Col. Arthur Broome, George Smith, Maharajah Ramanath Tagore, R. Henderson 
and Archibald Rogers) was appointed in 1865 to report upon the lapsed shares and the Committee 
recommended on 31st December 1866 the gradual sale of shares that had reverted to the Library at Rs. 350 
each, the annual sale being limited to 6, and the total number of proprietary shares being limited to 100. The 
funds raised by this means were to be utilised in buying standard works, of which the Library was in short 


supply. The report of the Sub-Committee stated”: 


But they consider that it would be a more equitable arrangement, and more to the interests of the Library to expend a limited 
portion of, the existing capital in the purchase of standard works of interest and acknowledged repute. It is therefore 
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suggested that the Curators, in consultation with the Committee of Selection, be authorized to expend during the years 1867 
and 186K, « sum not exceeding 5000 Rs. for this purpose. The annual funds would thus be available for the purchase of works 
most in demand, the interests of different classes or readers would be met, and the Library being rendered more popular, it 
may be inferred that the subscriptions would increase in full proportion to the annual loss of interest on the sum expended. 
There is another source from which the Sub-Committee consider that funds might also be made available for the purchase of 
standard works. 


Proprietary shares under certain circumstances revert to the Library. The Sub-Committee have ascertained that the number 
of such lapses from 1847 to 1865, was 36 on a average of two per annum. Under existing circumstances the revision 
(reversion?) of such shares is of little value to the Library, although there is no rule rendering it necessary that such should be 
the case. It is therefore proposed that within given limits such lapsed shares should be sold for the benefit of the Library, the 
amount realized being specially employed in the purchase of standard works of general interest. 


The cost of a proprietary share is Rs. 500, but on transfer a fine of Rs. 100 is levied by the Library, which bears a clear value 
of Rs. 400 per share. 


To obviate the inconvenience of an undue number of proprietors, it is suggested that the limit should be 100, and present 
number being 79. That no sales be permitted which would increase the number beyond the limit, moreover to prevent 
depreciation on the value of shares by throwing a number into the market at once, the sales be strictly limited to 6 per annum, 
and the rate be fixed at Rs. 350 each, without any fine or further charge. 


Proprietors came under scathing criticism by the Rogers Committee” which enquired into the 
finances of the Calcutta Public Library in 1873. Some excerpts from the Committee’s Report: 


“(29). The proprietors, too, have shared in the advantage of increased privileges for diminished 
payments; for when the price of transferable shares was Rs. 400, a proprietor could take only three sets of 
books, whereas in 1873, when his share is not worth more than Rs. 250, net, if sold, or Rs. 350 if bought by 
him, he has the use of seven sets. A person who may become a proprietor in 1867 by paying Rs. 350 for a 
transferable share, and who may sell his share in January 1874 for Rs. 250, will have enjoyed the use of 


seven sets of books at a time for a payment of one hundred rupees for the seven years, plus interest on Rs. 
350.... 


(31) Nothing short ofa curtailment of privileges can remove the existing dissatisfaction ... 


“(36) The reduction of privileges, which is imperatively necessary, might certainly be made by 
leaving the rates of subscription unaltered, and simply cutting down the number of sets allowable to 
proprietors and the several classes of subscribers. This, however, although it would diminish the pressure 
on the available supply of books, would, it is feared, improve the income; on the contrary it would probably 
injure the Library, by driving away persons who would be willing to pay extra for additional privileges. 


“52(IH). The works outstanding in the possession of proprietors and subscribers are not scrutinized 
by the Curators. In several instances which have come to the Committee's notice during a cursory 
examination of the books, parties whom the Sub-Committee know to be permanent residents of Calcutta, 
and easily get-atable, and who have a number of books outstanding against their names, have the words “not 

‘to be found” written against their names”. 


The Proprietors were, in 1875, invited to contribute Rs. 20 per annum to the funds of the Library, but 
the call was responded by a few only”. While they were clamouring for more privileges, the proprietors 
were unwilling to contribute even small sums to the funds of the Library when financial stringency 
overtook it. Another appeal was made in 1888 for a net payment of Rs. 47 per share for one year, but it met 


with a poor response from the proprietors’. Thus, the proprietors forced the Council to seek financial aid 
from the Government. 
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The creation of proprietorship by transferable shares from 1835 to 1847 did not harm the Library as 
they, in most cases, reverted to the Library, numbering 52 in 1892-93. We are tempted to give here the names 
of proprietors whose shares reverted to the Library till 1892-93. The year of reversion is given after the 


name”. 


Agabeg.A.L., 1881. 
Bullen, J.N., 1875. 
Crawford, J.A., 1882. 
Dunlop, Col. W. 1848. 
Fawcus, Dr., J., 1876. 
Grant, W.P., 1853. 

Gris Chunder Sing 1882. 
Harding, E., 1848. 
Heatly, S.GT., 1862. 
Holroyd, T., 1849. 
Hogg, C.S., 1875. 
Jones, R., 1869. 
Joygopal Bysack, 1872. 
Judoonath Ghose, 1885. 
Kanny Lall Seal, 1889. 
Kirkpatrick, W.H., 1887. 


Knight, James Blackburn, 1887. 


Kyd, James, 1848. 

Lazarus, Charles, 1886. 
Leith, J.F., 1850. 

Lyall, Robert Andrew, 1887. 
Macaulay, T.B., 1848. 
Macleod, J.M., 1848. 
Macnaghten, Sir W.H., 1848. 
Macnaghten, E., 1848. 
Macrae, C.C., 1882. 
Malkin, Sir B., 1842. 
Mansel, C.G, 1859. 

Manuk, M.M. 1848. 
Marshall, Major GT., 1859. 
Metcalfe, Lord, 1848. 


Millet, Hon’ble F., 1853. 
Morrison, Col. C.B., 1848. 
Owen, M.LS., 1869. 

Pattle, J., 1850. 

Parker, H.M., 1848. 

Pearsall, Howard Daverish, 1887. 
Peary Mohun Chowdhury, 1888. 
Pratt, Ven’ble J.H.1876. 
Prosonno Coomar Tagore, 1873. 
Radhamadhub Banerjee, 1857. 
Ramgopal Ghose, 1873. 
Roberts, J.B., 1885. . 
Robertson, T., 1848. 

Rogers, A., 1879. 

Dr. G Smith, 1880. 

Taylor, Capt. J.J., 1848. 
Trevelyan, C.E. 1848. 

Trevor, C.B., 1867. 

Tucker, C., 1856. 

Vos, Dr. J.G., 1865. 

Walker, R. 1862. 

(Added from the Annual Report of 
1848) 

Earl of Auckland, 1849. 

J. Caw, 1843. 

Sir H. Fane, 1839. 

A.S. Gladstone, 1843. 

Col. W.S. Beatson, 1837. 

R.H. Cockerell, 1839. 

W.K. Ewart, 1839. 

T. Fergusson, 1839. 


The number of proprietors holding transferable shares in 1902 when the Library was transferred to 
Government of India stood at 48 (42 alive and 6 dead since 1898). There were only 9 proprietors holding 
shares for life in 1902. The number of transferable shares in 1902 was limited to 48, just half of that number 
(99) in 1848, in which year the issue of transferable shares was discontinued. Sir Thomas Edward Mitchell 
Turton who initiated the plan of granting proprietorship by payment of Rs. 300 as the value of a share in 
1835 did excel himself as “Chancellor Exchequer™”. Turton in 1835 did not think that the average time each 
individual would remain in Calcutta would be more than four years, and “possibly of these the majority 
would become proprietors not so much with a desire to benefit themselves as to benefit the Library”. Since 
80% of the shares of European transferable shareholders reverted to the Library between 1847 and 1902, no 
harm was done to the institution by their creation. The Library could have continued indefinitely as 
originally planned, but for its commitment to the public as the last resort for reference and study in the then 
capital of*British Empire. The governing body composed of men of vision always did not succumb to 

- popular demands for light literature. The circulation part of the Library was not properly taken care of by the 
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authorities by building up standard reference works for the posterity. The proprietors were sore over this 
point and their willing contributions were not forthcoming in tiding over financial stringencies. Almost all 
first editions of 19th century European authors are now preserved in the National Library on account of the 
legacy of the Circulation part of the Calcutta Public Library, not to speak of the rich collection of source 
materials of that century. 


SUBSCRIBERS 


The Calcutta Public Library was formed on a scale, and conducted in a liberal manner, worthy of the 
metropolis of Calcutta, Second City of British Empire. It was a public library of reference and circulation 
that was open to all ranks and classes without distinction and sufficiently extensive to supply the wants of 
the entire community in every department of literature. Calcutta was the commercial capital of Asia when 

‘the Library was established and everybody was busy during the day-time, leaving little leisure for reading 
books for enlightenment. A library in a busy commercial centre was useless to the public unless it was a 
lending or circulating one for perusal of books at home during leisure time. The promoters of the Calcutta 
Public Library wanted it to be accessible even to the strangers as the metropolis was the meeting place of al! 
sojourners. W.P. Grant, foremost among the benefactors of the Calcutta Public library drew attention of the 
public meeting that gave shape to it on 31st August 1835 to the libraries in Edinburgh, where he said, there 
are no less than three accessible to strangers, viz. that for the Faculty of Advocates, for the Writers of the 
Signet, and the College Library. Thesc, said Mr. Grant, are perfectly at the disposal of persons be they 
residing in Edinburgh, or be they only sojourners there for a week or a fortnight, and many persons, in the 
latter case, who, perhaps, had entered the city with a single volume in their portmanteau, could declare the 
degree of pleasure experienced by them in consequence of this facility. He left the Calcutta Public Library 
as those of Edinburgh which he described. The library was planned as a circulating library at an affordable 
subscription of even at Rs. 2. The subscribers were to be of three classes, Ist, 2nd and 3rd class with varying 
degrees of privileges for borrowing books. The Rules adopted on 8 March 1836 Icft out third class 
subscribers as we find only provision for Ist and second class: “ Any proprietor or Ist or 2nd class 
subscriber shall be entitled to have delivered to him on his written order books from the Library if he 
provide a suitable bag or box for the secure conveyance of such books”. 


Proprietors and subscribers borrowing books from the library were entitled to keep them for the 

. following periods: Periodicals: Monthlies - 2 days; Quarterlics - 4 days and new Books according to their 

size: Octavo - 2 days; quarto - 1 week and folio - 2 weeks. They were entitled to borrow new arrivals 

according to their seniority of names entered in the Privilege Book within a month of their receipt. The 
Proprietors had the first claim for new books, followed by I st and 2nd class subscribers. 


The number of proprietors who had enrolled” their names as on 31 October 1835 stood at 55. The 
Library had attracted 14 first class, five second class and two third class subscribers by the same period. 
The third class, subscribers opted for second class in December as a result of which no provision was made 
for them in the rules issued in March 1836. Seventy names were subscribed for the Calcutta Public Library 
in January 1836, three months before the formal opening of the Library”. 


The First year’s (March to December 1836) operations of the Calcutta Public Library gave the 
following results”: Subscribers - 38 (total enrolment - 54; withdrawal - 16). Of these, 22 were first class and 
16 second class subscribers. The subscriptions (Rs. 200) were enough to cover the monthly establishment 
charges (Rs. 192-13-0), leaving a surplus of Rs. 7-3-0. The establishment consisted of a Librarian (107-0- 
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0), Assistant (54-0-0) Sircar (8-8-0), Duftary (6-7-0), Hurkaru (6-6-0), Durwan (5-8-0) and Farash (5-5-0), 
making a total of C. Rs. 192-13-0 (salaries being given in Company’s Rupees in brackets). The circulation 
figures from March 1836 to March 1837 were : Number of periodicals - 535; Number of works - 2,156 
(4,105 volumes). 


The names of subscribers (all classes) of the Calcutta Public Library have not come down to us. The 
names of those who enrolled themselves as subscribers in 1837 are given below”. Most of them attained 
celebrity status in different fields and were Members of the Asiatic Society as well. 


Adam, W. (August) Muller, A. (August) 
Bird, W.W. (Dec.) Paliologus, N. (August) 
Dennison, J.H. (April) Peirce, Lt. (March) 
Farmer, H. (July) Prinsep, W. (April) 
Edwards, W. (Dec.) Ruspini, Rev. W.O. (April) 
Finlayson, R.B. (Aug.) Ryan, G. B. (March) 
Gordon, E.M. (April) Smith, Dr. T. (Dec.) 
Grant, A. (Dec.) Stirling, E. (August) 
Green, Dr. W.A. (July) Stopford, J.S. (July) 
Read, F.S. (April) Strettell, C. G (March) 
Limond, W. (Aug.) Thomson, W. (April) 
McCosh, Dr. (March) Turner, James (Dec.) 
Malloch, D.E. (March) Urquhart, W. (July) 
Marshall, H.P. (Dec.) Waterhouse, B. (August) 
Millet, F. (April) Watkins, Col. (Dec.) 


Those who withdrew their subscriptions in 1837 included J. Allan (August), J. Beckwith (July), Dr. 
McCosh (April), J.H. Pollard (August) and C. Udny (April). Dr. McCosh had only enrolled himself a 
subscriber a month before. Limond, Millet, Paliologus and Ryan became proprietors later. 


We find that 18 gentlemen had become subscribers in July 1838. It is not clear whether it is a 
cumulative list from February to July 1838 or not’. They were: Hon’ble A Amos, J.W. Prescott, M’herjee 
Hormusjee, J. Allan, J. Beckwith, Capt. F. Palmer, A. Parker, R. Pallas, J. Ward, E.T. Trevor, E. Wylly, F. A. 
E. Dalrymple (all three of Civil Service), W.F. Dogson, Capt. Debudey, GH. Harding, Capt. Waugh, R.S. 
Rees, and W. Clarke”. (Capt. A. Watt had withdrawn. Dr. J. Ranken wished to discontinue his subscription, 
having left Calcutta and Mr. J. B. Higginson had quit India for England). 


The progressive rise in the number of subscribers enrolled and the amount of subscriptions for the 
first three years are given below to show the healthy growth of the Library”. 


Number of Monthly average 
Subscribers. Subscription. 
1836 5 22-0-0 
1837 38 200-0-0 
1838 59 310-0-0 
1839 100 498-0-0 
The amount of subscriptions collected from C. Rs. A. P. 
September 1835 to 18 February 1837, 2193-11-0 
19 February 1837 to 10 February 1838, and 3325-0-0 


11 February 1838 to 31 January 1839 5211-0-0 
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Average monthly collection of 1839 - Rs. 453-2-1 

Average monthly collection of 1838 - Rs, 277-1-1 

Increase of Rs. 176-1-0 
The category of third class subscribers was revived in 1840 and continued to exist for a number of 
years. As Rule 18th of that year stated: “3rd class subscribers pay an entrance fee of 6 Co.’s Rs. for the first 
month and 2 Co.’s Rs. every succeeding month”. They were allowed to take out one set of works other than 
new publications or periodicals. New publications were lent out to third class subscribers after they were six 
months in the Library. In 1850 they were allowed to take out two sets of old works. They were, like the Ist 
and 2nd class subscribers, allowed (up to 1848) to become proprietors, upon making up their contribution of 
the sum to C. Rs. 320 with interest at the rate of 5% per annum from the time of commencing their 

subscriptions. 


The category of Fourth Class subscribers was added on 10 December 1849. They paid monthly one 
rupee without any entrance fee“. They were allowed to borrow one set of old works. Books which were 
published for less than 12 months were considered new. This category was abolished in 1865 and not 
revived at all. 


The Curators reported in 1849 that it was ‘gratifying to find that the abolition of entrance fees“, some 
reduction in the rates of admission and the establishment of One Rupec class have extended the usefulness 
of the institution, without causing any decrease in its monthly income’. 


The revival of the 3rd class and institution of the 4th class subscribers werc aimed at attracting more 
and more native readers who were reluctant to go into higher categories. 


“The number of native subscribers has also increased, but this augmentation is by no means 
commensurate with that of the educated portion of the native community. It is to be regretted that there are 
many natives (ex-students of the metropolitan colleges and schools) employed in public offices or engaged 
in other pursuits, who apparently considered reading unnecessary or useless. It must be well known that the 
subscription of this Library is extremely low; and, while there is but one public library in this metropolis, it 
is a reproach on native character that this Institution should not receive more extensive support from the 
native population. The collection of Vernacular Books has increased, and the Library is therefore useful 
also to those who are not English scholars”, noted the Curators (J.E.D. Bethune, Major GT. Marshall and 
Willis Earle) in their annual report for 1850. There was a slight increase in the number of average monthly 
subscribers in 1851. The total number of subscribers in 1851 was 3890, of which 629 were natives. The 
Curators noted with pleasure in their annual report for 1851: ‘It is gratifying to observe an increase in the 
average monthly number of native subscribers being about 53 against 40 of the year before last. But itis still 
not even one fourth of the number of European subscribers. And when the number of those who have 
received an English education in the Metropolitan Institutions is taken into account, the increase reported 
above is indeed much less than it ought to be. It cannot be too frequently impressed on the minds of our 
native students, that whatever may be their situation in life, it is their best interest, to retain the knowledge 
they have acquired, and to add to it, by every means in their power; if this is well done — they may be said 
more or less to live in and up to, the age in which they are born. It is therefore earnestly hoped that our native 
students will not be unmindful of the truth, and that they will show the value they set upon them by readily 
availing themselves presented to them by this institution”. 


The number of 3rd and 4th class subscribers being larger and the expense and trouble attendant in the 
collection of subscriptions from them being greater, the following notice was issued on 30 September 1857. 
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“The 3rd and 4th class Subscribers to the Calcutta Public Library, paying 2 Rs. and 1 Rupee a month 
respectively, are requested to send their subscriptions to the Library in advance on the first of every month 
when they become due. Those who may fail to do so, will have no books issued to them without any further 


notice”. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 


The Provisional Committee for setting up the Calcutta Public Library recommended on 31 October 
1835 that: (i) ‘subscriptions be collected in advance from the 1st and 2nd class of subscribers monthly, and 
from the 3rd class quarterly; (ii) that subscribers who choose to pay a year’s subscription in advance, be 
allowed a deduction of 10 per cent on such advance; (iii) that no subscriber shall be allowed to make use of 
the Library, until he receive permission to do so from the Committee of Management, and (iv) that 
subscription be not received for broken parts of a month, and that they be held to run as from the Ist of the 
month in which they are enrolled’. Further, (v) ‘subscribers quitting Calcutta without communicating in 
writing to the Managing Committee their intention, be required to pay their subscription until such intention 
is SO communicated by them; and, failing so to pay, shall cease to be subscribers, and shall not be re- 


‘admitted without special reference to the Committee”. 


Subscribers, from 1850 onwards, quitting Calcutta, or residing in Calcutta, and wishing to withdraw 
their subscription, were to make known their intention in writing to the Curators and were made liable for 


the subscription until their intention was so made known to them. The Rules of 1850 included the following 
provisions: 


“29. Subscribers desirous to discontinue their subscriptions, must give notice to the Librarian before 
the first day of the month: when notice is given after the first day of the month, they will be charged for the 
whole month in which such notice is given. 


“30. All subscribers who are in arrear for three months, are to be considered defaulters, and their 
names shall appear in the defaulters’ list, to be hung up in the rooms of the Institution. After continuing 
defaulters for three months, they cease to be subscribers, and cannot be re-admitted without payment of all 
arrears due, and of a fine of one month’s subscription, according to their class, unless the fine, or any part 
thereof, is remitted on special grounds by the Curators. 


“31. The names of all defaulters struck out of the list of subscribers shall be printed in the annual 
report, with the amount due from them at the time, when their names were so erased. 


: “32. Defaulters forfeit the privilege of admission to the Library and News-Rooms, but may be re- 
admitted by Curators on special and satisfactory causes assigned”. 


“The printing of defaulters’ names in the annual reports was not calculated to defame such erring 
persons, but to remind .hem of their dues and “that due acknowledgments may be made in the next Annual 
Report”. The Annual Report of 1865 gave the names of defaulters thus”: 


1.R.S. Mathews, Esq. , late of the East India Railway, Zummaniah 
Subscription Rs. 44-0-0 
Value of books not returned Rs. 17-12-0 
Rs. 61-12-0 
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Less paid Rs. 20-0-0 
Rs. 41-12-0 


2. M. Low, Esq., C.S. Bolundshahur 

Subscription - Rs. 60-0-0. Value of books not returned - Rs. 13/- = Rs. 73/- 
3. Baboo Bulloram Mitter, Panechattee 

Subscription - Rs. 9-0-0. Value of books not returned - Rs. 16-0-0 = Rs. 25/- 
4, WH. Stevens, Esq. Behar 

Value of books not retured. Rs. 15-0-0 
5. J. Lee, Esq., Barrackpore. 

Subscription - Rs. 7-0-0. 
6. Captain GJ. Jones, with the 3rd N. Infantry 

Subscription - Rs. 18-0-0. Catalogues - Rs. 2-4-0 = Rs. 20-4-0. 
7. Dr. J.C. Jerdon, Mussoorie 

Subscription - Rs. 92-0-0. Value of books not returned - Rs. 10 = 

Total Rs. 102-0-0. 


We have printed the above list of defaulters with the intention of showing that the subscribers of the 
Calcutta Public Library lived in far-flung areas and the Institution served the whole of India in every nook 
and corner, No library in the world could have claimed such an extensive territory under its domain. The 
Proprietors included the Maharajah of Travancore in the far south. 


Rules regarding subscribers were revised in 1855 with this addition: “In order to prevent the 
accumulation of doubtful claims, the Librarian shall be at liberty to keep in suspense, and with the leave of 
‘the Curators, remove from the list the names of such subscribers as may be known to have left Calcutta 
without notice, or may not have been heard of morc than a month, or who do not pay up thcir subscription on 
demand”. The Rule (30 of 1855) in force read: ‘Subscribers quitting Calcutta, or residing in Calcutta, and 
wishing to withdraw their subscription, are to make known thcir intention in writing to the Curators, and are 
liable for their subscription until their intention is so made known by them whether they take out any books 
or not, or whether the issue of books has been.suspended.’ With reference to this, which had often given rise 
to unpleasant correspondence in consequence of partics omitting to give notices of their withdrawal at the 
time of leaving Calcutta, and being called upon to pay the arrear on their return, the Curators recommended 
that the following addition be made to it: ‘The departure from Calcutta, if no book is retained, will be held 
tantamount to withdrawal of subscription””. 


Persons wishing to subscribe to the Library had to sign the following declaration in a book kept in the 
Library for the purpose, on receiving a copy of the Rules : 


‘I hereby acknowledge to have received from the Calcutta Public Library a copy of its printed Rules 
and Bye-laws on the date attached to my name subscribed below, and I hereby agree to hold myself 
bound by the said Rules and Bye-laws’. 


New Scale of Subscription: With the view of saving trouble and expense in the collection of 

subscriptions, and introducing the system of periodical payments in advance, with some advantage to the 

‘ subscribers, the Curators, in 1857, determined on a scale of subscriptions, which was approved by the 
general meeting”. 
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Annual Half yearly Quarterly Monthly. 


Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
Ist Class 60 32 17 6 
2nd Class 40 21 lH 4 
3rd Class 20 10-8-0 5-8-0 2 
4th Class 10 5-8-0 2-12-0 I 


In each case these subscriptions were payable in advance and all arrears were charged at the monthly 
rate. 


As the advance rates of subscription by year, half year and quarter established in 1857 were found not 
beneficial to the Library, the Curators discontinued them from the close of 1862 and from Ist January 1863 
subscriptions were made payable in advance only at the monthly rate of Rs. 6 for Ist class, Rs. 4 for 2nd 
class, Rs. 2 for 3rd class and one rupee for 4th class subscribers”. The category of 4th class subscribers was 
abolished in 1865. The Curators took up the question of the abolition of 4th class subscribers at the annual 
general meeting of 1865 and expressed their opinion ‘that the interests of the Library will be promoted by 
abolishing that class, and as the privileges of the 3rd class subscribers paying 2 Rs. a month (2 sets of old 
books at a time) are not to be curtailed, they had every reason to believe that most of the 4th class subscribers 
will transfer their names to the 3rd class and the subscriptions of 1866 will make up to a great extent the loss 
of 1865”. The abolition of the 4th class was not attended with any fall of subscription”. 


Payment of subscriptions in advance was strictly enforced in 1871 even if it led to the fall in inconte to 
the Library. The following notice was issued in July 1871 for strict enforcement of the Rule™. 
NOTICE CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Notice is hereby given that the Rules XXVII and XXVIII as to the payment of subscriptions in 
advance and the non-issue of books, if the payment be not made, will be strictly enforced from the Ist 
proximo. Subscribers are therefore requested to pay their subscriptions on the presentation of the 
bills, and if payment be not made, the issue of books will be stopped without any further notice. 


By Order, 
MetcalfeHall — . Gopeckissen Mitter, 
Calcutta Pub. Library Rooms Deputy Secretary and Librarian, 
Dated 20th July 1871 Calcutta Public Library. 


The Rogers Committee Report stated that the income of the Library from subscriptions was on the 
decrease (1849-54 — Rs. 67,126-0-0; 1855-60 — Rs. 66,492; 1861-66 — Rs. 62,993-0-0 and 1867-72 — 
Rs. 52,490). The Committee found that the subscriptions paid ‘greatly diminished and with the means of 
buying books have been curtailed, though the circulation of books was greater in 1872 than in 1849”’. The 
proper remedies, in the opinion of Committee, were: ‘a reduction of expenditure without curtailing the 
supply of books, (unless of superfluous copies of books), and improvement of income, and a reduction of the 
number of sets allowable at one time to each grade of subscribers”. Obviously a limited stock of books will 
go farther, and will circulate faster, when the allowance to each proprietor and subscriber is reduced from the 
present extravagant scale, which causes a great waste of circulation, and a positive loss to the Library’. 


The report criticised the extravagant privileges enjoyed by all classes of subscribers and proprietors: 
‘When the first and second grades of subscribers paid more than they now do, they were allowed less than 
half the number of sets they now receive, and the third class subscriber, for the same subscription as in 1848, 
now get twice the number of sets they were allowed in that year. The privileges of all grades have been 
increased, and a demand has thereby been created, from a smaller number of readers than formerly, for a 
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much larger supply of books, which the Library, with a diminished income, has not been able to provide in 
sufficient numbers’. 


Table 7 
SUBSCRIBERS OF CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY, 1848-1872" 
Monthly average number of subscribers. Monthly amount of subscription 
By = 
2a a 
Ist 2nd Total 3rd Total 4th Grand §& S = 
Class class class class Total sp +s 2 
— +t ee 
1848. s 6. ‘ 211 is i 902 902 “From 185010 
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170 989 progressive 
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1857 42 104 146 882 288 178 406 
1858 39 85 124 52 176 132 308 
1862 29 81 110 44 154 142 296 
-1864 39 106 145 854 199 161 360 
1865 29 93 122. 50 172 138 310 
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1867 29 93 122 113 235 “ 235. 802 other classes 
1869 35 88 123. 97 220 se 220 800 
1870 935 97 132 101 233 a 233 838 
1871 28 87 1S = 78 193 ie 193 i 74\ 
1872 27 87 114 63 177 ie 177 685 = 685 


After noticing the number of subscribers in the several grades, and their average monthly 
subscriptions, in the above table, let us read the analysis of the Rogers Committee Report” in this respect. 


‘33. In 1848, before the formation of a fourth class, there were 211 subscribers; and in 1870, or three 
years after the abolition of the fourth grade, there were 233, or 22 more than in 1848; notwithstanding that, 
in the interval, circumstances tending to diminish the number of subscribers have occurred, such as the 
shorter stay at the Presidency of military officers arriving from Europe, the annual removal of the 
Government of India to Simla, and the formation of libraries under the Government Education Department, 
and of the Indian Mudie’s Library, and the Calcutta Reading Club in the northern part of the town. The 
number of subscribers has indeed fallen since 1870; but among the subscribers who withdrew in 1871 and 
1872, were several who resented the stoppage of their allowance of books till they should have paid up 
arrears of subscription’. 


‘34. The privileges of subscribers were enlarged in 1849, at a time when there were 63 first class and 
62 second class subscribers, or in all 125, against 35 first class and 97 second class subscribers, or a total of 
132, in 1870. This shows conclusively that the extravagant privileges conceded to first class subscribers in 
1849 being greater than most of them cared for, many transferred their subscriptions to the second class, at a 
loss to the Library. Consequently, although in 1849, the total monthly subscription received from 125 
subscribers of the first and second classes amounted to Rs 625, or Rs. 5 per head, those from 132 subscribers 
of the same classes in 1870 amounted to only Rs. 598; whereas at Rs. 5, or the average rate in 1849, they 
should have amounted to Rs. 660’. 


‘35. The effect, on the third class subscribers, of the formation of a fourth class in 1849, and of its 
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extinction at the end of 1865, is also suggestive. Until 1849, the third class subscribers were entitled to only 
one set of books for Rs. 2a month. On the formation of the fourth class at Re 1 a month, a number of persons 
who were content to receive one set of books at a time, transferred their subscriptions from the third to the 

- fourth class. So that, while in 1849 there had been 106 third class subscribers, in 1865 there were only 50; 
but in the following year, 1866, when the fourth class was abolished, the number in the third class at once 
rose to 120 and it was 101 in 1870’. 


The Rogers Committee, therefore, suggested the reduction of privileges and effect a revision of the 
several grades of subscribers so that it would answer the double purpose of improving the income of the 
Library and prevent the undue circulation of books among a limited number. 


Rules regarding subscribers were not changed by the Council of the Library which took over the 
management in 1873. Maharajah Narendra Krishna was elected President of the Council in 1877 and no 
attempt was made to streamline the administration and curtail the extravagant privileges of proprictors and 
subscribers from 1874 to 1902. 


Deposit fees” were introduced in 1891 or so when the Library came under the joint management of 
the Municipal Corporation and the Proprietors. First (Rs. 15), second (Rs. 10), and third (Rs. 5) class 
subscribers were required to deposit the amounts shown in brackets. The deposit fees were returned to the 
subscribers on their ceasing to be so and on condition that no books were due from them. Though 
subscription was always payable in advance according to the rules of the Library, the amounts accumulated 
due to various reasons. The following statement speaks for itself: 


Arrears of subscription from 1868 to 1872" 


To be collected 
Rs. A.P. Collected Rs. As.P. 
1868 Arrears of 1867 2,459-2-6 Arrears of 1867 986-10-6 
Current Subscription 9,586-0-0 Current Subscription 7,678-0-0 
12,045-2-6 8,664-10-6 
1869 ~— Arrears of 1868 2,506-0-0 Arrears of 1868 836-4-6 
Current Subscription -0- Current Subscription 7,609-0-0 
12,110-0-0 8,445-4-6 
1870 Arrears of 1869 2,849-0-0 Arrears of 1870 1,037-12-3 
Current Subscription 6-0-0 Current Subscription 8,175-0-0 
12,905-0-0 9,212-12-3 
1871 Arrears of 1870 2,573-0-0 Arrears of 1870 910-0-0 
Current Subscription -Q- Current Subscription 8.215-0-0 
11,463-0-0 9,125-0-0 
1872 =‘ Arrears of 1871 1,140-0-0 Arrears of 1871 338-0-0 
Current Subscription -0- Current Subscription 7814-0-0 
9,358-0-0 8,152-0-0 
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CIRCULATION 


Circulation of the books and periodicals belonging to the Calcutta Public Library was limited to its 
proprictors and subscribers. As we have already observed the liberal privileges enjoyed by the proprietors 
and subscribers, only salient features of circulation of publications necd to be discussed here. 


The Calcutta Public Library was built up primarily as a place of reference for materials on India. The 
nucleus of this reference collection came from the College of Fort William, established in 1800 by Lord 
Wellesley (Richard Colley, Marquess Wellesley, Governor-General; 18 May 1798 to 30 July, 1805) for 
training the Writers or young civilians in Oriental languages, history, administrative law, etc. The transfer of 
4, 675 printed books from the Library of the College as a loan to Calcutta Public Library on 27 February 
1836 augured well for the new institution which was opened to the public on 21 March of the same year with 
another 1500 volumes (397 works comprising 1,356 volumes as on 3! October 1835) donated by the 
promoters and well-wishers. Most of these were refcrence works, rare and valuable, unfit for circulation. 
The Library, at the time of opening its doors to the public in the white town or heart of European quarters in 
Esplanade East, was very deficient in works relating to Imagination (poetry, drama and novels), Science 
and Arts, History, Biography, Politics, Jurisprudence, etc. The promoters of the public library were 
civilians, professionals and businessmen, whose personal collections made over to the Library did not 
include many works of fiction. As the promoters wanted to provide a library sufficiently extensive to mect 
the wants of the entire community of Calcutta in every department of literature, it was necessary to purchase 
‘several hundred works, chiefly recently published good novels”’. This addition of novels immediately 
attracted 14 first class”, five second class and two third class subscribers in May/June 1836. The first year’s 
(21 March to 31 December 1836) circulation” consisted of 4,105 volumes (Number of periodicals: 535; 
Number of works: 2,156, — Volumes: 4,105). 


There was a craze for books on prose works of imagination from the very beginning of the Library 
and they were the main attraction of subscribers. The Curators of the Library knew the reading habits of the 
people of Calcutta and they always kept in mind the popular tastes while building up reference materials on 
India. The circulation of books in July 1837 gives an idea about the reading habits of the people of the 
metropolis of Calcutta’: “Total number of works — 494; No. of novels — 433; General literature — 348; 

periodicals — 159”, The names of the subscribers who enrolled themselves in the next month (August) may 
be noted here for their familiarity: “1. W. Adam, Esq.; 2. W. Limond, Esq.; 3. N. Paliologus, Esq.: 4. R.B. 
Finlayson, Esq.; 5. E. Stirling, Esq.; 6. B. Waterhouse Esq.; and 7. A. Muller, Esq.” (. Adam was, of course 
the missionary whose reports upon the Education in Bengal are very valuable even today. Edward Stirling, 
I.C.S. is not to be confounded with the historian of Orissa. Finlayson was Dr. Finlayson. Limond and 
Paliologus became proprietors). Novels always led the realm of letters in the 19th century for which we 
quote the circulation figures for December 1837: “General Literature* — volumes 386; Novels ~ 427; and 
Periodicals — 122 — Total 937”. The circulation of novels in 1838 was 9438 volumes as against 5557 
volumes of General Literature”. 


Rules Regarding Circulation 


The Curators were empowered to withdraw from circulation any book at their discretion. Books 
belonging to Fort William College were not subject to lending at any time in the history of the Library. 
These books were bound by the bestbinder in Calcutta in 1849, viz., Mr. Martin of Cossitollah (Bentinck 
Street). He charged Rs. 2790-8-0 for rebinding 1,295 volumes. The Government of India sanctioned the 
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cost of rebinding, after the books were examined by Under-Secretary Seton-Karr. The conditions imposed 
by the Government for sanctioning the cost of rebinding were: 


as The Government books hereafter shall be kept separately from all other books in some 
apartment of the Library appropriated for them so as to be readily inspected at any moment by any 
person deputed by Government for that purpose. 


2. Anew cataloguc of these shall be made out, which of them, if any, have lost, since they were deposited in 
the Calcutta Public Library. 

3. The value of such as have been so lost shall be made good to Government” 

Grant, Secretary to Govt. dated 18th August 1849). 


(from the letter of J.P. 


Reference works like encyclopaedias, dictionaries, unbound volumes of newspapers, valuable 
illustrated works and rare books were not circulated without special leave of the Curators/Council”. The 
number of plates in every valuable illustrated work was counted and written on its title page and a special 
receipt was obtained from the borrower for the plates when it was lent out. Proprictors and subscribers were 
not allowed to borrow books without giving notice to the Librarian and the offending parties were fined at 
the rate of Rs. 10 foreach volume so taken”. 


Proprictors and subscribers were required to return the books directly to the library. They were not to 
exchange books amongst themselves. Anyone receiving a book otherwise than from the Library was 
deemed to have stolen it. All claims for books, catalogues, library books, etc, were realised by legal means, 
if not paid on application, and borrowers allowing such claims to remain unpaid, were treated as 
defaulters”. 


The lending department” of the Library functioned from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Books were put into paper 
covers, if time permitted, before their issue on which the number of days allowed for their perusal was 
written”. 


Those who were entitled to borrow books had to do so by producing their Library Book”. This 
procedure was introduced by the Curators during the days of J.E.D. Bethune in 1849. The Library Book, it 
seems, contained four columns for: (i) Date, (ii) Press mark, (iti) Title and (iv) signature. The borrower had 
to write the title of the work in column 3; other columns being filled in by the Librarian or his assistants. 
Such entries were deemed as receipts for books delivered and returned, unless excepted against by the 
parties concerned within two days. The Library Book (price 4 Annas) contained the name of the member 
(proprietor/subscriber) on the first page written by himself/herself. These Library Books were to be kept in 
the custody of the Members and left with the Librarian annually in December for a reasonable period for 
adjustment of accounts. 


Members taking out books personally were required to acknowledge their entries in the Library Day 
Book. Such books, as well as those sent out to order, were entered in the Library Books when they next came 
to hand. 


The Library received several letters from parties in the mofussil as far distant as Moulmcin (Burma), 
requesting to be admitted as subscribers, but as the circulation, in 1849, was limited to Calcutta and its 
vicinity, the Curators were obliged to refuse their application”. Later when railway communication was 

_established, books were sent to any part of India. Members of the Library were given the facility of 
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borrowing books by Courier Service at their expense and risk within a radius of 16 miles of Calcutta; 
Chinsurah and Hooghly being included in its limit”. They were also required to pay collection charges of 
any book detained by the subscribers beyond the stipulated time”. The circulation figures of the Calcutta 
Public Library from 1836 to 1892-93 are given in Table 8 in order to avoid overlapping of the subject of 
subscription and circulation. 


Table 8 
CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY: CIRCULATION OF BOOKS, 1836-1893 
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1876. i 166 | 1654 |338 | 24,963 | 4925 9525 | 10463 | 584-0-0 
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22,474 402-0-0 

26,656 355-0-0 (forl5 
months) 

24,752 392-0-0 (for 12 
months) 

28,155 382-0-0 (for 12 





months) 


Note 1. Figures for 1836-1845 are taken from Calcutta Review, vol. V1, July—Dec. 1846 which reproduced the statistics given in 
the 1846 catalogue of the Library. 
Note 2. Figures for 1848—1872 are taken from Rogers Committee Report, 1873 (Finances of the Calcutta Public Library. Report of 
the Sub-committee appointed on the 10th Feb. 1873, p. 37) 

- Note 3. The slight fall off in the circulation of books in 1869 may be accounted for by the closure of the library for a week in 
consequence of the repairs and several book-cases having remained covered over for sometime for the same reason. 
Note 4. Fall in the number from 201 (1871) to 177 (1872) due to strict enforcement of Rule 27 — Arrear subscription. 
Note 5. Figures from 1874 to 1892-93 are compiled by the author from various Annual Reports of the Library. 


Before moving on from the subject of Circulation, let us see how the Calcutta Public Library tackled 
the problem of abstraction of plates and other acts of vandalism. 


VANDALISM 


There are some perennial problems faced by libraries all over the world such as abstraction of plates, 
mutilation, disfigurement by marking, etc. These acts of vandalism are sure to remain with libraries unless 
people are taught to handle books before they are admitted to the facilities of reading. ‘There may still be 
some veterans in Calcutta who will recollect this Library (i.e., the Calcutta Public Library) which was 
accommodated in the Metcalfe Hall and which contained the original first editions of WAVERLEY and 
DAVID COPPERFIELD and PRIDE AND PREJUDICE. Many of the books had parted company from 
their bindings: and although they were disfigured by a heavy black stamp which gave them the appearance 
of a branded sheep or “waler” horse, the precaution did not save the priceless copy of James Augustus 
Hicky’s BENGAL GAZETTE from mutilation, for the page containing the account of the duel between 
Hastings and Francis has been cut out,’ noted the Editor of the Bengal Past & Present, in his Editor’s 
Notebook of volume 36, serial numbers 71-72, for July-December 1928. By that time the Imperial Library 

. had left Metcalfe Hall for Esplanade East where the Calcutta Public Library had its first home in the lower 
apartments of Dr. F.P. Strong, the Surgeon to the Suburbs of Calcutta. 
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The problem of abstraction of plates and pages was one that the Curators of the Calcutta Public 
Library had to tackle almost from the very inception of the institution on account of the Open Access system 
in the beginning and lending of books to different grades of subscribers. The very first printed Annual 
Report (1847-48) of the Library available to us makes this observation: 


“The practice of abstracting plates and woodcuts, mutilating books and scribbling on the pages, notes 

and improper remarks, is indeed a subject of sincere regret. It is injurious to the Library and reflects 
discredit on the proprietors, but attention having been directed to the discovery of the parties who indulge in 
such practices, the Curators trust, they will be discontinued, otherwise the executive will be under the 
painful necessity of reporting the names of the offenders. Another evil practice of frequent occurrence has 
been observed, with regret, in the Newspaper Reading Room, namely the tearing of the old Nos. of 
Newspapers from the file, instead of loosening the string and taking them out. The Curators hope, this 
practice will suffice to prevent the recurrence of this hasty and injurious way of unfiling newspapers in 
future”” 
In consequence of the abstraction of books, their mutilation and disarrangement caused by the 
indiscriminate admission of persons into the Library, the Curators in 1849 thought it proper to have the 
arched doorways of the great Hall of Metcalfe Hall closed by rails. Nobinchunder Gangooly of Shibpur, 
across the Hooghly river, was caught red-handcd in abstracting plates in 1850. He was prosccuted by the 
authorities of the Calcutta Public library, but they could not get a conviction for him. Let us read the details 
from the Annual Report of 1850: ‘On the 6th April last the Curators had information that one Nobinchunder 
Gangooly of Secbpoor had abstracted several books from the Library. He was a 3rd class subscriber from 
January to July 1850. He used to visit the Library sometimes himself, and sometimes sent several of his 
brethren to select and take books for him. Since 3rd May 1849 he discontinued coming here or sending for 
books. The order prohibiting admission into the Library, which has since been rescinded in favour of 
proprictors and subscribers was passed on the 11th July 1849. The Curators used their best endeavours to 
make an example of this offender. They regret that, although they incurred some expense, they failed to 
have him convicted. The Curators are however indebted to Baboo Herambochunder Chowdry, a student of 
the Senior Department of he Hindu College, for the assistance rendered by him in this prosecution” 


Nobinchunder Gangooly was fortunate in going scot-free, but Denonauth Mookerjee seemed bent on 
going to Harinbari. ‘On the 24th July 1850 one Denonauth Mookerjee was detected in the Library Rooms, 
stealing some newspapers. On the following day he was tried at the Calcutta Police (Court), and sentenced 
to two wecks’ imprisonment in the Common Jail. The Curators are happy to state that this has produced a 
salutary effect as no newspapers have since been abstracted”. . 


In 1854 the Curators had brought to their notice several volumes, leaves from which had been torn 
out. Unfortunately they could not discover the perpetrator of this heinous crime. The members of the 
Library staff were urged to keep an eye on such vandals for detection and prevention of such mutilation in 
future”. The disgraceful practice of abstracting pages from books having been brought to the notice of the 
Curators, they passed the following bye-law, which they hoped would prevent the recurrence of the evil. 
“No person should be permitted to take a book from the shelves to read without notice to the Librarian, to 
enable him to have its title and name of the borrower entered in a book”. A bye-law was passed in 1859 to 
the effect that a party borrowing an illustrated work will give special receipt for it as to the number of plates 
after satisfying himself of its correctness, and this receipt will be returnable when the work is sent back”. 
The rules of the Library were not stringent to prevent mutilation of the books. The only Rule that was 
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applicable before 1848 was this, “Rule 18th. Any book found, on return to the Library, to be damaged, shal! 
be withdrawn from circulation until examined by the Curators, and the particular imperfection shall be 
notified in a conspicuous part of the book before it is issuable; and the person in whose custody such book 
was when such damage occurred, shall be answerable to the Curators for such sum as they may determine to 
be necessary to repair the same”. 


Valuable illustrated books were not subject to lending without special leave of the Book Committee 
in 1900 and in the event of permission to issue them, “the number of plates ... were to be counted and 
written on its title page, and a special receipt for the number of plates was taken from the borrower. 
Members borrowing such illustrated works must satisfy themselves as to the number of plates contained in 
them before they grant receipts. If any such books be returned to the Library in a torn or mutilated state, the 
Book Committee shall decide whether the member so returning shall be obliged to pay for a fresh copy 
thereof”, said the Rule™. 


The practice of making obscene remarks and pencil notes” in the Library books was brought to the 
notice of the Curators in 1861. “The Curators were unable to discover the writers of them, but if they could 
have been detected, a severe example would have been made of them. This is the first offence of the kind 
since the establishment of the Library in 1835, and the Curators sincerely hope that it will not be committed 
again, the more especially as this serious determination to bring the offender of this nature to punishment is 
now made known. The Curators are obliged to the Press for the aid rendered in this matter. The Curators 
take this opportunity of deprecating the practice of making notes on the periodicals and books belonging to 
the Library. If after this warning, notes be still made, the party so offending will be required under Bye-law 
23rd to pay a fine of one-rupee for every note or mark so made, or pay for the marked work”, the Annual 
Report for 1861 stated”. The bye-laws of the Library (1850) in this respect are quoted below: 

“24. Proprietors, subscribers, and readers are prohibited from writing or making notes, in any of 
the books belonging to the Library. 

“25. Any person infringing the 24th Bye-law shall pay a fine of one Rupee for every note or mark 
so made, or in the option of the Curators may be required to take the marked book and 
provide another copy for the use of the Library at his own expense.” 


Members detaining the Library books beyond the stipulated time were liable to pay their prices for 
purchase of new copies for the accommodation of other members and in default of payment, they were 
suspended from their privileges as proprietors/subscribers’. The Library was a trust property and the 
beneficiaries were not only the proprictors and subscribers, but also the public at large as it was open to 
anyone who was desirous of reading books within its walls. The legal position of the Library was fortified 
by the Curators by registering it under the then existing laws. 


REGISTRATION OF THE LIBRARY 


The Curators of the Calcutta Public Library were eager to make the institution a legal entity since its 
inception. The first attempt to make the Library a Public Trust was made in 1835 at the very first public 
meeting for the establishment of the Library on 31 August 1835 by the appointment of a Provisional 
Committee consisting of Messrs. J. Bell, W.P. Grant and James Prinsep to prepare a draft of the Trust Deed™ 
for the constitution of the proposed institution. Bell was a trustee of the Agri-Horticultural Society, Prinsep 
the Secretary of the Asiatic Society and Grant, Master of Equity in the Supreme Court. They were, 
therefore, very competent people with long practical experience in running scientific institutions. 
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Unfortunately the death of J. Bell (on 16 November 1838) and departure of James Prinsep (on 8 November 
1838 for England and his eventual death on 22 April 1840) prevented the Library from making a Trust Deed. 
However, printed Rules giving the constitution of the Library were issued from 1 840 onwards, if not earlier. 
The rules of the Library issued in 1855 and 1900 are very valuable documents from the point of view of 
Library Science. ; 


The Curators applied in 1850 to Government of India for a Charter of Incorporation” or for an Act 
allowing the proprietors to sue and to be sued in the name of the Curators for the time being. In the 
meanwhile, in accordance with a resolution” passed at a special meeting convened on 5 May 1851, an 
application was made to the Supreme Court for the Registration of the Library under Act XLII of 1850. The 
order was made on 14 June 1851. In terms of the Act, two Auditors were appointed and a Memorial of the 
proprietors and officers as well as a copy of the statement of receipts and disbursements for 1851 were filed 
in the Supreme Court of Judicature of Fort William in Bengal in Equity when the following Certificate was 
issued: 


VICTORIA, BY THE GRACE OF GOD OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN And 
Ireland, Queen defender of the Faith and so forth. 


In the matter of the Calcutta Public Upon Reading a petition of the Hon’ble 
Library a Joint Stock Company associ- John Elliot Drinkwater Bethune, George 
ated for Litcrary Purposes. Turnbull Marshall, and Willis Earle, three of the 


Proprietors or shareholders and the present Committee of the Curators of the Calcutta Public Library, an 
affidavit of Peary Chand Mittra sworn this fourteenth day of June instant and from several exhibits there- 
unto annexed, marked with letters A.B.C. and D all filed this day, it is ordered that the Calcutta Public 
Library be registered under the style of the “Calcutta Public Library” as a Company established for literary 
purposes, which does not carry on business for the pecuniary benefit of the Proprietors and shareholders 

-and it is further ordered that the Hon’ble John Elliot Drinkwater Bethune Esq., Major George Turnbull 
Marshall, Willis Earle Esq. and Baboo Peary Chand Mittra be registered as registered officers of the said 
Company under the provisions of the Act No. 43 of one thousand eight hundred and fifty and it is further 
ordered that an annual meeting of the said Company be held in each year in the month of January on such 
day and hour as the Secretary thereof shall from time to time by public advertisement appoint at the rooms 
of the said Company. 


Witness Sir Lawrence Peel Knight, Chief Justice at the Fort William aforesaid the 
fourteenth day of June in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty one 
W. Macnaghten Register. 

(Atrue Copy). A. Belchambers, Deputy Register 

Marshall Attomey”. 


The registration of the Library under the Companies Act of 1850 involved too many formalities 
which the Curators wanted to do away with and accordingly an application was made on 23 February 1852 
to the Government of India for a separate Act for scientific, literary and charitable institutions. The 
Government of India took time, and the library, with the advice of J. Graham (Acting Advocate General) a 
representation was made to the Government praying that ‘a provision be made that all literary, Scientific, 
Charitable, Educational and other Associations formed, not with the view of trade and gain, should be 
registered as in the case of other companies, but it should be sufficient for them to file annually a copy of 
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their Printed Report, and that the other provisions of the Act should be declared inapplicable to such 
cases””’, 


_ The Act XXI of 1860, entitled ‘An Act for the Registration of Literary, Scientific and Charitable 
Societies’, was passed in May 1860 by the Legislature by the persistent petitions of the Calcutta Public 
Library. The Annual Report for 1860 had the following grievance against this Act: “The preceding annual 
reports will show the efforts made by the Committee from time to time for an Act of this nature, and though 
under its provisions much unnecessary trouble and expense, consequent on filing of memorials, &c. are 
saved, yet Section V has not been so modified as to authorize distinctly ‘the General Treasury to issue and 
renew Government Promissory Notes in the name of the governing body of the Society for the time being 
upon applications backed by certificates being made to that effect”’. If the Section in question be really 
construed, the Curators will take the matter into their consideration”. The Library was registered under Act 
XXI of 1860 in 1871. 


_In accordance with the opinion of C.C. Macrae (Charles Colin Macrae, Clerk of the Crown, High 
Court of Calcutta and one of the Proprietors of the Library), the Committee of Curators, passed a resolution 
at a Special Meeting of the Proprietors of the Library, convened on 15 August 1871, and an application was 
made to the Registrar of Joint Stock Companies, Calcutta, for registration of the Library, under Act XXI of 
1860. The Certificate™ as to the registration applied for, under date 23 August 1871, granted by that office, is 
reproduced here: 


No. 77 
In the Office of the Registrar of Joint Stock Companies 
in the matter of the Calcutta Public Library. 


I do hereby certify that, pursuant to Act XXI of 1860 of the Legislative Council of India, entitled an 
Act for the registration of Literary, scientific and charitable Societies, Memorandum of Association, a copy 
of the proceedings of the Special General Meeting held on the 15th August, 1871 and a printed Copy of the 
rules of the Calcutta Public Library have been, this day, filed and registered in my office, pursuant to the 
provisions of the said Act, dated this twenty-third day of August one thousand eight hundred and seventy- 


one. 
Memorandum of Fees 
Rs. A.P. 
For Registering the Library .. - Ee 30-0-0 
Total Rs. 50-0-0 


Rupees Fifty only. 


(Sd) C.M. CHATTERJEA 
Registrar of Joint Stock Companies. 


The registration of the Calcutta Public Library made the institution a legal entity and amenable to the 
laws of the land and cleared the hurdles in transferring it to the Government when the time came. 
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Notes And References 


Calcutta Monthly Journal (=CMD) for October 1835, p. 282 reproduced from the Englishman. 
CM53, Dec. 1835, p. 336 from Hurkaru. 


CMJ, Dec. 1835, p. 337. 


CM53, April 1836, p. 100 from Hurkaru. The names of Dr. F.P. Strong, first and only Honorary Proprietor of the Calcutta 
Public Library, W.P. Grant, Dr. Joshua Marshman. C.E. Trevelyan, J. Kyd, Col. Dunlop and Russomoy Dutt were proposed 
by Dr. Marshman, and seconded by Col. Beatson, but on the amendment of Sir E. Ryan, seconded by Mr Cameron, the 
number was reduced to three. Those named here were elected by a majority of votes. Sir Edward Ryan wanted a small 
committee in the infancy of the institution so that decisions were taken quickly. 


These are taken from the printed Rules of the Library for 1840 (Bengal Almanac for 1841, pp. 463-67), 1848 (Bengal 
Directory and Register.1848, pp. 91-94), Bengal Almanac for 1850 (pp. 517-522), 1852 (-do- pp. 551-555), 1855 (issued by 
the Library; Sanders, Cones & Co., Cossitollah, 8 pages) and 1900 (issued by the Library and printed at the New Britannia 
Press, Calcutta, 11 pages). 


“Finances of the Calcutta Public Library - Report of the Sub-Committee appointed on the 10th February 1873” (Calcutta: 
Office of the Supdt., Govt. Printing, 1873), 43 pages, Paras 52, 53 and 55. 


Para 53 of Rogers Committee Report (as above). 


Report on the Calcutta Public Library with Appendix/ Appendices issued annually by the Library (=CPL Annual Report) for 
1873. 


There is a road named after him in Bhowanipore, Calcutta. See P.T. Nair’s History of Calcutta Streets. 
Alexander Mackenzie (future Lt.-Governor of Bengal) had become a proprictor by purchase of a lapsed share in 1873. 
See under Deb in Buckland’s Dictionary of Indian Biography. Died on 20 March 1903. 


M.L. Sircar (2 November 1833—23 February 1904), founder of the Indian Association for the Cultivation of Science. Sec 
Buckland’s Dictionary and his Bengal Under the Lieutenant Governors, vol. II, pp. 1065-1067. 


Rules I], 1] and V of 1900. 


The Imperial Library (Indentures Validation) Act, 1902, does not mention the name of the Calcutta Municipal Corporation 
though Maharajah Narendra Krishna signed the Indenture as Vice-President of the Calcutta Public Library. The Thacker s 
Indian Directory of 1902, p. 368, listed the Maharajah as the President. In 1901 W.R. Bright, 1.C.S., Chariman of the 
Calcutta Municipal Corporation was the President. This leads us to the conclusion that the Corporation had withdrawn from 
management of the Library in 1902. CPL Annual reports for 1893-1902 are not available for consulation. R.T. Greer, I.C.S., 
Chairman of the Municipal Corporation, was the intermediary between Sir John Woodburn, Lietuenant-Governor and Lord 
Curzon for the transfer. 


CM3, Oct. 1835, p. 280. 
CMJ, Oct. 1835, p. 282. 


CMJ, Dec. 1835, p. 336. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


“21. 
22. 


23. 


24. 


25. 


26. 


27. 


28. 


29. 


30. 


31. 


32 


- 33. 


CM3J, Feb. 1837, p. 106. 
Bengal Hurkaru, 6 March 1839; CMJ, March. 1839, p. 143. 
Rules, 9 to 14, 1840. Printing mistakes corrected. 


Rules XX11 and V of 1900. 


Meeting of 6 August 1836. Resolution 4.CMJ, September 1836, p. 370. 


CMS, April 1836, p. 100. 

CMJ, April 1836, pp. 100-101. 

CPLAnnual Report for 1848, pages XV-XVIII. 
CPL Annual Report for 1852, p. 2. 

ibid. 

CPLAnnual Report for 1865, pp. 5-6. 
CPLAnnual Report for 1866, pp. 20-21. 
“Finances ...” As in No. 6 above. 

CPL Annual Report for 1875, p. 7. 


CPLAnnual Report for 1888, p. 6. 
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CPL Annual Report for 1886. Appendix B, pp. vii-viii. Supplemented from reports up to 1892-1893. It is not understood 
why the names of (1) Earl of Auckland, (2) J. Caw, (3) Sir H. Fane, 4A.S. Gladstone, 5 Col. W.S. Beatson, 6 R.H. Cockerell, 
7 W.K. Ewart, and 8 T. Fergusson mentioned in the Annual Report were not included in list of 1886. At the sme time the 
names of Metcalfe, Macaulay and others mentioned in the report are included. The number of transferable shares reverted to 
the Library till 1873 was 48, out of which 16 were sold (CPL Annual Report for 1873). The names of Conoylall Tagore, 
1853, John Allan, 1859, T. Dickens, 1859, J. Gifford, 1860, D.M. Gordon, 1860, and S. Guppy, 1860 who held transferable 
shares are omitted here. The omission of the names of Lord Dalhousie, 1882, Earl of Mayo, 1872, W.H. Terrancau. 1872, 
William Anderson, 1872, George Smith, 1880, Lord Northbrook, 1882 and Capt. W. Smith, 1882 were perhaps due to their 


holding life-shares only. 


34&35. CMJ, October 1835, p. 280. 


36. 
37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 


41. 


CMJ for October 1835, p. 278. 


Rules for Circulation No. 8 of 1840; Rule 9th adopted on 8 March 1835 (CMJ, April 1836, p. 199) 


CMJ. December 1835, p. 336. 
CMJ, January 1836, pp. 48-49. 


CMJ, February 1837, p. 106. 


Compiled from CMJ, March, April, June, July, August and December, 1837, pp. 292, 387, 454, 563 & 817 respectively. 
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42. 


43. 


45, 
46. 
47. 
48. 
49. 
50. 
51. 
52. 
53. 
54. 
55. 
56. 
57. 
58. 
59. 
60. 
61. 
62. 


63. 
65. 
- 66. 


67. 
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CM5J, January 1838, pp. 30-31 had given the names of George Plowden, N. Alexander, H.M. Shand, C.K. Robison and J. 
Chalcraft as new subscribers and Capt. Beaty, H.M. Pigou, Capt. Peirece, E.B. Gleeson and J.S. Stopford who had 
discontinued subscriptions, 


CMJ, July 1838, pp. 306-307. 


CM3J, March 1839, pp. 142-143. The number of subscribers for 1839 was up to March only as it is mentioned in the report 
that “there are”. 


CPL Annual Report for 1849. 
CPLAnnual Report for 1850, pp.6-7. 

CPLAnnual Report for 1851, pp. 18-19. 

CPLAnnual Report for 1857, pp.12-13. 

CMJ, December 1835, p. 336. 

CPLAnnual Report for 1865, Appendix E. 

CPL Annual Report for 1857, p. 11. 

CPLAnnual Report for 1857, p. 14. 

CPL Annual Report for ! 862, p. 8. 

CPL Annual Report for 1865, pp.9-10. 

CPL Annual Report for 1871, p. 11. 

Rogers Committee Report (“Finances ... "as in No. 6 above) Para 15, 3rd clause. 
Rogers Committee Report, Para 16. 

Rogers Committee Report, Para 28. 

Rogers Committee Report, para 32 (page 14) for table. Sce also Circulation fi gures for 1836-1893 presented licreafter. 
Rogers Committee Report, pp. 14-15. 

Rule 23 of 1900. 

CPL Annual Report for 1872, pp. 8-9, 

CMJ, April 1836, p. 146. 

CM3J, June 1836, p. 242. 

CMG, February 1837, p. 106. 

Englishman, 10 August, 1837; CMJ, August 1837, pp. 563. 


CMJ, January 1838, pp. 30-31. 


68. 
69, 
70. 
7k. 
72. 
73. 
74. 
75. 
76. 
77. 
78. 
79. 
80. 
8I. 
82. 
83. 
84. 
85. 


86. 


87. 
88. 


89. 


91. 


92. 


CMJ, March 1839, p. 143 (Hurkaru, March 6, 1839). 


CPL Annual Report for 1849. 

Rule 45 of 1855. 

Circulation Rule 16th of 1840; Rule 46 of 1855. 
Rules 47 & 48, 1855. 

Bye-law 2 of 1848. 

Bye-law 7 of 1851. 

Bye-laws 12, 13, 14,15 & 16 0f 1851. 

CPL Annual Report for 1849. 

Bye-laws 17 & 18,1851. 

Bye-law 17 of 1851. 


CPLAnnual Report for 1847-58, p. 6. 
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CPL Annual Report for 1850, pp. 7-8. The prosecution cost the Library Rs. 210-0-0 vide Balance Sheet. 


CPLAnnual Report for 1850, p. 8. 
CPL Annual Report for 1854, p. 12. 
CPLAnnual Report for 1857, p. 9. 
CPL Annual Report for 1859, p. 8. 


Rule XLV of 1900. 


Before the introduction of fountain-pens and ball-pens of these days. People had to carry their ink-stands and quills in those 


days, Lead pencils were then much in demand. 


CPL Rule 17th of 1836. Bye-law 17th of 1840, Rule 44th of 1855 and Rule XLIV of 1900 in this respect. 


See Rule 17th of 1836, Bye-law 17th of 1840, Rule 40th of 1852, Rule 44th of 1855 and Rule XLIV of 1900 in this respect. 


CMJ, October 1835, p. 281. Rule 2 of 1840 stated that the property of the Library is vested in Trustees for the benefit of 
shareholders and Curators were the trustees. Subsequent Rules (2 of 1848, 1852, 1855 and of 1900, etc.) also stated the same 
fact. When the Municipality joined the management of the Library, the property of the Library was vested in Trustees not 


only forthe Proprietors but also for the rate-payers of Calcutta. 


CPL Annual Report for 1850, p. 23. 
CPL Annual Report for 1851, pp. 6-7. 


CPL Annual Report for 1851, pp. 6-7. 
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CPL Annual Report for 1857, pp 9-10 The Select Committee of the Governor-Gencral's Legislative Council in its Report, 
dated 30” May 1857, made the following observations on the communication of the Calcutta Public Library “Withreference to 
the communication from the Curators of the Calcutta Public Library, and the papers noted in the margin, which have reference 
to the subject of the Bill, we have the honor to report that, although the Bill at present contains nothing to exclude Literary, 
Charitable and other like Associations from tts operation, yet, that many of its provisions are unnecessary 1f not mapplicable to 
Associations not having gain or profit for their obyect We think that a separate Bill should be introduced for the formation of 
such Societies of this class as may not desire to come under the provisions of this Bill” (Annual Report of CPL, 1857, p-10) 
The Curators again addressed the Legislature for a separate Act 


CPLAnnual Report for 1860, pp 5-6 


5 


TRANSFER TO GOVERNMENT 


The finances of the Calcutta Public Library were coming under strain on account of the grant of 
extravagant privileges to the members and growing commitment to the public. The Library was building up 
a collection of standard works in all departments of literature and reference works on India by destabilizing 
its finances. The Rogers Committee had found in 1873 “that the purchase of books do not conform with the 
tastes of subscribers'”. The Library was spending more on reference works on India when the subscribers 
were clamouring for more books classed Fiction. There was considerable erosion from the Library's 
reserve funds by increasing expenditure on services to the readers, not necessarily the institution’s 
subscribers. Subscriptions received from the members were the main and in fact the only source of income 
for the library as Proprietors were exempt from payment once they acquired a share. Building up of reserve 
funds by investment in Government securities was not properly taken care of, leading to financial 
instability. 


There was steady investment in Government securities upto 1866, after which it declined. Prince 
Dwarkanath Tagore, as we have already seen in Chapter I, was the first to make a donation of Rs. 500 for 
making the Library a viable institution. The creation of proprietary rights by sale of shares did away with 
raising funds by secking donations from philanthropists. Manuk Malcolm Manuk, an Armenian merchant 
of Calcutta, paid Rs. 1000 to the Library in January 1837 as a donation. The suggestion for creating a Vested 
Fund for the Library came from Mr. R. Walker, supported by Col. W.S. Beatson as we read in the 
Proceedings of the Library meeting of 18 January 1837: “Proposed by Mr. Walker, and seconded by Col. 
Beatson, that Mr. Manuk’s liberal offer of 1000 Rs. be invested in Public Securities, and that it be 
recommended to the Proprictors, and those interested in the success of the Library to contribute to the 
augmentation of a Fund to be so secured, the interest only to be applied to the support of the Library: the 
principal sum not to be sold out or otherwise disposed of, without the approbation of a General Meeting of 
the Proprictors and subscribers. Unanimously carried”. 


Proprietors and promoters from the beginning gave proper attention to raising a Reserve Fund’ for 
the stability ofthe Library as we find the following contributions to such a Furid in March 1837: 


M.M. Manuk, Esq. 1000 
Right Hon’ble Lord Auckland, GC.B. 200 
Baboo Dwarkanath Tagore 200 
Hon’ ble Sir E. Ryan, Kt. 100 
Hon'ble Sir J.P. Grant, Kt. 100 
Col. W.S. Beatson 50 
W.P. Grant, Esq. 50 
W. Earle, Esq. 50 


Contributions to the Reserve Funds of the Library were invited from the busincss community on 4 
March 1837 by issuing an appcal as proposed by John Bell and seconded by Dr. A.R. Jackson’. 


“Proposed by Mr. Bell, and seconded by Dr. Jackson, and carried unanimously, that with reference 
‘to the few opportunities enjoyed by men in business to watch of even to gain an outline of the Proceedings of 
this infant institution, for the successful establishment of which upon a sound foundation all must be 


149 


ORIGIN OF THE NATIONAL LIBRARY OF INDIA 


anxiously interested, that a copy of the rates and rules of admission as proprietors and subscribers be 
circulated with subscription books as well for contributions to the Vested Fund as for the admission of new 
proprietors and subscribers among such members of the community as the Curators may deem expedient, 
with a note as follows:- 


ToA.B. Esq. 


Sir, — Upwards of .. months have now elapsed since the formation of this Library without having the 
benefit of your name on the list of proprietors or subscribers. 


Feeling assured that the claims of such an institution to public support need only be brought 
prominently forward to engage your attention, we beg to submit a copy of our rules and rates of 
admission. 


In doing this we eamestly entreat you to consider that although your time may not allow you either to 
take at present any active part in its operation or draw largely upon the literary resources, you can 
render a most important service by contributing towards its solid establishment and future support, 
and we confidently hope that you will at least afford this testimony of the interest you feel in the 
prosperity of a public depository of knowledge and recreation which to every individual at some 
time or other must prove useful. 


Weare, &c. 
CURATORS. 
The Library raised Rs. 10,132/- for the Vested Fund’ till 1847 and the names of contributors are 
given below: 
Rs. Rs. 

M.M. Manuk 1,000 Prosonno Coomar Tagore 50 
The Earl Auckland 200 Aushootosh Dey 25 
Dwarkanauth Tagore 200 Gopaul Loll Tagore 25 
W. Earle 50 Hon’ble C.H. Cameron 100 
Sir J.P. Grant 100° H. Cowie 25 
Col. W.S. Beatson 50 W.J. Twentyman 20 
J.F. Leith 16 W.Carr 100 
W.P. Grant 50 W.K. Ewart 50 
Rev. W.Fisher 20 J. Lyall 25 
J.M. Macleod 100 C.C. Egerton 50 
T.B. Macaulay 100 J.T.D. Cameron 20 
Rustomjee Cowasjee 100 Col. Morrison 100 
J.S.B. Scott 16 A. Amos 100 
R. Walker 16 W.W. Bird 100 
Bishop of Calcutta 100 T. Robertson 100 
Sir B. Malkin 100 C.G Mansell 50 
T.H. Gardiner 30 W. Byrne 10 
Dr. A.R. Jackson 16 J.H. Stocqueler 10 
Dyce Sombre 500 Radhamadhub Banerjee 25 
R.J. Dring 10 Sir H.W. Seton 100 
W.D.H. Ochme 16 Sir Lawrence Peel 100 
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R.W. Allan 
Goroochurn Sain .- 
J.B. Higginson 

C.Ley 

D. Macdonald 

J. Beardsmore 

J.R. Colvin 

Sir E. Ryan 

Cony Loli Tagore 
Brojonauth Dhur 

J.W. Shearman 
Pearymohun Chowdry 
T.C. Morton 

M.S. Staunton 
Rammanauth Tagore , 
R.T. Howe 

Raja Narendra Krishna 
J. Allan, 2nd donation 
A.de H. Larpent 

J. Beckwith 

G. Gillanders 

M. Gladstone 
Ramgopaul Ghose 

W. Earle, (2nd donation) 
T. Holroyd 

C. Terry 

R. Smith 

W. Deans 

M/s Ostell & Lepage 
M/s Thacker & Co. 
GR. Robinson 

D.M. Gordon 

W.H. Smoult 

F. Bailey 

H.W. Lake 

W.P. Grant, (3rd donation) 
Mrs. W.P. Grant 

C. Morley, (2nd donation) 
Rev. J. Charles 

J.S. Stopford 

PS. D’Rozario 
Trannauth Chatterjee 
G, May 

E.P. Griffiths 


H.H. Nawab Nazim of Bengal 
Radhamadhub Banerjee, (2nd donation) 100 


C.H. Salter 


100 
100 
50 
100 
50 
50 
100 
32 
50 
50 
50 
32 
25 
100 
20 
200 
100 
50 
25 
100 
25 
2 
25 


50 
500 


J.H. Stocqueler 
J. Hastie 

J. Allan 

Jessop &Co. 

J. Lyall 

C. Tucker 

W.P. Grant, (2nd donation) 
J. Small 
Hon’bleF. Millet 

T.H. Maddock 
J.W. Shearman 
E.C. Newcomen 
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16 
16 
20 
30 
50 
50 
500 
10 
50 
100 
20 
100 


Dwarkanauth Tagore, (2nd donation) 100 
Jessop & Co., (2nd donation) 40 
Hemnauth Roy & Hureenarain Roy 16 
Pearymohun Chowdry, (2nd donation) 20 


Sir W. Seton, (2nd donation) 100 
Brojonauth Dhur, (2nd donation) 50 
E. D’Cruz, (2nd donation) 16 
J. Church 32 
S. Smith 50 
M.S. Sandes 50 
Hon’ble F. Millet 100 
Hon’ble L. Peel, (2nd donation) 200 
J. Pattle 100 
Sir J.P. Grant, (2nd donation) 200 
PJ. Paul 50 
F.J. Leith, (2nd donation) 100 
T.H. Maddock, (2nd donation) 200 
C.C. Egerton, (2nd donation) 50 
E,. Ryder 100 
C.H. Kerr 16 
H. Holroyd 50 
GH. Higgins 25 
Raja Sutwachum Gosal 100 


Prosonno Coomar Tagore, (2nd donation) 50 


Russomoy Dutt 


20 


Hon’ble W.W. Bird, (2nd donation) 25 


Raja Radhacant Deb 25 
Ramsabuck Mullick 25 
C. Tucker 50 
Ausotosh Dey, (2nd donation) 50 
H. Jenkins 10 
W. Kirkpatrick 16 
G. Ashburner 50 
Ramdhone Mitter 25 
Cony Lall Tagore, (2nd donation) 16 


Co.'s Rs.10,132 
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An amount of Rs. 5,250 was subscribed in the meanwhile on account of the proposition of Sir 
Lawrence Peel’. Rs. 100 each were subscribed by : W. Thompson, H. Cowie, Ramgopau! Ghose, G. Udny. J. 
Church, D.M. Gordon, J. Allan, W. Earle, P.S.D.’Rozario, G Morley, Jessop & Co., L. Lyall, J.L. Russell, 
Hon’ble F. Millet. Sir H.W, Seton, F.P. Strong, J.F. Leith, Muttly Loll Seal, Brojonauth Dhur, M.S. 
Staunton, Rustomjee Cowasjee, Major G. T. Marshall, C.C. Egerton, Dwarkanauth Tagore, W. Bracken, H. 
Moore, C. Tucker, Russomoy Dutt, Sir T.M.E. Turton, GA. Bushby, J. Hastie, Hon’ble C.H. Cameron, Rev. 
Di. J. Charles, Pearymohun Chowdry, S. Nicholson, Dr. Vos, J.C. Marshman, J. Pattle, W.P. Grant, 
Rammanauth Tagore. Sir J.P. Grant, R. Jones, J.H. Young, Prosono Commar Tagore, J.R. Mackilligen, 
Executor to the late T. Hyde Gardiner, and Mrs. W.P. Sims (late Mrs. J. Beardsmore). Those who 
contributed less than Rs. 100 each were: R.T. Howe (Rs. 70), J.W. Colville (Rs. 50), J.C. Stewart (Rs. 25), 
and Raja Apurva Krishna Bahadur (Rs. 5) =Total Rs. 5,250/- 


The Library had, by 1848, a Vested Fund of Rs. 15,382/-. Another Rs. 2000/- was received in 
November 1847 asa legacy left by the late Captain Mearing’. There was a progressive rise in the investment 
in Government Securities from 1837 to 1872 after which there was a corresponding decrease’. 


Year Purchase of Value of 
Govt. Securities. Govt. Securities held. 
1849 991 9920 
1852 551 10,420 
1853 2,000 10,500 
1856 881 11,500 
1857 1,000 12,500 
1858 1,000 13,500 
1861 1,013 14,500 
1863 3,447. 18,000 
1865 17,000 
1866 16,500 
1867 16,000 
1868 936 17,000 
1870 16,000 
1872 16,000 


The income from the interest on Government Securities dropped to a mere Rs. 112/- in 1890-91 on 
account of sale of such Vested Funds (1881, 1882 & 1883 — Rs. 520 per annum, 1884 — Rs. 525; 1885 — 
Rs. 469; 1886 — Rs. 303; 1887 — Rs. 234 and 1889 — Rs. 2 14). The sale of securities (Rs. 4929 in 1886, 
Rs. 100! in 1888 and Rs. 4036 in 1891-1892) brought down their value to a mere Rs. 1000/- in the hands of 
the Library. Thus the Library was fully dependent upon subscriptions, the income from which source had 
also dropped to Rs. 5,048 in 1890-1891. The annual Municipal contribution of Rs. 8000 from 1890-1891 to 
1901 was largely spent on purchase of standard works of reference. The establishment charges and building 
repairs (half the share of maintaining Metcalfe Hall) had to be bom at any cost. The Library was, thus, 
passing through a critical period in 1889-1890, but had not discontinued purchasing books and periodicals 
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and paying the establishment regularly, but on a reduced scale. Let the following tables 9 A, B, &C speak 
for us : 


Table 9 
(A) INCOME AND EXPENDITURE OF THE CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY’, 


1849-1890 (In Rupees) 


Year Income Sale of Total Expenditure Purchase Total 
Govt. of Govt. 
Securities. Securities 
1849 12,053 12,053 9,963 991 10,954 
1850 13,112 13,112- 13,441 13,441 
1851 12,846 12,846 13,559 13,559 
1852 17,074 17,074 17,955 551 18,506 
1853 13,087 1,979 15,066 12,537 2,000. 14,537 
1854 12,116 12,116 11,630 11,630 
1855 13,600 13,600 13,171 13,171 
1856 13,195 13,195 12,238 881 13,119 
1857 12,882 12,882 12,667 1,000 . 13,667 
1858 12,913 12,913 11,797 . 1,000 12,797 
1859 12,227 12,227 12,416 12,416 
1860 12,075 12,075 12,140 12,140 
1861 12,646 12,646 11,003 3,447 12,016 
1862 13,176 13,176 12,573 12,573 
1863 14,130 14,130 11,907 15,354 
1864 12,804 12,804 13,190 13,190 
1865 10,918 1,062 11,980 11,535 11,533 
1866 11,529 523 12,052 11,654 11,654 
1867 12,419 528 12,947 13,027 13,027 
1868 10,349 10,349 9,392 936 10,328 
1869 10,059 10,059 9,942 ii 9,942 
1870 11,335 959 12,294 12,820 . 12,820 
1871 11,613 11,613 10,738 . 10,738 
1872 12,273 12,273 12,120 ‘2 12,120 
1873 33 Me a he de if . 
1874 12,401-9-0 11,622-15-4 
1875 9,720-8-9 10,110-13-5 
1878 9,069-1-0 8,735-0-1 
1879 9,031-9-3 9,356-5-10 
1880 10,556-12-6 - 10,085-1-2 
1881 8,472-0-6 8,779-15-0 
1882 9,299-8-6 8,866-8-3 
1883 7,966-5-9 8,587-3-11 
1884 8,777-9-10 9,245-0-0 
1885 7,038-1-10 7,527-11-1 
1886 7,090-11-3 12,561-11-5 
1887 6,752-12-0 6,752-12-0 
1888 6,540-4-5 6,740-2-0 
1889 6,690-2-8 6,767-15-2 
1890-91 25,750-10-1 14,205-14-3%4 
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(B) RECEIPTS OF THE CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY (In Rupees), 1874-1891" 


Year Subscriptions 
including 
Arrears 
1874 
1875 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 7,341 
1882 7,423 
1883 6,947 
1884 6,450 
1885 6,031 
1886 6,351 
1887 6,051 
1888 5,672 
1889 4,829 
1890-91 5,048 


Sale of 
Books & 
Catalogues 


273 
265 
296 
194 
150 
178 
215 
176 
122 
158 


Interest on 
Govt. 
Securities 


520 
520 
520 
525 
469 
303 
234 
234 
214 
112 


Amounts not 


included 
in the Total 


995 
976 
4929 


1001 
4,036 


Miscellaneous 
(Rent from 


Stalls &c.) 


338 
1,092 
203 
609 
388 
259 
253 
4S8 
525 
20,433 


Totai 
(Round 
Figure) 


12,402-0-0 
9,721-0-0 
9,069-0-0 
9,032-0-0 
10,577-0-0 
8,472-0-0 
9,300-0-0 
7,966-0-0 
8,778-0-0 
7,038-0-0 
7,091-0-0 
6,753-0-0 
6,540-0-0 
6,690-0-0 
25,751-0-0 


(C) DISBURSEMENTS OF THE CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY", 1873-1892-1893 (In Rupees) 


Year Establishment Books 


1873 
1874 
1875 
1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 
188] 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890-91 
1891-92 
1892-93 


4362 
4342 
3590 
4038 
4316 
4270 
4275 
4308 
4314 
437) 
4433 
3350 
3394 
3491 

3438 
3452 
4942 
5426 
5441 


Source : Annual Reports of the Library 


154 


Newspapers _Book- 
Bought. & Periodicals binding 
2342 388 
1788 153 
2028 516 
2716 305 
2992 368 
2998 362 
2774 391 
3311 320 
2931 127 295 
3133 14) 251 
2531 123 247 
2595 349 137 
2349 247 85 
4364 264 218 
1891 167 220 
1746 195 333 
1792 162 145 
4123 405 649 
5456 ai 643 
4254 889 


Printing Building Other 
& Advt. & Repair items 
604 és 
3126 2194 

2661 

2672 
1893 ts 
65 434 560 
485 789 656 
585 1594 
420 621 372 
451 547 29 
439 540 336 
539 588 604 
511 642 343 
224 3066 1081 
141 589 231 
159 612 257 
273 769 173 
320 877 2890 
‘3 800 3552 
800 1796 ¥s 


Total 


11,623 
10,111 


8735 
9365 
10,085 
8780 
8867 
8587 
9245 
7528 
12,562 
6753 
4740 
6768 
14,206 
15,877 
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The Calcutta Public Library found itself in a difficult position as it was saddled with expensive 
duties ofa public nature without any public income to support its activities. The commitment of the Library 
to serve all of their literary wants made it obligatory on the part of the authorities to have the requisite 
manpower and accommodation befitting such a place for the metropolis of Calcutta. The scale of the 
establishment could not be curtailed and purchase of books and periodicals for reference and study could 
not be discontinued. As the Library was under the necessity of appropriating a considerable part of its 
income from subscriptions for the maintenance of its public part, it was greatly handicapped in the 
management of its Circulation Department as well. The excessive cost of the establishment for serving the 
interests of the public at large itself laid a strong claim for the Library assistance form the Public Revenues 
as it was really a purely public duty. There was room for improvement in the library services, but in the face 
of financial difficulties the authorities of the Library had to curtail purchase of popular literature for 
attracting more and more subscribers. The affairs of the Calcutta Public Library had reached such a state in 
1880 that without external aid it was difficult, if not impossible, to make it more useful to the public. These 
circumstances forced the Library to seek a monthly grant in aid for its operations in 1880. 


There were some prophets of doom for the Library even in the beginning. They were well-wishers of 
the institution who wanted to see it grow on healthy grounds without external aid. John Bell’, one of the 
Curators, resigned his office in 1838 on this ground as he found the Library in an insolvent position. The 
enlargement of the public service from time to time landed the library in financial straits. 


APPLICATION FOR GRANT-IN-AID 


The warm interest taken by the Government in the diffusion of knowledge among the people of this 
country and on the success of institutions calculated to further that end, induced the Curators (Hon'ble 
J.E.D. Bethune, Major GT. Marshall and Willis Earle) to submit an application to the Deputy Governor” of 
Bengal on 18 July 1849 for pecuniary support to the Calcutta Public Library. The limited resources at the 
command of the Library made it impossible for the authorities to make it more useful to the native 
community of the metropolis. The Government tumed down" the application on 31 July 1849. 


Paucity of funds had compelled the Library from purchasing in 1880 many books which in a 
healthier state of finances should have been procured for the readers. Receipts from subscriptions were 
going down and the Library found it difficult to meet the wishes of the subscribers, not to speak of the 
public. Public libraries in the European countries were subsidised, if not wholly supported, by Government 
or municipal bodies, but in Colonial India, the only library which served people of all parts of the country, 
was allowed to languish by the East India Company’s Government. Finding that the Asiatic Society, the 
Agri-Horticultural Society and other institutions received grants from the Government, the Council of 
Management of the Library submitted an application to the Government of Bengal on 9 March 1880, as in 
the face of fluctuations in Calcutta society and general depression of business it was difficult to add largely 
to the existing stock of books out of the current income of the institution’’. Sir Ashley Eden’, who was 
Patron of the Library and Lt.-Governor of Bengal, visited the Reading Rooms to get himself fully 
acquainted with the problems. The Government thought the establishment of the Library was exccssive and 
the institution was carried on only as a Circulating Library of light literature. The Lt.-Governor was willing 
to support the Library if the Government were given a potential voice in its administration by placing it ina 
small Board consisting of the Director of Public Instruction as President, with two members nominated by 
Government, two by the proprietors and one by the subscribers”. These terms were opposed to the 
fundamental constitution of the Library", which was preserved inviolate since its inception in 1836. The 

_ Statesman” commented upon this event thus : 
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“Sir Ashley Eden has very properly declined to bolster up that effete institution, the Calcutta Public 
Library, with a Government grant unless .the proprietors and subscribers are ‘willing to place the 
management in the hands ofa small Board consisting of the Director of Public Instruction as President, with 
two members nominated by Government, two by the Proprietors, and one by the subscribers’. This 
suggestion, which is a recommendation in itself, the Secretary has been instructed to decline, ‘the Council 
being unable to accept the conclusion at which His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal has arrived, 
especially as regards the management.’ When we analyse the accounts presented by the institution we 
marvel at the position adopted by the Council. 


“Sir Ashley Eden also comments on the quality of the books purchased, to the disparagement of the 
taste displayed by those concerned. Not only are the books badly chosen, but the Catalogue is incomplete. 
The most recent and perfect catalogue, we believe is dated 1855. It is time that the energetic Secretary has 
been ehgaged on the compilation of a new one, but this magnum opus is still in the course of construction. 
We will not dilate upon the management of the institution. Books when required and written for are very 
often either “lost” or ‘out’, and the order is registered, and as far as the applicant is concerned remains 
registered for ever. In order to raise money the Council has apparently hit upon the brilliant idca of hiring 
out part of their compound as an eligible spot for the erection of shops”. The consequence is that the comer 
of Hare Street and the Strand is in a disgraceful condition, a bustee, and not of the most savory kind, having 
sprung into existence, the pathway, not very broad at any time, is now blocked up by the salesmen and their 
constituents. The question is one which the municipal authorities ought to take up, and insist upon the 
removal of this nuisance. We are sorry for the Metcalfe Institution. It has done good work in its day, but now, 
we fear, its days are numbered. There is hope yet, and while it exists the proprictors and subscribers ought to 
make a stir and call upon the Council to reduce the expenditure now Javished upon the establishment and to 
provide a more competent staff to look after the valuable property within its walls””. 


The appeal to the Government for financial support was revived on 23 March 1885 welcoming 
addition of one or two nominees of the Government on the governing body”. The revival the appeal for 
Government grant was made under a scheme submitted by Alexander Mackenzie, one of the Proprictors 
and'then the Home Secretary to the Government”. Before we examine the Mackenzie Scheme, let us find 
out if there has been any decline of the Library in the 1880’s. 


DECLINE OF THE LIBRARY 


James Balckburn Knight, who wrote the Handbook to Calcutta’ in 1875 for the well-known 
publisher, W. Newman & Co. was a Proprietor of the Library from 1867 to 1882. He was C.1.E. and was on 
the Lt.-Governor’s Legislative Council on more than one occasion”. He knew the working of the Library” 
very well and wrote in the Handbook: “The Library has all along been self-supporting, and has made from 
time to time large additions to its stock of books; but since 1872, there has been a great decline of 
subscription which form the chicf support of the Institution. The means for the purchase of books have thus 
been curtailed, and the usefulness of the Institution has been seriously impaired. 


“Being the only Institution of the kind in India, it is largely resorted to by all classes for reading and 
reference, and the number of readers would be no doubt considerably augmented if better arrangements 
could be provided for their accommodation, which the funds of the Library will not at present allow. 


156 


TRANSFER TO GOVERNMENT 


“The Library is supplied with all the Official publications of Government, as well as with the 
Journals and Transactions of most of the Literary and Scientific Societies of Europe, and new publications 
of an interesting and standard character are added every mail; but a large accession of subscribers is needed 
to place the New Book Department on a proper footing.” 


Let us also read what the famous historian of India, Henry Beveridge” has to say about the decline 
of the Calcutta Public Library with which he was associated as a Member of the Council. “It (Calcutta 
Public Library) contains a noble collection of books, but they are practically uncatalogued and many of 
them are mutilated, and many more are in want of binding. Among the curiosities or valuable possessions 
of the Library may be mentioned a volume of apparently the first edition of Bewick’s History of British 
Birds (New Castle, 1787) with his vignettes and tail pieces, and also his general history of Quadrupeds 
(New Castle, 1792), Hobbes De Cive, Amsterdam 1646, and his Leviathan, 1651, the works of George 
Buchanan, the Travels of the ambassadors of Duke of Holstein by Olearius, Howell's State Trials in 33 
volumes and Mr. Hargrave’s, Bradley’s Astronomical Observation, Russell on Indian Serpents, Modern 
Painters by a graduate of Oxford, 1846, William’s account of the Bengal Infantry, Mrs. Fay’s Travels, 
Hicky’s Gazette, Meyrick on ancient armour, Purchas’s Pilgrims, and Churchill’s Voyages, Father Lobo’s 
Voyage to Abyssinia, London, 1735 (apparently Johnson's translation and the first work written by him), 
Merlin’s Repertoire de Jurisprudence in 19 volumes quarto, the immense dictionary of Meninski, many 
volumes on the trial of Warren Hastings, and many rare pamphlets about Indian affairs, Chabot on the 
handwriting of Junius, the voluminous works of Dr. Parr, the trial of Sacheverell, the works of St. Augustine 
in nine folios, and those of St. Chrysostom in thirteen folios”, a translation of Paradise Lost into Italian, and 
another into Dutch, Rousseau’s works in 27 volumes, Letters Edifantes et Curteuses in 24 volumes, Rajah 
Radha Kanth Deb’s Shabda Kalpa-Drum. 


“] cannot vouch for all these books being still in the Library, but I know that many of them are, and 
they are all in the Catalogue. The Library flourished for several years. In 1846 it had15,408 vols”, and in 
1849 these had increased to 17,931 (It is believed that the Library now contains about !,00,000 volumes). 
Of late years, however, it has much fallen off. According to Newman’s Handbook to Calcutta the decline in 
subscriptions was especially marked after 1872. Unfortunately this was all that the Library had to depend 
upon, for the proprietors had subscribers’ privileges, and yet paid no subscription. A subscriber" who 
continued by subscriptions and otherwise was rewarded by being made a proprietor, and henceforth was in 
the ranks of ineffectives. It is difficult to-say to what cause the decadence of the Library is to be mainly 
ascribed. No doubt want of support has ruined it, but then why has there been this want of support? Perhaps 
the chief cause is that the Library has never been more than nominally a Public Library, and consequently 
the public has taken no interest in it. The Curators said in a report of 1849 that although the institution had 
much of the character of a Circulating Library yct they had never lost sight of the aim of rendering it also a 
library for reference and study. They added that they were particularly anxious to render the collection of 
works on India as complete as possible, in consequence of such publications being likely to be in great 
demand when the question of the renewal of the Charter comes under discussion (1854). The first rule of the 
Library stands thus: ‘The Library is a Public Library of reference and circulation, open to all ranks and 
classes of the community’. But this reminds us of Home Tooke’s caustic remark on one of Mr. Justice 
Ashurst’s charges: ‘The Courts of England, said his Lordship, are open to all, to the rich and the poor alike’. 
Yes, said Tooke, and so is the London Tavem. The large Hall of the building and most of the periodicals have 
always been reserved for the use of members, and all that the general public has got, has been a small 
segment of a room where they can contemplate the backs of almirahs and see one or two Calcutta 
newspapers. Even this petty boon however is appreciated by many, and the little room seems to be never 
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empty. It is now proposed that the large hall be thrown open to the public, and that they get the full advantage 
of the newspapers and of all the contents of the shelves of the Library. It cannot be doubted that there will be 
plenty of readers then, though possibly they may chiefly be readers of newspapers. 


“Probably the exodus to the Hills is largely answerable for the falling off in the subscriptions. The 
plan of activating at Simla and Darjeeling has introduced a new cycle wherewith to perplex the Indian 
World. It has added a semestral revolution of the celestial bodies, or Regents of the Indian heavens, to the 
old established quinquennial and decennial revolutions. In many cases Englishmen have now three 
establishments to keep up, one in the hills, another in the plains, and third in Europe. The result is that they 
have to curtail their expenses and we have the authority of the Prince of Wales for the statement that when a 
British householder thinks of retrenchment, he begins by ceasing to spend money on books. In spite, 
however, of difficulties from this cause and from the vanishing rupec it is to be hoped that the Public Library 
will begin to flourish again now that it has been taken by the Corporation of Calcutta. The Municipality, to 
adopt Sir Alfred Croft’s metaphor about another subject, is the Perseus who has come to relieve our 
Andromeda perishing on the banks of the Ganges. May the quest be successful. 


“There is, I find, a notion among Anglo-Indians of the upper class that a Calcutta Public Library is 
chiefly of use to natives, that they thercfore should support it, and that it is almost absurd to apply for aid to 
Europeans. Even if this were true, it would be no reason for not asking Europeans to contribute to the 
Countess of Dufferin’s Fund. It may be pointed out too that the institution will be mainly supported by 
natives for the Municipality is the chief contributor, and the tax-payers are mostly natives. But it is not the 
case that the Library is solely or even chiefly useful to natives. About a third of the proprietors are 
Europeans and Eurasians, and the majority of the subscribers belong to the same class. Last year out of 129 
monthly subscribers 103 were Europeans. After all, the Library is mainly a library of English books and 
English periodicals, and as might be expected, it is mainly used by persons of English extraction. Many 
Anglo-Indians talk and act as if there were only two classes in India worth regarding, the Englishman on Rs. 
500 a month and upwards, and the native. They ignore the large class of Eurasians and poor Europeans. 
They acknowledge of course Tommy Atkins of whom Mr. Rudyard Kipling is the Vates Sacer. But with the 
exception of him they either forget the lower strata of Anglo-Indians or make fantastic proposals about 
them. As Ali Baba says: ‘A great many wise proposals emanate from Simla as regards some artificial future 
of the Eurasian. One Ten-thousand-pounder asks creation in a petulant tone of surprise why creation does 
not make the Eurasian a carpenter; another looks round the windy hills and wonders why somebody does 
not make the Eurasian a high farmer. The shovel hats are surprised that the Eurasian does not become a 
missionary or a schoolmaster, or a policeman or something of that sort’. The native papers say, ‘Deport 
him’, the white prints say ‘make him a soldier’ and the Eurasian himself says ‘make me a commissioner, or 
give me a pension’. The existence and importance of the Eurasian class and of Anglo-Indians who are not 
carriage-people will not be doubted by any one who has seen them on the rare occasions on which they 
muster in force. For example they were present in crowds on the occasion of Miss Alice Gomes taking part 
in an Organ Recital at the Cathedral. 1 am sure that the Chaplains who saw that assemblage must have 
sighed to think that they never had collected so large a congregation. It was composed mainly of persons 
who are not on the Government House List, or members of the Saturday Club, who ride trams and take the 
cool of the evening from terraces in Bentinck-Street. But they are educated people for all that, and enjoy the 
reading of books and newspapers. It is they who use, and who will increasingly use the Public Library, and 
on their behalf appeal to Europeans for support to the institution.” 
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THE MACKENZIE SCHEME 


Alexander Mackenzie wanted to develop the Calcutta Public Library into a Free Public Library with 
full financial support of the Municipal Corporation and at the same time guaranteeing the privileges of the 
proprietors. He held: “The Calcutta Public Library is at present of no use to the Town generally, and of little 
use to subscribers. It cannot afford the arrangements and establishment necessary to the full utilization of its 
stores of admirable works of information and reference. It is hopeless to expect that, under private 
management, it can ever develop sufficiently to take the place which it might occupy as an educational 
agent in the capital of India”. 


The scheme” chalked out by Mackenzie was not “designed to confiscate the rights and privileges of 
the old proprietors and to constitute the Government and its magnates and superior functionaries the sole 
dominant owners and arbiters of the destinies of the Metcalfe Hal! Public Library” as he and like-minded 
proprietors felt genuine concern both for the well-being of the Library and the intellectual progress of the 
young men of this metropolis. He was convinced that the Library entirely failed to meet the intention of its 
founders and literary wants of Calcutta. 


Mackenzie’s scheme was aimed at inducing the Government and Municipality to co-operate with 
the proprietors of the Library and relieve them of the care of “what must, in their hands, remain, | fear, a 
decaying and practically useless institution”. The proprietors, under the scheme, were to retain all their 
really valuable privileges such as the right to take out books ad periodicals without further payment, and 
right to clect representatives to the Council of management, and take part in general meetings. The high- 
lights of Mackenzie’s Scheme were”: 


(1) The Library and all its appurtenances to be made over to the Municipality of Calcutta, to be by 
it maintained in perpetuity as a free Library for the Town and suburbs, to which all 
respectable citizens shall be admitted for purposes of reading and study on the premises; all 
invested funds so transferred to be subject to any trusts or charges now existing. 


(2) This Free Library to be supplemented by a ‘Lending Department’ open only to Subscribers 
and to the holders of ‘shares’ in the old (present) Public Library. 


(3) The management of the Library, in all departments, to be vested in a Council composed as 
follows:— 


(1) Six nominees of the Municipality. 

(2) Four elected representatives of the Proprietors of the old (present) Library. 

(3) Two nominees of the Bengal Government. (These last to look specially after the large 
interests which Government has in the Library collection, and to see to the due 
appropriation of any grants). 


(4) Transferable shares of Proprictors of the old (present) Library to continue transferable, but, 
without registration fee or fine on transfer, the holders to have in the Lending Department 
all the privileges of first class subscribers. 


(5) The Free Library to be open from 6 A.M. To 10 P.M. Daily; the cost of books, papers, 
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Periodicals, establishment, and lighting to be borne by the Municipality. 

(6) The Lending Department to be open between the hours to 10A.M. and 5 P.M. on all week 
days, the cost of books, etc., and establishment to be met from subscriptions and the 
proceeds of any invested funds made over to the Municipality by the old (present) Library 
which are not subject to any specific trust. 


(7) The Municipality to be empowered to levy a Library rate, not exceeding one pie in the 
rupee of the town assessment, for the maintenance of the Free Library and the repair of the 
building, etc. 


(8) The Bengal Government to be invited to contribute towards the establishment of the Free 
Library by providing suitable accommodation for the Agricultural and Horticultural 
Society, either in connection with the Economic Museum or elsewhere as may best meet 
the wishes of the Society. Failing this the Municipality to be empowered to expropriate by 
purchase the Society’s share in the Metcalfe Hall. 


(9) The Bengal Governmentto be asked to undertake any legislation necessary to give validity 
to these arrangements.” 


The maintenance of the Free Public Library was the duty of the Municipal Corporation, 
Mackenzie held, by imposing a one pie cess which will raise Rs. 69,000 on the assessment of the 
town. 


Sir Rivers Thompson”, Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, was in favour of implementing 
the Mackenzie Scheme and asked the authorities of the Library on 23 December 1885 to favour 
him with their opinion. Mackenzie had forwarded copies of his correspondence with the Library, 
as a Proprietor, to Government of Bengal as he believed that “establishment ofa Free Library is a 
matter of public moment in which the local Government may see fit to interest itself; and because 
I am convinced that some stimulus from without is applied, the project of establishing such a 
Library is not likely to be effectively handled by the Council of the Public Library as at present 
constituted”. The Government has been a liberal contributor to the collection of books of the 
Calcutta Public Library and therefore “it would be warranted in intervening to save it from 
destruction which already menaces it”. 


The Mackenzie Scheme was discussed at the Annual General Meeting of the Library” in 
1885. James Westland” (then Comptroller-General of India) who addressed the meeting dwelt at 
some length “on the advantages the Library and thereby the public would derive if the local! 
Government lent to it substantial aid and that this aid was greatly needed owing to the financial 
condition of the Library”. Westland’s proposal that a sub-committee be appointed to arrange 
some basis on which the local Government might join the Council in developing the present 
Library was unanimously approved by the meeting. 


The Council of the Library on 17” September 1886 informed the Government of Bengal 
that it was ready to accept the suggestions made by Mackenzie, namely. 


(1) “The Library and all its appurtenances to be made to the Municipality of Calcutta, to be 
by it maintained in perpetuity as a Free Library for the Town and suburbs, to which all 
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respectable citizens shall be admitted for the purpose of reading and study on the premises: 
all vested funds so transferred to be subject any trusts or charges now existing.” 


(2) “This Free Library to be supplemented by a ‘Lending Department’, open only to 
subscribers and to the holders of ‘shares’ in the old (present) Public Library””. 


Mackenzie’s scheme fell flat when H.L. Harrison, I.C.S., Chairman of the Calcutta Municipal 
Corporation iriformed the Government of Bengal on 16" October 1886 that the Commissioners of the 
Municipality did not want to extend financial support to the Calcutta Public Library for coverting it into a 
Free Library “which will be used almost entirely by the wealthier members of the community, who now 
subscribe to it, and will probably then cease to do so”, as in their opinion that the “population which uses 
free public libraries in European Towns is at present scarcely existent in Calcutta””. 


Sir Stuart Colvin Bayley, Lieutenant-Govenor of Bengal from 2 April 1887 to 17 December 1890 
was a Patron of the Calcutta Public Library and he was interested in saving the Library from its financial 
difficulties“. The Government of Bengal appointed on 19" September 1888 a strong committee (H.J. 
Reynolds, Sir Henry Harrison, Sir Alfred Croft and two nominees of the Library, namely, Dr. Mahendra 
Lal] Sircar and C.E. Dissent) to suggest ways and means for improving the working of the Calcutta Library. 
The members of the Committee were the most respected scholars and administrators of India at that time. 
Herbert John Reynolds (1.C.S., Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta University, February 1883 to February 
1886; President of the Asiatic Society in its centenary year, Member of the Board of Revenue, 1884-89; 
Government-General’s Legislative Council, etc.) was a distinguished Administrator. Sir Henry Leland 
Harrison, I.C.S., was Commissioner of Police and Chairman of the Calcutta Municipal Corporation from 
1881 to 1890; Sir Alfred Woodley Croft was Member of the Bengal Legislative Council, 1887-92 and 
Director of Public Instruction in Bengal, 1877-1897. Dr. Mahendra Lall Sircar was the founder of the Indian 
Association for the Cultivation of Science and for several years the Vice-President of the Calcutta Public 
Library, besides being a Member of the Bengal Legislative Council, 1887-93 and a Commissioner of the 
Calcutta Corporation. Charles Elvin Dissent was a retired Engineer of the Railways and Vice-President of 
the Calcutta Public Library in 1888-1889. The Reynolds Committee was directed to consider a scheme by 
which the Library may be “relieved from its financial embarrassments, and may be organized, under a 
reformed constitution, as a Free Public Library for the use of the citizens of Calcutta, to which a circulating 
Library may be appended for the benefit of proprietors and subscribers”. 

The Reynolds Committee recommended that the existing Council of the Calcutta Public Library 
should be replaced by a Council of twelve members, of whom six should be nominated by the Government 
or the Municipality and six by the proprietors and subscribers, the President and Vice-President being 
elected by the Council. The Committee was of the opinion that the maintenance of a Public Library was a 
charge which devolved primarily upon the Municipality as representing the general body of the citizens for 
whose benefit the institution is maintained. “We also fear that some inconvenience might be found in 
practice to result from a control divided between the Government, the Municipality, and the body of 
proprietors and subscribers. At the same time we consider that if the Municipality should decline to assume 
the sole responsibility for the proposed extension of the Library, it is a responsibility which the Government 
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might properly undertake to share, in recognition of its duty to further and encourage all efforts for the 
public good” 


“The nucleus of the proposed Public Library”, the Committee reported, “would be formed by those 
works of reference and rare or valuable books which under the existing regulations of the Library are 
withheld from general circulation. To these would be added all books hereafter purchased from the 
contributions of the external public body whose aid is now to be invoked. On the other hand, purchases 
made from the current income of the Library (subscriptions, interest, etc.) would be added, to, and form part 
of, the circulating department. All books in this department would, however, like those of the free 
department, be accessible to the public for reading or reference when on the shelves. We further propose 
that for a limited term, (say two or three years) after purchase, proprietors and subscribers should have the 
right of taking out books bought from external funds; after which such books would be withdrawn from 
circulation and be permanently transferred to the shelves of the Public Library. We have been led, after 
some hesitation, to make this proposal partly as a concession to the proprictors in return for placing the 
existing Library at the genera! disposal of the public, and partly in the hope that, by making the circulating 
department more attractive, the number of subscribers and the income of the institution from that source 
might be increased. But we are nevertheless of opinion that it should be introduced as a provisional measure 
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only, subject to revision in the light of future experience ofits working ”. 


Sir Henry Harrison, in a separate note, added : “I do not think joint Government and Municipal 
control will operate well : it is quite possible that what is called the external public body will be a house 
divided against itself, and that the views of government and of the Corporation, as represented by their 
nominees on the Council, will be widely divergent. It would be better for the Municipality to accept the 
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entire control, so far as the external body is concerned, and to bear the entire cost’... 


The Reynolds Committee’s report was submitted to the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal on 5 March 
1889. A special meeting of the Proprietors and subscribers of the Calcutta Public Library was held on 16 
March 1889, when, after taking the Report into consideration, it was resolved : “That the Council be 
authorised to inform the Government of Bengal, in reply to Under-Secretary Mr. Carnduff’s letter No. 466, 
dated the 16 March 1889, that the Proprietors and subscribers accept the scheme proposed by the 
Committee in their report dated the 5" idem for a joint management of the Calcutta Public Library, but that 
the Council be requested to submit to Government for their consideration the suggestions contained in the 
printed scheme annexed to the resolution, and that any alterations of and addition to the present rules of the 
Library which may be needed to give effect to the scheme will be subject to the approval of the Proprictors 
and subscribers””. This Resolution was confirmed at a subsequent meeting held on 2 July 1889 and 
submitted to the Government on 1] July”. The Government was accordingly informed of the following 


terms and conditions upon which the Library was willing to work under a joint management of the 
institution : 


“Para 6 of the Committee’s report — It appears to the Council advisable that the same proportion of 
members nominated to the Council by the proprietors and subscribers should be maintained as provided in 
the rules, namely, four from the proprietors and two from the subscribers. 
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“Paras 7 to 11. — The Council would suggest the following modification of the proposed allocation 
of charges :--- 


1. That the cost of the establishment, repair and taxes of the building, keeping up catalogues, 
stationery, printing, lighting, and all ordinary expenses of the Library be charged in equal 
proportions to the sum in aid granted by the Government or Municipality, to the income of 
the Library as derived from all other sources. 


2. The cost of the two proposed Departments in new book-cases, furniture and fittings of the 
Reading Rooms, gas fittings, new binding of all the books requiring it, and the expense of 
preparing a proper general Catalogue, to be charged_as extraordinary expenditure to the 
sum of Rupees 10,000 which the Report states will be required to mcet the initial outlay 


necessary to bring the scheme into working order”. 
The Calcutta Municipal Corporation passed the following resolution on 16 January 1890: 


“That, as recommended in the report of the Government Committee, the Municipality represent the 
externa] body in the Council of the Calcutta Public Library and bear the entire cost of Rs. 8,000 per 

- annum, or whatever it might be, towards defraying its expenses, on the understanding that the 
recommendations contained in paragraphs 6,7 and 11 of the report form the basis of the future 
management of the Library”. 


Dr. Mahendra Lall Sircar, a Municipal Commissioner as well, was instrumental in getting the 
aforementioned Resolution passed by the Municipal Corporation. The gist of the proceedings of the 
Municipal Commissioners in this connection is as follows : 


“The Resolution passed by the General Committee at their Meeting held on the 2 September 1889 to 
the effect that, under the present circumstances of the Municipality, it is not expedient to contribute any 
funds towards the support of the (Calcutta) Public Library, came up before the Commissioners in meeting 
for consideration on 16 January (1890). The Cafcutta Public Library was an institution supported partly by 
proprietors who had paid up a large sum, many of them in the first instance having paid Rs. 500, and partly 
by subscribers who paid Rs. 6. Rs. 4 and Rs. 2 monthly for the use of books. Of late years the income of the 
library has proved insufficient, and the result has been pecuniary difficulties, the books generally out of 
repair, and many valuable works not looked after as they should be. In consequence of this state of things the 
Government appointed a Committee who recommended that the Government and the Municipality should 
jointly come to the rescue of the library, and that a Committee of 12 should be formed consisting of 6 
proprietors and subscribers, the remaining 6 to be appointed by the Government and the Municipality; and 
that such Committee should place the library on a bettcr footing, making it really a public library for all who 
wished to read on the premises, leaving the constitution as it should so far as regards the proprietors and 
subscribers. On that the General Committee appointed a Committee of their own consisting of Mr. W.N. 
Osmond, Baboo Durgagutty Banerjee, and Baboo Soorendro Nath Banerjee, who reported that as the 
library contained many rare and valuable works, it was desirable that it should be helped; they were, 
however, opposed to a joint Committee which they thought would lead to friction and give rise to 
difficulties, and they recommended that the Municipality should come to the rescue if the administration of 
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the library was left in its hands. When that report came before the General Committee, three propositions 
were put before them, one by Dr. Sanders that the recommendation of the Government Committee should 
be adopted, namely, joint management by the Government, the Municipality and the proprietors, with joint 
responsibility of the Government and the Municipality to make good the deficiency in the requisite income, 
which amounted to Rs. 8,000 per annum. Another Commissioner, Baboo Soorendro Nath Banerjee, 
proposed that the recommendation of the Municipal Committee be adopted, that is, that the management 
should be entrusted to the Corporation, and thirdly, Baboo Joygobind Law considered that it was not 
desirable for the Municipality to make any contribution to the Library. Although nine-tenths of the General 
Committee were anxious to help the Library, they were divided amongst themselves, and the motion not to 
give any help at all was finally carried in Committee. 


“Against this motion, at the Meeting of the Commissioners held on 16” January, the Hon'ble 
Dr. Mahendra Lal Sircar, C.I.E. moved and Moulvie Mahomed Yusuff seconded an amendment which 
after long discussion, was carried by a large majority. The amendment was to the effect : — “That as 
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recommended .... management ofthe Library”. 


The Government of Benga! was willing to sanction a grant of Rs. 10,000/- for the initial expenditure 
connected with the re-organisation of the Library, Rs. 5000 in 1890-91 and thereafter another sum not 
exceeding 5000, “equal to the total of any private contributions which have been collected within that 
years”. 

Sir H.L. Harrison, Chairman of the Calcutta Corporation, in communicating the Resolution of the 
Municipal Commissioners dated 16 January 1890, explained that the “Commissioners agree to the future 
management of the Public Library by a joint Committee, of which six members will be appointed by the 
Municipality and six by the proprietors and subscribers, the President being elected to the Committee from 
the Municipal nominees and the Vice-President from the other members; and on this being done and the 
new Committee entering upon its duties in the general spirit of the Committee’s report, the Municipal 
Commissioners will make good whatever income is found necessary to maintain the Library in efficient 


working order as a free library™”. 


The Proprietors and subscribers resolved on 10 March 1890 “that the Council of the Calcutta Public 
Library accept with thanks the proposal made by the Commissioners for the Town of Calcutta for the future 
management of the Library, and arrange to relinquish the present management of the Library from and after 
the date of the next Annual General Meeting of the proprietors and subscribers”. 


The decision of the proprietors and subscribers of the Calcutta Public Library to make over its 
management to a Joint Committee from 19 April 1890 was communicated to the Government of Bengal and 
the Calcutta Municipal Corporation. 


The Council of the Calcutta Public Library was indeed worried at the imposition of a condition for 
the release of the second instalment of the grant of Rs. 5000/-, knowing full well that it was difficult, if not 
impossible, for the Library to raise contributions from private individuals and against the recommendation 
of the Reynolds Committee that “even though the Government should take no prominent part in the 
management of the Library, it might make a grant to make these initial expenses””. 
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The management of the Library from | January to 19 April 1890 was in the hands of its Council. The 
Calcutta Municipal Corporation nominated H.Lee, I.C.S., W. Swinhoe, H.M. Rustomjee, Dr. Mahendra 
Lall Sircar, Joy Govind Law and Moulvi Sirajul Islam Khan on the Council. H. Beveridge, C.E. Dissent, H. 
Moore, Pran Nath Pandit, Amarendra Nath Chatterjee and Maharajah Narendra Krishna were elected by the 
General! body of proprietors and subscribers of the Library. The new Council at its first meeting held on 20 
April 1890 elected H.Lee, Chairman of the Calcutta Corporation, as the President and Maharajah Sir 
Narendra Krishna as Vice-President”. 


Sir Charles Elliott (Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal from 18 December 1890 to 16 December 1895) 
released the second instalment of the grant in May 1891, limiting the amount to Rs. 3488/- as the Library 
failed to raise more than that amount™. The names of the donors to this fund are given below :- H.H. The 
Mahartajah of Betteah ---- Rs. 500; 2. H. Beveridge, Esq. C.S. ---- Rs. 500; 3. Maharajah Bahadur Sir 
Jatindro Mohan Tagore ---- Rs. 250; 4. Maharajah Bahadur Sir Narendra Krishna, K.C.LE. ---- Rs. 250: 4. 
Babu Kali Krishna Tagore ---- Rs. 250; 5. C.E. Dissent, Esq. ---- Rs. 250; 7. Babu Joy Gobind Law ---- Rs. 
200; 8. H.H. The Maharajah of Durbhanga ---- Rs. 100: 9. Maharani Swarnamayi, M.1.S.C.1. of 
Caseembazar ---- Rs. 100; 10. Hon’ble Dr. Rasbehari Ghose ---- Rs. 51.; 11. Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur 
Khwaja Ashan Ullah Khan, C.1.E. of Dacca ---- Rs. 50; 12. Hon’ble Justice Dr. Gurudas Banerjee ---- Rs. 
50; 13. J. Crawford, Esq. of Hooghly ---- Rs. 50; 14. T.C. Cadogan, Esq. ---- Rs. 50; 15. H. Lee, Esq., C.S. --- 
-Rs. 50; 16. Hon’ble Dr. Mahendra Lal Sarkar — Rs. 50; 17. Maharajah Sir Saurindramohan Tagore ---- Rs. 
50; 18. Pandit Pran Nath Saraswati ---- Rs. 50; 19. J.N. Stuart, Esq. ---- Rs. 50; 20. H. Moore, Esq.---- Rs. 
50; 21. Raja Pyarimohan Mukherjee ---- Rs. 50; 22. Miss A. Sturmer ---- Rs. 50; 23. Babu Amarendra Nath 
Chatterjee ---- Rs. 50; 24. Babu Sitanath Das ---- Rs. 50; 25. Rajah Mahimaranjan Ray of Kakinia, 
Rangpore ---- Rs. 25; 26, Babu Jogendra Chandra Ghosh ---- Rs. 25; 27. Babu Balai Lal Set ---- Rs. 25; 28.A 
well-wisher ---- Rs. 25; 29. Dr. King ---- Rs. 20; 30. A. Bonnaud, Esq. ---- Rs. 20; 31. Babu Mohini Mohan 
Ray ---- Rs. 20; 32. Babu Kali Charan Banerjee ---- Rs. 20; 33. Babu Kaliprasanna Biswas ---- Rs. 20; 34. 
G.W. McLeod, Esq. ---- Rs. 20; 35. Babu Hara Chandra Chaudhuri of Sherpur, Maimensingh ---- Rs. 10; 36. 
Babu Narayan Krishna Sen ---- Rs. 10; 37. Babu Satyapriya Deb ---- Rs. 10; 38. Babu Giris Chandra Sct ---- 
Rs. 10; 39; Babu Gopikrishna Mitra ---- Rs. 10; 40. Babu Bipin Chandra Pal ---- Rs. 10; 41. A. Brame, Esq. - 
--- Rs. 10; 42. Mrs. C.J. Courtnay ---- Rs. 10; 43. Ray Badridas Bahadur ---- Rs. 10; 44. Babu Harendranath 
Tagore ---- Rs. 10; 45. W.T. Porter, Esq. ---- Rs. 5; 46. Nawab Abdul Latif Khan Bahadur, K.C.I.E. ---- Rs. 5; 
47. Babu Durga ‘Mohan Das ---- Rs. 5; 48. Babu Heramba Chandra Maitra ---- Rs. 5; 49. A Friend ---- Rs. 5; 
50. M. Re. 1; and 51.N.Re 1. (Total Rs. 3,488/-). 


The Library refurnished the free Public Reading Room and rented a spacious room on the ground 
floor from the Agri-Horticultural Society for an annual payment of Rs. 800 for the Public News Rooms. An 
amount of Rs. 1258-5-0 (Rs. 1145-1-0 in 1891-92 and Rs. 113-4-0 in 1892-93) was spent on furniture for 
this purpose”. The Public Reading Room was opened in July 1890. 


The joint management of the Calcutta Public Library by the Municipal Corporation and the 
Proprictors refurbished the image of the institution very well and the number of free readers“ was 32,770 
between 1 January 1890 and March 1893, of which 13,299 were Europeans and Eurasians and 27, 842 
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were natives. The number of books consulted within the walls of the Library were 762 (1,031 volumes) in 
1890-1891, 2,261 volumes in 1891-1892 and 3,242 volumes in 1892-93, showing a considerable increase. 
In fact, natives and Europeans making use of the Public Reading Rooms were equal in number” (in March 
1893 ---- Europeans 1511 and natives 1631). The number of Proprietors borrowing books from the Library 
did not exceed 50 and the number of monthly subscribers increased from 109 in 1890-1891 (subscription 
Rs. 355) to 117 (1891-1892, subscription Rs. 392) and 117 (1892-1893, paying Rs. 382). The circulation™ 
was limited chiefly to novels and periodicals in 1890-1893, the monthly average being in 1891-1892, 
novels ---- 6,536; periodicals ---- 17,159; History ---- 517 and in 1892-93, novels ---- 7,569; periodicals ---- 
19,727 and History — 859. 


The Calcutta Public Library was doing very well in 1890-1902 during the joint management of the 
Municipal Corporation and the Proprietors. The Municipal grant of Rs. 8,000 per annum was regularly 
sanctioned during this period though the Municipality was trying to acquire the assets and liabilities of the 
Library. 


In 1892-1893 the Municipal Commissioners passed a resolution that no further grant should be 
made to the Calcutta Public Library. On 17 August 1893 the President of the Library (who was also 
chairman of the Calcutta Municipality) wrote to the Corporation, accepting the sum of Rs. 4,000 offered by 
the Municipality “as its contribution to the Library for six months”, adding that “it is a question whether 
under the present circumstances, the Commissioners are entitled to be represented on the Government of 
the library, but the Council cannot reliquish the hope that before long the Corporation will reconsider their 
resolution and revert to the more liberal determination expressed by them in their resolution, dated the 16 
January 1890. This being so, the Council accept, as a temporary arrangement for six months, the services of 
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the gentlemen nominated by the Commissioners”. 


On 16 February 1894, the President, Calcutta Public Library, sent a representation on behalf of the 
Library for the consideration of the Municipal Commissioners. He pointed out that “the Metcalfe Hall 
Library was established in 1835 as a Public Library of reference and circulation to supply the wants of 
this city in every department of literature””; and that in March 1880 the Council of Management appealed 
to the Local Government for help. His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor appointed a Committee which 
“formulated a scheme by which the library would be relieved from its financial embarrassments and 
would be organised under a reformed constitution as a Public Free Library”. On 16 January 1890, the 
Commissioners agreed to undertake the future management of the Library and “to bear the entire cost of Rs. 
8,000 per annum, or whatever it might be towards defraying its expense”. From 20 April 1890 upto March 
1893, “all the terms of the agreement were strictly carried out on both sides”. A free department was opened 
“for the use and benefit of the rate-payers of Calcutta”, and the public were admitted “to the use of those 
valuable and rare books and the books of reference which formed the nucleus of the Free Library”. 


The President of the Library in his representation stated that he looked upon this matter “as a 
permanently binding contract, and not as an arrangement from which the Corporation could at any moment 
retire, or one which the Corporation was not morally bound to abide by” . 


The Commissioners of the Municipal Corporation finally resolved that a grant of Rs. 4,000 be 
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‘ provisionally made in the Budget on the understanding that conditions satisfactory to the Corporation are 
arrived at between the Municipality and the Proprietors of the Calcutta Public Library. 


It was represented on behalf of the Corporation that the Commissioners of the Municipality are 
unwilling to contribute to the Library Funds as mere subscribers, and required that the property in the 
Library should be vested in them. “This concession having been given, the following resolution was passed 


by the General Committee”” (of the Corporation) on 18 January 1895: 


“That the privilege now enjoyed by the proprietors and subscribers, shall continue to be thereafter 
enjoyed by them, and in cases of holders of transferable shares by their legal representatives and 
assigns also”. 


“Except that the Council shall in future consist of 8 members nominated by the Commissioners and 
of 4 members nominated by the proprietors and subscribers, these four members being nominated by 
the proprietors and subscribers in such manner and in such proportion as the proprietors and 
subscribers may determine”. 


A case having been prepared. the Advocate-General gave it as his opinion that the Proprietors of the 
Library had no power to enter into an agreement of the nature proposed by the Corporation and to convey 
the property of the Library to the Municipality. The joint management by the Corporation and the 
Proprictors continued till 1901 with stipulated annual grant from the Municipality. W.R. Bright” was 
elected President of the Calcutta Public Library in place of H.C. Williams who left for England. C. Greer 
was appointed President of the Library on Mr. Bright’s departure for England in 1900. 


Sir Alexander Mackenzie, who initiated the move for converting the Calcutta Public Library into a 
Free Public Library of Calcutta with full municipal financial responsibility and at same time preserving the 
right of the Proprietors, assumed the reins of Government of Bengal as Lieutenant-Governor on 17 
December 1895. “On the invitation of Sir Alexander Mackenzie, (the Calcutta Municipal Corporation) 
assumed responsibility for the support and management of the Library". It was, however, found that an 
enabling Act was necessary to regularise the transfer of the property of the library to the Corporation, as the 
Advocate-General had expressed the opinion that the Proprietors, could not convey the property of the 
institution. While the matter was still unsettled, Lord Curzon assumed the Governor-Generalship of India 
on 6 January, 1899. He paid a visit to the Library and found its collection very rich. He proposed to take over 
the library on certain conditions and to equip it on a scale to suit the tastes and requirements of the educated 
public of Calcutta. The Government of India’s Imperial Secretariat Library™ was to be amalgamated with 
the Calcutta Public Library to form the new Imperial Library” of India. Sir John Woodburn, Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal, was put in charge of negotiations with the authorities of the Calcutta Public Library. 


TRANSFER TO GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 


The following terms were settled by the Council of the Calcutta Public Library and submitted to the 
Government of India by Maharajah Bahadur Sir Narendra Krishna, K.C.I.E., Vice-President of the Library 
through Hon’ble R.T. Greer, Chairman of the Calcutta Municipal Corporation : 
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1. That the transfer be effected on the basis ofa payment of Rs. 50( »er existing share to be paid to the 
Council for distribution to all existing proprietors, their legal representatives or assigns. 


2. Thatall existing Proprietors during their life time be allowed the privilege of reading at home such 
books of the Calcutta Public Library as will form part of the Imperial Library and such other 
books of the Imperial Library as are allowed to go out in circulation. 


3. Allsuch books of the Calcutta Public Library as are not required and retained by the Imperial 
Library be made over to the( Council of the Calcutta Public Library for wie, together with the 
shelves which they occupy”. 


Sir John Woodburn” accepted the terms without any modification in November and his acceptance 
was conveyed to the Library on 16 November 1900. Some clarifications were sought by both sides. The 
Rules of the Imperial Secretariat Library did not permit lending of books in general. The Proprietors of the 
Calcutta Library were also to abide by its rules. The books belonging to the Library of the College of Fort 
William, reference works, dictionaries, encyclopaedias, etc., were not lent out by the Library. As the 
“** Mr. Greer wanted the 
proprictors should abide by the Rules of the Calcutta Public Library and the Imperial Secretariat Library. 
The Council of the Calcutta Public Library recommended to the Proprietors of the Library on 2] November 


1900 to effect the transfer of their rights in the institution to the Government on the following terms” : 


Viceroy’s proposal “confers a most valuable gift to the public of Calcutta 


1. That the Government shall pay Rs. 500 for each existing share to the Council for distribution to the 
Proprietors, their legal representatives or assigns. 


2. That the present Proprietors shall retain during their life-time the privilege of taking out for perusal 
such books as having hitherto belonged to the Calcutta Public Library will form a portion of the 
new Imperial Library. This condition proposed by the Government of India in Home Department 
letter No. 1295, dated 18 May 1900 (Copy received with Mr. Secretary F.A. Slack’s letter No. 
631 T.R., dated 30 May 1900 to the address of Mr. W.R. Bright, then President of the Calcutta 
Public Library) is accepted. 


3. That the present Proprietors shall have the privilege of taking out such books of the Imperial Library 
as may be issued for circulation irrespective of any permission of Officer in charge of the 
Records. 


4. That the present Proprietors shall be allowed to take out six sets of books at a time; and no book shall 


be issued to any Proprietor until he returns a book on its being recalled by the Officer in charge of 
the Records. 
5. That the Imperial Library shall be open to the public for reading the books on the premises. 


6. That the building shall retain its name ‘Metcalfe Hall’, as large sums of money were subscribed by 
the public to erect this building in order to perpetuate the name of Lord Metcalfe. 


7. That all such books of the Calcutta Public Library as are not required and retained by the Imperial 


Library be made over the Council of the Calcutta Public Library for disposal together with the 
shelves they occupy. 


The Government of India had accepted conditions 1 & 2 above and clarified that the lending of the 
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- books belonging to the Imperial Secretariat Library will be subject to its rules and the proprietors will be 
allowed to borrow books belonging to the Calcutta Public Library as they used to do so. The name of the 
building was not to be changed and the books not required by the new Imperial Library will not be sold, 
given away, parted with, or used for purposes other than starting a Circulating Library by the Proprietors 
anywhere else”. 


The Government of India clarified that the Rules of the Imperial Secretariat Library would be 
changed to accommodate the Proprietors as it was not intended that any portion of the Library apart from 
the portion taken over from the Metcalfe Library will be for circulation. “With reference to those books of 
the Imperial Library which do not form part of the books taken over from the Metcalfe Library the 
Proprietors will have exactly the same privileges as the public will have”. 


The Special meeting of the Proprietors held on 3 April 1901 resolved to transfer their rights in the 
Calcutta Public Library to the Government of India on the terms and conditions recommended to them by 
the Council on 21 November 1900. The Statesman on 4 April 1901 reported”: “A special meeting of the 
proprietors of the Calcutta Public Library was held yesterday at the Metcalfe Hall to consider the proposal 
of transferring the library to Government. Among those present were Maharajah Bahadur Sir Norendro 
Krishna, Babu Benode Behary Mullick, Babu Amarendro Nath Chatterjee, Mr. R.T. Howe, Mr. Simmons 
(representing a lady” proprietor by proxy) Babu Kaly Churn Palit, Babu Prokash Chunder Mitter, Babu 
Ram Chunder Pandit, Babu Suttesh Chunder Dutt, and Mr. G.A. Robertson”. 


The terms and conditions upon which the Calcutta Public Library and the Agri-Horticultural 
Society of India agreed to transfer their rights in the Metcalfe Hall were reduced to writing and a Bill, 
drafted by the Standing Counsel of Government of India, incorporating those indentures were moved in the 
Governor-General’s Council which met at the Council Chamber of the Government House, Calcutta, on 
Friday, 10 January 1902. Lord Curzon presided over the Council meeting. Sir John Woodburn, Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal, T. Raleigh, Gopal Krishna Gokhale, Bipin Krishna Bose and other Members of the 
Council were present on the occasion. The Bill was introduced by T. Raleigh, who explained its aims and 
objects by tracing the histories of the Calcutta Public Library and the Agri-Horticultural Society. He 
explained that Lord Curzon “preferred to proceed upon a basis of agrcement, and although by taking this 
Course we have interposed certain inevitable delays, I hope that the negotiations, which were conducted by 
His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor, may have the effect of starting the new or re-organised library, which 
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your Lordship has projected, with the harmonious co-operation of all who are concerned ”. Reference to a 


Select Committec was dispensed with considering the special nature of the Bill. 
Lord Curzon”, as President of the Governor-General’s Legislative Council, made it clear the 


purpose of introducing the Bill in these words : “My object in carrying out the scheme, which has taken 
. shape in this Bill, has been to present Calcutta with a public library worthy of the name. When I came to 
India we could not be said to possess here any such institution. There was the collection to which my 
Hon’ble Colleague has referred, consisting of the records and writings and documents of Government 
which was contained in one of the buildings of one of our Departments. This collection, valuable as it was to 
officers of Government, was not, and could not in the nature of the circumstances, be accessible to the 
public, nor indeed was its existence generally known except to those officers who from time to time had 
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occasion to refer to it. On the other hand, the existing public library in the upper storey of the Metcalfe Hall, 
while it contained an enormous number of books, had practically degenerated, so far as the use made of it 
was concemed, into a library of light literature and of fiction. It seemed to me desirable to consolidate these 
collections as far as possible, and to constitute a library which would both have the solid foundations that 
would recommend it to the student and at the same time possess all the necessary works of reference upon 
India and Indian subjects. I therefore decided to hand over to this new institution, should I be fortunate 
enough to obtain the building, the Government collection to which I have referred, while by the 
arrangements that I was enabled to make with the proprietors of the existing Metcalfe Library, and which, if 
I may say so in his presence, were conducted with great skill by his honour the Lieutenant-Govemor ---- 
was enabled to secure the existing collections that were at that time housed in the first floor of the Metcalfe 
building. My next step was to procure from home a competent librarian and student from the British 
Museum who has now for a year been in charge of the new undertaking.” 


“The Metcalfe Hall itself has been painted and renovated, and I think would hardly be recognised by 
many honourable Gentlemen at this table, if they paid it a visit. Shortly the whole collection will be 
thoroughly revised and re-housed, and I hope that, within about a year from now, this building will be a 
place for the student, a place for the historian, and a place for the casual reader as well. It seemed to me 
highly necessary that there should be somewhere in India, and obviously in Calcutta as the capital of the 
Empire, some library to which any man should be at liberty to go who wanted to know anything about India. 
My desire is to collect there every book that has been written in an intelligible tongue about this Continent, 
so that material not merely for casual reference, but the publications and compilations of the historian of the 
future, may be there available. This I think we can effect. ] hope that, before I left this country, we may have 
in the Metcalfe building on a small scale what the Reading Room of the British Museum supplies to the 
student and reader at home, and although many of us in the busy lives we live out here do not find much time 
for other than official reading, yet I hope that we may attract to the interior of this new library a racc of 
scholars and may gradually build up in the future works of investigation and research that may add to the 
credit of British rule in this country. These are the objects with which this institution has been founded, and 


this Bill that has been introduced is intended to give legislative form to the arrangements to which I have 
referred”. 


The Imperial Library (Indentures Validation) Bill was moved on 10 January 1902 in the Governor- 
General’s Legislative Council, read and passed on 31 January 1902. M.C. Turner”, Member of the Council. 
on this occasion said: “Before this Bill is passed, I desire to take this opportunity of congratulating Your 
Excellency’s Government in having arrived at so satisfactory an arrangementas that which will be legalised 
by the passing of the Bill. As a member of the Horticultural Society, I was under the painful necessity of 
attending meetings at the Metcalfe Hall, and it invariably struck me that the condition of that historic hall 
was a reproach and a disgrace to Calcutta. Under the new conditions, this, My Lord, will be impossible in 
the future, and that alone is itself is a worthy object that has been attained. But, apart from that, the 
arrangements made have enabled a deserving and useful Society—the Agri-Horticultural Society—to 
acquit itself of certain liabilities. It has also enabled the Government of India to form the nucleus ofa most 
valuable Public Library of reference—a library which, I believe, will be of inestimable value to those of the 
present and future generations. | think, my Lord, that the thanks of the public are due to Your Excellency, 
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and also to His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor, for having brought about such a happy result”. 
The Imperial Library (Indentures Validation) Act, 1902, was passed on 31 January 1902 and 


published in the Gazette of India. The first Schedule to the Act related to the Agri-Horticultural Society and 
the Second Schedule to the Calcutta Public Library. The Indenture was signed for the Calcutta Public 
Library on 20 December 1901 by Maharajah Bahadur Sir Narendra Krishna, K.C.1.E. of No. 2 Raja 
Nubokissen Street, Calcutta, Zemindar the Vice-President of the said Society (= Library), and as such the 
continuing trustee of the property of the said Society under the said Act and the Rules of the Socicty of the 
second part, the said Maharajah Bahadur Sir Narendra Krishna, K.C.IE., as such Vice-President as 
aforesaid, Charles Elvin Dissent of 61 Wellesley Street, Calcutta, Government Pensioner, Jogen Chunder 
Dutt of 171 Manicktollah Street, Calcutta, Attorney-at-Law and Kali Chum Palit of No. 2 Jagadish Nath 
Roy’s Lane, Calcutta, Vakil, who collectively constituted the present Council ofthe Library”. 


The Corporation, as we have already stated, withdrew from the joint management of the Calcutta 
Public Library on or before 20 December 1901 as a result of which there was no President and nominces of 
the Corporation to sign the Indenture. Maharajah Sir Narendra Krishna was, therefore, the only Trustee of 
the proprietors of the Library. The withdrawal of the grant of the Corporation automatically led to the 
resignation of the nominees of the Municipality, and the question of the Corporation to represent the 
ratepayers did not arise. The Council conveyed to the Government of India half the share of the property 
(land and buildings) of the Metcalfe Hall in the Indenture signed on 20 December. The Library was given 
Rs. 28,500 for payment to the 57 Proprictors (42 transferable share-holding proprietors, 6 proprictors 
whose shares were held in abeyance and 9 proprictors who held life-shares only), at the rate of Rs. 500/-, the 
face value of the share. Most of the shares (39 out of 57) were held by the natives. The Proprietors were 
given the statutory right to borrow books from the Imperial Library not exceeding six works or 12 volumes 
at a time, returnable within a month and making good for damage and loss. This privilege was limited to the 
life-time of the Proprietors who signed the agreement on 20 December 1990. 


The Proprietors of the Calcutta Public Library, at the time of making over the Institution and 
Metcalfe Hall, were eligible to get the books of the Library not required to be kept in the Imperial Library, 
within a reasonable period, with their shelves for the formation of a circulating. library in any part of the 
town. No such Library was set up by the Proprietors, and therefore all the books of the Calcutta Public 
Library formed part of the Imperial Library along with all the furniture, fittings and othcr movable 
valuables. The bust of Prince Dwarkanath Tagore which adorns the entrance to the Reading Room of the 
Nationa! Library is one such relic of the past. 


The Imperial Library formed by the amalgamation of the Calcutta Public Library and the 
Government of India’s Imperial Secretariat Library was inaugurated by Lord Curzon on 31" January 1903, 
after the passing of the Imperial Library (Indentures Validations) Act. 1902, on the same day and month a 
year ago. Lord Curzon’s name will have an honoured place in the cultural history of India as long as the 
National Library of India is dedicated to the service of scholars from any part of the world. Rightly, the 
Library is now under the administrative control of the Cultural Department of the Government of India, as it 
is the premier cultural centre of India. 
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Notes And References 


“Finances of the Calcutta Public Library Report of the Sub-Committee appointed on the 10 February 1873” Calcutta 
Office of the Supdt of Government Printing, 1873 43 pages (Hereafter “Rogers Commuttee Report”), Para 58(5),p 28 


Calcutta Monthly Journal (=CM3), February 1837 p 106 
CMJ, March 1837, p 198, Hurhavu, 6 March, 1837 


Annual Report on the Calcutta Public Library (hereafter CPLAnnual Report) with Appendix/ Appendices for 1847-1848, 
pp 19-21 Spellings of names found in the original are retained, but terms of address like Mr, Esquire, Baboo etc are 
omitted We have also not added Doctor in respect of F P Strong, S Nicholson and others if st 1s not in the original The 
style then was to write .Esq,MD The Christian name of the Bishop of Calcutta 1s seldom mentioned He was Dr 
Dantel Wilson during this time Dyce Sombre (Buckland’s Dictionary of Indian Biography for details) also donated some 
“valuable books” to the Library (CMJ, August 1837, p 563) 


CPLAnnual Report for 1847-1848 Appendix, pp 19-21 Contributions to the Vested Fund in furtherance of Sir L Peet's 
preposition 


CPL Annual Report for | 847-1848, p 7 
Compiled from Rogers Committee Report as mentioned in | above, p 33 


Errors and omissions are expected 1n the following Table 9(A B &C) compiled by us This Table 9 (A) 1s compiled from 
Rogers Committee Report (p 33) for figures up to 1872 and thereafter from CPL Balance sheets printed along with the 
CPL Annual Reports 


This Table 9 (B) 1s compiled from CPL Annual Reports The total (rounded by adding one rupee for amounts more than 8 
annas and omitting amounts less than that) 1s in round figures as we have given the exact amount in Table 9(A) Even ifthe 
total may not be correct, some idea about the major sources of receipts can be gained The miscellaneous amount for 1890- 
1891 included the Municipal grant of Rs 8000 , Government contribution of Rs 5000 and public subscription raised for a 
matching grant 


The Table 9 (C) 1s similarly compiled from CPL Annual Reports The total is in round figures, unlike in Table 9 (A) 
which gives the exact amount Blanks ( ) are used when the printed figures are not available due to loss of Balance 
Sheets, but mentioned in the main report Newspaper purchase account 1s not shown separately from 1873 to 1880 
Similar ts the case with printing and advertisement expenditure trom 1873 to 1878 


CMJ, May 1838. p 260 for discussion on Bell’s resignation 


Major-General Sir J H_ Littler, GC B_ was Deputy Governor of Bengal from 12 March, 1849 (Buckland, Bengal Under 
the Lieutenant-Governors, vol |, Introduction) 


CPL Annual Report for 1849, Appendix E, p x11 W Seton-Karr, then Under-Secretary to the Govt of Bengal simply 


stated that “His Honor 1s unable to comply with the application” No reason was assigned Sir Littler was a Proprietor of 
the Library So was Lord Dalhousie, Governor-General 


Letter to Col HH Stansfield, Private Secretary to the Lieutenant-Govermor of Bengal (Printed in the “Copies of 
Correspondence between the Govt of Bengal and the Authorities of the Calcutta Public Library”, Calcutta, PS 
D’Rozario & Co , 1888, 48p - shortened to Correspondence-I) The text of this letter on pp 1-3 


23 


25 


26 


29 


30 


31 


TRANSFER TO GOVERNMENT 


Lt - Governor, 1877-1882 


Secretary A Mackenzte’s letter (para 3, last line and para 4) dated 15 October 1880 (Correspondence-l, pp 3-5) 
Mackenzie was a Proprietor of the Library and based his reply largely on hts personal knowledge 

Gopee Kissen Mitter’s letter to Secretary, Govt of Bengal, General Dept dated 27 October 1880 (Correspondence -I_ p 6) 
and CPL Annual Report for 1880, p 6 


Ray Choudhury, Ranabir, Calcutta A hunded years ago, Calcutta, 1988, p 10 Quotations are from the correspondence 
The first from Mackenzie's letter and second from Library Secretary’s reply 


We have never received a Requisition Slip back with the remark “Lost” in the National Library for the past 40 vears The 
present practice 1s to write “N F "(Not Found) 


There 1s no denying the fact that two “Stalls” were erected and let out by the Library as their rent 1s shown in the Balance 
Sheets for a number of years (Rs 212-14-6 tor 1882, Rs 64-12-9 for 1883, Rs 252/- for 1884 & 1885, Rs 41-3-5 for 
1886, Ry 82-7-2 tor 1888, and Rs 147-2-4 for 1889 Perhaps the stalls were let out on monthly rents as a result ot which 
the rents fluctuated) 


The decline was probably due to the inefficient management of the Library by Gopee Kissen Mittra, who succeeded his 
uncle Peary Chand, as Librarian 


Mahatajyah Narendra Krishna’s letter dated 23 March 1885 to Secretary to the Govt of Bengali, General Dept 
(Correspondence-I,pp 9-12) 


Mackenzie's letter dated 23 December 1884 (Correspondence-I, pp 7-8) 


W Newman & Co ’s “Hand-Book to Calcutta, Historical & descriptive, with a plan and [[lustrations”, Calcutta W 
Newman & Co, 3 Dalhousie Square, 1875, 225 pages of text and 14 pages of advertisements at the end The preface 1s 
signed by J B Knight dated December 1875 Pages 192-193 for Calcutta Public Library Introductory paias omitted here 


Buckland, C E , Bengal Under the Lieutenunt-Governors vol II (Members’ hist of the Council of Lt-Governor JB 
Knight, 1865,p 78 ) 


He was a Proprietor for Life and Vice-President in 1873 vide CPL Annual Report of 1867 and 1873 


The Nationnl Magazine, New Series, No 6 June 1890, pp 201-109, H Beveridge, (‘The Calcutta Public Library ), pp 
205-208 for the quotation Beveridge was on the Council in 1890 under the joint management of the Calcutta Corporation 
and Proprietors He made a donation of Rs 500 to the Library Fund in that year Beveridge was, District Magistrate of 24 
Parganas during this time and was transferred to Buckergunge shortly, if we are not mistaken 


“Mr Tawney thinks that this must be the copy which Macaulay brought out with him, and which he read through on 
the voyage, but would a book-lover part with such a treasure” (Original footnote of Beveridge on p 206) 


Kabu (Abulfazal M Fazile Kabir, The Libiaries of Bengal 1700-1947, London, 1987 p 124) says the Libtary 5 
collection tn 1846 consisted of 6,821 sets of books and periodicals comprising 15,408 volumes East India Affairs — 
470 sets (1306 volumes), Voyages & Travels — 597 sets (1009 volumes) The collection also contained books on 
Divinity, in Italian, Spanish, Portuguese, Hebrew and Oriental Languages The periodicals collection numbered 107 
sets (1,540 volumes) The large collection of novels must have been purchased by the Library between 1836 and 
1845 Apparently Beveridge had consulted the 1846 Catalogue of the Library 


“Subscribers were exempted from all charge of the paying their subscription for 10 years on making up their 
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subscription 10 years payment Those who had thus paid up were enutled during the remainder of their lives, to all 
the privileges belonging to subscribers of their several classes” (Life Membership rule of 1864) quoted also by Miss 
Ban: Bose in her “A Short History of the National Library”, Modern Review for February 1953, p 129 


See Mackenzie’s letters to Maharajah Narendra Knishna dated 23 December 1884 (Correspondence-I, pp 7-9) and 15 
December 1885 (Correspondence -I.pp 19-24) for details 


BS Kesavan (/ndia sNational Library, pp 9-10) and Bans Bose (°A short History of the National Library Modern 


Review for February 1953, p 131) have quoted Mackenzte’s scheme 
Secretary MacDonnell to Calcutta Public Library dated 23 December 1885 (Correspondence -I pp 24-25) 


Mackenzie's letter to the Secretary, Education Dept , Govt of Bengal, dated 16 December 1885 (Correspondence -I, pp 
28-29) 


CPL Annual Report for 1885, pp 7-8 


Westland was a Propnetor of the Library since 1879 He became Finance Minister of India He was a transterable 
shareholder and was one of the Proprietors who was paid his share value of Rs 500 when the Library was transterred to 
Govt of India His name is found (No 42) in the Imperial Library (Indentures Validation) Act, 1902 He died on 9 May 
1903 (Bucklands’s Dichonary) 


Maharayah Narendra Krishna's letter dated 17 September 1886 to Secretary Govt of Bengal (Correspondence -I pp 29- 
36,p 34) 


Officiating Secretary P Nolan's letter dated 2! March 1887 to Library (Correspondence -I, pp 37-42) with 
Appendices where the Municipal Resolution ts communicated by Chairman HL Harrison on 14 January 1887 to 
Govt Secretary, Municipal Dept 


The application of the Library for a monthly grant of Rs 200 was tumed down by Sir Rivers Thompson on 2} March 
1887 The appeal made by the Library’s Counc) to Proprietors for a net payment of Rs 47 per share for one year was 
met with poor response The Council, therefore revived the application for grant-in-aid to the new Lt -Governor, Sir 
SC Bayley on 18 July 1888 (CPL Annual Report for 1888 p 6) Sce Correspondence -I, pp 42-44 For Maharajah 
Narendra Krishna's letter dt 28th July 1888-to Sir Steuart Bayley (Correspondence - I, pp 42-44) The Lt Governor 
was not prepared to reconsider the order passed by his predecessor (vide letter dated 19 September 18&8 from HJ S 
Cotton, Officiating Secretary General Dept to the Library) Correspondence -1, pp 44-47 


The Report of the Reynolds Committee together with Correspondence with the Government of Bengal ts printed in 
Appendix H (16 pages) to CPL Annual Report for 1889 (Referred to as Correspondence -II hereafter and its pagination) 
Pata 5 of the Report, p 3 


Para 6 of the Report (Correspondence -II, p 4) 


Para 7 of the Report (Correspondence -Il, pp 4-5) Lending of books in print (generally for 10 years after publication) 
1s allowed in the National Library now 


Correspondence -Il, p 9 
CPLAnnual Report for 1889, pp 13-14 
Letter of Maharajah Narendra Krishna to Under-Secretary to Bengal dated 16 July 1889 (Correspondence -II, pp 10-11) 


Sir Henry Harnson’s letter to the Under-Secretary, General Dept dated 20 January 1890 (Correspondence -II, pp 13-14) 
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Administration Report of the Commissioners of Calcutta (Municipality) for 1889-1890 (Calcutta Corporation, 1890), pp 
26-27, Para 75 of General Admunistration Report 


Secretary P Nolan's letter to Calcutta Public Library dated 19 February 1890 (Correspondence -II, p 12) 
SirH L Hamsonto Under-Secretary, General Dept dated 20 January 1890 (Correspondence -Il, p 13, para 3) 


CPL Annual Report for 1889, p 15 Maharayah Narendra Krishna’s letter to Secretary to the Govt of Bengal, General 
Dept dated 17 March 1890(Correspondence-Il, pp 15-16) 


Maharajah Narendra Krishna's letter to Secretary to the Govt of Bengal, General Dept , dated !7 March 1890, para 5 
CPLAnnual Report for 1890-1891 (15 months from January 1890 to March 1891), pp 1-2 


Offictating Secretary CE Buckland’s letter dated May 1891 to the President, Calcutta Public Library (CPL Annual 
Report for 1891-1892, Appendix D, pp vit -1x) Also CPL Annual Report for 1890-91, pp 5-6 where it 1s stated that an 
appeal was made to the subscribers and proprietors in May 1890 which resulted in collecting Rs 2,537 Asa result of a 
fresh appeal, signed by the President, Vice-President and Secretary, being circulated to the public, an amount of Rs 951 
was subscribed, making the total to Rs 3488 Maharajah Narendra Krishna waited upon the Lt -Governor for release of a 
similar grant and sanction for Rs 3,488 was obtained 


CPL Annual Report for 1890-189! Appendix J The contnbution of the Maharajah of Betteah (Rs 500) was not realised 
See asterisk against his name 


CPLAnnual Report for 1892-1893, Appendix B, page v where these consolidated figures are given Also Miss Bant Bose, 
Modern Review, February 1953, p 132 


CPI Annual Reports for 1890-1891, 1891-1892 and 1892-1893— Tables showing attendance at the Public Reading 
Rooms 


CPL Annual Reports for 1890-1893 

Administration Report of the Calcutta Corporation for 1893-1894, pp 24-25, para 47 

Quotations from the Administration Report of the Calcutta Municipal Corporation for 1893-1894 para 47 
Admuinistartion of the Commissioners of Calcutta (Municipal Cot pot ation) for 1894-1895 Part |, para 57, page 30 


These names are taken from the Admimistration Report of the Calcutta Municipal Corporation for 1896-1897 (Part I, p 
14) The names of the officers (President, Vice-President and Council Members) are also available from annual Thacher s 
Indian Directories for these years The election of the Municipal Chairman as the President of the Library meant that the 
Corporation was payimg the stipulated annual grant Bright was the President of the Libray when negotiations for transfer 
of the Library was started by Govt of India He was President of the Library upto 30 May 1900 as a letter 1s addressed to 
him mn his capacity of President (Correspondence -III, p 6) 


Goode, S W , Municipal Calcutta, Edinburgh, 1916, p 373 


The Imperial Library from 1891 to 1902 1s designated hereafter as the Imperial Secretariat Library (not open to the public) 
m order to remove confusion The Imperial Library means generally the Impenal Library which was inaugurated by Lord 
Curzon on 30 January 1903 after passing the Imperial Library (Indentures Validation) Act, 1902 


The Imperial Secretariat Library had only a few printed reports and official handbooks Most of these were already 1n the 
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Calcutta Public Library as Governments of India, Bengal, Bombay (now Mumbai), Madras (now Chennat) and other 
provinces regularly deposited their publications in the Calcutta Public Library We have had occasion to use few books 
(say 1 out of 1,000 im the Indian Official Documents Diviston) belonging to the Home and other Departments of the Govt 
of India, which formed part of the Imperial Secretariat Library collection The Calcutta Public Library had a collection of 
one lakh volumes (See Bevertdge’s estimate of 1890) in 1898 The Imperial Library at the time of its opening had no more 
than this number of books The imperial Secretariat Library’s contribution to the tormation of the Impetial Library in 1903 
was very insignificant as the books/reports were mostly duplicates Official Reports and Selections trom Govt Records 
which formed bulk of the holdings of the Imperial Secretariat Library were not enough to make a library to meet the wants 
of all kinds of people whose tastes and requirements differ from fiction to fifteenth century prints In tact, what was 
inaugurated as Imperial Library in 1903 was nothing but the Calcutta Public Library under Govt of India management 


retaining the privileges of its proprietors 


“Copies of Correspondence between the Government of India and the Council of the Calcutta Public Library”, Calcutta 
Printed at the Newton Press, 1901, p 14 (Hereafter Correspondence -IlI, p | 


Gree1’s letter dated 16 November 1900 to Maharajah Narendta Krishna (Corespondence -IH, p 2) 
Greer’s letter dated 16 November 1900 
Minutes of the Council Meeting of 21 November 1900 (Correspondence -III, pp 5-6) 


Greet to Maharajah dated 3 January 190] (Correspondence -III_ pp 7-8) where F A. Slack’s letter dated 2 “January 1901 to 
Greer 1s printed 


Secretary Slack’s letter dated 12 January 1901 toR T Greer (Correspondence -III, p 13) 
Also reprinted in the “100 Years Ago” column on4 Apnil, 2001 
Mrs Geo Henry Rowland and Miss Anne Sturmer were the only lady proprietors of the Calcutta Public Library in 1901 


“Abstract of the Proceedings of the C ouncil of the Governor-General ot India Assembled tor the purpose of making Laws 
and Regulations”, vol XLI, Calcutta, pp 3-5, & 15-16 (Calcutta Office of the Supdt of Govt Printing, India, 1902) 


Governor-General's Legislative Council Proceedings, vol XLI (1902) pp 4-5 as in 74 above 
Ibid, pp 15-16 


Imperial Library (Indentures Validation) Act 1902, Schedule 2 
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The modem concept of a library as a cultural centre 1s the legacy of the Calcutta Public Library The 
Library was also a model cmployer by providing terminal benefits to employees in the absence of a 
statutory lability Participation of the readers in the management of the hbrary was another novel idea 
introduced by the Library Libraries should work under a legal framework and are answerable to the public 
at large for their moral upliftment by providing intellectual entertainment of the right kind Discipline and 
decorum are sine qua non in public places and enforcement of such habits should be enforced 1n hhbraries 
The Calcutta Public Library was a pioneering institution of its kind 1n India in enforcing the cultivation of 
these qualities and developing such concepts The part played by the heads of the Calcutta Public Library in 
inculcating a library culture was also exemplary 1n nature 


Credit goes to Peary Chand Mittra, Librarian of the Calcutta Public Library for more than a quarter 
century almost from its inception, for giving shape to a noble conceptual framework to the Public Library 
movement in India, apart from contnbuting enormously to the development of Library Science The legacy 
left by the Calcutta Public Library and its traditions are writ at large in the working of the National Library 
of India If the National Library 1s hailed as India’s Temple of Learning today, its high priest was Peary 
Chand Mittra, a true spiritualist The promoters of the Calcutta Public Library were fired with noble idcas 
and its patrons were nobler im their outlook The idea of the Calcutta Public Library originated with a 
journalist and true to his salt, he was also its first critic 


FATHER OF THE CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Joachim Hayward Stocqueler', with whom the idea of a public library for Calcutta originated, was a 
man of many parts He wielded considerable influence in the social life of Calcutta during the decade 1833- 
1843, not only by contributing his literary talents, but also by showing his histrionic abilities His 
Englishman 1s gone, but the National Library and his Sans Souc: Theatre (building of the St Xavicr’s 
College, Park Street, Calcutta) are monuments which will stand the test of trme Before we quote from the 
Memaotrs of a Journalist, what he has to say about the role he played in Calcutta in the decade under review, 
it1s worthwhile quoting from the Dictionary of National Biography 


“Stocqueler, Joachim Hayward (1800~ 1885), compiler, the son of Joachim Chnistian Stocqueler, an 
insurance broker of Hatton Garden, who was of Portuguese extraction, by his wife Elizabeth, second 
daughter of Dr Francis Hayward of Hackney, was born tn London in the year 1800 


“About 1821 he sailed for Calcutta, and spent the next twenty years in India There in addition to 
writing a guide to the overland route, Stocqueler did much journalistic work, editing among other papers, 
the ‘Bengal Monthly Sporting Magazine’, the ‘East Indian United Service Journal’ (1833), the ‘Indian 
Racing Calendar’ ,(1838), the ‘Calcutta Englishman’, and the‘English Gentleman’ He also compiled 
several works of at least temporary value mcluding ‘Fifteen Months’ Pilgrimage through Khuzistan and 
Persia’ (2 vols. London, 1832), ‘The Wellington Manual’ (extracted from the Despatches, Calcutta, 1840) 
and ‘Memonials of Affghanistan’ (illustrative of the British expedition, 1838-42, Calcutta, 1843) He 
returned to England in 1843 in order to find a wider market for his Indian experience, and, 1n addition to 
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lecturing on Indian subjects, established an East Indian Institute and a general inquiry office. During 185 5-6 
he lectured on the Crimean war with a diorama. Shortly after this he left London in debt, and was employed 
throughout the American war as a newspaper correspondent. Retuming to England, he lived to a ripe old 
ave, and died at Brighton in 1885. A book professing to be his ‘autobiography’ was printed in India about 
1873, but was suppressed”. 


Besides the works mentioned, he wrote: 1. ‘Handbook of British India’, London, 1844, 2. ‘The 
Oriental Interpreter and Treasury of East India Knowledge’, London, 1848, 3. ‘Alfred the Great: a 
romance’, 1849, 4. ‘The British Officer: his position, Duties, Emoluments’, London, 1851, 5. ‘Life of the 
Duke of Wellington’, 2 vols., London, 1852-3, 6. ‘The Military Encyclopaedia’, London, 1853, 7. ‘The Old 
Field Officer, or the Military and Sporting Adventures of Major Worthington’ (pseudonym), 1853, 8. 
‘India: its History, Climate, Productions, and Field Sports’, London, 1853. Ina later edition (1857), this was 
carried down to the Mutiny. 9. ‘Memoirs and Correspondence of major General Sir William Nott’, 2 vols., 
London, 1854, 10. ‘A Familiar History of British India’, London, 1854, another edition, ‘brought down to 
1865 by J.H. Siddons’ (pseudonym), was published in 1865. 11. °A Familiar History of the United States’ 
(under the above pseudonym), London, 1865. 12. ‘A Familiar History of the British Army from 1660’, 
London, 1871, 13. ‘A Personal History of the Horse Guards from 1750’, London, 1873. 14.‘The 
Shakespearean Referee: A Cyclopaedia of 4.200 words occurring in the Plays of Shakespeare’, 
Washington, 1886, Two farces also appeared in his name, ‘Polkamania’ and ‘An Object of Interest’ (Lacy’s 
edition, vol. XVI). (Notes & Queries, 8thseries, XI, 267, 315; details kindly furnished by H.J. Hunter, Esq., 
of Allibone’s Dictionary of English Literature; British Museum Catalogue - E.M.L., Vol. XVHI, pp. 1282- 
83). 


Stocqueler was also the author of 15, ‘The Wonders and Beauties of Creation’, 16. ‘How to Travel in 
the Old World’, 17. ‘The Emigrant’s Guide’, 18. ‘The War in Italy’, etc. 


Founding of the Englishman. 

The Dictionary of National Biography seems to be in error in stating that Stocqueler sailed for 
Calcutta in 1821. In fact, Stocqucler was in Bombay for the first ten years. He had a stint of journalism in 
Bombay and James Buckingham, the editor of Bengal Hurkaru, the principal liberal paper in Calcutta, 
invited him to Calcutta to take over the editorship of the daily. ‘The offer was very tempting pecuniarily, and 
quite in accordance with a long-cherished wish to visit the modern metropolis of India. I know that Mr. 
Buckingham had so widened the compass of press action that I should never lack subjects of discussion’, 
wrote Stocqueler in his autobiography, The Memoirs of a Journalist (enlarged, revised, and corrected by the 
author—Times of India, London, 1873). Before taking up the editorship of Bengal Hurkaru (which he never 
did), he went home by the overland route, visiting Persia, Southern Russia, Berlin, Hanover and other citics 
en route and reached London in 1832. He sailed for Calcutta at the end of 1832 and landed in the City of 
Palaces in January 1833. 


“Sad news greeted us on taking the pilot on board. All the chief commercial and banking firms, 
notably those of Alexander & Co., Mackintosh & Co., Cruttenden Mackillop & Co., had failed for millions 
of rupees, and consternation ‘ruled the hour’.” (p.88). 

“Presenting myself to Mr. Samuel Smith, the proprietor of the Hurkaru, he informed me, regretfully, 
that as I had been so long in reaching Calcutta, he had found himself under the necessity, in the absence of 
the bona fide editor, Mr. James Sutherland, of engaging the services of one of the principal members of the 
house of Alexander & Co. — Colonel James Young, a retired artillery officer of undoubted literary 
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attainments. Smith owed the firm upwards of £60,000. He could do no less, under the circumstances, than 
give the chief partner bread and cheese. Still he was indisposed to leave me out in the cold, and therefore, 
proposed that, until Colone! Young was otherwise provided for, I should edit the Bengal Herald, a weekly 
literary journal emanating from the same establishment, receiving about one-fifth of the salary that attached 
to the editorship of the daily” (p. 89). 


“In the meanwhile I made many acquaintances and some friends, and was enlisted by the 
accomplished Henry Meredith Parker into amateur corps dramatique, which then did popular service in a 
clumsy old edifice at Chowringhee — the fashionable quarter of Calcutta” (p. 89). 


Parker, says Stocqueler, was among the warmest supporters of Buckingham’s Calcutta Journal, 
when to be so was a service of danger. Like other British dramatists, Parker condescened to borrow from the 
French. He cast Stocqueler for a bear in his adaptation of L ‘Ours et le Pacha. There were two bears, Captain 
Sewell, a staff officer of an admirably quaint humour... and Parker the bear-leader. This performance took 
the fancy of the public, and inaugurated a long life of theatricals for Stocqueler. “My success as Bruin led to 
my rapid promotion from farce to the highest dignities in the drama. In course of time 1 was‘cast for Cassius, 
Iago, Pizaroo, and Sir John Falstaff: Even Moliere s Tartufje was included in my repertoire when a troupe 
of wandering French Thespians, who had gone from Bordeaux to Bourbon, came to Calcutta. To do the 
gencrosity of our audiences justice (for the most part composed of highly educated people, and numbering 
amongst themselves many competent critics), they were very indulgent to amateur effort. They never 
hissed our failures” (p. 90). “We were very fortunate in one of our actresses. Esther Leach, the daughter ofa 
solidicr, and the wife of a garrison sergeant-major, was singularly gifted. Extremely pretty, very intelligent, 
modest, and amiable, possessing a musical voice, and good taste, she adapted herself to all the requirements 
of the drama ... Her fame travelled to Calcutta, and she, nothing loth, accepted an engagement at the 
Chowringhee theatre. This necessitated her husband’s transfer to Fort William as garrison sergeant-major. 
He was not the first man who owed his advancement to his wife. Thére were other actresses on the Calcutta 
boards, but they were persons of very moderate capacity ...” (pp. 91-92). 


The public applauded Stocqueler’s histrionic efforts. The Bengal Herald “scarcely yielded salt for 
my porridge”, says Stocqueler. Let us quote in toto what he has to say about the origin of the Englishman. 


“Circumstances favoured my design. The John Bull, (established in 1821) a daily paper which 
prefessed Toryism, and was read with pleasure by ancient civilians, who abhorred liberalism in its most 
modern and diluted form, was for sale. It had been the property of one of the houses which had become 
insolvent in 1832. The assignees desired to get a purchaser. The price asked was £1,800 — 18,000 rupees. I 
made an offer, which was at once accepted, and became the editor and proprietor of a conservative journal 
(p. 92). Glancing at the subscription list, I found that it did not number 250 names, and, among these, one- 
half were greatly — hopelessly in arrear with their subscriptions. The advertisements had dwindled down to 
two or three columns ... In the midst of my perplexity, I adopted a bold experiment. It was impossible for me 
to conduct a conservative paper. My public sympathies were entirely opposed to the principles on which the 
John Bull had been conducted. Was there room for another liberal daily — a self-supporting paper? If not, | 
had the consolation of knowing that I could not be worse off than I was. In one moment ] decided to change 
the name of the John Bull — to cast the serpent’s skin — to cut away the Jast remains of Toryism, and live 
purely with what I could create. The John Bull became the Englishman, anda liberal platform was assumed. 
There were some circumstances in my favour. Neither the Hurkaru nor the Indian News, the two established 
liberal journals, went far enough for a certain class of readers. They were so entirely allied to the bankrupt 
members of two of the collapsed firms, that they refused to open their columns to the complaints, 
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remonstrances, and appeals of the impoverished officers, widows, and orphans, and others who had 
suffered by the failures This made them a host of enemies Assisted with capital by the enlightened 
Dwarkanath Tagore, I at once engaged the literary services of Sir John Peter Grant, who had resigned the 
office of Putsne Judge of the Bombay Court, rather than allow its independence to be tampered with, of Mr 
John Farley Leith, a young barrister who was then working his way to that high position he has since 
deservedly attained as a pleader before the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council, of Mr Charles 
Thackeray, another barnster (uncle of William Makepeace Thackeray), and of Mr Hough, who had been a 
missionary in Burmah To these gentlemen was assigned all the grave work I did the nonsense myself” (p 
93). 


“The success which had attended the establishment of the Oriental Sporting Magazine at Bombay 
induced me to repeat the experiment in Calcutta The Bengal Sporting Magazine produced a most 
unexpected result Finding that many officers desired to ventilate their opinions upon professional and 
historical subyects to a greater extent than they could do in the columns of a newspaper, | statted a military 
magazine in humble imitation of the United Service Journal The labour of conducting all these thiec 
publications— the daly paper and the two monthhies, to which I added the Oriental Observer, a weekly 
literary journal —- was exceedingly severe in such a climate as Bengal, 1t would have been heavy anywhere 
— but enjoying good health, and cheered by success, never drinking, never smoking, never losing my 
temper — I did not spare myself Up by five in the morning and working unti] midmight, with the interval of 
half an hour’s siesta after a light tiffin, | managed not only to spend a couple of hours on horseback every 


day, but to study parts for the theatre, carry ona large correspondence, and establish an army of agency” (p 
95) 


“The Englishman, which nine years previously had cost £ 1,800 was now sold for £ 13,000 after 
yielding me a good income for four or five of the final years of my stay in the country Aware of my intended 
departure, (M1 John William) Kaye offered me the appointment of London Correspondent of the Hurkaru, 
and a similar compliment was patd me by the proprictor of the Maras Athenoeum | accepted both offers, 
and took final leave of the country” in 1843 


Stocqueler was a colourful personality and it is on record that he had to fight a duel, or as he puts it, 
“accept a polite invitation to pistols and coffee for two” for publishing a libe! On another occasion, he had 
to pay damages for publishing a libel against a certain captain of a native Infantry He extended a helping 
hand to any one in need He enjoyed a robust health (“I have never taken medicine since I was my own 
master, and trust I never shall”) He enjoyed the fnendship of the elite of the native as well as the European 
society of his days in Calcutta Thomas Babington Macaulay often paid visits to Stocqueler’s office to get 


educated in Indian legal system The advent of the American ice in Calcutta may be read profitably in his 
Memoirs 


Sans Souct Theatre 

A few words about the role played by Stocqueler in the theatre movement in Calcutta have already 
been said and it 1s now time to recapitulate the circumstances leading to the establishment of the Sans Souci 
theatre (which now happily stands as the St Xavicr’s College in Park Street, with necessary additions and 
alterations). Let us quote his own words: “The fire god has a particular appetite for theatres. He spared the 
old Chowringhee edifice for a good many years, and at length swallowed it at a mouthful. Byron’s lines on 


the destruction of Old Drury were quite applicable to the sacrifice of the Calcutta temple dedicated to Thalia 
and Melpomene: 
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In one dread night our city saw and sighed, 
Bowed to thedust the Drama's tower of pride; 
In one short hour behold the blazing fame 
Apollo sank, and Shakespeare ceased to reign. 


“No one seeming disposed to attempt the work of reconstruction, it fell to me to endeavour to raise a 
subscription, and give the public a theatre in another part of the town. In the meanwhile, a long room 
beneath a book-seller’s store was engaged and converted into a temporary home for the Drama under the 
title of the Sans Souci. Mrs. Leach was the ostensible lessee of the little succedaneum while the larger house 
was being reared, likewise on her account. The subscriptions came in with liberal rapidity — so 
encouraging an aspect, in fact, did everything wear, that I wrote to my agent in England to send out two or 
three actresses, a couple of good ‘general utility’ actors, and a scene-painter ...” 


The formal opening of the theatre took place on 8 March 1841. The theatre was sold to Archbishop 
Carew in 1844 after the departure of Stocqueler on account of the effect of the Afghan war. Lord Auckland, 
who had been a generous patron of the theatre, had returned to England a sorrowful man. 


Stocqueler who founded the Bombay General Library and Reading Room, housed in Jamsedjee 
Jeejeebhoy’s house in the Fort area on 15 November 1830 tried the same experiment in Calcutta after 
circulating his scheme among the intellectuals of the metropolis and printed it in his paper, the Englishman 
on the very day a mammoth public mecting was being held in the Town Hall for celebrating the 
emancipation of the Indian Press by Lord Metcalfe. The Freedom of Press meeting’ was carried away by the 
Public Library scheme and a resolution was passed to carry out the establishment of a public library for 
Calcutta on 20 August 1835, as we have already seen. A special meeting’ for the establishment of the 
Calcutta Public Library according to the scheme claborated at the Freedom of the Press meeting held 10 
days ago was held on 31 August 1835 at the same venue at which Stocqueler was elected the founder 
honorary Secretary of the institution: “Much had becn kindly said about his claims to the merits of having 
originated the proposition for the formation of a Public Library”, he said accepting the honour of being 
elected officiating Secretary to the proposed Library. Sir John Peter Grant, who chaired the meeting for the 
establishment of the Calcutta Public Library in rising said, he could not vacate the chair without expressing 
how much the public were indebted to Mr. Stocqueler for his exertions. He was quite sure that without his 
energy and perseverance there would have becn no meeting on that day’. Earlier, C.W. Smith, who had 
moved the main Resolution “That it is expedient and necessary to establish in Calcutta a Public Library of 
Reference and Circulation that shall be open to all ranks and classes without distinction, and sufficiently 
extensive to supply the wants of the entire community in every department of literature” expressed the hope 
and trust that “ the meeting will not separate without paying some tribute to the gentleman (and here Mr. 
Stocqucler) to whom we arc indebted for the exccllent proposition we are here to consider” (Applausc). 


“An opinion prevails that the connection of the Honorary Secretary (Mr. Stocqueler) with the 
Library tends to mar its success by preventing many hostile to him from subscribing to the institution. He 
has subsquently resigned””, it was reported in January 1836. “Mr. Stocqueler has resigned the Honorary 
Secretaryship to the Library. The affairs of the institution, it is said, are going on very satisfactorily”, it was 
reported early in March 1836. 


The hositility to Stocqueler originated from the Stocqueler-Lumley controversy which occupied 
columns of the Indian Press in 1836, and which was conducted by the disputants with an astonishing lack of 
taste and good judgement. We shall take the help of the records of the Bengal Club in explaining this 
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controversy in a nutshell: “Joachim Hayward Stocqueler, founder of the “Englishman” published in his 
newly established journal a series of attacks upon certain measures taken by Colonel Lumley, the Adjutant- 
General, The tone of these attacks may be judged by the fact that Stocqueler, in reply to the accusation that 
they amounted to ‘wanton defamation’, could only answer — ‘suppose they were — what is that to the 
purpose’. The position ofa journalist, who conceives it his duty to criticise advérsely the official actions ofa 
fellow member of his Club, must of necessity raise nice questions of ethics. To Colonel Lumley’s friends 
Stocqueler’s transgressions appeared heinous, and led by Mr. Longueville Clarke, of whom more hereafter, 
they proposed expulsion of Stocqueler from the Club. 


“With an amazing disregard for the proprieties both sides rushed into print, and for many months the 
Press was filled with comments on the schism that was bringing the Club near dissolution. The controversy 
was not confined to local newspapers. In military circles Stocqueler’s views obtained considerable support, 
and the editor of the Meerut Universal Magazine, Captain Harvey Tuckett, had no difficulties in 
demonstrating that when it came to vituperation the mofussil could hold its own with Calcutta. With 
clephantine sarcasm and queer flair for prophecy, he observed in a leading article that gentlemen have a way 
of settling their difficulties ‘by that description of short-hand that may be termed Pistolography’. (Lord) 
Metcalfe’s tact finally saved the situation. Stocqueler was induced to resign his membership, but not before 
some members had withdrawn in disgust at this public washing of dirty linen, and a proposal to dissolve the 
Club had been put forward at a general meeting”. 


Stocqueler’s opprobrious language had made him unpopular in the Calcutta socicty of 1836 and his 
resignation from the Secretaryship of the Library was a graceful act that saved the institution from infant 
mortality. John Bell, one of the committee of Curators of the Library, resigned his office in May 1838 as he 
considered the institution in a state of insolvency. W.P. Grant, another Curator, showed that the Library was 
far from being in a state of insolvency with the help of the accounts prepared by the Librarian, Peary Chand 
Mittra. Grant was peeved at the attacks on the Library by the Englishman. Stocqueler, who was present at 
the mecting of 5 May 1838, justified his criticism of the Library as the institution owed upwards of Rs. 800 
to the Union Bank, but had to meet the debt, only Rs. 900 in course of collection, a sum that might or might 
not be recoverable. “Mr. Stocqueler prit parole and with reference to the remark regarding newspaper 
attacks, avowed that he grounded those which the Englishman had made, on evidence furnished by the 
Curators themselves. He referred to their last published statement of accounts (1" April), in which it 
appeared that the library owed upwards of cight hundred rupees to the Union Bank, but had, to meet the 
debt, only 900 Rupees in course of collection, a sum that might or might not be recoverable. Mr. Stocqueler 
said, that he felt much interest in the prosperity of the library, and that, as the public could only be induced to 
support it by being put in possession of the state of affairs, he thought it the duty of the press, when the 
affairs were represented to be in disorder, to urge a reform in the management. He was much gratified with 
Mr. W.P. Grant's present explanation, and regretted that it had not been laid before the public, instead of the 
imperfect statement which had alarmed him (Mr. S.) And other friends of the library”. Mr. W.P. Grant and 
Mr. H.M. Parker (the other Curators) expressed their surprise that the imperfect statement should have 
found its way into the public prints. It contained important omissions, and its appearance had not been 
sanctioned by them. John Bell did not withdraw his resignation in spite of this explanation. 


PEARY CHAND MITTRA AS LIBRARIAN” 


Peary Chand Mittra’s connection with the Calcutta Public Library began before it was formally 
opened to the public on 21 March 1836. The General Committee appointed by the Meeting of 31 August 
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1835 on 3 September resolved that the “Secretary do circulate books for the reception of the names of 
persons desirous of becoming shareholder, inserting the foregoing Resolutions in a fly leaf in each book’. 
Peary Chand, who was a favourite student of Sir J.P. Grant at the Hindu College was the young man who ran 
throughout the whole length and breadth of the town to collect subscriptions for the library from 
3 September 1835 till its formal opening’’. He was the blue- eyed boy of the Europeans and the moderates of 
the Hindu community, acceptable to everyone alike. When Russick Krishna Mullick and others were 
blazing the torch of Henry Louis Vivian Derozio” , Peary Chand was the only student of that Stormy Petre] 
who was not carried away by his teacher’s oratory. Peary Chand was appointed an Assistant to Librarian 
early in December 1835, as reported by the Englishman of 9 December: “Pereechund, an intelligent Hindu 
youth, educated at the Hindu College has been appointed assistant to Librarian*” (G. Hough). He was there 
to arrange the books lent by the Fort William College authorities and other well-wishers. He owed his 
appointment to Sir J.P. Grant, who was his teacher at the Hindu College and who had become Puisne Judge 
of the Calcutta Supreme Court in 1833. He was more popular and respected than the Chief Justice, Sir 
Edward Ryan. While yet a student of Hindu College, Peary Chand had joined the Academic Association, a 
debating Club, established under the auspices and presidentship of David Hare, the father of Native 
Education in Bengal. At the same time he had established a charitable school at his ancestral home in 
Nimtalla Ghat, called Benevolent Institution. He taught the boys of the locality during his Icisure time. 
David Hare and Derozio were honorary visitors and Russick Krishna Mullick, Radha Nath Sikdar and Shib 
Chandra Deb, Peary Chand’s classmates at the Hindu College, were honorary teachers at that charitable 
institution. Thus he had attracted attention of Sir Edward Ryan, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, C.H. 
Cameron (President of the Law Commission & President of the Committee of Education) and others. 


Peary Chand’s merit as a scholar at the Hindu College was signally testified by Sir John Peter Grant 
who was Professor of Law and Political Economy there from 1830 to 1833, as he awarded his own prize to 
him for an essay he had set — his competitors comprising Degumber Mittra and other students of his class. 
On onc occasion when Sir John enquired of Dr. John Tytler, Professor of Mathematics, whether there was 
any student in his class who knew Moral Philosophy, Dr. Tytler named Peary Chand as the ‘Philosopher’. 
Peary Chand distinguished himself at every examination and received regularly a scholarship of Rs. 10 per 
month during his college life. He was an able public speaker and that was why he was chosen to deliver a 
farewell address to his teacher, Sir J.P. Grant in November 1833 at the time of the jurist’s taking lcave of his 
students to take up the judgeship of the Supreme Court. The Gynanneshun reported the event on 13 
November, 1833 thus": 


Last Saturday at about a quarter before 4 O’clock, Sir John Peter Grand 2™ Puisne Judge of the 
Supreme Court, delivered his farewell lecture to his students at the Hindoo College. Having bricfly 
recapitulated the most important points of the lectures he had gone through during the time he was 
employed in the College, he commented on Hobbes’, Locke’s and Hume’s notions of the foundation 
of Justice. He then for the last time advised his pupils to prosecute their studies with vigour, to make 
no opinion their own which they had not previously examined and above all to reduce all that they 
learnt to the guidance of their conduct. He was taking his leave, when he was interrupted by Baboo 
Peary Chund Mittro, who in the name of the whole class, returned, in a neat and excellent speech, 
their thanks for the kind treatment which they had met with from their worthy Professor and then 
read the following address:- 


To the Honorable Sir John Peter Grant, Kt., &c. &c. 


“Sir, — In bidding you farewell we can not refrain from acknowledging that since your connexion 
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with the Hindoo College as the Professor of Law and Political Economy, we have been greatly 
benefitted by your interesting and instructive lectures. Nothing could be more delightful to us than 
the moral lessons which you instilled into our minds; and it is for this, Sir, you are entitled to our 
esteem and gratitude. We indulged an expectation that we should be enabled to avail ourselves of 
your valuable instruction for a much longer period, but your premature separation from us dispels 
that hope. We are deeply indebted to you for the unremitted assiduity you have all along bestowed in 
preparing your valuable lectures and for the lively interest you have ever evinced in our 
improvement. This induced us to offer you our warmest thanks as a very faint tribute for the favours 
you have conferred upon us. It is with unfcigned regret that we now take leave of you under the 
painful assurance, that your secession from the College will prove a serious loss to that Institution. 
We beg to congratulate you however on your appointment to an office so honorable and worthy of 
your distinguished talent. We conclude with every good wish for your present and further welfare 
and remain, your very grateful pupils”. Coyles Chunder Dutt, and 19 other students. Hindoo 
College, November 9" 1833. 


Sir John returned his thanks and then took leave of his pupils. 


We congratulate the learned gentleman on his elevation of the Calcutta Bench; we can not, however, 
sufficiently regret the loss which the College will sustain from his resignation. For, from the few 
lectures which he delivered, and which we had the honor of hearing, we were led to believe that his 
connection with that institution was calculated to produce much good. We are not however without 
our hopes: and we sincerely wish that whoever may be his successor, will do credit to the chair so 
honorably filled by Sir John Peter Grant. 


The following letter from Sir John Pcter Grant bears testimony to the fact that it was he who 
recommended Peary Chand to the Curators of the Calcutta Public Library for appointment as Sub- 
Librarian”. 


Peary Chand Mittra was a student at the Hindoo College when I gave lectures there upon 
Jurisprudence which he attended and 1 have known him ever since. I formed a very favourable 
opinion then of the advantageous usc he had made of the opportunities he had possessed of acquiring 
knowledge and of his love of study and readiness of comprehension”. He has been since that time 
and I believe very much from my recommendation a Sub-Librarian at the Public Library, where | 
understand he has given satisfaction by his attention and good conduct. I havea very good opinion of 
his moral character and should be surprised and disappointed to find that he had failed in discharging 
any duty within his power entrusted to him. 


He is an admirable English scholar, has engaging manners, and good temper so far as | can judge. He 
has correct moral principles, a great attachment to literary pursuits as far as his means have 
extended, and in my opinion, is likely to make a good teacher of what he already knows and to go on 
in the acquirement of more knowledge if he has access to books. He is already much better informed 
than most young men of his age and nation.— J.P. GRANT. 


The provisional appointment of Peary Chand as an Assistant to Librarian was confirmed on 8 March 
1836 when the first General Meeting of the proprictors and subscribers was held at the Library Rooms 
(lower apartment of Dr. F.P. Strong in Esplanade East; presided over by Sir J.P. Grant when Sir E. Ryan, C. 
Cameron, Rev. J. Marshman, W.P. Grant, J.R. Colvin, J.H. Stocqueler, H.M. Parker, T. Dickens, Russomoy 
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Dutt, Prosono Coomar Tagore, J.T. Pearson, Col. Beatson, Col Dunlop, G.T. Speed and others were 
present) and the proceedings of which stated: “The Curators, after a careful consideration of the ments of 
the different candidates who presented themselves, have appointed Mr. Stacy to the office of Librarian 
They have also appointed Peery Chund Mitter to the office of Sub-Librarian’”. The salary attached to the 
post was Rs 50 per month. Following Mr. Stacy’s resignation we find the following correspondence: 


“My dear Sir, 

I will with pleasure support the clarm of Peary Chand Mittra for the vacancy of Librarian As far as I have 
had an opportunity of forming an opmion he 1s very intelligent and will do our work better than a European who if 
well educated would rather want a much higher salary or may hold it unti! something better fell in his luck 

1 am glad to hear that subscription for your poor brother's widow has turned out so favourably Rs 2,000, 
however, will not I fear go far in carrying your determination into effect 


Mrs Walker I am glad to say 1s much better I am begmning to get quite tired of my idleness, and shall be 
happy to jotn office again when my trouble 1s out 


19" January 1838" Yours very truly, 
R WALKER" 
PS -— Ifthe question of Librarian comes to a vote, I suppose, we shall all have timely notice given 


To 
John Bell, Esq 


We will quote the Minutes” of the Curators on the application from Babu Peary Chand 
Mittra, Deputy Librarian for the office of Librarian, which shows the esteem and regard the 
Curators had for him 


“This paper has been sent to me first I can only offer my individual opmion on a question which 1s alike open to 
all who by the rules of the Library may be entitled to vote 


Jt appears to me that Babu Peary Chand Mittra has established a claim to the office of Librarian as a most zealous 
and intelligent young man It1s the bounden duty of the Curators to seck for the highest standard of qualification that can be 
obtained tor the means We have to remunerate such an individual, and without meaning the lowest disparagement, I have 
no doubt that applicants may be found tn these hard times who combine more general knowledge than a Hindu to whom the 
Enghish Janguage 1s an acquired 


But there are other considerations which render the acceptance of the services of such an individual a question of 
policy as regards the interests of the Library Such an individual would only be induced to accept offer at the ubove salary 
with a view to bring himself for the future advancement and the interests of the Library would be subservient to the 
ambition of the Librarian 


In giving the situation to Peary Chand Mittra we should be not hable to this contingency in as much as Rs 100 to 
him would be equivalent to a salary ofa Rs 500 to a highly gifted individual ofhabits Moreover with a zealous Curator as 
Mr Grant, I think our present Librarian agrees with everything we could wish for and I should regret to see much laudable 
aspiration in our Hindu brother dampened by any innovation after having served the Library so faithfully since its 
establishment 


I do not much like Peary Chand’s proposal to bring in a Deputy, I think such an arrangement injudicious and 
savouring of yobbing We have here in the market many young, talented and well-qualified Hindus, who ought to be invited 
to offer the service upon such salary as a Deputy Librarian as finances will permit 


These are my views to the question, and I give my vote for as many as J may have, with great joy, to Peary Chand 
Mittra as a young man of high culture and courteous manners and as a proficient scholar in English language, with whom | 
think few Europeans can compete and as a person exceedingly well qualified and hnghly deserving the suffrages of those 
who have interests of the Calcutta Public Library at least 


17° January JOHN BELL 
I consider the above fair and reasonable and shall be happy to support Babu Peary Chand Mittra by my vote 
J NOLAN” 
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Peary Chand Mittra shouldered the additional duties of Collector for the Library He was appointed 
Secretary and Librarian when the Library was registered under the Companies Act (XLII of 1850) The 
Secretary was required to file the annual returns under the Act The Librarian enjoyed a wide range of 
discretionary powers and was the man on the spot to tackle any problem and take decision as the situation 
demanded The Curators seldom attendéd the Library except for transaction of official business The 
administration of the Library was in the hands of the Librarian The Secretary was the registrar for transfer 
of shares and he had to be paid one Rupee from 1851 onwards for registering every share transferred, upon a 
fine of 100 Rupees to the Library After compeleting 30 years of service with the Library, Peary Chand 
tendered his resignation In the Report on the Calcutta Public Library for 1866 we read: “ The Secretary and 
Librarian has tendered his resignation” of the stipendiary appointment to the Committee of Curators, but 
has offered to continue to act as Honorary Secretary and Librarian being desirous to render any service in 
his power to the institution with which he has been so long connected, and in which he has always 
manifested a deep interest The Curators consider that the loss of his services, 1s a matter of regret, and that it 
will be difficult to replace them effectively Although the Curators consider, that as a general rule, the 
services of a paid Secretary and Librarian are necessary, under existing circumstances they recommend that 
the offer of Babu Peary Chand Mittra to act as Hony Secretary and Libranan be accepted, with thanks for 
the present, and that in order to relieve him from a portion of the detail duties, and with a view to training a 
permanent successor, a Deputy be appointed ona salary not exceeding Rs 100 permensem 


“ The Committee further recommend that to mark the sense entertained by the Members of the 
Library, regarding the long and valuable services rendered to 1t since its formation by Babu Peary Chand 
Mittra, that he be nommnated an Honorary Curator of the Library, in which position his long experience 1s 
likely to prove highly beneficial to the interests of the institution” 


The esteem in which Babu Peary Chand Mittra has been held by the Curators will be manifest by the 
recorded minutes hereto annexed 


Minutes of the Curators 


“I should fail in my duty to the most deserving officer of the institution, 1f1 neglect to record my opinion of his services, for 
the information of the Sub-Committee appointed to enquire into the details of its administration Baboo Peary Chand Mittra has 
been connected with the Library since its establishment, and during this long servitude he secured the approbation of successive 
bodies of Curators while he has concihated the good feeling of the large body of the subscribers To satisfy all would be simply an 
impossibility, but J do not hesitate to say that his attention to his duties and to wishes of all who have had occasion to refer to him and 
above all to the interests of the Library, entitle him to the thanks of the whole body of subscribers As having been long associated 
with him in the management I take this opportunity which, as I am about leaving India, may not offer itself again, to record my 
sense of the value of his services too moderately estimated by the money value of Rs 200 per month The Library has, 
notwithstanding shortcomings, difficult if not impossible i a body so constituted to overcome, and criticism on its Management 
which, where warranted, has met with attention, and has been eminently successful in its objects, while financtally it 1s now richer 


than was before I desire therefore to record my thanks for the valuable assistance I have, as Curator, derived form Baboo Peary 
Chand Mittra 


17th February, 1866 
. AC MCRAE” 


P'S I would draw the attention of the Sub-Committee to Colonel Broome’s scheme as approved by the Curators Ithas not 
yet been fully worked out, but as a whole menits the attention of the Sub-Committee —A C M” 


“Without volunteering any point upon the Sub-Committee has before it, I cannot hesitate to record my entire agreement 
in everything stated by Doctor McRac as to our Secretary and the very valuable services which he has given to the Library for a long 
series of years His claims on the Library will, I am confident, be fully tecogmised by the Sub-Commuttee Colonel Broome’s 
scheme, approved of by the Curators, should be brought to the notice of the Sub-Committee 


26" February, 1886 
CB TREVOR” 
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“My connection with the management of the Calcutta (Public) Library is of shorter date than that of my colleagues, 
but has been sufficiently long to warrant my recording my sense of the valuable services of the Secretary and 
Librarian, Baboo Peary Chand Mittra, whose tact and judgement have been of great advantage, and whose zeal for 
and exertions in behalf of the interests of the Library have been marked and unflagging for a long series of years. An 
executive head to the establishment and one possessing ability, discretion, character and experience is 
indispensable. These requisite qualifications are possessed in a high degree by the present Secretary and Librarian, 
and I apprehend that it would be difficult to replace him efficiently, more specially with reference to the 
remuneration available. 


(Date not known) 
ARTHUR BROOME”. 


Peary Chand Mittra worked as Honorary Secretary and Curator from 1866 to 1877. The Curators 
recommended that Peary Chand Mittra should be elected Honorary Proprietor of the Library. “This 
gentleman”, the Report of the Library for 1872, says, “was, in recognition of the services rendered by him to 
the institution for thirty-one years, appointed in 1866 an Honorary Curator, but as this honorary distinction, 
whilst conveying with it the right to exercise all the duties of a Curators did not carry with it any privileges, 
the Committee proposes that he should be elected an honorary Proprietor, and be borne in the books as 

. such, similarly to the late Doctor Strong, who, for like services, received the privileges of an Honorary 
Proprietor”. 


The Curators passed the following Resolution™ on hearing the death of Peary Chand Mittra on 23 
November 1883 : 


“That the Council deeply deplore the great loss sustained by the Library in the death of their 
worthy and valued colleague Babu Peary Chand Mittra, and record in this Resolution their 
sense of the eminent services rendered by him to the Institution in various capacities since its 
establishment, embracing a pcriod of forty-eight years”. 


The Council also recommended that a suitable memorial of the deceased be put up in the 
Library Room should it meet with the approval of thc members present at the Annual General 
Meeting for 1883. An oil painting” of the deceased was voted by the Proprietors and subscribers of 
the Library and it adorned the Metcalfe Hall with the following inscription. 


Peary Chand Mittra 

Bor 22™ July 1814 

Died 23" November 1883 

was connected with the Library 

From its formation in 1836 till his death. 


A bust of Peary Chand Mittra was erected in the Town Hall by his European friends and native 
admirers which adorned the foot of the right staircase of the famed Hall. H.E.A.Cotton in his celebrated 
book wrote thus about this bust”: “The bust of Baboo Peary Chand Mitra commemorates a man remarkable 
in many respects. A pupil of Derozio at the old Hindoo College, he preferred commerce to Government 
service. He was , however, for a long time Secretary to the Public Library, and was the author of several 
novels in Bengali of which the best known is 'Alaler Gharer Dulal’ or the Spoiled Child . It has been 
translated into English and also dramatized , and is full of humour and literary power. His life of David Hare 
in English and Bengali was likewise much praised at the time: and his affection for the memory of the 
watch-maker philanthropist found vent also in his foundation of the Hare Anniversary, which was 
celebrated every year, on the 1“ of June , the day of his death , for forty years. He was first Secretary to the 
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British Indian Society, and to the Bethune Society and one of the original members of the British Indian 
Association , and the first Secretary of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. In 1868 he was 
appointed a member of the Bengal Legislative Council and helped largely in passing the Act which led to 
the establishment of the last named society. As a Justice of the Peace and Honorary Magistrate and a 
member of the Corporation under the Act of 1863, he took an active part in local public movements. In later 
years he became first a spiritualist and then a theosophist. He died in November 1883 at the age of 69”. 
This bust is now in the Victoria Memorial Hall. 


With admirable zeal, diligence and perseverance, Peary Chand Mittra worked as the Librarian of 
the Calcutta Public Library and stored his mind with varied knowledge of social, literary, political and 
religious problems. Possessed ofamarvellous memory, great cnergy and patience he, within a short period, 
acquired a thorough knowledge of the system. It was an office which made heavy demand on the time, 
attention and patience and involved duties the right discharge of which required special tact and aptitude. 
Distinguished by superior talent and scholarship, Peary Chand endeared himself to all by his bland and 
amiable manners.Gentle and unaffected in his address, he was yet remarkable for his keen discernment of 
character and unfailing stock of good sense and feeling. When differences of opinion arose, and 
explanations had to be given, he was the man fitted for the task. To the promotion of the best interests of the 
Library he was devoted in no ordinary degree. At times when others forsook or threatened to forsake it , he 
clung to it with more resolute tenacity . He improved himself much intellectually by his close connection 
with the Library and he fostered the Library as a bird does to its youngsters. When Babu Prosonno Coomar 
Tagore resigned his post as Clerk in the Law Department, Sir Edward Ryan pressed upon Peary Chand to 
accept that post, but he respectfully declined. He was held in high esteem by the Curators of the Library 
for his great capacity of business and organisation forthe proper discharge of duties. He made the Library 
the cultural centre of Calcutta by his association with numerous institutions”. 


’ 


Peary Chand Mittra was associated with all important institutions and Associations” established in 
Calcutta in one capacity or other during his lifetime. He was connected with |. Academic Association 
(1828— Member), 2. Agri-Horticultural Society (1820— Member, 1847), 3.Asiatic Society (1784— 
Member, 1866), 4. Association of Friends for the Promotion of Social Improvement (1854— Committee 
Member), 5. Bengal Agricultural Exhibition (1864— Judge), 6. Bengal British India Society (1843— 
Hony. Secretary), 7. Bengal Legislative Council (Member. 1868-70), 8. Bengal Social Science Association 
(1867— Hony. Secretary), 9. Bengal spectator (1842—-Founder Editor ), 10. Bengal Theosophical Society 
(1882— President ), 11.Bethune Society (185!1— Hony. Sccretary), 12. Bidyotsahini Sabha 
(1855—Member ), 13.Brahmo Bandhu Sabha (1863— Member ), 14. Brahmo Pratinidhi Sabha 
(1864—Member), 15. British India Society (1851— Founder Member ), 16. British National 
Association of Spiritualists (1873, London—Hony. Corresponding Member), 17. Calcutta College 
(1862—Member ), 18.Calcutta Lyceum (1844—Member), 19. Calcutta Municipal Corporation 
(1726—Commissioner, 1863—1876),20.Calcutta Public Library, 21. Calcutta Review 
(1844—contributor), 21a. Calcutta School Book Society (1830?- Member, 1856—1863), 22. Calcutta 
University (1857—Fellow, 1864), 23. Central Association of Spiritualists (1882, London— Hony. 
Member), 24. Cholera Hospital (1858— Member, Hospital Committee), 25. College Reunion (1875— 
inaugurator ), 26. District Charitable Society (1830?— Member , Native Committee , 1847—1883,) 
27. Encyclopaedia Bengalensis (1846—contributor), 28. Gyananneshun (Jnananneshun,1831— 
contributor, if not the Editor), 29. Hindoo Theophilanthropic Society (1843—-Member), 30. Honorary 
Magistrate, Calcutta (1864—1872), 31. House of Correction (Visitor, 1864), 32. Indian Association 
(1876— Founder Member), 33. Justice of Peace, Calcutta (1863—1871), 34. Masik Patrika 
(1854—Founder Editor), 35. Mechanics Institute (1839—Committee Member), 36. Mercantile firms 
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(Directo of several limited mercantile and tea companies including the Great Eastern Hotel . founder. 
Peary Chand Mittra & Sons , 1855 . Partner . Kalachand Sett & C'o.. 1839), 37 Society for the Acquisition of 
Gencral Knowledge (1838-—-Hony Secretary), 38.Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
(186) Committee Member; Hony Sccretary,1881), 39 Soctety for the Promotion of Industrial Arts 
(1854-- Member), 40 Theosophical Society (1877, New York Corresponding Fellow), 41 United 
Association of Spiritualists (1880-. Vice-President) and 42 Vernacular Litcrature Society 
(185) Member) Those who had some public cause to ventilate. invariably called on him at the Library, 
besides the members and office-bearers of the various associations and institutions, the names of some of 
which are mentioned above Peary Chand held the fort at the Public Library and Metcalfe Hall was the 
venue of any and every project in Calcutta He provided Secretariat for several of the socio-cultural and 
political associations some of which arc happily with us even after a hundred and fifty years or so. 


The Bengal Social Science Association was established in January 1867 with H.Beverly and 
Peary Chand Mittra as Honorary Secretaries under the initiative of Miss Mary Carpenter and the 
patronage of Sir John Lawrence, Governor-General and Viceroy Seton-Karr was the first President. 
Licutenant-Governors Sir Cecil Beadon, George Campbell and Richard Temple, presidents of this 
Assoctation. used to attend all its meetings at the Calcutta Public Library Rooms in the Metcalfe Hall , 
as it had no habitation of tts own Viceroys and Governor-Generals paid occasional visits to the 
Library At one time Lord Lytton visited the Library and Peary Chand took the Viceroy round the 
bookshelves and conversed with him so intelligibly on all classes of books that his Lordship was edified 
with his vast store of information and highly complimented him for his universal knowledge’. 


The Calcutta Public Library was the counterpart of British Museum Library, a centre of scientific 
and literary study for the whole of India Ii was a mecting place for the elite of the European and native 
population where people from the Viceroys down to the man in the street used to meet for discussing the 
“problems of the day Ram Gopal Ghose, Rev K.M. Banerjea and other Hindu Collegians, the compeers of 
Peary Chand , also used to join him there and the fame of the Library soon became the topic of the town 
Peary Chand also stimulated the younger generation for the love of book-reading. Persons like Kisto Das 
Pal , Shama Churn Sircar. Hurris Chunde: Mookerjee , Nilmoney Coomar and others received help from 
Peary Chand's hands in the library for their study. The impulse which they received by their carnestness, 
patience and industry from him was gratefully acknowledged by them“. Keshab Chandra Sen , the Brahmo 
leader, attained international celebrity on account of his reading under the guidance of Peary Chand 
Shishir Kumar Ghosh, “ founder-editor of the Amrita Bazar Patrika, was turned into a spiritualist by Peary 
Chand. Said Motilal Ghosh, younger brother of Shishir , on 23 November 1916 at one of the Calcutta 
meetings: “For some domestic affliction my late lamented brother, Shishir Babu, thought of starting for 
America to learn the modem art of occultism direct from the spiritualists there. He met Peary Chand Babu 
in the Calcutta Public Library in order to consult him. Peary Babu gave him some verbal instructions as to 
how to form circles. He also gave him some books to read and advised him that it was not necessary for any 
person to go anywhere outside India for the purpose but they could succeed if they practised here in India” 


Shishir Kumar Ghosh became a member of the Calcutta Public Library and read the books on 
spiritualism which were available tn those days and learnt how to sit in a seance and conduct 11, how to 
mesmerise others, how to invoke the disembodied souls and many cognate matters . Peary Chand Babu who 
had been studying the subject before also gave general instructions to Shishir Kumar so that when he 
returned to his native village Amrita Bazar he was thoroughly competent to conduct seances. 


As the first novelist of Bengal: ( and other Indian Languages as well) and as a writer of Bengali of a 
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high standard. Peary Chand Mittra commanded the highest respect from the native community Though he 
had a finger in every pic, he kept aloof from everything revolting to the society so that he -vas acceptable to 
the orthodox Hindus. moderates and Young Bengal “Few of his contemporaries and fewer of his after- 
comers. belonging to a distinctly weaker age. would dream of association with or success 1n a thithe of his 
activities” Peary Chand Mittra was a “link of union between European and Native society” His death 
made it a missing link between these communities “No one was more fitted for the highest position open to 
native ambition and indifferent to mere self-intcrest’ He adhered to the interest of his country and laboured 
indefatigably for those interests” Calcutta Public Library was ushered into existence by the public , 
maintained by the public and dedicated to the public during the days of Peary Chand and he tumed it to a 
major milestone in Calcutta's cultural life 


Narcndra Nath Sen , who was on the Council of the Library from 1892 to 1901 as the nomince of the 
( alcutta Municipal Corporation wrote in his /ndian Mirror on 30 December 1883:— 


“tn fact Peary Chand Mittra deserves the chief credit for organising that institution (Calcutta Public 
Labrary) which , in the days of 1ts small beginning, was located in the lower rooms of Doctor Strong's 
house in the Esplanade Row Sir Charles Metcalfe having retired at this tme from the officiating post of 
Governor General of India, a public testimonial which had been voted to him for his inestimable services in 
giving freedom to the Indian press, took the form of a building to be created from public subscriptions, to be 
called after his honoured namc. and to be appropriated to the accommodation of the then existing two most 
useful institutions , viz the Calcutta Public Library and the Agricultural & Horticultural Society of India, 
which were without their own habitations Peary Chand toiled from moming to eve with laudable zeal and 
energy in getting subscriptions forthe building which has now through his exertions proved an ornament 
tothe town Beginning as the Deputy Librarian, he became the Librarian and Secretary. and afterwards 
an Honorary Curator of that institution , where he had ample opportunity for study and he gave himself up 
to the literature The small pittance which the Library was able to afford him was of little consideration as 
compared to the facilities for mental culture, which were secured to him by his position. Under him the 
Library became a public resort of the members of the Supreme Council, Judges and Barristers, and the 
highest Civil servants. merchants and the brokers of Calcutta Peary Chand's name was a household word 
among them. and so vast and_ varied was his fund of information that any person. who wished to know the 
latest news of the hour has only to call on him and obtain the desired information from him at the Metcalfe 
Hall He resigned the post of Secretaryship in 1867, leaving the Library in a most flourishing condition 
with a reserve fund of Rs. 16,500 invested in Government Securities and the Curators bearing highest 
testimony to his past services” 


PIONEER IN STAFF WELFARE 


The Calcutta Public Library was a pioneer in introducing gratuity, pension and other terminal 
benefits to the members of the staff. when there was no statutory liability on the part of the management to 
make such provisions There was no favouritism and nomination in the appointments. Appointments 
were always made on the basis of public advertisements, written test (1f necessary) and interview, so that 
the best and most eligible candidates were selected Salaries were not covetable , but the opportunity to 
work in the Library which was the meeting place of the rulers and the ruled on equality, commanded 
respect and social advancement Salary scales were introduced tn the Library from the beginning and 
payment was made as a matter of mght and was not dependent upon the whims of the management” 
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Periodical pay revisions were effected by appointment of ( ommittecs for evaluation studies. Disciplinary 
action was taken against members of the staffamounting even to dismissal _ from service 


The establishment charges" of the Calcutta Public Library in 1836 came to Rs. 192-13-0 
(Libranan— Rs 107-0-0: Assistant— Rs 54-0-0. Collection Sircar’ Rs 8-8-0. Daftary— Rs 6-6-0 
Hurkaru—--Rs 6., Durwan— Rs $-8-0, Farash-- Rs 5-5-0) We do not know the names of the low grade 
staff. W.H. Stacy was the Librarian and Peary Chand Mittra his Assistant 


When Peary Chand Mittra was promoted to the post of Librarian in February 1838 Doyal Chand 
Dhar" was appointed his Assistant Nobin Kissen Ghose and Sreenath Bose were appointed Sub-Libranans 
on 8 December 1845 The establishment charges’ in 1849 amounted to Rs 316-5-3 for which the 
following details are given in the Annual report of that year 


Rs As P 
Baboo Peary Chand Mittra, Librarian 120-0-0 amonth 
Baboo Caleeknshna Ghose, |" under Librarian 36-0-0 7 
Baboo Prosono Chunder Paulit. 2” x 25-0-0 sé 
Baboo Nobinkissen Bose, 3” ss 15-0-0 - 
Baboo Gobind Chunder Paulit, 4" ei 15-0-0 ‘ 
Baboo Ramnarain Dass, Cash Keeper. 14-0-0 ir 
4. Sirkars (Ramram, Woomachurn Chatterjee, Lochun Miety and 
Thacoordass Gooptu) at Rs 6a month 24-0-0 
Shaik Amambux, Dufftory 8-0-0 
2 Durwans Radhanauth & Gungadecn & onc under the House Committee —‘1 8-0-0 
3 Hurkaras Cabel, Sobadar. and Nusseroodeen, at 5% per month 16-8-0 
Kumaroodeen Farash 5-8-0 “ 
Parabdi and Chokoo, ditto at 5, per month 10-0-0 is 
Biste 1-0-0 . 
Matur 0-5-3 3d 
3 Paunka Wallas at 4 Rs. a month are cmployed from March to 
October which comes to 8-0-0 amonth 
316-5-3 


When the first Under-Librarian Kaleckissen Ghose’ retired in 1854 , Prosono Chunder Paulit: was 
promoted to that post at a reduced salary of Rs 40 per month At the same time Nobogopaul Ghose was 
appointed as Second Under-Librarian on the basis ofa written test and interview ata monthly salary or Rs 
30 : The Assistants” to Librarian were given an increment of Rs 5 per month from January 1863 as “a 
saving of Rs. 3 per month having been made in the Collection Department” There were five grades” for 
Assistants in the Library in !863 and they were reduced to four in 1864. and three in 1866 





1863 1864& 1866( asrevised) 
Rs. 
I” Assistant 60+5 = 65 Rs. 55-75 (Annual increment of Rs. 4) 
» gear? 35 Rs 40-50(,, ss Rs. 2) 
Br oa 30+5 35 Rs. 35-40(.. eS Rs. 1) 
ae 25 Rs 30-35(,, m Rs. 1) 
bah 20 _ 
Rs. 180 Rs 160to200(= average Rs 180) 
*4” grade abolishedin 1864 
**5" grade __,, , 1866 


A Sub-Committee ( Members: Col Arthur Broome, George Smith, Maharajah Rommanauth 


19] 


ORIGIN OF THE NATIONAL LIBRARY OF INDIA 


Tagore, R Henderson and Archibald Rogers) was appomted on 26 January 1866 “to enquire into the 
genera) management of the Library. and especially to consider. (1) the number and pay of the Assistants, 
and (ii) the mode of selecting books and penodicals &c The report” of the Sub-commuittce dated 
3) December 1866 suggested the reduction of Assistants from 5 to 3. with increased salanes to those 
retained , on an annually increasing scale with a grant of a gratuity of 3 month's pay to the two Assistants 
discharged. In 1866 the first Assistant was PC Pauli and second Assistant, Abhoy Churn Dutt “As 
regards the second Assistant 1t ts recommended that his salary should at once be raised to Rs 45 per 
mensem tn accordance with a resolution passed by the Committee of Curators in January | 866 with 
retrospective cffect from the latter date’ The name of the 4” and 8” Assistants who were recommended to 
be discharged from | March 1867 with a gratuity of 3 months pay to each could not be found out The 
discharge of 4” and 5” Assistants from service brought down the monthly establishment bill from Ry 4649 
9-6 to Rs. 336-13-9 , thus effecting a savingofRs 132-12-3 


The annua! establishment charges had gone up to Rs 5,244 in 1867 trom Rs 3.216 1n 1849 while 
the monthly subscription from 1849 (Rs 901) had come down in 1866 to Rs 843 The reduction in the 
establishment charges was a painful necessity for the Library and it was not whimsical on the part of the 
management Thcestablishment charges of the Library from 1849 to 1890 arc given in Table - 10 


Table -10 


ESTABLISHMENT CHARGES OF THE CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY’ , 1849-1890 


Year Rs.A.P Year Rs.A.P 
1849 3,216 1870 4.520-0-0 
1850 3,839 187] 4.760-0-0 
185] 4,488 1872 4,629-0-0 
1852 4,770 1873 

1853 5,141 1874 4,361-12-9 
1854 4,954 1875 4,341-10-0 
1855 5,041 1876 3,590-3-6 
1856 4,900 1877 4,083-9-9 
1857 5,496 1878 4,316-8-0 
1858 5,556 1879 4,270-8-6 
1859 5,546 1880 4,275-14-3 
1860 5,544 1881 4,308-14-9 
1861 5,568 1882 4,314-7-0 
1862 5,543 1883 4,371-0-0 
1863 5,755 1884 4,433-0-0 
1864 5,86] 1885 3,350-4-0 
1865 5,852 1886 3.394-4-6 
1866 5,800 1887 3.491 -9.3 
1867 §,244 1888 3,346-3 10 
1868 4.084 1889 3394-14-6 
1869 4,445 1890-189} 4,805-11-0(for 15 months) 


Source : Annual Reports of the Library 
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Gopee Kissen Mittra 


Peary Chand Mittra resigned the office of paid Secretary and Libranan i 1866 but agreed to 
continuc as Honorary Secretary and Librarian Gopeckissen Mitter” (Gopecknshna Mittra) a retired 
teacher trom Hindu School and a cous of Peary Chand was appointed Deputy Secretary and Librarian 
on a salary of Ry 100 per month and assumed charge of his office on | June 1867 He was given an 
increment of Rs 2010 his salary with effect from lanuary 1868 for the Annual Report says * Baboo Gopee 
Kissen Mitter has continued to pertorm hts duties with zeal and ability, and. 1 recognition of his valuable 
services the Commitice beg to recommend that an increase of Rs 20 per month to his salary be granted 
from the commencement of the present year" 


The Finance Comnuttee of the Library in 1873 had recommended the following pay scales to the 


staff :- 
Libranan = - Rs BO risingtoRs 100 by annual mcercaments of Rs 10 
1 Assistant Rs 55 Rs 75 es : Rs 10 
2” Assistant Rs 30 Rs 50 ‘ ‘ Rs 10 


The salary of the Librarian was not changed but his designation of Deputy Secretary was dropped. 
The actual cost of Establishment was recommended to be 


Monthly Salary 
1 Librarian Rs 120-0-0 
4 Assistants Rs 149-0-0 
14 Daftarics & servants Rs 63-0-0 


Rs. 352x12 -Rs 4224 00 


The Rogers Committee (A Rogers Jovgopal Sen. Cally Prosunno Dutt and RH Holitingbery) 
appomted on 10 February £873. im their report submitted to. the Library on 6 May 1873. had made some 
caustic remarks about the Librarian. Gopee Kissen Mitter’ and these are reproduced here 


“18 The number of sets of books tn circulation in 1872 was about the same as the number tn 1850. 
while the strength of the Library cstablishment was less than in the last mentioned year, although the cost of 
1! Was inore. OW1ng to aN increase of pay in the interval . The number on the establishment has indeed been 
reduced since 1866, buta reduction ofits cxpense is also feasible The details of charge at various intervals 
since 1849 have been ° -- 





in As existing As revised In 1866 As drawn 
1849 before revision Minimum Maximum in 1872 
in 1866, 
Rs Rs Rs Rs Rs 
Librarian 120 200 200 200 120 
Sub-Librarian 36 65 55 75 75 
Asstt.to 
Sub-Libranan 3-55 3-98 2-78 90 2-62 
Cash Keeper 
l sos, ede 4 _____1-20 1-30 36 1-12 
6-225 6-380 5-360 to 401 5-269 
Servants 13-83 |/ 
308 '/ 12-—79 
348 
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“19 The present Librarian was appointed on 1° June 1867 at a monthly salary of Rs 100 which was 
raised, from 1° January 1869, to Rs 120 monthly This increase. we consider. was erroneously allowed, 
there having been then a steady annual deficit for some years, and the duties of the appointment (as will 
presently appear ) being very light” 


“The principal increase, however, has occurred 1n the pay of the Sub-Libranan. Prosonno Chunder 
Paulit who sits at the counter where books are received and issued His post 1s the hardest worked, and under 
the present system, the most responsible one tn the establishment, for he, and not the Deputy Secretary and 
Librarian, 1s 1n a position to sce that no one takes out books who 1s not a proprietor or subscriber, and that 
proprietors or subscribers do not take out more books than they are entitled to” 


“Next in importance to the check by Prosonno Chunder Paulit on the tssue of books, 1s the duty of 
giving out bills tor monthly subscriptions to the collecting peons, receiving the collections from them, 
entering the collections 1n the rough cash book, and passing them through the fair cash book and ledger. This 
work 1s done by Prosonno Chunder Paulit (the Sub-Libranan), Womesh Chunder Mitter, and Bissessur 
Mitter The last mentioned Baboo keeps the rough cash book, and. once in two or three months, the other 
two write up the fair cash book and Iedger in three or four days The rough cash book cannot employ 
Bissessur for more than a few minutes, while, in the interval up to 4 or 5 o'clock in the afternoon when 
Womesh Chunder relieves Prosonno Paulit at the counter, he 1s available for genera! duty, in assisting 
Prosunno Paulit or the Deputy Secretary and Libranan” 


“20 The last mentioned officer, however, has lttle definite work, beyond attending to the 
proceedings of the Curators and Committee of Selection (whose share tn the daily routine of the Library 1s 
very small),— seeing that the books bought are press-marked, noting in a register of the books bought the 
headings under which the books will be arranged 1n a catalogue which has not been prepared during the s1x 
years of the Deputy Secretary's incumbency,— and giving out books to be bound and receiving them back 
from the book-binder. A statement of his duties (prepared by himself) will be found in Appendix No 7” 


When Peary Chand Mitter resigned the job of Honorary Secretary in 1876, Gopee Kissen Mitter™ 
was appointed Secretary and Librarian. He worked as Honorary Secretary for 8 months and effected some 
saving for the Library. The Annual Report for 1877 stated: “A temporary reduction (in the Establishment 
charges) of Rs 751-7-3 has been effected, for which they are chiefly indebted to the consideration of Baboo 
Gopee Kissen Mitter, Honorary Secretary”. He was redesignated as Secretary and Librarian in 1877 for the 
next Report stated: “Baboo Gopee Kissen Mitter, as stated in the Report for 1876, having very considerately 
given his services as Honorary Secretary for a period of eight months, the Council did not think it fair to him 
to have the benefit of his services any longer on the same terms, and it was therefore decided that he should 
draw his previous pay of office of Secretary and Librarian from the beginning of the past year, the council 
thanking him for his labors as an honorary officer” Gopee Kissen Mitter submitted his letter of 
resignation of Secretary and Libranan in September 1884 He was granted a gratuity of Rs 600-00 as 
terminal benefits as we find in the Annual Report for that year: “At a special meeting held on 1" of October 
1884 Gopee Kissen Mitter's letter of resignation (was read) That Baboo Gopee Kissen Mitter retire from 
the Secretaryship, and that he be granted a bonus of Rupees 600(six hundred) in special acknowledgment of 
his past services” 


194 


LEGACY OF THE CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Matthew Gregory 


Matthew Gregory, a retired Anglo-Indian schoo! teacher, was appointed Secretary to the Library on 
22 December 1884 on probation for 6 months, on a monthly salary of Rs. 50.Financial stringency 
compelled the Council of the Library to reduce the salary of Second Assistant's pay from Rs 50toRs 30 per 
month and dispense with the services of the fourth Assistant, effecting, thus, a saving of Rs 36 a month’ 
Gregory's services were terminated” by payment of a gratuity equal to his pay for six months when the 
Calcutta Municipal Corporation joined the governing body of the Calcutta Public Library on 20 April 1890 


BIPIN CHANDRA PAL 


Bipin Chandra Pal (7 November, 1858—20 May, 1932) was the most inspiring preacher of 
Nationalism 1n the first decade of the twentieth century India His Bande Mataram (an English Daily) and 
New India (Weekly) were the vehicles for Sn Aurobindo and other laterday makers of modern India Lala 
Laypat Rai, Bal Gangadhar Tilak and Bipin Pal were the trio that occupied the political horizon of India 
before the advent of Gandhiji in India. Bipin Pal was appointed Secretary and Librarian of the Calcutta 
Public Library on 18 August 1890 from among 219 candidates who responded to the advertisement in the 
newspapers A Sub-committee had shortlisted 6 candidates for interview and Bipin Pal was elected to the 
post by a vote of the majority of the Council and he entered upon his duties from 20 August 1890 This high 
priest of Indian nationalism and Congress leader of the pre-Gandhian era has himself narrated the 
circumstances leading to his appointment as the Librarian of the Calcutta Public Library in his Memour of 
My Life and Times” and let us read his own words. 


[481] “My wife passed away in February 1890. In August followed | secured the post of Librarian and 
Secretary of the Calcutta Public Library, popularly known as the Metcalfe Hall. This Library had been 
recently reorganised It was the oldest, 1f not the only, public library in Calcutta since the early days of the 
British administration [t had been built by public subscription and located in the building which had also 
been raised by public subscription as a memorial to Sir Charles Metcalfe, known as the liberator of the Press 
in British India In its early days it was patronised by the British only in this city The new generation of 
educated Indians also took advantage of it to continue their pursuit of learning after they had left their 
school or college. Keshub Chunder Sen and Protap Chandra Majumdar, among others, stored their mind 
with literary and philosophica] knowledge in this Library. It was a common meeting place of British and 
Indian lovers of learning of those days. Babu Pyari Chand Mitra was, | think, the first Librarian of the 
Metcalfe Hall. His cousin Gopi Krishna Mitra succeeded him. Gradually however this one-time flounshing 
institution fell into decay. It had been carried on by subscribers, both European and Indian. Besides there 
were a number of original donors who enjoyed all the privileges of subscribers without paying any monthly 
subscription Almost every leading family in Calcutta had acquired the rights of proprietorship over the 
Library though they could not sell it and divide the price among themselves Those who had first subscribed 
to the funds of the Library had, many of them, a genuine interest in the advancement of learning. But their 
descendants, who interited their rights as proprietors of the Library had, with [482] few exceptions, lost any 
interest in it. Among European donors many of them had left the country, while the generation of British 
officials and European merchants who followed them had not much interest in an institution that had been 
so necessary for their predecessors, but the need of which could be now more easily met in other ways. The 
Metcalfe Hall therefore inevitably fell into decay There was no money to buy new books. The receipts and 
subscriptions also fell, until it was becoming increasingly difficult to meet the current expenses of the 
institution. At this time the Government made a non-recurring grant and the Calcutta Municipality offered 
to make an annual contribution provided the management of the Library was placed in the hands of a 
Committee partly elected by the Municipality and partly by the proprietors and the subscribers. It was a 
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Committee of twelve On the reorganisation of the Library this Committee wanted a new Librarian and 
Secretary After Babu Gopi Krishna Mitra bad retired from this post. a retired Angio-Indian who had been. | 
think. the headmaster of some school. was appomted im his place He was an old gentleman The Committee 
wanted to introduce new blood and a vounger man to direct the management of the institution They 
advertised for applications. | applied There were two hundred and nineteen applicants. and | was 
appointed 


“Mr Lec. the Chaimman of the ¢ alcutta Municipality and a member of the ILC S_ was the President of 
thisCommittee Mi Beveridge at that ime the District Judge of Alipore, was a member of it Raja Narendra 
Krishna Dev of Sobabazar was another member Dr Mahendra Lal Sarkat and Maulavi Seraj-ul-Islam were 
two among the six nominces from the Calcutta Municipality. Babu Mahendra Nath Bose. a retired 
subordinate Judge was one of the representatives of the onginal proprietors Babu Amarendra Nath 
Chatteryee, a High Court pleader, was another representative of the original donors The post carried with it 
asalary of Rs 100 rising by annual nciement of Rs 10to Rs 200 But the real [483] attraction of this post 
had never been the salary attached to 1, though. | think, it had been higher in its flourishing days than when | 
apphied for 11 The real attraction was the opportunity for self-culture which it offered to the Secretary and 
Libranan Another attraction was, at least in those carly days, when the Library was patroniscd by all the 
leading officials and European merchants, the opportunity which it offered for the cultivation of personal 
acquaintance of the leaders of the European community For these reasons, the post of Librarian of the 
Metcalfe Hall had always been regarded as something of a prize-post | applicd for it but had no 
testimonials, and what I did to make up for the absence of these was to print one of my public lectures on - 
‘The Present Social Reaction This lecture had been delivered under the auspices of the Bethune Socicty in 
the theatre of the Calcutta Medical College The Bethune Society had been an old institution, where the 
mtellectuals of the Mctropohs. official and non-official, European and Indian. used at one time to mect It 
was al the Bethune Society that Keshub Chunder delivered his carlicr lectures Though the Socicty did not 
hold the place that it had held at onc time in the public hfe of Calcutta, it was still regarded as a respectable 
institution Mr. Henry Cotton (afterwards Sir Henry ) was at that time the Chef Secretary of the Government 
of Bengal and he had presided over my lecture Mr Cotton. as I have already said in a previous chapter, was 
himself a social reactionary, who as a Positivist. was opposcd to every thing that was calculated to lead to 
social disorder; and as al] radical social reformers inevitably brought on social disorder, Mr. Cotton was not 
in sympathy with the social reformers, particularly of the Brahmo Samaj. In this lecture I traced the 
psychology of our social reaction to the new conflict in our politics. This reaction was really a protest 
against the domination of our social ideals by our alien political masters I had reproduced this lecture, and I 
printed it now with onc or two other addresses of minc and [484] circulated it among the leading members of 
the Library Committee, offering to see them personally, if they wanted an interview. The President of the 
Committee asked me to sce him, which | did. Mr. Beveridge had friends in the Brahmo Samaj. Hc had 
therefore ample opportunities of acquaintance himself with whatever he might want to know of me, from 
Brahmo friends whom he knew. When the election was held and I secured the post, Babu Amarendra Nath 
Chatterjee made a grievance of it against me that I had never been to sec him, saying, ‘who is this Bipin 
Chandra Pal that he should be selected our Secretary? He had never been to see us’, to which Mr. Beveridge 
replied that considering how their life had been pestered throughout the past month since they had 
advertised for this post by applicants for it, they ought to be thankful to Bipin Chandra Pal for not intruding 
upon their time but leaving his application to be considered on its own merit This post opened a new and 
extended sphere of public usefulness to me But | did not hold it for long. After a year and half | 
resigned. .{489] | was not long in the Calcutta Public Library. | read in the Bible that no man could serve 
two masters, but here as Secretary and Librarian, | had not two but twelve masters, and some of them 
commenced to make a hell of my life by trying to exercise their brief authority over me individually. I knew 
that strictly speaking, the members of my committee had no right to direct me unless formally deputed for 
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the purpose by the Committee But few of the esteemable gentlemen who constituted the Council of the 
Public Library (490] had any traiimg in the principles of representative institutions. The result was that 
some of them thought that I was their personal servant and I could be ordered about as they pleased. I was in 
charge of the work of the Library On the reorganisation of the Library a public Reading Room was started 
Its doors used to be kept open from 8 in the morning to 9 in the evening. J had my assistants in charge of this 
Reading Room. I had to supervise their work also. I had therefore to pay surprise visits to the Reading Room 
before and after the usual hours of the lending department which were from 11 to 5. Naturally therefore my 
hours were sometimes irregular, some days I would come to the Library at 8 or 9; on other days therefore | 
did not attend from 11 to 5, coming some days at {2 and going at 9. But some of my masters could not 
appreciate the nature of my duty, and one of them one day coming to the Library asked one of my assistants 
for the attendance register of the Secretary and finding that sometimes I came as late as noon, he wrote 
caustic remarks on the register I was so put out by this impertinence that | told one of my assistants to 
inform this gentleman that if he interfered with my work and wrote anything on my book ] would have to be 
compelled to tum him out. If he had any complaint against me, the proper course was to report to the 
Council] and whatever disciplinary action might be called for could be taken by the Council and not by 
individual members of it. The President alone could represent the Council when it was sitting and could 
direct me or even punish me, but individual members of the Council or Committee had no such right. This 
attitude of mine inevitably offended some of my masters and I found it necessary to give up this post. 


“But though some of the Indian members of my Council irritated me, the President, Mr. Lee, always 
treated me witi, great consideration and kindness When therefore | resigned from the Calcutta Public 
Library, Mr. Lee took me up to fill [491] a temporary vacancy as License Inspector in the Calcutta 
Municipality ...In January 1892, I had a strange experience that hastened my resignation from the Calcutta 
Municipality”. 


Bipin Chandra Pal tendered his resignation on account of certain adverse remarks made by the 
Auditors about his 'misuse' of Library funds Mohinder Nath Bose, one of the Auditors of Accounts for 
1890-1891, had made the following remarks in the Audit Report: 


“The conduct of Babu Bipin Chandra Pal, Secretary, 1s indefensible. He could not have recouped 
himself of his own authority the expenses incurred by him for carriage hire for his personal convenience He 
is entitled to carriage hire for outdoor duty and not for coming to or going home from office. Mr. Gregory, 
the former Secretary, was equally wrong in making free use of the Library funds to pay his carriage hire to 
attend Council meetings held on Sunday and other holidays. On what principle the Accountant was paid 
carriage hire for attending special meetings of Council I do not understand. I sought for explanation but 
found none. As a matter of fact easy-chairs, &c. are not provided in Public Offices and if Babu Bipin 
Chandra Pal thought they would promote his comfort and convenience he should have procured them at his 
own expenses”, 


The explanation offered by Bipin Pal to the above audit objection was this: “According to long- 
standing practice the duties of the Secretary in connection with the accounts of the Library are (a) to sign the 
monthly bills; (b) to enter the dates of payment on the Bill Register, (c) to have all accounts for payments 
made out and examined, (d) to reccive all collections and acknowledge their receipt by his initials in the 
Cash Book. The accounts are kept by the Accountant who is mainly responsible for them, while they are 
examined by the Finance Committee”. The auditors should not have objected to the reimbursement of 
travelling expenses for attending to official duties as it is allowed in Government and private offices H 
Beveridge resigned his membership on the Council in 1891 on his transfer to the Mofussil and Bipin Pal 
said goodbye to the Library in 1892 
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Radha Raman Mittra & others 


Radha Raman Mittra. a nephew of Peary Chand Mittra, was elected Secretary and Librarian in 1892 
by majority of votes subject to s1x months’ probation" He was a former elected Commissioner of the 
Calcutta Corporation His name ts returned in the Directories" as Secretary and Librarian from 1892 to 
1899 Prosonno Chunder Paulit” who worked im the Library from 1849 onwards,if not earlier, was 
appointed Officiating Secretary. possibly after the resignation of Radha Raman Mittra and we find him 
returned in this capacity in 1900 SC De was the Officiating Honorary Secretary in 1901 and Honorary 
Secretary in 1902 when the Library was transferred to the Government of India Kalinath Paulit who was 
Assistant Librarian in 1895-1900 became the Librarian in 1901 and continued tn that office in 1902 He was 
the last Librarian of Calcutta Public Library. Basant Kumar Datta (1895), Devendra Nath Mitter (1895) and 
D.P Mitter (Indian cataloguer 1900; Assistant Librarian, 1901-1902) were on the establishment of the 
Library during its independent existence The names of Ramnarain Doss (cash keeper, 1849-1862), Gagan 
Chandra Home (Accountant on leave, 1895) and Kalicharan Mitra (Accountant, 1902) are also known to 
us 


The Calcutta Public Library was the first to introduce pensions and gratuities to their retiring 
employees in the private sector during the colonial days. Gungadhur Tewary™, one of the Durwans of 
Library since 1846, died in 1862, lcaving his widow and infant son unprovided for and the Curators granted 
one rupee per month to his infant son for anumber of years Ramnarain Doss, cash keeper of the Library for 
26 years, retired in 1862 He was getting Rs. 16 per mensem at the time of retirement and applied for 
pension The Library scemed to have granted his request. Pensions were paid to low-paid members of the 
Library staff reguarly as we find such disbursements in the Balance Sheets The amounts charged from 
1886 to 1892-1893 are given here’ 1886— Rs. 81-15-0; 1887-——Rs 895-15-0; 1888-— Rs. 91-15-0; 1890- 
189] — Rs 135-14-9: 1891-1892—- Rs. 93-4-0 and 1892-1893— Rs 71-1-0. 


Gratuities were paid by the Library to their Librarians when they retired from service. Thus we find 
Gopee Kissen Mitter being paid Rs. 600-00 on this account. The Annual Report of the Library for 1884 
read: “that Baboo Gopee Kissen Mitter retire from the Secretaryship and that he be granted a bonus of 
Rupecs 600(six hundred) in special acknowledgment of his past services” This comes to Rs. 35-00 per 
annum for !7 years of service The Library could not pay this gratuity in full till 1889 on account of financial 
stringency as an amount of Rs 400 was shown in the liabilities of the institution for that year. M. Gregory 
was paid Rs. 760 in 1890-1891 as gratuity equal to six months' pay for serving the library for six years. 
Gregory was removed from service as the joint management of the Corporation and proprietors wanted a 
better qualified and young man as their librarian The introduction of retirement benefits without any 
statutory liability made the Calcutta Public Library a model employer and thus heralded a new era in 
employecr-employee relations. The Durwans were probably provided with quarters in the premises of the 
Library on the grounds of Metcalfe Hall. 


JOHN MACFARLANE 


John Macfarlane, who was brought from the British Museum by Lord Curzon, was responsible for 
amalgamating the Imperial Secretariat Library with the Calcutta Public Library in 1902. It took a full year 
for arranging the new Library after paying off the Proprietors in December 1901 and getting the necessary 
legislation passed through the Council. The work of re-arrangement of the books of the two libraries and 
recataloguing their holdings was done by Macfarlane in 1902. “The Calcutta Public Library contribute a 
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great quantity of fiction, which, so far as they did not relate to India, was discarded. Only those duplicates 
that related to India were retained. The greater part of non-Asian theology and law were also discarded The 
books on India in the Calcutta Public Library were a most valuable collection™” The most considerable 
collection came from the Home Department Library. which contained a large number of books previously 


kept in the Library of the East India College, Fort William College and in the Library of the East India Board 
in London. 


The Imperial Library started issuing permanent Readers' tickets from 31 January 1903 and the 
number issued tll 31 December of that year came to 2.121 Most of the readers were students Macfarlane 
having occasionally translated passages from French and German books relating to India, a demand had 
sprung up for instructions in those languages A select few Pandits and holders of Government scholarships 
were given instruction in these languages in the Librarian's room and they made good progress in 1903" 


The Librarian secured all new books published in Europe on India and the neighbouring countries 
and wanted to do so from the country itself’ “At present this is only done for Bengal. a selection from the 
books received under Registration Act 1867 being sent here when the Bengal Librarian bas written his 
reports on them Similar collections ought to be made from other Provinces, comprising at least books in 
English in classical languages (Sanskrit , Arabic and Persian) and in Urdu and Hindi To collect other 
vernaculars might require a special staff” , he wrote in his annual report 


Macfarlane took the following measures to increase the usefulness and popularity of Library : 
(1) Training of cataloguers in the Imperial Library for work in other Libraries. (2) Establishment of 
reciprocal borrowing system amongst different Libraries; and (3) compilation of a subject index of the 
contents of other Libraries. He gave effect to the first two measures. The Asiatic Socicty of Calcutta gave 
permission on 24 November 1903 for books and MSS to be fent from their library for perusal in the 
Imperial Library The Board of Examiners (successors to the Fort William College) also granted similar 
facilities” This could be done as Macfarlane was the Secretary of the Asiatic Society as well Macfarlane 
completed a Reading Room Catalogue and Index of the imperial Library in 1903 Two hundred copies of 
this Catalogue were printed of which 156 were distributed among local libraries and institutions The first 
volume of the “General Author Catalogue” from A to L was published in March 1904. Two thousand copies 
of this catalogue were printed of which 1,108 were distributed in India, 212 sent to other parts of the world 
and six copies sold. In 1904 sanction was obtained for purchase of two Cabinets to contain a Card Catalogue 
of additions to the Author Cataloguc arranged in a single alphabet. The Card Catalogue” was completed in 
1905. 


What Peary Chand Mittra did for the Calcutta Public Library the same was done for the Imperial 
Library by John Macfarlane. Macfarlane also wanted to make the Imperial Library a cultural complex, but 
unfortunately he died within six years of his arrival in Calcutta. 


Born at Merevale, Warwickshire, 28 April 1866 and educated at Atherstone Grammar School, 
John Macfarlane” was appointed Assistant Librarian in the British Museum in 1885 When the Imperial 
Library was planned, Lord Curzon offered him the post of Librarian to the new institution, which he 
accepted. He also officiated as Officer in charge of the Records of Government of India on several 
occasions He was nominated a fellow of the Calcutta University and worked as Honorary Secretary of 
the Asiatic Society of Bengal and a Trustee of the Indian Museum during his short life in Calcutta. He 
was rushed to England for a brain tumour operation. The Englishman on 24 December 1906 wrote: 
“Mr. J. Macfarlane was operated on for cerebral tumour at the National Hospital in August, and for 
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some time hopes were entertained that his recovery was secured; but a further operation of a similar 
character became necessary, and from it he was unable to rally successfully though he lingered for two 
or three weeks” He was 40 and left behind his disconsolate wife, second daughter of C. E. Buckland, 
the celebrated author and of Indian Civil Service, whom he married in March 1905. That Macfarlarie 
lent a helping hand to many a young research scholar is evident from the following letter that appeared 
in the Englishman dated Monday, 10 December 1906: 


“The Late Mr Macfarlane Sir, — | learnt the news of the premature death of Mr. MacFarlane, of the 
Imperial Library with great sorrow. As a constant reader in the Imperial Library | had ample opportunities to 
see him and there I was struck not only with his vast erudition but also with his noble and amiable manners. | 
remember one particular instance very keenly which would illustrate both the qualities of the brain and the 
heart. | was engaged in writing a paper on ‘Agriculture with special reference to Khulna’, and being 
altogether a novice both in the subject-matter and in the mode of writing, I was quite puzzled as to the right 
way of proceeding in the matter and was standing distractedly when in came Mr. MacFarlane to the reading- 
room and asked me, as he was wont to do to all-—-what was troubling me, for I believe my very looks 
betrayed me. As soon as he came to know, he took me to his room, gave me all the necessary instructions, 
suggested books the very names of which ] was unaware of,—even took the trouble to have the books and 
pamphlets brought in there, and in the course of my writing the paper he helped me materially. | may 
mention that this was also the case with two of my friends who were greatly assisted by the gentleman in 
such matters. | am afraid both the Indian Government and the reading public have suffered a material loss in 
his premature death. ~-Yours faithfully —-Jogendra Nath Samaddar, B.A., Calcutta, Dec.8.” 


The Asiatic Society paid the following tribute to Macfarlane, their Member (elected 7 August 1901) 
and Honorary Secretary. Sir Andrew Fraser, K.C.S.1, Lieutenant Governor of Bengal and President of the 
Society in his annual address said: “Death. One of these, Mr. J. Macfarlane, was the Honorary Secretary of 
the Society . As Librarian of the Imperial Library, Mr. Macfarlane had shown an unfailing courtesy, a deep 
interest in his work, a sense of duty, and a desire to help the public in every way possible, which had earned 
for him widespread popularity. In this Society also, as Secretary, he had shown himself most painstaking 
and considerate; he did good work for us; and his advice in regard to library matters was especially valuable. 
I am sure, gentlemen, that you would desire me to give expression to our great regret at Mr. Macfarlane's 
early death, and our deep sympathy with his young wife in her sore bereavement”. 


The Imperial Library suffered a setback after the death of Macfarlane and let the Statesman speak for 
us about this: “The report of the Imperial Library is painful reading to all who have at heart the welfare of 
this great institution or who desire that India should possess a library worthy of a progressive Empire. 
Amongst the slipshod twaddle in which the report abounds the fact stands out clearly that the library which 
made so excellent a beginning under the skilled supervision of Mr. John Macfarlane has, since his death, 
fallen from its high estate, partly through gross mismanagement and partly through-the cheese-paring 
economies of the Government of India. The first blunder made was the appointment of the late Mr. Harinath 
De to succeed Mr. Macfarlane. The first Imperial Librarian was an experienced member of his profession. 
He had been for sixteen years in the British Museum and his knowledge of books and the technicalities of 
librarianship could scarcely be excelled. On what ground the late Mr. Harinath De was selected as his 
successor is a mystery. The late Mr. De was a clever linguist, but many may know a dozen languages and yet 
be as incapable of managing a library as of driving a steam-engine. Librarianship is at least as technical as 
the work of a medical officer of health; but the Government of India who demand British qualifications for a 
health officer gave the post of Imperial Librarian to a brilliant scholar who knew nothing of library 


administration. It does not appear that the present incumbent of the office has had any training as a 
librarian "” 


200 


LEGACY OF THF CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Macfarlane was the author of Library Administration, 1898, besides Antoine Verard (1899), an 
illustrated monograph on printing and publishing in France in the 15” century. He was translator of Volume 
2 of Clormont-Ganneau's Archaeology of Palestine His edition of Hartley House , a novel of the days of 
Warren Hastings depicting life in Calcutta and published by Thacker Spink & Co. in 1907 as a posthumous 
work 1s a master-piece. Librarians of his calibre are difficult to be met with these days. 


MORAL UPLIFTMENT 


The area of specialisation of the National Library of India is Indian Culture as manifested tn its 
history, languages, art, architecture, etc. This was possible on account of the special attention paid by the 
Calcutta Public Library for purchase of books related to this field. 


The selection of books for the Calcutta Public Library was done by a Committee with which the most 
eminent intellectuals of the day were associated as members. They were elected from among the 
subscribers and proprietors without any discrimination. Though the Curators were the ex-officio members 
of the Selection Committee, the decision of the Committee was final. Sir Lawrence Peel (1853-54— Chief 
Justice of Calcutta Supreme Court), Sir James Colville (1849-—Puisne Judge of the Supreme Court), Sir 
Ashley Eden (1869-70 future Lieutenant-Governor), Hon'ble J E D Bethune (Law Member of the 
Supreme Council and Director of Public Instruction ), Alexander Mackenzie (1873-—future Lieutenant- 
Governor), Rev. R Henderson (1866-1867), R. C. Sterndale (1885—historian of Calcutta Collectorate), J. 
Westland (1883-84 future Finance Minister of India) , Peary Chand Mittra, Romesh Mitter (1874), Dr. 
Mahendra Lall Sircar (1875, 1884) and other native and European celebrities were on the Selection 
Committee to see that a high standard was maintained in the purchase of books. The suggestions of even 
casual readers were entertained and acted upon in deserving cases. The Proposal Book was open to every 
one who visited the Library. “These numerous suggestions have enabled: the Committee to judge of the 
imperfections of the Library and to provide accordingly for the varied taste of the reading community””, 
confesses the Curators and the Selection Committee in 1850. The policy of the Selection Committee was to 
accept the proposals of readers unless “such works be of objectionable character. or of too special or 
exclusively professional a nature, or too costly” Sub-Committees were appointed from time to time to 
review the purchase policy of the Library. A Sub-Committee in 1866 expressed the opinion “that a 
considerable supply of standard works is much required to fill up conspicuous blanks in the present 
collections and to place the Library on a more suitable footing”. This Committee suggested that sale of 
shares that had reverted to the Library either by the death or departures of proprietors should be resorted to 
raise funds for purchase of standard works so that the “interests of different classes of readers would be met, 
and the Library being rendered more popular, it may be inferred that the subscriptions would increase in full 
proportion to the annual loss of interest on the sum expended”. Thus, the Library had always taken the 
interests of the reading,public into consideration and raise its standard to the national libraries of the world, 
within its limited sources of income. There was increasing participation of the readers in the purchase of 
books and the subscribers of different categories were eligible for electing Curators and members of the 
Council, who formed the governing body of the Calcutta Public Library. The Library was run on democratic 
principles and the goodwill and reputation it had earned recommended the various governments, literary, 
scientific and cultural societies in India and abroad to deposit their publications in its rooms. Without grant 
in aid from the Governments of Bengal and India, the Library had developed itself into the only institution 
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of its kind in India to receive encomiums from the United States”. A library maintained on the self- 
financing principle could not ignore the convenience of subscribers for perusal of books at home in a 
metropolis like Calcutta where everyone was busy in his/her commercial pursuits during day-trme The 
National Library of India could not disregard this function as it inherited not only the tradition of its parent, 
but also the entire collection of books with lock, stock and barrel 


The Calcutta Public Library was developed into a cultura! centre 1n its chequered history of 66 years 
and the readers were required to observe proper decorum and decency in their behavior. There was no place 
for people who were intoxicated, shabby, improperly dressed and smoked in its rooms The Library was a 
place for gaining intellectual entertainment and enlightenment and dogs and other pets were never allowed. 
While the Library insisted upon a respectable moral code from its readers, the authorities were not remiss 1n 
their duty of only stocking books of the highest moral value The Selection Committee ordered, in 1854, the 
destruction of the copies of the Mysteries of London”, which the Library possessed in consequence of the 
very objectionable nature of its contents Again, in 1864. the same Committee had occasion to withdraw 
from circulation certain recent publications in consequence of their immoral tendency”. Obscene remarks 
were not allowed to be made in the Library books and those who were booked had to replace the volume by 
anew copy -. Scribbling and marking invited a fine of considerable amount. 


The Government of Bengal withheld even a small grant in aid to the Library on the plea that it was 
spending more on novels and periodicals. True, the Library was ordering sometimes even 10 copies cach of 
the novels of Dickens, Thackeray and Lytton. The Library's book-agents were required to send to Calcutta 
only such books as were approved by Prof. H. Malden and others on the spot. Novels should have been 
spoken of well or have received good reviews by critics. The leaders of the native community in Calcutta 
wanted that the Library should disseminate European literature and science in this country and foster a 
taste for the elegant literature and sound knowledge of the west"’. Apart from maintaining a Library of 
Reference for readers without distinction of nationality or country, the Calcutta Public Library maintained a 
Department of Circulation from the receipts of which the Reference Section had to be kept up. When the 
readers and native leaders wanted that the Library should stock the latest prose works of imagination, the 
authorities could not disown their responsibility and commitment. The Library ignored the criticism of the 
Government and we are fortunate enough to have the first editions of almost all novels of 19” century 
Europe in Calcutta today. 


LEGAL LEGACY 


The Calcutta Public Library was the first in the field in India to work under certain rules. A public 
library could not afford to keep the public in ignorance about the rules and regulations under which they 
were allowed to make free use of the library. The constitution of the Library and the privileges of the public 
were therefore defined and were enlarged from time to time by the Trustees of the Calcutta Public Library 
who were their elected representatives. Once the promoters and proprietors of the Calcutta Public Library 
declared it as a public library, it was subject to the laws of the land though the property was owned by a 
select few and the governing body acted as trustees. The proprietors and their trustees were liable to action 
for their omissions and commissions as individuals, The Proprietors of the Library were its shareholders 
and their liability was limited to the value of their shares. Legal sanction was required to limit the liability 
of the proprietors The Library, therefore, got itself registered under the Joint Stock Companies Act in 
1850 so that it Became a legal entity working under the framework of that enactment. The formalities to 
be observed under the Joint Stock Companies Act of 1850 were too cumbersome and were, in fact, 
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inapplicable to associations and societies working not for gain or profit . The Library. therefore , petitioned 
the Government for the enactment of a law which would simplify the formalities for such institutions 
Legal lumimanes of the first rank were all associated with the Library during this t_me Honourable John 
Elliot Drinkwater Bethune (Law Member of the Governor-General's Legislative Council) , Sir James 
Colville (Chief Justice of the Supreme Court , 1855-1859) , Sir Lawrence Peel (Chief Justice, 1842; Vice- 
President of the Governor General's Legislatrve Council , 1854-1855) and others tuok up the cause of the 
Library and petitioned the Legislature for simplifying the law under which socio-cultural bodies are to 
work as registered bodies and convinced the Government for the enactment of a separate law for such 
bodies The Societies Registration Act" 1860. was passed by the Legislature, for which the religrous, 
charitable. literary and scientific societies registered thereafter are grateful to the Calcutta Public Library 
for 1ts sustained campaigning and canvassing This Act is the one even now in force for the registration of 
non-profitable associations and institutions and as such is the legacy of the Calcutta Public Library 


The principle of limited lability of the shareholders finds expression tn the shares of the Calcutta 
Public Library for the first time in the Indian corporate history. There was no general! law applicable to 
shares before the establishment of the Library as almost all companies were partnership concerns The law 
of partnership subjected the personal property of partners to liability. The Library was not a hmuited 
liability company in the absence of registration under any law or grant of a charter to 11. Thus the Calcutta 
Public Library contributed to the evolution of limited liability to the shareholders which found legal 
expression in the Jomt Stock Companies Act of 1850 The shares of the Library were transferable and 
transfers were effected under a fine or penality The share value was raised from time to time from Rs 300 
in 1835 to 500 in 1849 after which transferable shares were not sold The shareholders enjoyed all the 
privileges of first class subscribers without making any more payments and were eligible for election to the 
Committee of Curators and other offices of honor The Government of India could acquire the assets of the 
Library in 1901 by paying the face value of the shares to the proprietors as the shareholders’ right in the 
Library was limited to the value of their shares and not inthe market value ofthe Library The Library 
had invested” Rs. 2,50,918 till 1886 in the purchase of books and journals numbering no less than 40,000 
volumes apart from an equal number of volumes received as gifts and presentations. The investment in 
books and journals from 1886 to 2001 may be put down at half a lakh of rupees and the book value of the 
Library was about three lakhs and the market value crores of rupees as the price of books and journals 
received from 1835 to 1902 as gifts has not been taken into account here. The proprictors were 
public-spirited men and women and the Library was transferred to the Government only on one condition 
that their privilege of borrowing books from the new Imperial Library was protected during their life-time. 
The Government of India paid" Rs. 28,500 to the Council of the Library for distribution to the then existing 
57 shareholders at the rate of Rs. 500 per share. No valuation of the shares of the Calcutta Public Library 
was demanded on account of the limited liability of the shares. We have been led to discuss the matter here 
to make it clear that the principle of limited liability was the contribution of the Calcutta Public Library to 
the Corporate history of India. 


Another legacy of the Calcutta Public Library 1s the exemption granted to the charitable, literary and 
scientific societies from the operation of the Income Tax Act. These institutions do not work for gain and 
their receipts should not have been subjected to payment of Income Tax, which was not the case in 1862. 
The Library represented the imposition of Income Tax on Government Securities held by it and the 
Officiating Under Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal in his letter No. 317 A dated 18 April 1862 conveyed the 
sanction of the Lieutenant-Governmor for exemption from Income Tax on Government paper” 
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A duty of Rs 34 on the rack rent of the Library portion of the Metcalfe Hall was imposed by the 
Collector of Calcutta and payment was made und, protest in 1869. The Library made a representation to 
the Board of Revenue for refund of the amount and the Board ordered, vide their letter No. 73741, dated 17 
November 1869 “that the ruling under the former Income Tax Act may be accepted as a proper precedent 
and the funds of the Librarv may be excepted from taxation under Act IX of 1869” 


We do not find any representation being made by the Library for exemption of Metcalfe Hall from 
the payment of Property Tax to the Municipal Corporation or their predecessors the Commissioners for 
the Improvement of Calcutta or the Justices of Peace The Library paid annually an Assessment between Rs 
500 and 700 from 1849 to 1902 The buildings of educational, charitable, literary, scientific and other 
institutions of similar character are exempt from municipal Property Tax since 1923, if not earlier. Perhaps 
there was no provision in the Municipal enactments for giving relief to the Library which held half the share 
of the Metcalfe Hall 


IMPETUS TO THE LIBRARY MOVEMENT 


An enduring legacy of the Calcutta Public Library is the impetus given by it to the Library 
movement in the metropolis and mofussil. The Library donated books and journals to new libraries set up 
in Calcutta and its suburbs by voluntary effort The Midnapore and Konnagar Public Libraries were started 
with the books presented by the Calcutta Public Library to some extent. 


The Library purchased several copies of novels and current journals for the benefit of its subscribers 
in the Circulation Department Ten copies of the novels of Lytton, Dickens and Thackeray were ordered for 
despatch no sooner than they were out from the press and on display in the London bookshops. Novels by 
other writers were taken in at the rate of four copies each. The standing instruction to the Library's book- 
agent was: “you will have the goodness to see that they are sent immediately, after publication™”. Similarly 
multiple copies of popular journals were subscribed. Illustrated London News (6) Blackwood's Magazine 
(6) and Comhil] Magazine (5) topped the list of popular magazines purchased by the Library with their 
numbers in brackets” The Calcutta Review was the only periodical, issued quarterly, then in print in India. 
The Library either sold out by auction the numerous copies of novels and periodicals or presented them to 
new institutions every year, retaining one or two file copies of each category. One of the duties of the 
Librarian was to send the duplicates of books and periodicals to the auctioneers for sale”. We find in 1856 
the Library itself exposing and selling duplicate copies of books and periodicals and crediting Rs. 898-9-6 
for a portion disposed of”. Books and journals were thus regularly weeded out. 


J. E.D Bethune” and his colleagues on the Committee of Curators (Major G.T Marshall and Willis 
Earle) decided that instead of disencumbering the Library with the duplicates of books and imperfect 
numbers and volumes of periodicals by auction, which produced more than a trifle, “the proper course and 
one best calculated to further the objects of the Institution would be to present them to societies established 
for public benefit. They have therefore presented a few such periodicals to the Howrah Institute, and the 
Sailors' Home” in 1850 During the Mutiny, the Library presented books and periodicals to the Houses of 
Refuge. European troops stationed at Dum Dum &c. and the wounded soldiers undergoing treatment at the 
Presidency Genera] Hospital and Fever Hospstal (=Medical College), besides to inmates of the Alms’ 
House and Leper Asylum” 


There were few libraries in the villages of Bengal before 1850. Rev. James Long” informed the 
Library that small English libraries existed at Calcutta, Agarpara, Burdwan, Krishnanagar, Returipoor and 
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other places. Vernacular libraries existed at each of the above places, and also at Thakurpukur, Solo, 
Chapra, Ballubpore and Kapasdanga. “The vernacular Library at Calcutta contains about 600 different 
publications and brochures in Bengali”. The missionary made a catalogue of them in 1855 and this was 
printed as an Appendix to the Library's Catalogue of 1855 The Curators were very much interested 1n the 
progress of these libraries and encouraged them in every way within their power The Library presented 
some duplicates to the Howrah Institute as they did the same in 1850. 


“A few duplicates were presented to the Public Library at Midnapore””’ , tells us the Annual Report 
for 1852. The Midnapore Public Library (now Rajnarain Basu Memorial Library) was started in 1851 and it 
hada colleetion of 2,571 volumes in 1857 


We hear of a ‘Circulating Library at Wooterpara’ in 1852. This must have been the now famous 
Joykissen Public Library tn its beginning stage It is on record that Joykissen (Jaikrishna) submitted to the 
Divisional Commissioner of Burdwan on 23 August1854 a concrete plan for a Public Library and reading 
room, seeking Government help in this venture” Joykissen was in touch with the Calcutta Public Library 


and presented occasionally one or two books” He must have been encouraged in his venture by Peary 
Chand. 


The Konnagar Public Library”, two kilometers from Joykissen Public Library at Utterpara on 
the Grand Trunk Road (North) was started by Peary Chand Mittra's classmate, Shib Chunder Deb, with 
books presented by the Calcutta Public Library and also some purchased by it from the Calcutta 
institution. The Konnagar Public Library, originally called Anglo-Vernacular Library, Konnagar, was 
established in 1857 and opend to the public on | April 1858. Peary Chand's second son Chuni Lal was 
mamied to Shib Chunder Deb's fourth daughter Kshiroda. More about Konnagar Public Library may be 
read in Amarnath Chatterjee's Bengali book on that institution which is doing well now 


The Calcutta Public Library donated duplicates of books and periodicals to small libraries in and 
around the city whose members were intcrested 1n light literature. Thus, the Naval Brigade Library (1859) 
and Outram Institute, Fort William (1860) were presented with such publications in the years noted in 
brackets against thcir names. 


A Branch” of the Calcutta Public Library in the native part of the town was proposed to be opend in 
1857 in Nutun Bazar, : , posite Beadon Square, North Calcutta, at the request of some Icading members of 
the native community supported by some proprietors. The annual report for 1857 stated :- 


“ A resolution was passed at the last annual mecting, appointing the Rajah Pertaub Chundcr Singh, 
Baboos Ramanauth Tagore and Mr. P. S. D'Rozario as a Committce to act with the Curators for the purpose 
of establishing a Branch Library in the Native part of the town, experimentally for one year, if they were of 
opinion that it would likely be attended with success 


“The Curators agreed to make over to the Branch Library such old furniture and duplicates of 
periodicals and books as might not be required, but 1t was distinctly understood that this Library should bear 
no part of the expense. On an appeal being made for subscriptions, the following gentlemen have offered to 
pay one Rupee monthly, for one year, towards the aid of the proposed Branch Library. 
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Rajah Pertaub C hunder Singh Bahadoor Baboo Russick Krishna Mullick 
Baboo Ramanauth Tagore »  Doorgachurn Baneryca 
» Prosono( oomar Tagore Huruchundcr Ghose 
». Jadhub Krishna Singh . _ Rayender Dutt 
» Ramgopal Ghose . Peary Chand Mittra 
, Brojyonath Dhur ,.  Romapersad Roy 
.  Sutturunjun Gihosal .  Khettramohun Chatterjee 
» Radhanath Sickdhar SG Chuckerbutty, Esqr ,M D 
»  Pearymohun Chowdry Manickjee Rustomjec. Esq 
.  Preonath Sett PS D'Rozanio, Esq 
»  Kissory Chand Mittra R_ H Hollingbery, Esq 


J Agabeg, Esq 
B W Lazarus, Fsq 


“The Rajah Pertaub ( hunder Singh Bahadoor offered tree of rent two rooms of his chucA m Nootun 
Bazar, which being in the midst of a Bazar , are not well suited for Reading Room Enquiries have been 
made in other localities in the Northern Division of the Town, but no eligible rooms have as yet been found 
The Committee will however not lose sight of this subject and sec what can be done for carrying out the 
object” 


No reference to the Branch Library could be found out in the subsequent annual reports of the 
Library and we are thus led to believe that tt was not cstablished Moreover, the disturbed condition of 
Calcutta in 1857 during the days of the Mutiny was not conducive to the establishment ofa Branch | ibrary 


The impetus given by the Calcutta Public Library for the establishment of libraries tn the city and its 
suburbs bore fruit and several small institutrons for the cultivation of reading habits had sprung up by the 
end of the 19" century The Calcutta Public Library as a Circulating Library and reading room for ordinary 
students had outlived its usefulness before its transfer to the Government of India for the formation of the 
Imperial Library A new breed of scholars and postgraduate students were produced by the University and 
they wanted consultation of source materials in different subjects for their research work The Calcutta 
Public Library had slowly built up a vast store of valuable materials The amalgamation of the [Imperial 
Secretariat Library collection with the holdings of the Calcutta Public Library turned the new Imperial 
Library the right place for research scholars and serious readers The student community could rely on their 
school and college libraries for their curriculum studies 


Academic Libraries 


The University of Calcutta was established in 1857 as an examining body The Central Library’ of 
the University was established in 1875-1876 with a donation of Rs 5,000 by Joykissen Mukheryec of 
Uttarpara in 1869-1870 Funds were set apart by the University soon after Joykissen's donation and the 
Asiatic Society presented a complete set of its publications since 1788 The Early English Text Socicty also 
presented a complete set of their publications at the same time The University Library by the end of the 19” 
century had a small collection of English works of reference and the chief authonitics of Indian antiquities, 


fairly complete sets of Sansknt, Arabic, Latin, French and German classics This was housed in the Senate 
House 


The Presidency” (1817) , Sanskrit (1823) and Medical (1835) colleges in the College Street locality 


had tolerably good libraries to meet the specialised requirements of their students as they were the 
pioneering institutions of their kind tn India established in the years mentioned 1n brackets The Calcutta 
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Madrassa established by Warren Hastings, Governor-General, in 1781. had a good collection of Arabic and 
Persian books by 1900 The library of the Engineering College at Shibpur, established in 1880. took care of 
the needs of the engineering students as the College had 1ts origin in 1856 at Writers’ Buildings and in 1865 
was amalgmated with the Presidency € ollege By crossing the river Hooghly from the college the students 
could land just in front of Metalfe Hall for conssulting the books at the Calcutta Public Library The students 
of the Veterinary College (opend January 1894) and the Agriculture College (Shibpur) could consult books 
of their subjects in their colleges The students of the Calcutta Medical School (298 Upper Circular Road 

now RG Kar Medical College Belgachia) and Campbell Medical School & Hospital (138 Lower 
( wcular Road—now Nilratan Sarkar Medical College and Hospital) could depend upon their textbooks 
available in their Alma Maters The ordinary needs of the students of enginecring, medicine, agriculture and 
veterinary science were taken care of by their respective colleges and they were welcome to the Calcutta 
Public Library to consult choice books in these subjects which numbered a few thousands The students of 
Sanskrit, Arabic, Persian Latin Greek and other classical languages found the Calcutta Public Library a 
ticasure-house of books in these languages as well 


The Library of the Astatic Society , established in 1808, had the nchest collection of Indological and 
classical language manuscripts and printed works in Asia By the end of the 19" century all Fort William 
College manusenpts Tippu Sultan’s Palace Library and manuscripts collected by the Society itself and 
Government of India had become part of the Society's collection, besides printed works on Asia received as 
gifts and purchased by the Socicty The Society's hbrary had the richest collection of the Transactions and 
Journals of the literary and scientific societies all over the world as it had established exchange of its 
publications with such institutions Though the Society's Library was exclusively meant for its members 
and not open to the public, research scholars were given special permission by tts Council in consulting its 
treasures The Library was well organised with printed catalogucs of its manuscript and printed collections 


Calcutta had a number of colleges by the end of the 19' century which included 1 Albert College 
(15 College Street), 2 Armenian € ollege (39 Free School Street), 3 Bethune College (181 Cormwallis 
Street), 4 Cathedral Mission College (22 Mirzapur Street), 5 Central C ollege(71-2 Cornwallis Street), 6 
City C ollege (13 Mirzapur Street) 7 Doveton College (41 Free School Street), 8 Duff College (74 Nimtolla 
Ghat Street), 9 Free Sanskrit College (2 Romanath Mazumdar Street), 10 General Assembly's Institution 
(3 & 4 Cornwallis Square), 11 Metropolitan Institution (22 Shankar Ghose Lane), 12 Ripon College (60 
Mirzapur Strect), 13 Scal’s Free College (8 Halliday Strect), 14 St Xavier’s College (10 & 11 Park Street) 
and 15 Victoria College (3 Romanath Mazumdar Street), besides Presidency, Sanskrit and Medical 
Colleges already mentioned These colleges had small libraries attached to them for catering to the needs of 
their students Tickets were always tssucd to the students in the Calcutta Public Library for reading within 
Its walls 


Pupils reading in High Schools in Calcutta were numerous and they included 1! Calcutta Boys’ 
School (72 Jaun Bazar Strect) 2 Calcutta Free School (58 Frec School Street), 3 Calcutta Girls’ School 
(151 &152 Dharamtalla Street), 4 Church Missionary Society Boys’ High Schoo! (33 Amherst Street), 5 
Government Madrassa Branch Schou! (21 Wellesley Street), 6 Hare School (College Square), 7 Hindu 
School (11 College Street) 8 Jewish Girls’ School (8 Pollock Street), 9 Keshub Academy (65-2 Beadon 
Street), 10 Khelat Chandra Institution (7 Wellington Square), 11 La Martintere ) (11 Loudon Street and 6 
Rawdon Street), 12 London Missionary Socicty's Institution (111 Russa Road), 13 Loreto School for Girls 
(7 Middleton Row), 14 Miltary Orphan School (4 Diamond Harbour Road), 15 Mitra Institution (45 
Beneatollah Lane. Harrison Road), 16 Oriental Seminary (336 Chitpore Road), 17 Pratt Memona! Girls’ 
High School (168 Lower Circular Road), 19 Reformatory School (1 Alhipore Lance), 20 Shambazar Govt 
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aided Vernacular School (126 Shambazar Strect), 21 St Josheph's Boarding High and Free School (69 & 
70 Bow Bazar Street). 22 St Paul's Mission School (13 Scott Lanc) and 23. Welland Memorial High 
School (5-] Grant's Lane) Thesc schools had their own libraries to cater to the needs of their students 


Circulating Libraries 


A number of Circulating Libraries were established in Calcutta to meet the local needs of readers 
Aheercetola Reading Rooms (25 Gopec Kissen Pal Lane). Bagbazar Reading Library (3 Raya Raj Bullub's 
Street), Baniapukur Reading Club (36 Banirapukur Road). Calcutta Reading Rooms and Literary Institute 
(336 Upper Chitpore Road), Cornwallis Union Club & Library (134 Cornwallis Strect), Dalhousie Institute 
(Dalhousie Square), Doveton Literary Society (41 Free School Street), F B S Railway Institute (Scaldah), 
Emarald Library (167 Manicktala Strect), Government Boys’ Library (14 Rutton Neogy Lane), Gowribere 
Boys’ Library (Gowrtbere Road). Hindu Literary Society (24 Nimtolla Street), Kumboliatollah Boys’ 
Reading Club (28 Shambazar Street), Manicktola Union Library (43 Nawabdee Ostagar’s Lane), Netai 
Shiksha Pradayinee Sabha and Suhrit Library (28 Tarachand Dutt's Street, Surti Bagan), New Araratian 
Library (Armenian College, 39 Free School Street), Outram Regimental Institue (Fort Willam), 
Pathuriaghatta Literary (lub (20 Pathuriaghata Street), Secbpore Oriental Punchabati Literary Club (50 
Chowdharipara, Howrah). Secbpore Public Library, Sikdarbagan Bandhab Library (12 Sikdarbagan 
Street), Tallah Friends Union Club and Library (16 Talbagan Cossipore), The Kumartuli Institute (7 
Abhoy Churn Mitter Street), Union Library and the Leisure Hour Club (35 Mooktaram Babu's Street), 
Young Mens' Christian Association of Calcutta (Central Dept , 7 Esplanade East) and Young Men's Club & 
Reading Rooms (63 Nebootollah Lane, Bag Bazar) were librarics that specialised in light literature 


The hbranes maintained by British Indian Associatian (18 British Indian Street), Bengal Social 
Science Association (16 Taltolla Lane), Bungeeya Sahitya Samaj or Socicty for the Improvement of 
Bengalee Litcrature (24 Nimtolla Strect), Burra Bazar Family Literary Club (25-1 Mullick's Street), 
Calcutta Literary Society (24 Nimtolla Street), Calcutta School Book Socicty (1 Wellington Street, 
Calcutta University Institute (College Square), Chaitanya Library and Beadon Square Literary Club (4-1 
Beadon Street), Cottage Library (72 Paddapukur Road, Bhowanipore). Indian Association (62 Bow Bazar 
Street), Mohamedan Literary Society (16 Taltolah Lane), Taltollah Public Library, and the Socicty for the 
Improvement of Bengals Language and Literature (“‘Bangovasa-o-Sahetta Samaj”, 143 Lower Chitpore 
Road) were respectable institutions specialising 1n the particular subjects of their constituents. 


Speicalised Libraries 


The scientific community in Calcutta had specialised libraries for their requirements The libraries 
of the Geological Survey of India, Botanical Garden Library (at Shibpur. Howrah) and Survey of India may 
be mentioned here in this category The special needs of the students of Theology were taken carc of by 
Bishop's College Library (224 Lower Circular Road), Bhowanipur Institution/Theological Seminary (11} 
Russa Road), St. Paul's Cathedral Library and Archbishop Goethal's Library (St. Xavier's College) These 
sepcialised libraries were very well organised and were open only to their members. The Govt Arts School 
(28 Chowringhee Road) had its own small library for students of art 


The Bar Library Club at the High Court was open to members only. Similarly the Judges' Library at 


the same Court was also open to members of the Bench. Another library which is not open to the public is 
that of West Bengal Secretariat Library. 
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The West Bengal Secretariat Library, after wandering from | Council House Strect in 1854 to 
Somerset Building (Strand Road) mn 1856 and from there to Chowringhee Road and Sudder Street in 1871- 
1874, finally came to Wnters Buildings This Library 1s not open to the public, but scholars are allowed to 
consult its rich treasures on getting special permission More than 1.5 lakh official reports and Government 
publications are held by the library. The first catalogue was issued in 1867 


Contribution to Library Science 


The contnbution of the Calcutta Public Library to the development of Library Sctence is not 
spectacular as that science was in its infancy in the 19” century Shelf-listing was the practice in the first half 
of the 19” century everywhere and fixed location came into vogue 1n the second half of the same century 
The catalogues issued by the Library have a professional touch. Instead of the casy method of providing 
alphabetical listing, the librarians of the Calcutta Public Library took the pains of classifying the books 
according to subjects and their sub-divisions for shelf-listing Subject entries required very vast knowledge 
on the part of the catalogucr. The catalogues of the Calcutta Public Library were more uscful to scholars 
than to ordinary rcaders as they were bibliographics Subject entries were made author-wise in the 
alphabetical order and a consolidated author catalogue was issued for the 1855 Catalogue prepared by 
Peary Chand Mittra “The first attempt in India to print a catalogue of a Library with some pretentions to 
systematic arrangements was the delightful Catalogue of the Calcutta Public Library published in 1855, 
and printed by Sanders, Cones & Co. of Cossitollah | Considering that the Catalogue was printed in 1855, 
this cnumcration of subject headings 1s remarkable A closer examination undcr cach subject heading also 
revcals an awareness of ramifications within a subject. The Cataloguc is arranged alphabetically under 
author under each subject, and is a very workmanlike job of printing,” wrote the late Mr.B.S Kesavan, an 
authority on Library Science” In fact the Calcutta Public Library had printed its first catalogue in 1846 and 
issucd it to the public in the same year. The Ca/cutta Review mm noticing it said it was “highly creditable to its 
compiler, Babu Peary Chand Mittra, the Librarian” Even if the contribution of the Calcutta Public 
Library to the growth of Library Science as a discipline was not spectacular, there is no denying the fact that 
the Library was well orgainsed and its Rules issued from time to time bear testimony to modem methods of 
Library Management 


National Librarics all over the world are depository libraries meant for public reference and study 
within their walls The National Library of India, on the other hand, 1s a class apart, discharging dual 
functions of a depository library as well as a lending institution with a limited scope. This dual aspect of our 
National Library is the legacy of the Calcutta Public Library which was established as a library for public 
reference and circulation. The National Library of India is today a public lending library and a depository 
library, giving risc to itn anomalous status. 


Wrote the National Librarian in 1961: “Because of historic reasons an anomalous situation had 
prevailed in the (National) Library. It has what no other National Library in the World has, a section lending 
books for home reading. A National Library in any country 1s by definition a place where all knowlédge is 
on tap and no reader should ever be told that he cannot get his material because somcbody has taken it home 
Also the Nationa! Library acquires rare matcrial and very expensive maternal which cannot be trusted to the 
mercy of flood and fortune But because of the tradition of the Calcutta Public Library which was bought 
over by Curzon in forming the Imperial Library, the Lending Section exists in vestigial manner The 
distressing part of the lending Scction 1s that there are more reasons why the Library cannot lend books 
home than why it can. Out-of-print books are not lent out. Art books are not lent out because of their 
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expensiveness and rarity Like this. there are several other reasons why ccrtain other categories of books 
cannot be tent out The result 1s that when a reader comes to the Library and puts in a requtsitton for 20 
books. the odds are that he stands to get one book or at the utmost two for home reading This is because 
there 18 no Public Library in this city and the University and College Libraries are so inadequate to the 
demands made on them that the National Library comes in for the extra demand It 1s remarkable that in 
spite of such frustration the curve of the membership to the Lending Section 1s on the increase tna very stccp 
manner. which 15 an eloquent comment on the state of library facilities in Calcutta tn spite of all this 
embarrassment. the authorities of the Library have continued this facility ofhome lending until such time as 
the organtsation of the Public Library system 1n the city will relicve it of its strain This L ending Section also 
has to deal with national loans and international loan whereby individuals and institutions all over the 
country can requisition matenal from this Library for being consulted in the Reading Rooms of Libraries in 
thé country which undertake to guarantee the safety and return of material sent to them No fee whatever ts 
charged for such loan” Thus the legacy of the Calcutta Public L ibrary is inevery day operation 


Chess and music may not be the legacy of the Calcutta Public Library. but it was the first 1n India to 
promote them When Viswanathan Anand became the chess champion of the world in 2000 and Pentyala 
Parthipadu Harikrishna was crowned as India's youngest Grandmaster at 15 years, beating the record of 
World Champion Anand at the third Asian Individual Chess championship in Kolkata on 15 August 2001, 
people of the present day forgot to remember that the Calcutta Public Library was the first in India, [50 
ycars ago. to promote chess in this metropolis” We have already scen that the first Chess Club in Calcutta. 
1f not in India. had tts abode in the Library rooms of the Metcalfe Hall and the Library got the best books on 
Chess at that time for the players The Chess Players' Chronicle, two copies. reached Calcutta no sooner 
than it was printed in L ondon Chess is an Indian game and Calcutta's contribution to 1s promotion has not 
reccived duc recognition Similar is the case with Western music It 1s on record that the Glee Club" was 
allowed to hold tts practice meetings on Thursday evenings in 1852 The promotion of chess, music, etc 
was done by the Calcutta Public Library as it had the concept of library as a cultural centre as well 


CONCLUSION 


“The Calcutta Public Library had a unique position as the first public library in this part of the 
country Such a well organised library was rare even in Europe during the first half of the nineteenth 
century”. wrote the Librarian of the National Library'” of India in 196) A public library with which the 
Governor-Gencrals, Licutenant-Governors, Members of the Viceroy's Council, Supreme Court Judges, 
Bishops, scasoned Civil Servants, Icaders of the native community and other men of rank and station in life 
were associated could not afford to work ina slipshod manner. No library in the world could have clarmed 
Viccroys and other dignitaries as its proprictors or shareholders to watch its interests and welfare. A public 
library working on self-financing principle is not on record anywhere clse in the world Recognised as a 
depository of their publications by governments of India and Presidencies, Calcutta Public Library was 
patronised by foreign governments and institutions as well. 


The success of a library is not to be judged by its financial gains. Financially the Calcutta Public 
Library was a failure as the authorities responsible for its administration were more interested in fulfilling 
their commitment to the public in providing them with standard works of reference in every branch of 


literature rather than meeting the demands of the subscribers of the institution for more prose works of 
imagination 


The proprictors of the Calcutta Public Library had the satisfaction in seeing that the people had 
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established a number of libraries suited to the needs ot cach and every section of the community tn every 
part of the metropolis and tts suburbs by the end of the 19" century whereas there was not a.single brary 
the city open to the public irrespective of caste and colour distinctions in 1836 when they opened the doors 
of the new institution The authorities of the Calcutta Public Library were proud of their contribution in 
Setting in motion the library movement in ( alcutta and suburbs The Library provided leadership to the 
people of the city in their voluntary efforts in setting up hbrarics with a suitable frame work People were 
urged to develop libraries as cultural centres on ethical principles The authorities of the Calcutta Public 
Library had the further satisfaction that they transferred the assets of their institution to the Government of 
India for providing better library facilities to the people at large in the changed context of India at the dawn 
of the 20" century The government of the merchants of London trading into the Fast Indies was no more the 
rulers of the destinies of the people of India and the vision of the Imperial Government was something 
different. When the Imperial Power volunteered to provide library tacilities to the people of India with all 
the resources al its command. the authorities of the Calcutta Public L tbrary were convinced that tt was ume 
for them to embrace an opportunity which was given to them without asking for The proprictors of the 
Calcutta Public Library were unable to fulfil the aspirations of the New India that had emerged in the 
beginning of the 20” century duc to financial constraints The proposal for the establishment of a new 
Imperial] Library fulfilled thei cherished dream of providing Calcutta with a “public Library of reference 
and circulation that shall be open to all ranks and classes without distinctions, and sufficiently extensive to 
supply the wants of the entire community in every department of literature” The Calcutta Public Library m 
its new avatar became the Imperial Library and afte: Independence the name was changed to Nationa! 
Library and tn 1976 it became the Nationa] Library of India It has remained as the Calcutta public library to 
all intents and purposes all these years fulfilling the arms and obyccts envisioned by tts promoters and 
proprietors, among whom was a partner in Empire”, Dwarkanath Tagore, our great Sentinel" 
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Notes And References 


These details are reproduced from the author's British Soc tal Life nm Ancient Calcutta, 
Calcutta 1983. pp 185-195 Stocqueler was the pseudonym for Siddons in real life 
Calcutta Mouth Journal (=CMJ) for September 1835, pp 256-258 for proceedings form the Englishman 
CMJ, October 1835, pp 277-282 for proceedings borrowed from the Englishman 
CM3. October 1835. p 281 
CM3. October 1835, p 277 
CMI. January 1836, p. 49 
(M3, March 1836, p. 92 
The Bengal Club, 1827-1970, Calcutta 1970. p 24 
Cateutta Monthly Journal, May 838, p 260 
Sukendra Lal! Mittra, grandson of Peary Chand. wrote the life of Peary Chand Mittra’ in the Calcutta Review (vol 120,No 
240) for 1905, pp 237-260 besides reprinting it separately This reprint is also available mn the National Library as a tract 
Deva Prasad Sarvadhikhary's ‘A Page from the Past’ in the Calcutta Review (vol 40), July-September 1930, pp. 226-241 
also is on Peary Chand Mittra These two biographical sketches may be read for information on Peary Chand Mittra's life 
and times 


We are indebted to ESSEM (Sukhendra Lal] Mittra) for 'The Calcutta Public Library and Babu Peary Chand Mittra’ 
inthe National Magazine, February 1914, pp 74-84 for some additional information 


Catcutta Monthly Journal, October (835, p 282 

Narendra Nath Sen in the Indian Murrar. 30 December 1883 

Dr. Abhir Lal Mukhopadhyay, Amar Dutta, Adhir Kumar & Dr. Sakti Sadhan Mukhopadhyay(editors), Song of the Stormy 
Petrel , Complete Works of H.L V. Derozio (Calcutta, 2001). 

Calcutta Monthly Journal, January 1836, p (8 

Mottra. Suresh Chandra. Selections from Jnanannesan, Calcutta , 1979, pp. 83-85 

National Magazine. February 1914, pp 75-76 

The word found in the original was ‘apprehension’ 

Calcutta Monthly Journal, April 1836, p 99 

Enther by a printing error or mistake on the part of Sukhendra Lall Mittra, the date used sn Walker's letter, was 1848. We 
have changed it to 1838 as John Bell died in 1838 and Peary Chand Mittra's name 1s printed in Directories and Rules 
issued by the Library as Librarian. The Annual reports of the Library are available only from 1847-48 to 1892-93. Perihaps 
Sukhendra Lall Mittra did not consult the Bengal Directories from 1838 to 1847. 

Bel] was Superintendent of Preventive Service in the Customs and Walker was junior to him inthe Customs Dept. (P.T. 
Nair, Proceedings of the Asiatic Society, vol. 1V, Book Il, p. 2010 for Walker). Walker was a Proprietor, but not a Curator of 
the Calcutta Public Library. 

The Proceedings of the Curators are from National Magazine, February 1914, pp.78-79. 

There was no J. Nolan cither as a proprietor or Curator in the Calcutta Public Library. There were three Curators in 1838: J. 
Belt, W. P. Grand and H. M. Parker. (The name should be read as H. M. Parker.) 

Report on the Calcutta Public Library (=CPL Annual Report hereafter) for 1866 with Appendices, pp. 25-26. Macrae's 
Minute, pp. 25-26: Trevor's and Broome's p. 26. Also reproduced by Sukhendra Lall Mittra in the National Magazine, 
February 1914, pp. 82-84. 

Dr Alexander Charles McRae; born 21 December 1816; entered Bengal Medical Service as 
Assistant Surgeon, Calcutta, 24 January 1839; retired as Marine & Presidency Surgeon, 28 January 1865; died 20 July 
ti in England. (Lt.-Col. D.G. Crawford's A History of the Indian Medical Service, 1600-1913, vol 11 London, 1914, p. 


Nar, P.T., Proceedings of the Astatic Society, vol. 1, 1833-1841 (Calcutta, 2000), for biographical sketches of Broome, p. 
1909 and C.B Trevor, Bengal Civilian, p. 2005 

CPL Annual Report, 1872, p 11: quoted also by Sukhendra Lall Mittra in the National Magazine, February 1914, p. 81. 
Peary Chand Mittra was not a Proprictor of the Library in 1872 as he had transferred his share in 1870 to Baney Madhub 
Sen Though he was elected an Honorary Proprictor, he did not make use of that privilege. for we find him purchasing the 
share of Radha Nath Sickdar in 1873 This share was transferred to his eldest son Amrit Lall in 1888 
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CPL Annual Report for 1883, pp 5-6 for Resolution Also quoted in the Natrona! Magazine February 1914, p 84 


This ot] painting (the name of the arist not known to us) 1s probably in the National Library as tt 1s not listed in the Victoria 
Memorial collection 


Cotton. Calcutta Old and New \909,N R Ray's reprint, 1980, p 599 
This paras from the National Magazine February 1914, p 0 
Names picked up from the biographical sketches by Sudhendra Lall Mittra and D P Sarvadhikan as noted in 10 above 


The first year in brackets indicate the date of the establishment and 1s followed by the capacity of Peary Chand's 
association with it and the period 


National Magazine, February 1914. p 83 

Upto this portion of thts para ts picked up from the National Magazine February 1914 

This anecdote ts from Paramananda Dutt's Memon's of Mot: Lal Ghose, Calcutta 1935, pp 14-15 
Sarvadhikan ,D Prop cit p 227 

Rev K M Banerjee’s obituary tribute 1s quoted by D P Sarvadhikari, op ci p 227 

Quoted by Sukhendra Lall Mittra tn the National Magazine February 1914, pp 77-79 


The scale of pay was sanctioned at the Calcutta Public Library meeting held on 31 October 1835(Calcutta Monthly 
Journal December 1835, p 335) 


Calcutta Monthh Journal, February 1837,p 106 for the statement The difterence mn salary scale 1s due to conversion of 
Sicca Rupees into Company's Rupees The Exchange Rate for one hundred Siccas in 1836 was C Rs* 108, but why the 
Librarian was given C Rs 107 is not known The salary of the Assistant Libraman according to this Exchange Rate 15 
correct 


Kabir (Abulfazal M Fazle Kabir, The Libsaries of Bengal 1700-1947, London, 1987 p 124) tor the names and dates of 
appointment Calec Kissen = Kali Kishna Paulit ~ Palit 

The statement 1s also reproduced by BS Kesavan (/ndia’s National Library, Calcutta. 1961, p 246) Goopt = Gooptu or 
Gupta Gangadeen ts a mistake for Gungadhur Paunka Walla- Punkhawalla _ pullers of screen punkhas or fans 

CPL Annual Report for 1854 

C PL Annual Report for 1863 

¢ Pt Annual Report for 1864 & 1866 (Also Kesavan, op cit, p 246) 

The report of Broome Committee 1s printed in the CPL Annual Report for 1866. pp 11-21 

Broome Committee Report, 1866, pp 15-16 

The figures for 1849-1872 are supplied by the Rogers Committee Report (“Finances of the Calcutta Public Library 
Report of the Sub-Committee appointed on the 10" February 1873" Calcutta 1873), Appendix 3, p 35 and those for 
1874-1890-1891 are taken from the Balance Sheets published by the Library along with the Annual Reports Exact figures 
are given by us The Rogers Committec had rounded off the figures - 


Rs As Ps 
1847 2710-12-0 
1848 2871-12-3 
1849 
1850 3839-7-6 
1851 4487-10-6 
1852 4769-14-3 
1853 $140-12-3 ete 


Alt Mittras on the staff of the Library were probably Peary Chand’s cousins and nephews, though his own sons preferred to 
continue their commercial pursuits Gopee Kissen Mittra was not an able administrator and had none of the qualities of his 
celebrated uncle H1s appointment ts mentioned in CPL Annual Report for 1867 
CPLAnnual Report for 1868, p 8 
CPL Annual Report for 1873, p 7 

Rogers Committee Report("Finances” —_—‘1873), pp 8-9 
This table 1s also reproduced by B S Kesavan, op cit p.246 
CPLAnnual Report for 1876, p 8 
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CPL Annual Report for 1877, p.s 

CPI Annual Report for 1884, p 6 

CPL Annual Report for 1885 

CPL Annual Report for 1890-91, pp 1-2 

Pagination ts marked m square brackets This 1s from the one-v olume edition 1ssued by the Brpin Pal Memorial Committee 
in 1973 

CPL Annual Report for [890-91 page xxxvi1 

CPL Annual Report for 1891-92, p 21 

These names are collected trom Thac her's Indian Directories tor 1NY9S-1902 (1897 p 266. 1898,p 294.1899 p 297 
1900, pp 301-302. 1901 p 307&1902,p 368) 

RR Mitra was Secretary in 1897 and Honorary Secretary in 1898 & {899 PC Paulit was! ibrarian in 1897-1898-1899 
Printed as Gungadeen in the 1849 Establishment list (Kesavan op cit’ p 246) Detailsin CPL Annual Report for (862 
p9 

Ban: Bose ‘A Short History of the National Library-IT’. Vodern Review for March 1953 p 207 

Ban: Bose. quoting Annual Report of the Imperial Library (1903. p 2), Madern Review , March!953.p 208 

Bam Bose, op cit. p 208, and Kesavan op cit ,p 25 

Ban Bose, op cif ,p 208. Kesavan, op cit ,p 267 

Memonial tablet at the entrance of the Main Readmy Room ot the National Library. C1c lopaedia of India, vol 1 Calcutta 
1907, p 180, Journal of the Asiatic Soctery February 1907 (Proceedings xx Annual Address). The Englishman 10 and 
24 December 1906 and Kesavan op cit’ p 15 Also Hundred Years of the Universin of Calcutta 1957, Vol 1, p 474 for 
Macfarlane's name 


The Statesman | June 1912 (The Statesman An Anthology, compiled by Nwanjan Mayumdar. Calcutta 1975 pp 29% 
299) 


CPLAnnual Report tor 1850 p 9 

Broome Committee Report (CPL Annual Report for 1866. p 18) 

Broome C ommittee Report (C PL Annual Report tor 1866. pp 19-20) 

Broome Committee Report(CPL Annual Report tor 1866, pp 20-21) 

Letter from U S Patent Office Washington. 24 December 1849 (CPL Annual Report for 1850. p 17) 

CPL Annual Report for 1854. p 6 

CPL Annual Report for 1864. pp 7-8 

CPL Annual Report for 1861 p 7 

Letter of Maharajah Suttchurn Ghosal. Debendranath Tagore, Prosonno Coomar Tagore & others dated 12 October 184% 
to the Curators (CPL Annual Report for 1848) 

CPL Annual Reports for 1851 (pp 6-7 for Registration under the Companies Act & Certificate), 1857 (pp 9-10), 1X58 
(Introduction of Bill). 1860 (pp 5-6). 1862 & 1871 (pp 6-7 for certificate) 

Letter from Maharayah Narendrakrishna dated 17 September 1886 to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal 
Correspondence -I,p 36 Kesavan.op cit.p 13 has given the round figure of Rs 2,50,900 

Imperial Library (Indentures Validation) Act , 1902 

CPL Annual Report for 1862 (p 8) and 1869 (p 8) 

CPLAnnual Report for 1850. p 9 

Rogers Committee Report Appendix 6. pp 38-40 

Rogers Committee Report. Appendix 7, tem No 23 of Deputy Secretary & Libranan'’s duties, p 43 

CPL Annual Report for 1856 

CPLAnnual Reports for 1850.p 1% & 1857,p 12 

CPL Annual Report for 18S!.p 19 

CPLAnnual Report for 1852 p 6 

Chatterjee. Amarnath. Histon of Konnagar Public Library (im Bengali, 2000). p 22 

CPLAnnual Report for 1859 hstof presentations 


The author visited the Konnagar Public Library on 7 November 2002 for collecting the information See also Amamath 
Chatteryee's book on the same Library for details 
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CPL Annual Report for 1857 pp 10-12, also Bam Bose, Modern Review . February 1953, p 129 

Hundred Years of the University of Calcutta 1957 vol Lpp 108-109 

Facts being well known about the academic mstitutions of Calcutta details are not given here The Hundred Years of 
University of Caicutta (vol HW) Supplement (1957) gives short histones of most of these institutions and this volume may 
be consulted profitably The changed names of these institutions and streets where they are situated are also uncalled for 
Kesavan,BS op cu pp 59-60 

Calcutta Review vol V1, July December 1846, page Ixvi 

Kesavan BS op cit pp 3-39 

CP! Annual Report for 1847 p 6& 1849 Annual Report 

CPL Annual Report tor 1852 p 6 

Kesavan BS aopcit I 

After BlairB Kiing's ntle of the buok on him 


Dwarkanath’s bust 1s at the door-step hence we call him Sentinel We began with noticing his bust and hence conclude 
with the same 
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Bengal Obituary (Holmes & Co., 1848. Reprinted with an Introductory Essay by PT Nair, Calcutta, 1992), 
426p 


Bengal Past & Present, yol. 36, Sr. Nos 71-72, July- December 1928, pp. 58-59 
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pagination), !l22p., 2. Dictionary of Indian Biography, London, 1905,494p. 
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Administration Report of the Commissioners of Calcutta, Part 1, for 1889-90,1891-92,1893- 
94,1894-95,1895-96,1896-97 & 1898-99. 


Calcutta Journal, February 1823. 
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Catalogue of the Calcutta Public Library with a Supplement (revised up to December 1898) 
Calcutta : printed by Sanyal & Co., Bharat Mihir Press, 1898, 1177p. 

Copies of Correspondence between the Government of Bengal and the authorities of the Calcutta 
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Calcutta Public Library 


The annual reports of the Calcutta Public Libriry from 1847 are entitled Report on the Calcutta Publtc Library for with 
Appendix and those from 1885 to 1891-92 Repurt on the Calcutta Public Library for. with Appendices The report for 
1892-93 ts simply Report ofthe Calcutta Public Library for 1892-93 without mention of appendices The usual contents of 
the annual reports of the Library are 1 List of Officers, 2. Report for the year and (3) Appendices Appendix A Listof 
Proprietors holding transferable shares , Appendix B List of Periodicals received, Appendix C List of Presentations. 
Appendix D Number of Subscribers and amount of Subscriptions in each month of the year . Appendix EF Balance 
Sheet, Appendix F Abstracts of Receipts and Disbursements and Appendix H Correspondence with Government etc 
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one), 1856-60 ( in one), 1860-85 ( in one) and 1885-89 (in one) and [890-93 ( in one) There 1s a duplicate copy of the 
report for 1877 with original cover The Report for 1889 contains a short history of the Calcutta Publi | ibrary on pages 7- 
11 We below give the pagination of the annual reports of the Library with Balance Sheet (B/S) if any as one ts missing 

Condition of these reports is tolerably good 


Report of the Calcutta Public Library for 


1847 & 1848 22p. B/S. 
1848 —12+ xxvii. B/S. 
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1874—9+xvii. B/S. 
1875— 8+xvii. B/S. 
1876—9+xvii. B/S 
1877—8+xvili B/S 
1878—8+xvii. B/S 


1881—7+xix. B/S. 
1882—12+xxi. B/S. 
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1887-——-9+xx B/S. 
1888—10+xx. B/S 
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1892-93-—6+xxx 
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APPENDIX —I 
DOCUMENTS ON CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY 


+ £# & # 


OFFICERS OF THE CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY, 1836-1902 


1 Patrons, 5 House Committee, 

2. Curators, 6 Committee of Selection, 

3. Council (Presidents and Vice-Presidents), 7 Auditors, 

4 Council Members, 8 Library, and9 Office Staff 


1. PATRONS (1836-1902) 


Bayley, Sir Steuart Colvin, Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal 
Campbell, Sir George, Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal 
Canning, Earl Charles John, Governor-General and first Viceroy of India 
Curzon, George Nathaniel, Baron Curzon of Kedleston, Viceroy & Governor-General 
Dalhousie, James Andrew Brown-Ramsay, first Marquis, Governor-General 
Dufferin, Frederick Temple Hamilton-Temple Blackwood, first Marquess of Dufferm 
and Ava, Viceroy & GG 
Eden , Sir Ashley, Lt -Governor of Bengal 
Elgin, James Bruce, Earl of Kincardine, Viceroy & Governor-General 
Elgin , Victor Alexander Bruce, Earl of Elgin & Kincardine, Viceroy and 
Governor-General 
Elhot, Sir Charles, Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal 
Lansdowne, Herny Charles Keith Petty-Fitzmaurice, Fifth Marquess of, Viceroy and 
Governor-General 
Lytton, Edward Robert Bulwer, First Earl of, Viceroy and Governoi-General 
Mayo, Richard Southwell Bourke, Sixth Earl of , Viceroy & Governor-General 
Northbrook, Thomas George Baring, First Earl of , Viceroy & Governor-General 
Ripon, George Frederick Samuel, First Marquess of , Viceroy & Governor-General 
Rivers-Thompson, Sir Augustus, Lieutenant-Govermor of Bengal 
Temple, Sir Richard, Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal 
Woodburn, Sir John, Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal 
(* indicates that he was a Proprietor as well, having purchased a share 
Lords Metcalfe and Auckland were Proprietors, but their names do 
not appear on records as Patrons) 





2. CURATORS (1836-1873) 


Beatson, Lt —Colonel W.S (From 6-8-1836 to 1-4-1837) 
Bell , J (From 8-11-1836 to 5-5-1838) 

Bethune, John Elhot Drinkwater (1848-1850) 
Broome, Major Arthur (1856-1870) 

Cameron, Charles Hay (From 31-8-1835 to 8-3-1836) 
Carr, William (1836, 1838-40) 

Colvin, J.R. (From 31-8-1835 to 8-3-1836) 
Crawford, J.A. (1868-72). 

Dalrymple, J.W. (1852) 

Dickens, T. (From 31-8-1835 to 8-3-1836) 

Dunlop, Col. W. (From 8-3-1836 to 6-8-1836) 

Earle, Willis (1848-53) 

Egerton, Dr. C.C. (1844-45) 

Fawcus, Dr. J. (1868-70) 

Ghosal, Rayah Suttyanund Bahadoor (1871-72) 
Grant, W.P. (From 31-8-1835 to 1848) 


1887-1890 
1871-73 
1856-61 

1899-1902 
1848-55 
1885-88 


1877-8] 
1862 
1894-99 


1895 


1889-93 
1876-79 
1869-71 
1872-75 
1880-85 
1880-86 
1874-76 
1899-1902 
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Hogg, C S (1867) 

Jackson, Dr (Alexander Russell retired from Bengal Establishment in 1839) (From 1-4-1837 to 1839? ) 

Kyd, James (From 8-3 1836 to 26-10-1836) 

Macrae, Dr A C (1853-66) 

Macrae, C S (1872) 

Mansell, C C (1843) 

Marshman, John Clark (From 3 1-8-1835 to 8-3-1836) 

Mittra, Peary Chand (Honorary Curator & Secretary, 1867-1872) 

Parker, H M (From31-8-1835 to 1848) 

Pratt, Hodgson (1853-54) 

Reddie John (elected C urator in the room ot J F D Bethune on 22 “Sept 1851, but died on 28" November 
1851) 

Ryan, Su Edward (From 3 1-8-1835 to 8-3-1836) 

Smith, Rev T (1854-55) 

Trevor,C B (1855-67) 


3. COUNCIL ( Presidents & Vice-Presidents from 1873 to 1902). 


Bright, WR (President, 1899-1901) 

Crawford,J A ,C S (President, 1873) 

Dissent, C E (Vice-President, 1888,1889) 

Ghosal, Raja Sattyanund ( Vice-President, 1883-84) 
Hart, J (Vice-President, 1886-87) 

Kmght, J B (Vice-President, 1873) 

Lee, H (President, 1890-93) 

Macrae, C C (President, 1875-76) 

Narendra Krishna, Maharajah (Vice-President, 1875-76, 1890-1901], President, 1876-1889, 1902) 
Rogers, A(Vice-President, 1873) 

Sircar, Dr Mahendra Lal ( Vice-President, 1876-1882) 
Stevens, C C (President, 1895) 

Tagore, Rayah Romanauth ( Vice-President, 1873-74) 
Wilhams, HC (1C S ), (President, 1898) 


4. COUNCIL MEMBERS (1873-1902) 


Abdul Latif Khan, Nawab (1892-93) 

Abendroth, R (1888-89) 

Barclay,G W (1873-75) 

Behrman, E (1888-89) 

Beveridge, H (1888-1891) 

Blechynden, R (1891-92) 

Bose, Mohinder Nath (1886-1897) 

Brookes, T W (1875) 

Chapman, R C (1878, declined to act as Council Member in 1878) 
Chatteryee, Amarendronath (1876,1879,1886-90,1891) 
Chevers, Dr Norman (elected , but did not oin, 1874) 
Chuckerbutty, Dwarkanath (1886-87) 

Clague, PE (1886) 

Davis, C T (1876-77) 

DePenning,G A (1886-88) 

Dissent,C E (1887,1890-1902) 

Duit, Jogen Chunder (1891-1902) 

Dutt, Kaly Prosono (1888-89) 

Ghosal, Rajah Sattyanund (elected in 1880) 

Ghose, Greesh Chunder (1886) 

Ghose, Judonath (Proprietor, 1873-77) 
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Ghose, Judonath (Subscriber, 1876) 

Heckle, J. (1875-77) 

Howe, R.T.L. (1888) 

Inglis, A.B. (1873) 

Ingram, T.D. (1873-74) 

Kellner, E.W. (1873-75) 

Kirkpatrick, C.T. (1876) 

Law, Joy Govind (1890-92) 

Macgregor, J.C. (1873-79; declined to act in 1879 & Amarendronath Chatterjee elected in his room) 
Mackenzie, Alexander (1873) 

Mackinnon, J. (1874-1875) 
Maclachlan, J.E. (1874-76, 1886) 

Manickjee Rustomjee (1874) 

Martin, John (1873) 

Mittra, Peary Chand (1874-76) 

Mitter, Romesh Chander (1874) 

Mookerjee, Juggodananda (1873-1875 and 1886-89) 
Mullick, Benud Behari (1888-89) 

Moore, H. (1886-1891) 

Pal, Radha Charan (1892-1901) 

Palit, Kali Charan (1892-1902) 

Pandit Pran Nath (1889-1892) 

Paul, A.L. (1897) 

Ritchie, J.G, I-C.S. (1895-1897) 

Roberts, J.B. (1873) 

Robinson, C.C. (1880) 

Rustomjee, H.M. (1890-92) 

Sarvadhikari, Devaprasad (1892-1901) 

Saunders, J. O’B (1879; declined to act in | 879) 
Sconse, G.C. (1875-78; declined to act in 1878) 

Sen, Joygopal (1873-74) 

Sen, Narendra Nath(1 892-1901) 

Sirajul Islam Khan, Maulvi (1890-92) 

Sircar, Dr. Mahendra Lal (1875, 1890-92) 

Smith, Capt. W. (1876; resigned on 9th Dec. 1876) 
Stevens, C.C. (1892-93) 

Swinhoe, W (1890-92) 

Waterhouse, Capt. J. (1876; declined to act as member) 
Westland, J. (1.C.S., Member of Governor-General’s Council, 1887) 


5. HOUSE COMMITTEE (1848-1872; from 1873 to 1902 as Finance, 
Correspondence and House Committee) MEMBERS (1848-1902) 


Agabeg, J. (1857-59) 

Biss, W. (1873) 
Dalrymple, J.W. (1852) 
Earle, Willis (1849-51) 
Francis, C.S. (1857-59) 
Ghose, Judonath (1873-75) 
Ghose, Judonath (Subscriber, 1876) 
Heckle, J. (1876) 

Kellner, E. W. (1873-75) 
Kirkpatrick, W.H. (1876) 
Macgregor, J.C. (1875-76) 
Mackinnon, J. (1874-75) 
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Maclachlan, J.E. (1874-76) 
Macrae, Dr. A.C. (1853-54) 
Manickjee Rustomjee (1874) 
Marshall, Major G.T. (1849-52) 
Martin, J. (1873) 

Pratt, Hodgson (1853-54) 
Roberts, J.B. (1873) 

Sconce, G.C. (1875-76) 

Sen, Joygopal (1873-74) 


6. COMMITTEE OFSELECTION (Elected Members and Curators/Presic 
Vice-Presidents for the time being), 1848-1902. 


Allan, Col. A.S. (1871-72) 

Apcar, J.G. (1883-84) 

Bailey, C.H. (1857, 1864) 

Barclay, G.W. (1873-74) 

Barrow, F. (1882) 

Broome, Major Arthur (1853-55) 
Chatterjee, Amarendronath (1877-1885) 
Clague, P.E. (1885) 

Cockburn, F.J. (1856-1860, left India, May 1860) 
Colville, Hon’ ble Sir James W., Knt. (1849) 
Colvin, J.R. (1849-1853) 

Dass, Sittanath (1877-79) 

Davis, C.T. (1876-1882) 

DePenning, G.A. (1878, 1883-85) 
Devalbezen, E. (1855) 

Dutt, Cali Prosono (1885) 

Dutt, Govin Chunder (1880) 

Dutt, Jogesh Chunder (1881-82) 

Eden, Sir Ashley (1869-70) 

Englis, A.B. (1873) 

Fawcus, Dr. J. (1865-67) 

Ghosal, Rajah Sattyanund (1880-82) 
Ghose, Greesh Chunder (1880-85) 

Ghose, Jogendro Chunder (1885) 

Ghose, Judonath (1874, 1878-79) 

Graham, J. (1856-1863) 

Halliday, F.J. (1850 & up to4” March 1851) 
Hart, J. (1879-1885) 

Hay, Andrew (1856) 

Heckle, J. (1878-80) 

Henderson, Rev. R. (1866-67) 
Ingram, T.D. (1868-1870; 1873) 

Jenkins, W.E. (1856, 1858, 1859; worked up to May 1859 only) 
Kirkpatrick, W.H. (1876) 

Law, Joygovind (1884) 

Macgregor, J.C. (1873-76) 

Mackenzie, A. (1873) 

Maclachlan, J.E. (1876-1885) 
Macpherson, Hon'ble A.G. (1868-69; left India in 1870) 
Macrae, Dr. A.C. (1851-1852) 

Mitter, Romesh Chunder (1874) 

Mittra, Peary Chand (1874-1883) 
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Mookerjee, Juggodanund (1873-74) 
Money, A. (1870-72) 

Moore, H.{1885) 

Mullick, Benud Behari (1883-84) 
Peel, Sir Lawrence (1853-54) 
Robinson, C.C. (1879, 1881-82) 
Rogers, A. (1868, 1871-72) 

Sircar, Dr. Mahendra Lall (1875, 1884) 
Sconce, G.C. (1875-76) 

Scott, James (1857-58, 1860-1865: resigned in May 1859) 
Sett, G.C. (1885) 

Shearman, J.W. (1877) 

Smith, George (1866-67) 

Sterndale, R.C. (1885) 

Stewart, P. (1849-50) 

Trevor, C.B (1852-54) 

Westland, J. (1883-84) 

Young, W.G. (1855; retired in 1856). 


7. AUDITORS (1848-1902) 


Abendroth, A. (1886-87, 1890-91) 

Agabeg, J. (1855-59) 

Blechynden, A.H. (1850-51, 1860-1882, 1885) 
Bose, Mohinder Nath (1890-91) 

Dissent, C.E. (1886) 

Duplessis, J.F. (1883-85) 

Ghose, Calee Krishna (1852) 

Hollingbery, R.H. (1852-54) 

Kellner, E.W. (1860-69) 

Lazarus, B.W. (1853-59) 

Levlock & Lewis (Chartered Accountants, 1891-93) 
Macleod, G. W. (1887-89) 

McGuire, Patrick (1888) 

Sickdhar, Radhanauth (1850-51) 

Waldie, David (1871-1884) 


. TREASURERS :— Union Bank (1836-1848) 
Bank of Bengal (1848-1902) 


8. LIBRARY STAFF (Librarians & Sub-Librarians, 1836-1902) 
Librarians 

Gregory, Matthew (Secretary and Librarian, from 22-12-1884 to 1890) 

Hough, G. (who organised the library in 1835-36) 

Mitter, Gopeekissen (Librarian, 1867-1883; Deputy Secretary & Librarian, 1867-1872; Secretary & 
Librarian, 1877-1884). 

Mittra, Peary Chand (Sub-Librarian from 8-3-1836, Librarian from 30-1-1839 to 1867; Secretary and 
Librarian, 1848-1877). 

Mittra, Radha Raman (Librarian, 1892-95) 

Pal, Bipin Chandra (Secretary & Librarian from 20-8-1880 to 1892) 

Paulit, Kalinath (Assistant Librarian in 1900; Librarian, 1901-1902) 

Paulit, Prosono Chunder (Sub-Librarian from 1848; Librarian 1897-1899; Officiating Secretary & 
Librarian, 1900). 

Stacy, W.H. (Librarian from 8-3-1836 to3 1-1-1839) 
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Library Assistants/Sub-Librarians 
Bose, Nobin Kissen (3" Under-Librarian, 1848-7) 
Datta, Basant Kumar, (Library Asstt. 1895) 
Dhurr, Dayalchand (Sub-Librarian, 1840-45) 
Ghose, Calleekrishna (Sub-Librarian, 1848 - ?) 
Mitter, Devendra Nath (Library Asstt., 1895) 
Mitra, D.P.(Index Cataloguer, 1895-1900; Asstt. Librarian, 1901-1902) 
Mitra, Womesh Chunder (Library Asstt. 1873) 
Paulit, Govind Chunder (4" Under-Librarian, 1848-7) 
Paulit Kalinath (Assistant Librarian, 1895-1899) 


9. OFFICE STAFF (1836-1902) 


Basu, Sarat Chander (Accountant, 1888) 

Dass, Ramnarain (Cashier. | 848) 

De, S.C. (Officiating Hony. Secretary, 1900; Hony. Secretary, 1902) 
Home, G.C. (Accountant in 1895- on leave; 1896-97) 

Mitra, Bissessur (Cashier, 1873) 

Mitra, Debendranath (Accountant, 1848; Library Assistant, 1899) 
Mitter, Gopeekissen (Hony. Secretary & Librarian, 1877-1883) 
Mitra, Kalicharan (Accountant, 1902) 

Mittra, Radha Raman (Hony. Secretary & Librarian , 1892-99) 
Stocqueler, J.H. (Founder Secretary from 3 1-8-1835 to March 1836) 


Menial Staff mentioned in 1848 


Daftaries/Book-binders/menders 
Shaik Amambux 


Darwans or Door- keepers 
Gungadeen 
Radhanauth 

Farash 
Chokoo 
Kumaroodeen 
Parbati 


Hurkaras (Office Peons) 
Cabel 
Subadar 
Nusseeruddin 
Sircars or Collection Peons 
Lochun Maty 
Ram Ram 
Thakurdas Gooptu 
Womacharan Chatterjee 


Names of Bhistis (Water-carriers) and Mehtur (Sweepers) not found on record. 
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PROPRIETORS OF THE CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY (1836-1902) 


(Serial number against Proprietors indicate that they were holding shares in 1902 when the transfer of 
Calcutta Public Library was effected to Government of India for the formation of the Imperial Library. 
Numbers I to 42 were shareholders alive and whose shares were transferable; numbers 43 to 48 were dead, 
but whose shares were kept in abeyance; and numbers 49 to 57 were proprietors who held non-transferable 
shares. The total number of shares in 1902 were 57 ; 1-42 transferable; 43 to 48 shares held in abeyance and 
49 to 57 non-transferable). 


Abendroth, R ( Merchant -—non- transferable shareholder), 1885 


Agabeg, Arakiel Lazar (Broker—purchased the share of N.S. Sweedland in 1863; share reverted to the 
Library as being not heard of for 5 years after 1876), 1863-1881. 


Agabeg, Joseph (Broker— by the transfer of the share of H. Walters; share sold to T.D. Ingram in 1870), 
1848-1870. 


Allan, John (of M/s Allan Deffell & Co., Calcutta ; went to England in 1851 & 1854) (Share lapsed in 1859), 
1848-1859. , 


Anderson, William ( of M/s Gordon, Stuart & Co., Calcutta; Life-Share; reverted to Library due to departure 
in 1867), 1861-1872. 


Apcar, John Gregory (Bar-at-Law; Clerk of the Crown, High Court in 1902; by the transfer of the share of 
Seth Arratoon Apcar in 1882), 1882-1902. 


Apcar, Seth Arratoon (of M/s Apcar & Co., Merchants & Agents, Calcutta : by the transfer of the share of J. 
Reddie. Left India in 1872 & 1877; share transferred to J.G. Apcar in 1882), 1855-1882. 


Auckland, Lord George Eden (Governor-General of India; left India in 1842; died 1849; share lapsed in 
1847), 1836-1848. 


Bailey, Francis (Life Share : died in 1851), 1848-1852. 


Baker, J.W. (of M/s Barry & Co.; Non-transferable share. Date of acquisition not on record) 1902. 
Barnott, J (of the Pilot Service: Life Share), 1879 


Banerjee, Doorgachurn (Medical Profession, Calcutta; by the transfer of the share of H.W. Torrens; share 
transferred to Dr. Mahendra Lall Sircar in 1875), 1854-1875. 


Banerjee, Radhamadhub (Zamindar, Calcutta ; died in Dec.1852; share reverted to the Library in 1857), 
1840-1857. 


Barnott, J (of Pilot Service: Life Share), 1879. 


Barrow, Frederic (Attorney-at-Law; by the transfer of the share of D.W.H. Oehme in 1857; left India in 
1873; share lapsed in 1892-93), 1857-1893. 


Basu, Dwarkanath (Gentleman, Calcutta; died in 1889; his transferable share kept in abeyance in 1902; date 
of acquisition of a share not known), 1902. 


Beadon,Sir Cecil (share acquired when he was Secretary to Govt. of India; Lt.-Governor of Bengal, 
1862-67), share reverted to Library in 1872 on account of his absence from India for 5 years), 
1856-72. 
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Beardsmore, J. (Transferable shareholder ; died in 1848,), 1840-48. 
Beardsmore, Mrs. (=Mrs. W.P.Sims), 1844-49. 

Beatson, Colonel W.S. (died in 1837; listed as share-holder), 1843-48. 
Bell, J. (died in 1838), 1836-1840. 

Bell, Mrs. J. (By the transfer of the share of J. Bell), 1842-48. 


Bethune, John Elliot Drinkwater (Legal Member of the Supreme Council & President of the Counci 
Education; died, Calcutta, August 12, 1851), 1848-50. 


Bishop of Calcutta—See Daniel Wilson, Lord Bishop (listed from 1848 as Bishop of Calcutta). 
Biswas, Kaliprosonno (Banian, Calcutta. By the transferofthe share of H.Cowiein 1866), 1866-1 
Bonnaud, Arthur (Merchant; non-transferable shareholder), 1889-1902. 

Bose, Cossinauth (spelt as Bhose; died in Sept. 1849; share reverted to Library in 1855),1840-48. 
Bose, Ishan Chunder (share transferred to Romes Chunder Mitter in 1869), 1867-69. 


Bose , Umrtukissen (Gentleman, Calcutta : by the transfer of the share of M.T.Pearson in 1867, shar 
K.C. Palit in 1890-91), 1867-1890. 


Bracken, W. (Collector of Customs, Calcutta in 1851; share transferred to F.B. Lightfoot in 1855 
1855. 


Broome, Lt.-Col.Arthur (Supdt. of Cossipore Govt. Gun factory; died , 1870), 1856-63 


Bullen, John Nutt (of M/s Kettlewell, Bullen & Co., Calcutta; by the transfer of the share of W.H. S 
1863; share reverted to Library in 1875 for 5 years' absence from India), 1863-1875. 


Burdwan, Maharajah Adhiraj of —See Muhtab. 


Bushby, George Alexander (I.C.S., Commissioner of Saugor & Nurbudda Territories, Gwalior 
died in 1857;share transferred to Shumbonath Pandit in 1859), 1840-1851, 1857-1860. 


Bysack, Joygopal ( Gentleman, Calcutta; died in 1867; share reverted to Library in 1872), 1848-186" 
Cadogan, T.C (Broker, Calcutta; Non-transferable share), 1884. 
Cameron, C.H ( Curator, 1835-36; died in 1857), 1836-1848, 1850. 


Cameron, John Thomas Dunlop (Headmaster, La Martiniere; share transferred to N. Paliologus i 
1845-1866. 


Canning, Viscount Lord (Viceroy & Governor-General; left India in 1863 & died; share lapsed it bei: 
Share only), 1856-1861. 


Carr, William (Curator in 1836), 1840. 
Caw, J. Left India in 1843; share lapsed in 1848), 1840-48. 


Charles, Rev. Dr. James, 1840-48. 
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Chatterjee, Amarendro Nath (Vakil, High Court: by transfer of the share of Sir William Grey in 1873), 1873- 
1902. 


Chowdhury, Mohesh Chunder(Pleader in the Sudder & Nizamat Adawlut/High Court; by the transfer of the 
share of MLS. Staunton in 1861), 1861-1885. 


Chowdry, Peary Mohan (Gentleman; died in 1883; share reverted to the Library in 1888). 1843-1888. 


Chuckerbutty, Soorjocoomar Goodeve, M.D.(Asstt. Surgeon, Calcutta; by the transfer of the share of Dr. 
S.Nicholson; died in 1874; share transferred to Nobokissen Ghose in 1876), 1856-1876. 


Chunder, Sreenath (share transferred to Benud Behari Mullick in 1873), 1867-1873. 


Church, James(Broker ; listed as of Braddon & Co. , merchants , Calcutta, in 1851; left India in 1862 ; share 
transferred to Kademath Dutt in 1865), 1840-1865 


Coockerell, R.H (died 1839; listed as dead in 1840-45), 1840-48. 


Colville, J.W. (Sir James William Colville, Knt. , Puisne Judge of the Supreme Court, Calcutta, in 1851; 
share transferred in 1859 to J.B. Roberts), 1847-1859. 


Colvin, J. Rudge, Sudder Dewanny & Nizamat Adawlut, Allipore , in 1851; Lt.- Governor of N.W. 
Provinces from 1853-57; Curator, 1835; Member of the Selection Committee, 1849-53; died in 
1857; share transferred to Joygopaul Sen in 1859), 1853-57. 


Corbyn, Dr. Frederic (Supdtg. Surgeon, Punjaub Division, Punjab , in 1851; died in 1853;share lapsed in 
1861), 1843-1861. 


Cowie, Henry (of M/s Colvin, Ainslie Cowie & Co., Calcutta; share transferred to Kaliprosonno Biswas in 
1866), 1840-1866. 


Crawford, James A. (Left India in 1874 and 1877; share reverted to Library in 1882), 1867-82. 
Dalhousie, Lord (Governor-General ; left India in 1856; share lapsed in 1862), 1848-1862. 


Dalrymple, John Warrender (Proprietor by the transfer of the share of C.H . Cameron in 1848; Under- 
Secretary to Govt of Bengal in 1851; Judge, Purneah in 1860; Left India in 1860 & 1873; share 
transferred to Jogesh Chunder Dutt in 1874), 1848-1873. 


Darbhanga, Maharjah of—See Sing, Lutchmessur, 


D'Cruz, Edwin ( Head uncovenanted Asstt. In the Financial Dept., Calcutta, 1851; share transferred to 
Prankissen Sen in 1860), 1843-59. 


Deb, Rajah Bahadoor Kamal Krishna (Zamindar; share lapsed in 1890 as he died in 1885), 1872-90. 


Deb, Maharajah Sir Narendra Krishna (Zamindar), 1872-1902. 


Deb, Satya Priya (Assistant , Board of Revenue, Calcutta; by the transfer of the share of Shib Chunder Deb 
in 1888), 1888-1902. 


Deb, Shib Chunder (Deputy Collector, 24 Parganas, in 1861; by the transfer of the share of late F.B.Lightfoot 
in 1861; share transferred to his only son Satya Priya Deb in 1888), 1861-1888. 


229 


ORIGIN OF THE NATIONAL LIBRARY OF INDIA 


31. 


230 


DePenning, G.A. (Broker, Bydubatty, Hooghly in 1877; Gentleman in 1902, Calcutta ; by the transfer of 
share of E.H Sims in 1877; left India in 1888), 1877-1902. 


Dey, Nilmoney (Head Asstt. to the Registrar-General of Assurances, Calcutta, in 1885;Gentlerr 
Cossipore in 1902; by the transfer of Kissorichand Mittra's share in 1874), 1874-1902. 


Dhur, Aushotosh (Attorney-at- Law; by the transfer of the share of J.P. Mackilligin in 1866), 1866-1902. 
Dhur, Brojonauth (Banian/Merchant; share transferred to J. Heckle in 1863), 1840-1862. 


Dickens, Theodore (Barrister, Calcutta; left for Europe in 1854; died in 1855; share lapsed in 1859), 18 
1859. 


Dissent, C.E. (Non-transferable shareholder; Assistant to Consulting Engineer, Railways, In 1887; of | 
Stewart Mackenzie & Co., Calcutta), 1887-1902. 


Doss, Sittanath (Zamindar; by the transfer of the share of J.B. Knowles in 1876; died in 1892-93), 18 
1892. 


D'Rozario, Peter Stone (of M/s P.S.D'Rozario & Co., booksellers & printers; died in 1862; share transfer 
in 1863 to G.H. Rowland), 1845-1862. 


Dunlop, Col.W. (died in 1841; share reverted to Library in 1848), 1836-1848. 

Duncan, W.N. (heldanon transferable share ), 1902. 

Dutt, Govin Chunder (Head Assistant in the Loan Office, Treasury, Calcutta in 1855; left India in 18 
share acquired by transfer of the share of Russomoy Dutt; died in 1884; share transferred to Jogen 


Chunder Dutt in 1889), 1855-1889. 


Dutt, Jogen Chunder (M.A. B.L., Attorney-at-Law; by the transfer of the share of Govin Chunder D 
1889), 1889-1902. 


Dutt, Jogesh Chunder (Assistant, Bengal Secretariat in 1874; Gentleman , Calcutta 1902 ; by the transfe 
the share of J.W. Dalrymple in 1874), 1874-1902. 


Dutt, Kadernath (Deputy Collector , Calcutta, 1885; Gentleman, Calcutta, 1902; by the transfer of the st 
of J.Church in 1865), 1865-1902. 


Dutt, Khetter Mohun (Banian; by the transfer of C.E. Lance's share in 1875), 1875-1902. 


Dutt, Manomohan (M.A. B.L., Vakil, High Court; name of the proprietor from whom he purchased 
transferable share between 1893 & 1902 not known), 1902. 


Dutt, Rajender (of M/s Dutt, Linzee & Co.; by the transfer of the share of E.B. Ryan in 1851; st 
transferred to J. Heckle in 1863), 1851-1862. 


Dutt, Russomoy (was 3" Judge of the Small Causes Court , Calcutta in 1848; Share transferred to Gc 
Chunder Dutt in 1855), 1840-1855. 


Dutt, Satish Chunder (Gentleman , Calcutta , 1902; by the transfer of the share of Soshee Chunder Dut 
1890), 1890-1902. 


Dutt, Soshee Chunder (Clerk in the Bengal Office , Calcutta, 1852; by the transfer of the share of G. Udn 
1852; died in 1885; share transferred to Satish Chunder Dutt in 1 890), 1852-1890. 
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Earle, Willis (of the firm of Willis and Earle, Merchants; died in 1854 ; share transferred to Joseph Willis in 
1862), 1836-1862. 


Egerton, Dr. Charles Chandler (First Surgeon at the Medica! College Hospital, Calcutta; left Indian in 
February 1847; share lapsed?) , 1836-1848. 
Elgin, Lord (Viceroy & Governor-General ; died in 1863), 1862. 


Ewart, W. Kerr (died in 1839), 1837-1848. 
Fane, Sir H. (Commander in- Chief. Left India in 1837; died 1839; share lapsed), 1836-1848. 


Fawcus, Dr. J.(By the transfer of the share of Dr. F.J.Mouat in 1865; died in 1870; share reverted to the 
Library in 1876), 1865-1876. 


Fergusson, T. (Died 1839), 1839-1848. 


Francis, Charles Scoten (of M/s Jessop & Co., Iron Founders, Calcutta; substituted for Jessop & Co., being 
senior partner ; left for Europe in 1860; share transferred to N.S. Sweedland in 1862), 1850-1860. 


Gardiner, T. Hyde (Share transferred to J.P. McKilligin in 1848;died 1849), 1840-48. 


Ghosal , Rajah Bahadoor Suttu Churn (Zamindar, Cossipore in 24 Parganas; share transferred to Raja Suttu 
Shurn Ghosal Bahadoor in 1856), 1848-1855. 


Ghosal, Rajah Bahadoor Suttu Shurn (By the transfer of the share of Suttu Churn Ghosal, Rajah Bahadoor, in 
1856; Zamindar, Bhookylas in 24 Purgunas; Share transferred to Rajah Suttyanund Ghosal 
Bahadoor in 1870), 1856-1870. 


Ghosal, Rajah Bahadoor Suttyanund (By the transfer of the share of Rajah Suttu Shum Ghosal; died in 1885 
as Vice-President of the Library; share reverted to the Library in 1890), 1870-1885. 


Ghose, Greeschunder (Merchant, Calcutta & later Attorney-at-Law ; by the transfer of the share of J.H. 
Young in 1860; died in 1877; share transferred to Manindra Chandra Ghose in 1890-93), 
1860-1892-93. 


Ghose, Huruchumder (Roy Bahadoor; Principal Supdt. Ameen, 24 Parganas in 1851; 2" Judge , Calcutta 
Small Cause Court in 1860; by the transfer of the share of Sir J.P. Grant; Share transferred to Protap 
Chunder Ghose in 1867), 1849-1867. 


Ghose , Jogendra Chundra (Zamindar Bhowanipore/Garden Reach; by the transfer of C.W. Warden's 
share in 1880), 1880-1902. 


Ghose, Judoo Nath (Principal, Seal's College; died in 1880; share reverted to Library in 1885), 1871-1880. 


Ghose, Kaleekrishna (Clerk, General Treasury in 1865; Gentleman, Bankipore in 1902; Life share), 
1865-1902. 


Ghose , Manindra Chandra (Gentleman, Calcutta; by the transfer of the share of Greeshchunder Ghose in 
1892-1902. 


Ghosh, Nobokissen (or Nabu Krishna Ghosh; Gentleman, Salkia , Howrah; by the transfer of the share of Dr. 
S.G. Chuckerbutty in 1876), 1876-1902. 


Ghose, Protap Chunder (B.A. , Registrar of Assurances, Calcutta, in 1885; Gentleman, 1902;by the transfer 
of the share Huruchunder Ghose in 1867; title written as Ghosha), 1867-1902. 
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Ghose, Ramgopal (of M/s R.G. Ghose & Co., Merchants; died in 1868; share lapsed in 1873),1840-1868 
Gibbons, William (Non-transferable Life-share; Asstt. Manager, M/s R. Scott Thompson & Co.) 1873. 


Gifford, John (of M/s Jamieson & Co., Merchants, Calcutta ; left for Europe, 1855; share reverted to Lil 
in 1860), 1850-1855. 


Gladstone, A.S. (Left India, 1843; share lapsed in 1848), 1836-1848. 


Gordon, Donald McLeod (of M/s Gordon Stuart & Co., Calcutta ; left for Europe in 1855; share revert 
Library in 1860), 1848-1856. 


Grant , Sir John Peter (Puisne Judge of the Supreme Court ; died in 1848), 1836-1848. 


Grant, John Peter ( Lt.- Governor of Bengal in 1860; Secretary to Govt. of Bengal in 1851; left India in | 
share transferred to J.P. Grant in 1863), 1848-1862. 


Grant , J.P.(Junior; Judge of the High Court in 1885; by the transfer of the share of Sir John Peter Gre 
1863; left India in 1888), 1863-1888. 


Grant , William Patrick (Master in Equity, Examiner and Accountant-General, Supreme Court; left 11 
August 1848; presented the share to the Library), 1835-1848. 


Grey, Hon'ble Sir William (Lt.-Governor, Bengal, 1867-71; left India in 1871; share transferre 
Amarendro Nath Chatterjee in 1873), 1867-1873. 


Guppy, Samuel (Supdt. of Sugar Manufactory, Bailikhal; left for Europe in 1855; share reverted to Lil 
in 1860), 1852-1859. 


Harding , E. (Left India in 1839; share lapsed in 1848), 1836-1848. 


Harrison, Edward Francis(First Assistant to the Accountant-General of India ; by the transfer of the shz 
T.C. Morton; left India in 1871 & 1877; share transferred to J. Westland in 1879), 1857-1879. 


Hart, John (Attorney-at-Law; Non-Transferable Life Share), 1884-85. 
Hastie, James (died in 1848), 1845-1848. 
Hay, Andrew (Left for Europe, 1856; share reverted to Library in 1881), 1856-1881. 


Heatly, Samuel G. Tollemache (Gentleman ; supposed to have been murdered in the Mutiny at Delhi in } 
or dead by 1858; share reverted to Library in 1862), 1842-1858. 


Heckle, J. (By the transfer of the share of Rajender Dutt in 1863; share sold to James Scott in 1: 
1863-1865. 


Henderson, Rev. Robert (By the transfer of the share of Rev. J.C.Herdman in 1865; share transferred to 
J.M. Thomson in 1872), 1865-1872. 


Herdman, Rev.James C (Senior Chaplain of the Church of Scotland. By the transfer of the share of Hon’ 
Lowis; share transferred to Rev. R. Henderson in 1865), 1853-1863. 


Hogg, C.S. (By the transfer of the share of W.A. Peacock in 1866; died in 1870; share reverted to the Lil 
in 1870), 1866-1870. 


Hollingbery, Robert Heatly (Register or Registrar in the Military Auditor General's Office, Calcui 
1849; died in 1896; share kept in abeyance), 1849-1902. 
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Holroyd, T. (Share reverted to the Library in 1849 ashe left India in 1844), 1840-1848. 


Howe, Rivers Theodore Lewis (Minor in 1849; Teacher, St. Paul's School, 1861-63; Assistant, 


Comptroller- General's Office in 1885; Asst. Controller-General in charge of 
Paper Currency in 1902; by the transfer of the share of R.T.Howe), 
1849-1902. 


Howe, Rivers Thomas (died , according to Bengal Obituary , \" April 1847, aged 31 years), 1843-1848. 


Hudson, Cunningham (Assistant to M/s Gordon, Stuart & Co., Calcutta; by the transfer of the share of J. 
Stuart; left India in 1872; share sold to J.N. Stuart in 1878). 1858-1878. 


Ingram, T. Dunkan (By the transfer of the share of J. Agabeg in 1870 ; share transferred to J.C. McGregor in 
1877), 1870-1877. 


Jessop & Co. (name substituted in 1851 in favour of senior partner C. S. Francis), 1844-49. 


Jones, Richard (Headmaster, Hindoo College in 1851; Professor of Presidency vollege in 1859; Share 
reverted to Library in 1869, left for Europe, 1855). 1840-1863. 


Judge, Joseph Spencer (Attorney- at-Law; share transferred to T.E.B Judge in 1857), 1840-1857. 


Judge, Thomas Edward Bristo (Attorney-at-Law; by the transfer of the share of J.S. Judge ; died 1862; share 
transferredto J.Martin), 1857-1862. 


Kemp, Henry Chapman (Assistant in the Customs House, Calcutta ; share transferred to M.S.Owen in 1855 
after his death in 1854), 1847-1853. 


Kirkpatrick, Walter H. (By the transfer of the share of W. Kirkpatrick in 1866;took the benefit of the 
Insolvent Act and the Council were informed of his insolvency in 1882), 1866-1885. 


Kirkpatrick William (Gentleman, Calcutta ; share transferred to Walter H. Kirkpatrick in 1866 ), 1847-1866. 
Knight, James Blackburn (C.1.E.; left India in 1882), 1867-1882. 
Knowles , John Bell (Solicitor; share transferred to Sittanath Doss in 1876), 1871-76. 


Kyd, James (Died on October 26, 1836 without paying the full value of the share ; share reverted to the 
Library in 1848), 1836. 


Lance, Charles E (By the transfer of the share of Jadub Kissen Singh; share transferred to Khetter Mohun 
Dutt in 1875), 1867-75. 


Law, Joygobind (Merchant; Jayagobind Law, C.1.E., Zamidar , Calcutta, in 1902), 1870-1902. 


Lazarus, Banjamin Walter (Cabinet Maker; share acquired by subscription; share transferred to C. Lazarus, 
Charles Lazarus & Co. ), 1847-1861. 


Lazarus, Charles ( of M/s Charles Lazarus & Co., Cabinet-makers; by the transfer of the share of 
B.W. Lazarus who died in 1861; died in 1881), 1861-1881. 


Leith, J.F. (Left India in April 1845;share reverted to Library in 1850), 1840-49. 


Leonard , Capt. J. (By the transfer of the share of W.G. Rose; died 1871; share transferred to C.W. 
Warden in 1872), 1866-1871. 
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Lightfoot, Frederic Brooke (Assistant, M/s Kettle well Drabble & Co., Calcutta; by the transfer of the 
of W. Bracken, 1855; left Calcutta in 1858), 1855-1858. 


Limond,L. W.(Shareacquiredbycontributingsubcriptionpaymentstotheamountofashare), 1848-49. 


Littler, Hon'ble Major-General Sir John Hunter, (G.C.B., President, Supreme Council of Indi. 
DeputyGovernorofBengal;leftIndiaDec., 1852;sharetransferredtoOwenMosesin 1856), 1849-1 


Lodge, Edmund (Principal, Hindoo College; share transferred to Preonath Sett in 1852), 1848-1851. 

Lowis, Hon'ble John (Third Ordinary Member of the Supreme Council of India; by the transfer of the 
of Rev. J. Charles), 1848-1852. 

Lyall, C. (Proprietor from 4-3-1837 for 2/3 years upto 1840). 

Lyall, John (Merchant, Calcutta; Share transferred to R.A. Lyall in 1860), 1840-1857. 

Lyall, Robert Andrew (Assistant to M/s Lyall Rennie & Co., Merchants; by transfer of the share of 
Lyall in 1860; left India in 1874; share reverted to the Liabrary in 1881; took the benefit « 
Insolvent Act in 1881), 1860-1874. 

Lytton, Lord (Viceroy & Governor-General), 1876-77. 

Macaulay, Thomas Babington (left India in 1838; share reverted to Library in 1848), 1836-48. 


Mackenzie, Alexander (Indian Civil Service; Secretary to Govt. of India, Home Dept in 1885; by pur 
ofa lapsed share in 1873; left India in 1874 & 1886), 1873-1885. 


Mackilligin, J.P. James Pelham; of M/s Gilmore Mackilligin & Co., Executor of T.H. Gardiner; t 
transfer of the share of T.H. Gardiner; share transferred to Aushotosh Dhur in 1866), 1847-1863 


Maclachlan, John Elphinstone (Director, New Beerbhoom Coal Co. Ltd.; by contributing the value 
share in subscription; died in 1887), 1874-1887. 


Macleod, George William (Assistant, Accountant-General's Office; left India in 1873), 1861-1873. 
Macleod, J.M. (Left India in 1838; share reverted to Library in 1848), 1836-1848. 


Macnaghten, Elliott (Left for England in 1837; Judge of Calcutta Supreme Court; share reverted to Li 
in 1848), 1836-1848. 


Macnaghten, Sir William Hay (died in 1841; share reverted to Library in 1848), 1840-48. 


Macrae, Dr. Alexander Charles (Marine & Presidency Surgeon, Calcutta; share transferred to C.C. Ma: 
1849-1863. 


Macrae, Charles Colin (Clerk of the Crown, High Court; share transferred from Dr. A.C.Macrae in 186. 
India in 1877; share reverted to Library in 1882), 1871-1877. 


Madge, D. W (Gentleman, Calcutta ; Life Share only), 1885. 


oe peeves in Heath (Judge of the Supreme Court of Calcutta; died 1837;share reverted to Libr 
~1842. 


Manickjee Rustomjee (Merchant and Agent; by the transfer of the share of Rustomjee Cowasjee in 1! 
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1855-1885. 
Mansell, Charles Grenville (Member of the Board of Administration , Punjaub, 1851; left for Europe in 
1854; share lapsed in 1859), 1842-1854. 


Manuk, Malcolm Manuk ( Armenian Philanthropist ; died 7" June 1841 ; share reverted to Library in 1848), 
1840-41. 


Manuk , Mrs. (Held a non-transferable share in 1902 by contributing subscription to the share value in 
1892-93), 1892-1902. 


Marshall, Capt . George Turnbull ( Secretary to the Fort William College , Calcutta , from 1843 to 1848 or 
so ; died in 1854 ; share reverted to the Library in 1859) , 1843-1854. 


Marshman , John Clark (Govt. Translator & Editor , Friend of India ,Serampore), 1836-1852. 


Martin , John (of M/s John Davis & Company , Calcutta; by the transfer of the share of T.E.B Judge in 
1863 ; left lastly India in 1887; held his transferable share in 1902), 1863-1902 . 


Martin, T.C. (details wanting), 1842-1845. 


Mayo, Earl of (Viceroy and Governor-General ; assassinated in 1872 ; share reverted to Library ) 
1869-1872. 


McGregor , Alexander (no details ; died or dead by 1848 ), 1842-48 


McGregor J.C . (By the transfer of the share of TD Ingram in 1877; left India in 1877, and share 
transferred to Greesh Chunder Sett in 1879) , 1877-79. 


Metcalfe , Lord Charles Theophilus (Officiating Governor-General of India in 1836 ; left India in 1838 ; died 
1847 ; share reverted to Library in 1848) , 1836-1848. 


Millet , Frederick (Member of the Indian Law Commission & Supreme Council of India_; left India in 
August 1848 ; share reverted to Library in 1853), 1844-1853 . 


Mittra , Amrita Lal ( son of Peary Chand Mittra ; by the transfer of the share of Peary Chand Mittra in 
1888), 1888. 


Mittra, Gopee Kissen (Teacher, Hindu School; Librarian, Calcutta Public Library,}867-1883; 
retired in October 1884; died 1892-93; by transfer of the share of Sir T.E.M. Turton in 1855; share 
held in abeyance in 1902), 1855-1902. 


Mitter, Jotendranath (Gentleman, Calcutta; held a non-transferable share in 1902), 1902. 


Mitter, Juggonath (Minor in 1870; Asstt. Bengal Secretariat in 1885; Appellate Side, High Court; died in 
1901; share held in abeyance), 1870-1902. 


Mittra, Kissory Chand (Gentleman, 1860; Deputy Magistrate, Jehanabad, Hooghly, in 1852; died in 1873; 
share transferred to Nilmoney Dey, 1874), 1852-1873. 


Mittra, Peary Chand (Secretary and Librarian, Calcutta Public Library, 1848-1877; share transferred to 
Baney Madhub Sen in 1870; purchased the share of Radhanath Sickdhar in 1873; died 1883; share 
transferred to his son Amrit Lal Mittra in 1888), 1848-1870, & 1873-1888. 


Mitra, Prakas Chunder (Medical Profession, L.M.S., Calcutta; held atransferable share in 1902), 1902. 
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Mitter, Romes Chunder (Judge, Calcutta High Court, in 1885; by the transfer of the share of Ishan Chund 
Bose in 1867; died 1899; share held in abeyance), 1867-1902. 


Mookerjea, Juggodanund (Junior Govt. Pleader, High Court; died in 1892; held, perhaps, a Life Share only 
1867-1892, 


Moore, J. (Seems to be John Moore of Tulloh & Co. & Moore, Hickey & Co., auctioneers; died on | 1" Sey 
1839; listed as a proprietor in 1840-45), 1836-1845. 


Morley, C. (No details, listed as proprietor), 1840-45. 


Morrell, T.P. (Perhaps Thomas Palmer Morrell, son of Lt.-Colonel and Mrs. Morrell, who died at Calcutta « 
2" March and buried at Berhampore on 10" March 1844, aged 37 years), 1840-1845. 


Morrison, Colonel C.B. (Left India in 1839; share reverted to Library in 1848), 1836-1848. 


Morton, Thmas Charles (Barrister, Calcutta; left India in 1853; died 1855; share transferred to E.F. Harris« 
in 1857), 1849-1852. 


Moses, John Owen (Attorney-at-Law; by the transfer of the share of Owen Moses in 1876; died 1886; sha 
reverted to Library in 1890-91), 1876-1886. 


Moses, Owen (Assistant, M/s Molloy Mackintosh & Co., merchants, Calcutta; by the transfer of the share 
late Sir John Littler; share transferred to John Owen Moses in 1876), 1856- 1876. 


Mouat, Dr. Frederic John (1851, Professor of Medicine; gone to Europe in 1854; Inspector of Jails, Low 
Bengal; by the transfer of the share of J.E.D. Bethune; share transferred to Dr. J. Fawcus in 186! 
1851-1864. 


Muhtab, Aftab Chund (Maharajah Adhiraj of Burdwan; Life share purchased in 1880; died 188° 
1880-85. 


Mullick, Benud Behary (Zemindar, Calcutta; by the transfer of share of Sreenath Chunder, 187: 
1873-1902. 


Mullick, Pertaup Chunder (Minor in 1859; by the transfer of the share of Russic Krishna Mullick; returned 
Gentleman in 1885; died, 1889), 1859-1889. 


Mullick, Russic Krishna (Deputy Collector, Hooghly in 1851; was a member of the Provisional Committ: 
appointed in 1835 to establish Calcutta Public Library; by the transfer of the share of Mrs. J. Be 
died 1858; share transferred to Pertaup Chunder Mullick, minor, in 1859), 1849-1858. 

Narendra Krishna— See Deb, Narendra Krishna. 

Nicholson, Dr. Simon (Surgeon to the Presidency Hospital, Calcutta; died in 1855), 1840-1855. 

Northbrook, Baron (Viceroy & Governor-General; share reverted to Library in 1881), 1872-1881. 


Oehme, William Daniel Henry (Attorney-at-Law; left India in 1850; share transferred to Frederic Barrow 
1857), 1840-1851. 


Owen, Martyrose Sarkies (of M/s Owen Bros & Co., Calcutta; by the transfer of the share of H.C. Kem 
1855; share reverted to Library in 1869), 1855-1863. 


Palit, Kali Charan (Pleader, Police Court, Calcutta; by the transfer of share of Umrtukissen Bose in 189 
91), 1891-1902. 
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Paliologus, N. (By the transfer of the share of J.T.D. Cameron in 1865; left India in 1873 & 1877; died 1887; 
share lapsed in 1892-93), 1866-1887. 


Pandit, Prannath (Pleader, High Court; by the transfer of the share of Shumbonath Pandit in1867; died in 
1892; condoled on 28" Oct. 1892), 1869-1885. 


Pandit , Ram Chandra (Gentleman, Bhowanipore; held a transferable share in 1902, possibly inherited from 
Prannath Pandit), 1902. 


Pandit, Shumbonath (Junior Govt. Pleader, Bhowanipore, in 1859; First Indian Judge, High Court; by the 
transfer of the share of G A. Bushby in 1859; died 6" June 1867; share transferred to Prannath Pandit 
in 1869), 1859-69. 


Parker, Henry Meredith (Member, Calcutta Board of Customs; Poet, Actor, etc., first of the Curators; 
presented his share to the Library in 1848; retired from service in 1842), 31-8-1835—1848. 


Pattle, James (Senior Member of the Board of Revenue, Bengal; died, Chowringhee, 4", Sept. 1845, but 
interred at Camberwall, England; share reverted to Library in 1850), 1836-1845. 


Peacock, William Arthur (Supdt. of Salt Chowkies, Calcutta; share transferred to C.S.Hogg in 1866), 
1848-1866. 


Pearsall, Howard Deverish (Asstt. Engineer, P.W.D., left India 1874/1882), 1871-1882. 


Pearson, M.T. (Attorney-at-Law; by the transfer of the share of Brojonauth Dhur in 1863; share transferred to 
Umrtukissen Bose in 1867), 1863-1867. 


Phillotts, Mrs. (Serampore; remitted Co's Rs. 71-7-0 overpaid by her to make up her share), 1849-1885. 


Pratt, Hon'ble John Henry (Archdeacon of Calcutta, 1850; died at Ghazipur, Dec. 28, 1871; by the transfer of 
the share of Bishop Daniel Wilson in 1862; share reverted to Library in 1876), 1862-1871. 


Rama Varma, Sree (Maharajah of Travancore; Life share only), 1882-85. 
Ray— See Roy 


Reddie, John (By the transfer of the share of W. Thompson; Reddie died on 28" Nov. 1851; transferred the 
share to Seth Arratoon Apcar), 1851. 


Ripon, Marquess of (Viceroy and Governor-General; left India in 1884; share reverted to Library in 1890), 
1880-1885. 


Rivers-Thompson, Sir Augustus (Lt.-Governor of Bengal, 1882-87), 1882-87. 


Roberts, John Blessington (Coroner of Calcutta; by the transfer of the share Sir J.W. Colville in 1859; share 
reverted to Library in 1865), 1859-1863. 


Robertson, James Alexander (Held a non-transferable Life share in 1902; Chief Assistant to the Military 
Accountant General; lived at Chandernagore), 1885-1902. 


Robertson, T. (Left India in 1843; share reverted to Library in 1848), 1840-1848. 


Robinson, C.C. (Barrister), 1872-1902. 
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Rogers, Archibald (Solicitor; by the transfer of the share of G. Rogers in 1861, left India in 1873; share 
reverted to Library in 1879), 1861-1873. 


Rogers. George (Attorney-at-Law: by the transfer of the share of A. Rogers), ] 854-1860. 


Rose, William Grant (Merchant; by the transfer of the share of T.P. Morrell; share transferred to Capt. J. 
Leonard in 1866), 1848-1863. 


Ross, Alexander (Governor of Agra, Dec. 1835 to June 1836; President of the Council and Deputy Governor 
of Bengal, Oct. 20, 1837 to Oct. 15,1838), 1840. 


Rowland, GH. (By the transfer of the share of P.S. D'Rozario in 1863), 1863. 
Rowland, Mrs. George Henry (Calcutta), 1885-1902. 
Roy, Ananda Mohun (Zamindar, Calcutta), 1902. 


Roy, Gobind Lall (Gentleman, Calcutta; name also written as Gobinlall Roy; by the transfer of the share of J. 
Willis in 1863), 1863-1902. 


Roy, Hurry Mohan (Minor in 1863; Zamindar, 1885; by the transfer of the share of Rampersaud Roy in 1863; 
died in 1892-93), 1863-93 


Roy, Ramapersaud (or Prasad; Govt Pleader, Sudder Dewanny & Nizamat Adawlut, Calcutta; appointed 
Judge of the High Court, but could not take his seat as he died; by the transfer of the share of F. 
Bailey in 1852; died in 1862), 1852-1861. 


Russell, John Leslie (Merchant), 1837-1851. 


Rustomjee Cowasjee (Parsee Merchant; died 1852; share transferred to Manickjee Rustomjee in 1855), 
1837-1849. 


Ryan, Sir Edward (Chief Justice of Supreme Court, 1833-1842; Curator from 31-8-1835 to 8-3-1836), 
1836-1842. 


Ryan, E.B. (died in January 1850; subscriptions due by him amounted to Rs. 214-12-0;), 1843-1849. 
Sandys, John Urquhart (Notary Public; not heard of after 1881), 1855-1873. 

Scott, James (By the transfer of the share of J. Heckle in 1865), 1865. 

Scott, James Stuart Blakie (died in January 1850), 1840-1852. 


Seal, Heralal (Merchant & Agent; by the transfer of the share of Muttylal Seal; died in 1876; share 
transferred to Kannylal Seal in 1880), 1855-1876. 


Seal, Kannylal (by the transfer of the share of Heralal Seal in 1880; died in 1884), 1 880-84. 

Seal, Muttylal (Merchant; died in 1854; share transferred to Heralal Seal in 1855), 1840-1853. 

Sen, Baney Madhub (Banian; by the transfer of the share of Peary Chand Mittra in 1870; died in 1899; share 
held in abeyance), 1870-1902. 

Sen, Joygopaul (Merchant; by the transfer of the share of J.R. Colvin in 1859; died in 1887), 1859-1887. 


Sen, Narayan Kissen (Store-Keeper, Stamp Office, Calcutta in 1902; by the transfer of the share of 
Prankissen Sen in 1889), 1889-1902. 
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Prankissen Sen in 1889), 1889-1902. 

Sen, Prankissen (title written as Sein also; Assistant, Stamp Office, Calcutta; by the transfer of the share 
of E. D'Cruz; share transferred to Narayan Kissen Sen in 1889), 1860-1889. 

Seton, Sir Henry Wilmot (Puisne Judge of the Calcutta Supreme Court; died July 26, 1848), 1844-48. 


Sett, Boly Lall (written also as Balailal Set; Gentleman, Calcutta; by the transfer of the share of Preonath Sett 
in 1888), 1888-1902. 


Sett, Greesh Chunder (M.A. B.L., Pleader, High Court/Attorney-at-law; by the transfer of the share of J.C. 
McGregor in 1879), 1879-1902. 


Sett, Preonath (Merchant; by the transfer of the share of E. Lodge; died in 1883; share transferred to Boly 
Lall Sett in 1888), 1852-1888. 


Shearman, John William (Merchant— Life share only), 1851-1885. 


Sickdhar, Radhanauth (Chief Computer, Trigonometrical Survey, Calcutta; by transfer of the share of J. 
Hastie; died in 1870; share transferred to Peary Chand Mittra in 1873), 1850-1870. 


Sims, Edward H (Attorney-at-Law; by the transfer of the share of W.P. Sims in 1863; share transferred to G. 
A. DePenning in 1877 after his death in 1874), 1863-1877. 


Sims, William Parker (Proprietor of the Insane Hospital, Bhowanipore, 24 Purgunnahs in 1851; by the 
transfer of the share of J. Beardsmore in 1850; left Calcutta in 1858; share transferred to E.H. Sims in 
1863), 1850-1857. 


Sims, Mrs. W. P. (late Mrs. Beardsmore), 1849. 
Sing, Cowar Grish Chunder (died in 1877; share lapsed to Library in 1882), 1877-1882. 
Sing, Lutchmessur (Maharajah of Darbhanga; by purchase of life share for Rs. 500), 1880-85. 


Singh, Jadub Krissen (Gentleman, Calcutta; by the transfer of the share of W. Limond; share transferred to 
Charles E. Lance in 1867), 1849-1867. 


Singh, Raja Pertaup Chunder (Zamindar, Paikpara), 1847-1863. 


Sircar (or Sarkar/Sirkar), Dr. Mahendra Lal (M.D., C.I.E. in 1885; Medical Profession; holder of two 
shares:— 1. By the transfer of the share of W.J. Twentyman in 1865 and 2. By transfer of the share 
of Doorgachurm Banerjee in 1875), 1865-1902. 


Smith, Dr. George (Editor of the Friend of India; by the transfer of the share of M. W. Townsend in 1862; left 
India in 1874; share reverted to Library in 1880), 1862-1874. 


Smith, C. W. (No details), 1840-1843. 


Smith, Dr. John (of Smith Stanistreet & Co., Apothecaries; by the transfer of the share of Mrs. 
Alexander McGregor; share transferred to A.J. Sturmer in 1863), 1847-1862. 


Smith, Capt. W. (Broker; Life share; died in 1882), 1873-1882. 


Smoult, William Hunter (Taxing Officer of the Supreme Court; by the transfer of the share of Sir H. W. Seton 
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in 1849; share transferred to J.N. Bullen in 1863), 1849-1862. 
Staunton, Michael Stokes (Compiler in the Military Auditor-General's Office; died in 1858; share laps 
1862), 1844-1858. 


Strong, Dr. Francis Pemble (Honorary Proprietor; gave two large rooms for the Library from Dec. 18 
June 1841 free of rent; Asstt. Surgeon, 24 Parganas; left India in 1857; died 1858), 1836-1858. 


Stuart, James (of M/s Gordon Stuart & Co., Calcutta; share transferred to C. Hudson in 1858), 1849-185 


Stuart, James Nicholson (of M/s Balmer Lawrie & Co; by the transfer of the share of C. Hudson in 187§ 
India in 1886), 1878-1902. 


Sturmer, Miss Anne (Zamindar, Calcutta; by the transfer of the share of A. James Sturmer in |! 
1889-1902 


Sturmer, Arthur James (Agent, Military Officers, Calcutta & Indigo Planter, Azimghur in 1885; b 
transfer of the share of Dr. J. Smith in 1883; died in 1887; share transferred to Miss Anne Sturn 
1889), 1863-1887. 


Sweedland, Nelson Sidney (Assistant, M/s Colvin,Cowie & Co.; by the transfer of the share of C.S Fr 
in 1862; share transferred to A.L. Agabeg in 1863), 1862 


Tagore, Callykissen ( also written as Kali Kissen;Zamindar, Calcutta; held a non-transferable share for | 
1902), 1880-1902. 


Tagore,Conoylail ( died 1847;share reverted to the Library in 1853),1840-1848. 


Tagore ,Debendronauth ( Zamindar, Calcutta; by the transfer of the share of Dwarkanath Tagore), 
1848-1902. 


Tagore, Dwarkanath (Active in promoting the Library since 1835; died 1849), 1836-1848 


Tagore, Harender Nath (Gentleman, Calcutta; by the transfer of the share of Maharajah Romanauth T: 
in 1882; died in 1892-93), 1882-92. 


Tagore, Jagadindra Nath (Zamindar; held a transferable share in 1902), 1902. 
Tagore, Maharajah Sir Jotindra Mohan, K.C.S.1. (Zamindar, Calcutta), 1885-1902. 


Tagore, Prosonno Coomar (Clerk Assistant, Legislative Council in 1860; died 1868; share revert 
Library in 1873), 1840-1868. 


Tagore, Maharajah Romanauth (Zamindar, Calcutta; died in 1877; share transferred to Harender 
Tagore in 1882), 1840-1877. 


Taylor, Capt. T.J. (died in 1839; share reverted to Library in 1848), 1840-48. 


Terraneau, William Henry (Non-transferable share— reverted to Library in 1872 by death; Supx 
Western Salt Chowkies), 1855-1872. 


Thompson, W. (left India in 1846), 1843-48. 


Thomson, Rev. John Macalister (Chaplain, St. Andrew's Church; by the transfer of the share of Rev. R 
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Henderson in 1872; left India in 1878; share transferred to W.A.J. Thomson in 1883), 1872-1878. 
Thomson, Walter Alexander John (of M/s Octavius Steel & Co., Calcutta; by the transfer of the share of Rev. 


J.M. Thomson in 1883; at Chandmari Tea Estate, Nagrakata, P.O.; via Jalpaiguri, West Doors in 
1902), 1883-1902. 


Torrens, Henry (1.C.S., Agent to the Governor-General at Moorshedabad in 1851; by contributing the 
value of a share by subscription payments), 1848-1852. 


Townsend, Meredith White (Editor, Friend of India , Serampore, by the transfer of the share of J.C. 
Marshman in 1853; left India in 1860; share transferred to George Smith in 1862), 1853-1860. 


Travancore — See Rama Varma, Sree, Maharajah of. 


Trevelyan, Charles Edward (later Sir C.E. Trevelyan, Baronet, 1807-1886; Secretary to the Board of 
Revenue, 1836-38; left India in 1838; share reverted to Library in 1848), 1836-1848. 


Trevor, Charles Binny (Judge, Sudder Dewanny & Nizamut Adawlut, Calcutta; Legal Remembrancer in 
1852; by the transfer of the share of J.B.S. Scott; share presented to the Library in 1867), 1852-1867. 


Tucker, C. (died in 1851; share reverted to Library in 1856), 1840-1851. 


Turton, Thomas Edward Mitchell (later Sir T.E.M. Turton; Barrister, Calcutta; share transferred to 
Gopee Kissen Mittra in 1855; one of the original promoters of the Library), 1836-1855. 


Twentyman, William John (Teacher of Hooghly College up to 1850; Headmaster, Collegiate Branch 
School, Calcutta, in 1851; share transferred to Dr. Mahendra Lal Sircar in 1865), 1840-1863. 


Udny, George ( of Bengal Civil Service; left India in 1851), 1848-1850. 
Vos, Dr. John Gregory (Surgeon, Calcutta; died in 1860; share reverted to Library in 1865), 1840-1859. 


Walker, Richard (Deputy Accountant-General, Calcutta; died in 1855; share reverted to Library in 1862), 
1840-1854. 


Walters, H. (details wanting), 1840-1848. 
Warde, Capt. F. (Non-transferable Life Share), 1876-1885. 


Warden, C.W. (of the Branch Pilot Service; by the transfer of the share of Major L. Leonard in 1872; left 
India in 1874; share transferred to J. C. Ghose in 1880), 1872-80. 


Westland, James (I.C.S., Controller-General of India & late Finance Minister, India, in 1902; by the 
transfer of the share of E.F. Harrison in 1879; left India in 1882/1889). 1879-1902. 


Willis, Joseph (of M/s Willis & Earle, Merchants; by the transfer of the share of Willis Earle in 1862; 
share transferred in 1863 to Gobind Lall Roy), 1862. 


Wilson, Rt. Rev. Daniel (Bishop of Calcutta, 1832-1858; share transferred to Archdeacon Pratt in 1862), 
1848-1858. 


. 


Woodbum, Sir John (K.C.S.1., Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal; held a transferable share), 1902. 


Young, James Henry (Bengal Civil Service; Officiating Govt. Agent in Calcutta in 1854; transferred his 
share in 1860 to Greeschunder Ghose), 1843-1859. 
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DOCUMENTS ON THE ORIGIN OF THE CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Doc t-1 
256) PUBLIC MEETING — THE FREEDOM OF THE PRESS 


A public meeting took place on Thursday, the 20th of August (1835), convened by the Sheriff, to take into 
consideration the best mode of testifying the public satisfaction at the repeal of the Laws which have hitherto 
restrained the Freedom of the Press, and the enactment ofa Law by which that freedom is rendered reasonably secure. 


THE SHERIFF (Richard H Cockerell, Esq) INTHE CHAIR 
The requisition having been read, 


Mr. H M. PARKER rose, and after briefly alluding to a notice , recently circulated, of a Public Library, said, 
that a resolution had been assigned to him not certainly to propose the establishment of such an institution , but to 
submit that this community should mark the Emancipation of the Press, by the erection ofa public building, which if 
the meeting were so disposed, might be appropriated for the reception ofa public library. This , as many of the meeting 
were aware, had already been proposed by a gentleman who gave his name H.M.P.; but an objection had been started 
in the pages of a journal famous for fancy, wit, and good taste, that the building was too utilitarian, and would not be 
sufficiently ornamental for the purpose it was intended to commemorate. He, Mr. Parker, did not expect to find much 
that was utilitarian in the pages of the journal to which he had alluded , nor could he imagine, if a beautiful building is 
considered adapted for the purpose, why the one now proposed may not be made as ornamental as circumstances and 
situation will permit. If either the Parthenon or St. Peters were considered adapted to the purpose, he would be very 
glad to see them removed; or he would be glad if another building were erected here equal to either of those ; 
despairing, however, of attaining his wish, he would be content with something inferior, though he confessed, when 
he looked at the Ochterlony Pillar and its incomplete state, he blushed with shame. But to leave this subject, he would 
read the resolution he had the honour to propose for the meeting's adoption:-- 


That a Public Subscription be opened for the erection of a building, which shall be called “THE METCALFE 
LIBRARY,” and that on the portico or some other conspicuous part of the building, the object of its erection, 
to wit, IN COMMEMORATION OF THE FREEDOM OF THE INDIAN PRESS HAVING BEEN 
RECOGNIZED BY LAW UNDER THE GOVERNMENT OF SIR CHARLES THEOPHILUS 
METCALEFE, shall be recorded by a suitable inscription. 


That the building , which shall be ornamental and commodious, be offered free of rent and in trust for the 
reception of a Public Subscription Library, to be formed on a scale, and conducted in a liberal manner, 
worthy, of this metropolis. The Metcalfe Library to be so offered free of rent and in trust on condition 


FIRST, that the Edifice be kept in repair from the funds of such Library. 


SECOND, that a provision be made for opening the library, and allowing the use of books gratis to poor 
students, whether Native, East Indian , or European belonging to any College, or any Public School of 
Medicine, now established , or which may be hereafter founded in Calcutta. The privilege being granted 


under such precautions to prevent its being abused, as the committee presiding over the affairs of the library 
shall desire. 


THIRD, that in matters connected with the Library all possible accommodation and facility be afforded to 
respectable strangers visiting this city, either from the interior, the other Indian Presidencies, or from other 
countries. 


Baboo Russomoy Dutt seconded the resolution. 
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Mr. LONGUEVILLE CLARKE was perfectly unprepared for this proposal, but would be ashamed of 
himself,-- ashamed to be considered an Englishman, if he was not perfectly prepared to support a proposal so worthy 
of the object it was intended to commemorate, and so deserving of the city of which the inhabitants had shewn the 
value they place upon the liberty of press, by the perseverance with which they had contended for it . He knew of no 
measure which would show the feelings of the inhabitants of British India, --which would better show the estimation 
in which they held the liberty of the press, than by the establishment ofa public library; but he did not think it sufficient 
to give the library merely the name of the individual to whom they were indebted for that liberty, and he would suggest 
that a marble tablet ought to be erected, on which should be inscribed the letter which first communicated to them the 
determination of the legislature. Those gentlemen who have been in London would remember that Beckford's reply 
to his sovereign at the time he considered an attempt was made by the minister on the liberties of the people, was 
recorded on a tablet in one of the public buildings. He need not detain them further with remarks on that subject, nor 
indeed dwell at length on the utility of a public library, but this he might say, that if there was any part of the world in 
which such an institution would be useful in cultivating European ideas, science , and notions it would be in this city; 
and he was sure , that the principle of having it open to all the community, as his friend proposed it should be, was the 
best principle on which it could be founded. Heartily would he support the project, and he was quite sure, when he 
thought of its importance, -- when he thought of the number of inhabitants of this town who were desirous to show 
their gratitude to the statesman who had bestowed the freedom of the press, sure he was that they would not do better 
than accede to his friend's proposal. ; 


The resolution was then put and carried, and after some conversation the suggestion made by Mr. Clarke 
was left to a committee, and the following resolution, moved by Mr. J. Sutherland and seconded by Mr. L. Clarke, was 
put and carried nem .con: 


That the following gentlemen be appointed acommittee to collect the subscriptions, arrange the details, and 
superintend the construction of the building, and to carry into effect the objects in the foregoing resolutions; 
adopting such measures as may appear best calculated to promote them according to their spirit. 


J. Pattle, Esq. J.Prinsep, Esq. 

H.M.Parker, Esq. Baboo Dwarkanauth Tagore 
T.E.M. Turton, Esq. J.Kyd. Esq. 

Captain W.N.Forbes, Baboo Russomoy Dutt. 


And on the motion of Mr. Pattle, seconded by Mr. Clarke, Mr. J. Sutherland was added to the committee. 


DR. CORBYN fully agreed with the proposers and seconders of the two preceding resolutions, convinced 
as he was , that this method of commemorating the freedom of the press in this country must be highly gratifying to 
Sir Charles Metcalfe, who, it was evident, considered the freedom of the press as necessary to the spread of 
knowledge. A better measure could not have been proposed; but he wished to remind the meeting that though a Library 
would be an advantage on those who were educated , it did not afford an opportunity of acquiring knowledge to those 
who were not. He did not press his suggestion under any idea or wish to divert the attention of the meeting from the 
object which had been introduced and had met with the approbation of this community, but he thought it was a fit 
opportunity to remind the meeting that there did not exist in this community a charitable institution in which those 
who were at present without knowledge could receive instruction, or an institution to impart instruction to the learned 
professions. He had for a length of time felt desirous to see a University of India instituted jn Calcutta, and as the 
advancement of learning was in consonance with the freedom of the press, he thought this was a fitting opportunity to 
agitate the subject, or at least to bring it to the notice of those who were better able to support it than he was. 


MR. PATTLE would not detain the meeting, but follow the excellent example of the learned gentleman who 
had preceded him , for it seemed that long speeches had at length entirely gone out of fashion, and an expeditious 
method of doing business was to be the practice for the [257] future. Mr. Clarke had reminded the meeting of the reply 
of Beckford, and as this building in which they were assembled was the Guild Hall or rather the Town Hall, of this 
community, he thought it the most appropriate place for a tablet on which Sir Charles Metcalfe's reply ought to be 
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inscribed, and he would propose that such tablet be erected. Of course, he made his proposition under the idea that 
there would be a large surplus of subscription for the erection of a building for the reception ofa library; for he could 
not anticipate that there would be small subscription to commemorate the bestowal of a benefit so extensive, universal, 
and gratifying to every class of the people ; nay, he anticipated that there would be a surplus not only sufficient to 
enable them to place a mural tablet, but also a statue as noble as that of Cornwallis which now adorns the Town Hall. 
Mr. Pattle then proposed a resolution in substance as follows: 


That after carrying the objects of the preceding resolutions into effect, should the funds be found insufficient 
for a statue, an ornamental tablet of marble be affixed in a conspicuous part of the Town Hall, on which shall 
be engraved Sir Charles Metcalfe's letter, and the Act under which the Press of all India is declared free by 
law. 


MR.LONGUEVILLE CLARKE begged leave to say a few words before this resolution was put by the 
Sheriff. If they were to have a building for the reception of a library, that building ought to be as complete as possible; 
but he knew not how it could be considered complete if it were without a tablet on which the Magna Charta of the 
freedom of the press was inscribed, (Mr. Pattle. “We can have a tablet in both places.”) To that proposition he would not 
object, provided it was a sine qua non that the building for the library was completed before any part of the funds was 
appropriated to another purpose. Recurring to what had fallen from Mr. Pattle with regard to this building being the 
Town Hall, he would admit that it bore the name of the Town Hall of this community, but so far from being their 
property, it was in the power of Government at any moment to put a padlock on the door and prevent any person 
entering it. It was a mere name for the place and nothing more. Like a Lottery Committee, the Town Hall appeared that 
which in reality it was not; for as the funds of the Lottery instead of being appropriated to the improvement of Calcutta 
were sent home in silk and indigo, so might the community be excluded at any time from the Hall which purported to 
be their property. He remembered the time when the community were about to meet here on the question of the Stamp 
Act, and were threatened to be dismissed, and he believed that but for the patriotism of one of the magistrates at the 
police office that threat would have been carried into execution. On that occasion they were obliged to meet in the 
Exchange; and he would ask, if a place from which they could be excluded by Government, when exercising the 
constitutional privilege of Englishmen, was one in which it is fitting to erect a tablet, inscribed with the Magna Charta 
of the freedom of the Press of India? While he was addressing the meeting he would take the liberty to say a few words 
with regard to what had fallen from another agitator, who had proposed to establish something, he did not know 
whether it was a school or university. But he would remind that gentleman of the homely adage, that it was necessary 
“to cut the coat according to the cloth”, and he feared that gentleman if he imagined this community could raise a fund 
to establish and maintain an university, would find that with the numerous calls upon them, the project would dwindle 
into an infant school. He had heard of a gentleman who informed a public meeting that some children were so 
favourable to the advancement of religion as to refrain from eating butter that the money might be laid out in 
purchasing bibles; this gentleman was afterwards known by the name of the “Bread and Butter Orator”, and though he, 
Mr. Clarke, would not call his friend so, he must say that the proposition savoured of A.B.C. philosophy. That his friend 
Dr. Corbyn had deservedly a deal of influence in Calcutta, he, Mr. Clarke, thought all who knew him must readily 
admit, as well as that he gave a great deal of his time to the cause of education; but he entreated the meeting not to be 
diverted from commemorating the freedom of the press in the manner that had been proposed. He was also desirous to 
say that many years ago, he had contemplated the establishment of a public library, and he would be ready to lay before 
the committee the plan he had then proposed, which would prove that in ten years a library may be established 
containing 100,000 volumes. But his proposition did not meet with proper support in those days; indeed, he might say 
it was opposed. It did not suit the temper of the times ten years ago to countenance a library to be established on the 
principle of no exclusion that horrible destructive principle, -- and it was not tolerated for an instant. But now, thank 
God! that feeling had departed never to return. He might also state that ten years ago he had proposed amongst his own 
professional friends, a library for a particular class of books, which had succeeded so far as to contain at the present 
moment no less than 2,000 volumes, although the books were of the most expensive class, and were only to be 
purchased by paying eighty per cent dearer for them in this country than in England. Now, if ten gentlemen in ten years @ 
could purchase 2,000 books of the most expensive class, he did not think that he was under the mark in saying that in 
two years a library might be formed by the united exertions of this community which would be worthy of the city. 
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Mr. PATTLE, explained. His proposition to have a tablet in this Hall was, as indeed he thought he had plainly 
stated before, to depend entirely on there being a surplus after the building for the Library was completed. He could not 
agree with what had fallen from Mr. Clarke regarding the Lottery Committee, for he thought the exertions of that 
committee had effected a great deal not only in the formation of large squares and the effecting of other visible 
improvements, but in the clearing away of marshy lands, and thereby rendering the city much more salubrious. He also 
believed that Mr. Clarke was mistaken in stating that the committee had sent the profits of the lotteries home in silk and 
indigo, nor did he hear before of any intention to dismiss the stamp meeting by force; and as to the mistake in calling 
this building the Town Hall Sheriff, who inserted the misnomer in the advertisement. (Laughter). But why this 
eamestness? He had submitted a simple proposition for the meeting to adopt or reject, and that was all. However, as his 
friend had told them a pleasant story, perhaps he, Mr. Pattle, might be permitted to remind the meeting of a tale told by 
Lucian:- Jupiter and a Countryman were conversing together with great freedom and familiarity upon the subject of 
heaven and earth. The countryman listened with attention and acquiescence whilst Jupiter strove only to convince 
him, but happening to hint a doubt, Jupiter turned hastily round and threatened him with his thunder. “Ah, ah!” says the 
Countryman, “now Jupiter, I know you are wrong; you are always wrong when you appeal to your thunder.” It is thus, 
said, Mr. Pattle, with my friend Mr. Clarke; you may always tell when he is wrong, when he quits his subject to 
commence his thunder by referring to circumstances which have no connection with the question under discussion. 
(Much Laughter). 


DR. CORBYN thought Mr. Clarke must have mistaken the few observations which he had ventured to 
submit to the meeting, for so far from attempting to divert the attention of the meeting from the establishment of a 
public library, he gave the proposition his cordial support. He merely wished to bring to the notice of the meeting that 
there was no institution here for giving instruction to those who had no knowledge at all, and, perhaps, he might have 
done so more effectually had he been heard without interruption. As it was, he was quite at a loss to know why the 
learned gentleman thought he was an “ agitator,” for nothing was more foreign to his intention than to endeavour to 
repeal the union, happily existing between the friends of freedom and the friends of education. 


MR. TURTON was quite sure that his friend Mr. Clarke intended to say that Dr. Corbyn was an agitator only 
of useful objects. With regard to the Lottery Committee, his friend was mistaken in saying that the funds went home in 
silk and indigo, as those funds, though they [258] were raised under false pretences, were not sent home, but were paid 
to Government in liquidation of very considerable sum lent to the committee, but which loan the Court of Directors 
had refused to accept. 


MR. OSBORNE had been listening for sometime to these proceedings with great attention, and would now 
take leave to express his unfeigned astonishment at the result, which, so far as he could understand, after much 
pondering, appeared to be, that the meeting in order to express their gratitude to Sir Charles Metcalfe had determined 
to avail themselves of his name to raise money for a public library. (Much Laughter) and the only advantage Sir 
Charles was to receive, was to be stuck up against one of the walls. He thought a better testimony of their respect might 
have been proposed than this, which indeed from these proceedings, did not appear likely to be carried into effect in a 
very warm and grateful manner. 


MR. PARKER said the gentleman who was in opposition, now and ever, did not appear exactly to understand 
the proposal which he had submitted to the meeting. It was not to subscribe for a public library but for a building to 
receive one. 


Some conversation took place at this time in which Mr. Pote, Mr. Turton, and Mr. Judge took part, the latter, 
as we understood, expressed himself strongly in favour of the proposal contained in the resolution proposed by Mr. 
Parker at the commencement of the proceedings. Mr. Pattle then remodelled his resolution which was seconded by 
Dukinanundur (Dakshinaranjan) Mookerjee and put and carried. The resolution is as follows:- 
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“That the Committee be instructed to apply to Sir Charles Metcalfe, for permission to place his Statue or Bust 
in the contemplated Building, with an appropriate Inscription, and that the Inscription in question shall 
include Sir Charles Metcalfe's Letter of the 20” June last, and the act under which the Press of all India is 
declared free by Law”. 


MR. POTE suggested that two rooms in the building be appropriated, one for painting and the other for an 
exhibition room, and proposed a resolution to that effect which was seconded by Mr. Crow, but opposed by Mr. Turton 
and Mr. Clarke, and lost by a large majority. 


MR. JAMES SUTHERLAND said, there seemed to be some little diversity of opinion regarding the 

resolution he was about to propose, which was to celebrate the day on which the press was made free in this country, 

‘according to the good old Eriglish custom, by having a public dinner. He did not see any particular necessity of making 

this resolution a part of these proceedings, but it was perhaps as well to do so, in order that it might be understood that 

the aristocratic feeling did not pervade, and that it was the desire of the friends of freedom to see all classes join in the 
rejoicings. Mr. Sutherland proposed the following resolution:- 


“That the following gentlemen be appointed by this meeting a committee, with power to add to their numbers 
for the purpose of promoting a public illumination and subscription dinner to be given on the 15" September 
to celebrate the freedom of the press in India. 


J. Pattle, Esq. 
T.E.M. Turton, Esq. H. Torrens, Esq. 
H.M. Parker, Esq. Capt. J.T.Taylor 
T.Dickens, Esq. J.Kyd, Esq.” 


MR. J.D.M. SINAES briefly seconded the resolution. 


MR. TURTON supported the motion, because it was the mode generally adopted at home, and ane too, that 
did not call for the sacrifice of time which should be devoted to business, and besides a public dinner was one of those 
occasions when men's hearts were open, and no doubt, they would rise from it with their hands open also, and 
afterwards make a liberal subscription. It was the mode adopted here on receiving intelligence of the French . 
Revolution, and were the meeting more interested in that event, glorious as it was, than in an event in which they were 
more immediately concemed, and which came home to their own bosoms? At that time the foreigners in the 
neighbourhood joined in their rejoicings, and he had no doubt, but that they would in the present instance, show the 
same sympathy for us that we felt for them several years ago. 


MR. L. CLARKE opposed the resolution, which was supported by Mr. Pattle and Mr. Sutherland. 
Dwarkanauth Tagore said, that if the natives were to vote on this occasion, the resolution would be lost by a large 
majority. 


MR. TURTON, with reference to what had fallen from Dwarkanauth Tagore, asked if he meant to call upon 
the natives to prevent the Europeans celebrating the event in their own peculiar manner? Did he mean to say the natives 
felt no interest with the Europeans, or that because they could not participate in the same mode of expressing the 
pleasure they felt it was a matter of total indifference to the native community? If the natives could not participate with 
the Christians, it would be more becoming in them to retire and not vote at all. But let the natives halt and let 
Dwarkanauth Tagore halt also, for Englishmen were not backward in expressing their sympathy or stood upon their 
prejudices when native feelings or native interest were concerned. 


After some further discussion in which Mr. Clarke, Mr. Speed, and Dwarkanauth Tagore took part. 
MR. C. THACKERAY, alluding to the national customs of Englishmen, thought they would rather honour 


the great object by a fast than deride it by a feast. They might rejoice with all their souls but not with all their bodies too; 
and, with reference to the willingness expressed by one gentleman to be present, if the natives offer a sacrifice to Kali 
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ofa buffalo, he, Mr. Thackeray, would not be present lest they should make him a piece of offering. (Loud Laughter). 


The resolution was then put and carried by a large majority, and after a vote of thanks to the Sheriff, the 
meeting separated. (The Englishman as quoted in The Calcutta Monthly Journal, September. 1835, pp. 256-58) 


Document -2 
METCALFE LIBRARY 


[119] | Atapublic meeting, convened by the Sheriff, at the Town Hall, on the 20" August, (1835) to consider the best 
mode of commemorating the emancipation of the press, it was resolved : 


“That a public subscription be opened to provide for the erection of a building which shall be called The 
Metcalfe Library, and that, on the portico, or other conspicuous part of the building, the object of its erection, 
to wit 'In commemoration of the freedom of the Indian press having being recognized by law, under the 
Government of Sir Charles Theophilus Metcalfe,’ shall be recorded by a suitable inscription. 


“That the building, which shall be ornamental and commodious, be offered free of rent, and in trust, for the 
reception of a public subscription library, to be formed on a scale and conducted in liberal manner worthy of 
this metropolis. The Metcalfe Library to be so offered free of rent, and in trust, on condition 


“First. — That the edifice be kept in repair from the funds of such library; 


“Second.— That a provision be made for opening the library, and allowing the use of books gratis to poor 
students, whether native, East Indian, or European, belonging to any college or any public school of 
medicine now established, or which may be hereafter founded in Calcutta : this privilege being granted under 
such precautions, to prevent its being abused, as the committee presiding over the affairs of the library shall 
devise. 


“Third. — That, in matters connected with the library, all possible accommodation and facility be afforded to 
respectable strangers visiting this city, either from the interior, the other presidencies, or from other 
countries. 


“That the committee be instructed to apply to Sir Charles Metcalfe for permission to place his statue or bust in 
the contemplated building, with an appropriate inscription; and that the inscription in question shall include 
Sir Charles Metcalfe's letter of the 20° June last, and the act under which the press of all India is declared free 
by law.” 


Acommiittee was also appointed for the purpose of promoting a public illumination and subscription dinner, 
to be given on the 15" September, to celebrate the freedom of the press in India. (Asiatic Journal, vol. 19 for 
January-April 1836, “Asiatic Intelligence— Calcutta,” p. 119.) 


Document -3 
PUBLIC LIBRARY MEETING 


[277] Apublic meeting took place on Monday, the 31" August at ten o' clock, to elect a committee, and arrange all 
such matters as may be necessary to give existence and effect to the proposed Public Library. On the motion of Mr. 
Turton, seconded by Mr. Plowden, Sir J.P.Grant in the Chair. 


Sir J.P.GRANT, in taking the chair, briefly addressed the meeting. Considering the importance of the object 
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in view at the present meeting, and with which we are already acquainted, I have thought it so much in connection with 
the advancement of literature in the country as to induce me to depart from a rule [ have adopted and accept the honor 
of taking the chair on this occasion. I think it right also to make an explanation, which under circumstances other than 
those that have occurred would have been unnecessary, namely, that this meeting has no connection with political 
questions, but is for the furtherance of a purpose purely literary. I think it the more necessary to make this explanation, 
as with reference to the situation which J hold, it would be for me extremely unbecoming to take the chair at a meeting 
where questions as to laws proposed, or as to laws passed, formed a subject for discussion. My duties are of a very 
different nature, but when I say so, I by no means desire to be understood as taking no interest in the advancement of 
liberty of thought, liberty of speech, or liberty of action. I think to do so were as inconsistent with the character of a 
British Judge, who, indeed, may be considered a priest of liberty as it would be inconsistent with my life and foreign to 
my habits, disposition, and the course which I have hitherto pursued. (Applause). I make these remarks because I have 
learned from the newspapers, that on another occasion something was thrown out with regard to the object of this 
meeting, and I also happen to know, that it has, unfortunately, deprived us of some useful assistance which we might 
otherwise have had on this day. Therefore I am now extremely desirous it should be perfectly understood that this 
meeting has no other object in view besides obtaining the means to purchase a collection of books for the use of the 
inhabitants of Calcutta, and that it has no more connection with the recent act of Government emancipating the press, 
than it has with questions relating to the arts of type-founding, book-binding, or printing. Without these arts, certainly, 
we cannot have books; but as certainly there is as little occasion at this meeting for a gentleman to rise and speak with 
reference to the liberty of the press, as there is for another to dwell on the law of libel, for a third to dilate on the art of 
type-founding, and a fourth on that of book-binding, or to shew how books may be protected from the insects that 
infest them in this country. I would particularly urge that gentlemen who may address the meeting would keep in mind 
the subject before it, and which I have endeavoured briefly to explain. (Applause). I believe this is the only society of 
the same extent which has not a library of some description: at the Cape (Town, South Africa), at Bombay, they are 
better provided, and Madras has its Literary Society; but here, in Calcutta, we are without the means of reading, except 
by purchasing books, from Humphrey Clinker up to Hume's History of England. This, I think, is a very great 
inconvenience and we even have no means, except the expensive one | have just mentioned, of procuring books of 
light literature which form the main reading of the greater part of the community; or of those books which no man 
would purchase, or refer to except for purpose of seeking out some particular information or referring to some 
particular point. But the particular object we have in view will be better developed by the resolutions, which I hope will 
meet with general approbation. They have been drawn up to meet the convenience of all classes of the community, by 
no means excepting those young men, natives of this country, who are most meritoriously pursuing their studies and 
whose means do not afford them opportunities of purchasing books. Sir John Grant then apologized for the time he had 
occupied the attention of the meeting, and concluded by strongly recommending the gentlemen to abstain from 
making remarks that did not bear on the subject they were met to consider. (Loud Applause). 


MR. C.W.SMYTH. After all that has been said, written and specially after what has fallen from the chairman 
on this subject, I will not detain you by speaking generally, as to the advantages held forth by this proposition; and 
indeed it is the more unnecessary, since, whatever difference there may be as to details, all are agreed that it will be 
highly advantageous to the inhabitants of Calcutta. However, it is as well to call your attention to the liberality of the 
-principle which opens the library to all ranks of society, and renders intelligence available to all. This is an extensive, 
liberal principle, worthy of the era that has produced the Emancipation of the Press, the greatest blessing ever 
bestowed on British India. The resolution I have the honor to propose is as follows: 


Resolved, “That it is expedient and necessary to establish in Calcutta a Public Library of Reference and 
Circulation that shall be open to all ranks and classes without distinction and sufficiently extensive to supply 
the wants of the entire community in every department of literature.” 


It has been suggested that the library should not be one for the circulation of books; but this would deprive it 
of its usefulness, and render it quite inadequate to the purpose; it has therefore been proposed to make it a circulating 
library, to meet the wants of all, and indeed were it otherwise, I for one would withhold my support. In conclusion I 
would eamestly press on the attention of the committee the necessity of having a good managing committee, for the 
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error of committees, is the rock on which former libraries in Calcutta have been wrecked and destroyed, and J trust the 
meeting will not separate without paying some tribute to the gentleman (and here Mr. Stocqueler) to whom we are 
indebted for the excellent proposition we are here to consider. (Applause). 


MR. H.M. PARKER. I take the opportunity, in seconding this resolution, to say a few words with reference to 
a subject, which has been very properly taken notice of by our worthy and distinguished chairman, though indeed | 
cannot see by what strange confusion in men's minds the building to commemorate the emancipation of the press has 
been mixed up with the public library. Perhaps, however, the public being a body with many eyes, has on this occasion 
seen obliquely, or possibly I was unable on a recent occasion to make the public comprehend my meaning. However, 
this I must say, that the proposals for a building and for a library are entirely distinct, and though in ten or fifteen years, 
the proposers of the former may have a very handsome and commodious building to offer for the reception of the latter, 
it is still quite possible that its acceptance may be refused. Refused? Yes, for ] hope the library may be in a condition not 
to require it, and before that time there may be several libraries in Calcutta, and that the spread of knowledge may be as 
rapid as the spread of intelligence. 


The resolution was then put from the chair and carried nem. con. 


MR. PATTLE. It devolves on me to propose for your adoption the second resolution, and to which I shall 
make but a short preface, for on these occasions I hold it best to say as little as possible; and luckily for me who cannot 
boast of being able to say much and much to the purpose, the necessity of doing so has been completely superseded, by 
what has fallen from our distinguished chairman, and my worthy colleague. Indeed they have so well explained the 
object we have in view, and so completely cleared up any confusion which may have been occasioned by the recent 
meeting for carrying into effect another object, that I have nothing to say on those subjects; but I may however 
mention, that this proposal presents some peculiar features that I cannot reconcile myself to look over. The advantages 
it presents to our native fellow subjects cannot be too strongly dwelt upon [278] for it is a peculiar feature, a principal 
recommendation, that it will aid their enlightenment, and teach them to place a proper estimate on the blessings of the 
British rule. When they do once properly appreciate the advantages resulting from that Government, they will be 
convinced that there is none other under which they could derive the same degree of happiness and prosperity. I for one 
would rather the British rule should cease in this country if it can only continue by means other than the affection of the 
people; but 1 am convinced that rule only requires to be known to be appreciated. Let but knowledge find its way to the 
minds of the natives of the country, and they will require no other proof of the superiority of the present Government to 
the Mohammedan one that preceded it. This is one of my motives for supporting this proposal, and fortunately, the 
proposers intend that it shall be a library of circulation, thereby extending its benefits, and making it more deserving of 
our support. Mr. Pattle concluded by moving the following resolution:- 


Resolved, - That a Provisional Committee be appointed to consider the best ‘means of accomplishing the 
objects stated in the first Resolution— to frame a set of Rules and Regulations for the management and use of 
the Library, and the conduct generally of its affairs, and to report the same, together with their opinion, to a 
subsequent meeting to be called by public advertisement in the newspapers by the Committee as soon as they 
shall be prepared with the report. 


REV. MR. DEALTRY said, the resolution had his most hearty concurrence and in seconding it he was 
convinced he was humbly but earnestly contributing towards the means of circulating knowledge not only through this 
city but through this great empire. 


SIR J.P.GRANT then moved the first resolution from the chair and it was carried unanimously. 


MR. PLOWDEN briefly proposed the third resolution, which was seconded by Mr. James Kyd, and adopted 
by the meeting. It is as follows:- 


Resolved, - That the Committee be empowered to apply for the temporary use of apartments in the Town 


Hall; and in case these cannot be obtained, then to hire apartments for the reception of the books in an airy and 
central situation, upon as reasonable terms as dry and elevated apartments can be procured for; and to 
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purchase suitable book shelves and furniture of a plain and not costly description. Further, that the 
Committee be empowered to engage such persons as may be necessary to take charge of the books, rooms 
and furniture; and to make catalogues, keep accounts and copy correspondence and generally to assist them 
in the duties they undertake, a strict regard being paid to economy, to the state of the funds and amount of the 
subscription. 


Before the resolution was put from the chair, Mr. Kyd took the opportunity to mention, that he had just 
received a letter from Dr. Strong, of which the following is an extract:- 


“The Rev. Dr. Marshman is now at my house and will attend the meeting. He says he is willing, should it be 
thought desirable, to be one of a Committee for the object of arranging the matter, - you are aware how valuable a man 
he would be. He does not like to propose the thing himself but has sanctioned me to write as much to you. | had 
intended being myself at the meeting but my complaint does not allow me. Will you kindly put his name down for any 
sum that you may subscribe yourself, and if I had been there and an opportunity had offered ] meant to have offered the 
lower part of my house for any books that might accumulate until a proper place was ready for them; you may, if you 
please, make the offer for me. There is a separate entrance and the rooms are, high, airy and large”. 


DR. MARSHMAN stated to the meeting that the apartments offered by Dr. Strong were in his opinion 
admirably adopted for the purpose. But, as will be seen, the matter was left to the committee, and a suitable 
acknowledgment given to Dr. Strong for his kindness. The resolution was then put from the chair and carried. 


MR. W.P. GRANT. The resolution which I have to propose, is merely one of detail, and does not occasion a 
necessity for detaining the meeting with my lengthy remarks. I shall, therefore, briefly express my hearty concurrence 
with a plan which goes to establish a library on an extensive plan; not of books for reference only, but of books for 
circulation also. In Calcutta, where almost every man is engaged in business, to make the library one for reference 
only, would be circumscribing its utility; indeed it would render it almost useless, for under those circumstances the 
books are the more required for perusal at home. The following is the resolution, which I hope may meet with as much 
approbation as those that have preceded it:- 


Resolved, - That it be recommended to the Provisional Committee to enquire into the means of procuring 
books in Calcutta, which may serve as foundation to commence upon; and to make application to the 
Government for such assistance in this respect as the Committee shall judge proper in the name of the 
subscribers. And that the Committee be empowered to receive subscriptions, and such donations of books, as 
the patrons of the institution may be disposed to make to it, the result of such enquiry and application and the 
amount of such subscriptions and donations to be in their report. 


Mr. Grant, in conclusion, drew the attention of the meeting to the libraries in Edinburgh, where, he said, there 
are no less than three accessible to strangers, viz. that for the Faculty of Advocates, for the Writers of the Signet, and the 
College Library. These, said Mr. Grant, are perfectly at the disposal of persons be they residing in Edinburgh, or be 
they only sojourners there for a week or a fortnight, and many persons in the latter case, who, perhagé, had entered the 
city with a single volume in their portmanteau, could declare the degree of pleasure experienced by them in 
consequence of this facility. 


MR. A. ROGERS briefly seconded the resolution. 

MR. G.T. SPEED here suggested that there ought to be a call on the friends of the library to send in the names 
of such books of reference as might be obtainable in Calcutta. Mr. Rogers thought details ought to be left to the 
committee, and the meeting coincided with the latter gentleman. The resolution was then put and carried. 


MR. MINCHIN, after few prefatory remarks, moved the following resolution:- 


Resolved, - That the Provisional Committee, or such of their number as they shall appoint, in writing, for this 
purpose, be at liberty to draw from the Treasurer, from time to time, such sums as may be necessary for 
current expenses, not exceeding the amount in his hands, and to call upon the Treasurer, from time to time for 
an account of receipts and disbursements. 
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Ihail, said Mr. Minchin, the institution of the library, not only so far as the community of Calcutta concerned 
are but as a society likely to benefit the natives of this country generally. For by extending to them the literature of 
England, we induce them to cultivate the knowledge of our language and afford them the means both of improving 
their literature and their morals. 


Colonel DUNLOP seconded the resolution, which was put from the chair and carried without opposition. 


MR. H. TORRENS proposed the sixth resolution, being merely for the formation ofa Provisional Committee 
and which with subsequent alterations stood as follows—the names in italics being added to the original motion:- 


Resolved, - That the following gentlemen be requested to form the Provisional Committee:— 


Sir Edward Ryan Mr. W.P.Grant 

Sir J.P.Grant The Rev. Dr. St. Leger 
Mr. W.H.Macnaghten Mr. James Kyd 

Mr. C.W. Smyth Capt. D.L.Richardson 
Colonel Dunlop Capt. Thompson 

The Rev. H.Fisher Mr. James Prinsep 
Mr. Dickens Mr. W.M. Woollaston 
Dr. Ranken Mr. Wale Byrn 

The Rev. James Charles Mr. Scott Thompson 
Mr. J.C. Marshman Mr. B. Harding 

Mr. John Bell Mr. Carr 
Russeekrishen Mullick Russomoy Dutt 


The number of names on the list, Mr. Torrens observed might appear unwarranted, but they were to be 
divided into sub-committees of four or five, each sub-committee taking different sections. As to the gentlemen 
themselves [279] he need not enter into any panegyric because the simple utterance of each name conveyed its own 


panegyric. 


MR. LEITH seconded the resolution, and did so with greater pleasure, because it contained the names of 
gentlemen whose experience and attachment to literature and science would secure for their constituents the most 
important services, and enable each particular section to have its own representative, in this, as it might be considered, 
congress of the republic of letters — gentlemen who are acquainted, and familiar with each section, and from whom 
we may hope that the institution will derive the most beneficial results. The term ‘provisional’ had been adopted to 
distinguish it from the other committee whose duty it would be to propose rules, fill up details; and though last not 
least, to purchase books, collect subscriptions, and organize the construction of the library. The united efforts of these 
gentlemen he, Mr. Leith, felt confident would raise a structure which would merit the support of the whole community. 


MR. PATTLE said, the gentleman who has just sat down has spoken of committee intended to represent the 
different classes of society, but, he, Mr. Pattle, observed that in the formation of the committee, the mercantile class 
appear to be wholly unnoticed. Perhaps this had arisen from a conjecture that mercantile gentlemen had not time to 
attend to the details, but still, as there was to be a sub-committee, he thought the meeting ought not to omit a 
compliment to gentlemen of so much importance. He would, therefore, propose, that the names of Mr. Carr and Mr. 
Harding be added to the number. As to their distinguished Chairman, he was sure the meeting were aware of the deep 
interest Sir John Grant took inthe proposed institution; there was no one more anxious, no one more able to further 
their views, and he trusted that the meeting would not allow him to depart from this hall, without requesting permission 
to place him on the committee. 


SIR JOHN GRANT was fully sensible of the very flattering proposal, but would rather decline the honour; 
not from any disinclination to the office, but from a dislike to take upon himself duties to which he had not sufficient 
time to attend. If the meeting were of opinion that the duties were not so arduous but that he had leisure to attend to 


. 
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them, he would bow to their decision, premtsing, however, that 1t must not be considered as acomphment No one was 
more able to bestow a compliment than his friend Mr. Pattle, but the making choice of a committee was a matter of 
business of which compliment should form no part; and nch as they were in names on the committee, they could not 
afford to have one inactive member 


MR. TURTON entirely concurred with Sir John Grant, and would put matters of compliment out of the 
question. But notwithstanding the number of the committee, he would propose that 1t should be increased by the 
addition of Mr. R.S. Thompson, a gentleman with whom he, Mr. Turton, had the pleasure of acting on one committee, 
and to whose usefulness and ability he would give ample testimony. 


MR. SINAES admitted the correctness of the remarks made by Mr. Turton, but amongst the gentlemen 
whose names were contained 1n the resolution proposed by Mr. Torrens, there was only one who could be said to 
represent the class to which he, Mr. Sinaes, belonged. He thought the committee ought to be more general and under 
this impression he begged to suggest that the names of Mr Woollaston, and Mr Wale Byrn be added to the number 


MR. PS. D'ROZARIO and MR. CROW rose at the same time and seconded this proposition. The latter said, 
he could scarcely hope that the resolution would meet with success, for he perceived that the feeling of the meeting was 
decidedly against 1t (cries of no, no.). He would however, do his duty, and offer a few remarks in support of the 
gentlemen named by Mr. Sinaes, with both of whom he, Mr. Crow, was personally acquainted. He believed there was 
an impression on the mind of several gentlemen who had taken an active part in these proceedings that the number on 
the list of the committee was already too great, but he thought otherwise, and begged of the meeting to consider 
whether the large number was not a circumstance tn favour of Mr. Sinaes's proposition The proposition which the East 
Indian bore to the European communnty, would point out that one East Indian was not a fair number to represent that 
class, and therefore he would submit for the favourable consideration of the meeting the proposition of Mr Sinaes. 


MR. R.S.THOMPSON was sensible of the honor tt was proposed to confer on him, and deeply indebted for 
the flattering compliment from Mr. Turton, but he would rather decline the honor, and for this reason he believed the 
list of the committee, as 1t stood originally, was calculated to impart confidence to every friend of the proposed 
institution, and its enlargement might destroy that feeling. However, 1f the meeting were of opinion that he would be of 
any service to the committee, he would cheerfully accede to their request. 


MR. A.ROGERS supported the onginal resolution, and reminded the meeting that it was a classification of 
books, and not a classification of persons to which they had to attend. 


MR. L.FRASER spoke in favour of the orginal resolution, and urged that 1f it were departed from the native 
community which stands in proportion of three hundred to one to the East Indian, had also a claim to be represented in 
the committee; so had the Jews, Parsees, and indeed every other section of the diversified community. 


MR. PATTLE suggested that the question should be referred to the committee, who no doubt would receive it 
with becoming attention; and he trusted that the proposal had that confidence in the committee which would induce 
him to withdraw his amendment. 


MR. CROW would again beg to be heard before the amendment was put from the chair. He was ready to grant 
that the proportion of the Natives to East Indians, was more than three hundred to one; but it was not the mass of the 
people that ought to be taken into consideration. Those who were likely to appreciate the proposed institution and to 
benefit by it in e1ther class should alone be taken into consideration, and then he was sure that the proportion would not 
be so great as 1t otherwise appeared to be. The question of the qualification, he thought, was one of a very delicate 
description, particularly when a comparison had to be instituted. He would, therefore, not enter upon it in detail. 
However, he might observe that the names proposed by Mr. Sinaes were of gentlemen who stood high in the opinion of 
those who knew them for the performance of duties that were likely to devolve on them as members of the committee. 
He said it was not only those who would devote their time, but also those who had influence in the class to which they 
belonged who ought to be selected; and for that purposes those who were connected with public institutions, and 
known as the promoters of public and liberal measures, were most likely to benefit such an institution as was now 
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proposed. On the contrary, those who led a secluded life, it was not likely would be so successful in that respect. With 
these considerations, he begged to press the proposal of Mr. Sinaes on the attention of the meeting. 


MR. TURTON was anxious to state the grounds on which he supported the amendment. He thought there was 
a great deal in what had been advanced by Mr. Crow, not only with regard to the literary qualifications of the gentlemen 
alluded to, but for other reasons. Was it nothing, that there should be on a committee persons who were to draw up rules 
and regulations, persons who are acquainted with the habits and taste of a large portion of that community for whose 
benefit the institution was intended? It had been said that the committees were to be the literary representatives of this 
community, but how can this community be represented by persons who have no knowledge of their wants? As to the 
number of the committee it mattered little, since there was to be a sub-division, which would enable them to divide 
their labours, whether there were twenty-one or twenty-four or any other reasonable number; and as there was but one 
native on the committee he thought if he had a coadjutor it would greatly increase his efficiency. Therefore, he would 
prefer the committee to be unlimited and he would propose that Baboo Russomoy Dutt be added to the number. 


MR. J.R.COLVIN begged to add his testimony of the utility of Mr. Woollaston. No man, said Mr. Colvin 
[280] is capable of giving more solid information to the committee, or will be a more useful member of it. 


Mr. Sinaes's amendment was then put, and carried by a large majority. The amendment is embodied in the 
resolution above. 


MR. TURTON — When his friends prepared the resolution, he believed that they must have had Mr. Pattle's 
opinion before them as to the propriety of short speeches, for they had assigned to him the driest resolution in the whole 
lot. It was one merely relating to finance. However, though he, Mr. Turton, did not excel as Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, he would endeavour to explain the principle on which it was proposed the institution should be founded. 
Mr. Turton then explained the substance of the resolution, which, with an alteration suggested by Mr. Greenlaw, stands 
as follows:- 


Resolved — That the property of the Library be vested in trustees for the benefit and use of shareholders, and 
that the following payment do constitute persons proprietors and subscribers — 


Proprietors— Every person subscribing 300 rupees in one payment, or in three payments of 100 rupees, each 
100 rupees being paid down, and the remaining instalments at intervals of six and twelve months, to be 
considered proprietors. 


The shares of original proprietors subscribing within the period of one twelve-month, to be transferable on 
such fine or conditions as the Provisional Committee shall determine. The question of transfer of future 
shares to be left open to the Committee. 


Subscribers— The subscription to the Library to be as follows: 


I" Class~-Entrance 20 rupees and 6 rupees per mensem, for every month subsequent to the first. Such 
subscribers of 2 years standing or upwards, to be entitled to become shareholders, by an additional payment 
of 200 rupees. 

2“ Class— Entrance 16 rupees, and 4 rupees per mensem, for every month subsequent to the first. 
Subscribers of this class of 4 years standing to be entitled to become shareholders by an additional payment of 
200 rupees. 


3” Class— No entrance. A subscription of 2 rupees per mensem payable from the commencement of the first 
month. 


Donors of books and others, on the recommendation of the committee, may: be nominated honorary 
members by a general meeting of proprietors. 
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No books to be taken out of the Library, without a deposit being made; the amount to be regulated by a 
Committee to be appointed annually by the proprietors out of their own body in such manner as shall be 
hereafter decided. 


No books or periodicals to be taken out of the Library, until they shall have lain ten days upon the table; after 
which period proprietors or subscribers of the 1" and 2™ classes, will have the privilege of taking them out and 
reading them in circulation, preference being given to the proprietors and subscribers of the 1" class who may 
apply within a month after the arrival or purchase of such books. 


All books to be delivered out in the order of application, subject to the above preference. 


No other class to be permitted to take any books out of the Library without the permission in writing of the 
Annual Committee. 


MR.TURTON continued. He thought he had in his eye some trifling opposition to this resolution, for ruin had 
been predicted to the institution, if they were to adopt the first part of it. But he could not foresee the ruin that others 
apprehended; on the contrary, he thought that the plan was admirably adapted to give permanence to the library. The 
part of the resolution which it was said would have a ruinous effect, was that which proposed persons subscribing 
Rs.300 should become proprietors. He thought no injurious consequences would ensue from this, and he would 
inform the meeting why he thought so. In four years, subscribers of the first class, at six rupees per month, would pay 
Rs.302, and he put it to the meeting whether it was not a very good compromise to obtain Rs.300 immediately 
available for the purposes of the Library, making those who pay three years in advance free of all subscriptions 
afterwards. Taking into consideration who were likely to become subscribers, he did not think that the average time 
each individual would remain in Calcutta, would be more than four years, and possibly, of these the majority would 
become proprietors not so much with a desire to benefit themselves as to benefit the Library. Taking the number of 
proprietors to be 100, this would raise a fund of Rs. 30,000 to commence with. Without funds there could not be a 
library; and though this might not be the best plan, he was quite satisfied that it was the best plan that had been as yet 
proposed. 


MR.PATTLE here suggested that donors of books that may be thought by the committee Rs. 300 in value 
ought to be considered subscribers. 


MR. TURTON said that point had not escaped the attention of the framers of the resolutions, but it must be 
borne in mind that a great number may wish to become proprietors on those terms. It was a consideration, he thought, 
that ought to be left entirely to the committee, for it could not be supposed that they would be so indifferent to the 
interests of the institution, that if they thought the proposal adapted to advance it, they would not propose its adoption. 


MR. W.P.GRANT said it was a great object with the committee to raise a sufficient fund to purchase books in 
England. 


MR.H.M.PARKER thought that books to the value of Rs.300 was too small an amount to entitle persons to 
become proprietors, he would rather it should be fixed at Rs. 1000. : 


MR.PATTLE reminded the meeting that there were many scarce and valuable books in this country which 


were out of print and could not be obtained in England. But after some further conversation, the suggestion was left to 
the committee. 


MR. L.CLARKE said his friend Mr. Turton was correct when he anticipated opposition to the resolution just 
proposed. He, Mr. Clarke, had been one of the party who had met on a previous day to consider the resolution 
preparatory to this meeting and he had declined to propose that resolution which his friend Mr. Turton had just moved, 
because he thought it was not founded on calculation, and that it defined rules which it were better at present to leave 
for more mature consideration in committee. He thought it would be necessary for the committee, before they come to 
the result contained in the resolution, to have a calculation as to the expenses of establishment, binding of books, 
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stationery, and then the amount of surplus which might be applied to the purchase of periodicals, for without these 
there could be no library. This, in his opinion, ought to be the duty of the committee, before any such propositions as 
those contained in the resolution was brought forward, and he Mr. Clarke, was quite certain, that if the minimum of that 
surplus was not the base for the committee to go on, it would lead the society into great difficulties. He knew the 
resolution had been formed without any calculation whatever. In fact, it originated with himself, for it was him from 
whom the idea fell at the preparatory meeting regarding shareholders, and he was quite sure it was a crude proposition 
without the slightest calculation for a base. For this reason he opposed the resolution. He contended that it would be 
fatal to the interests of the institution, and ought not to be adopted unless after mature consideration. But the rules were 
decidedly bad, for his friend proposed that on the payment of Rs. 300, a proprietor should be free from all subscription 
for ever, whereas, the subscription of a subscriber of the second class in four years, would amount to more than that 
sum. Here then by the payment of Rs. 300 a proprietor not only escapes all future payment but his heirs and assigns 
also. (Mr. Turton expressed his dissent from the statement). Well, said Mr. Clarke, we shall see about that presently. A 
proprietor may transfer his share to whom he chooses by the payment of a fine of Rs. 100; thus he has all the privileges 
of a proprietor for four years by the payment not of Rs. 300, but of Rs. 200, and he would appeal to many persons now 
near [281] him if similar scheme for a proprietary had not ruined the Chowringhee Theatre, where an enormous debt 
was entirely occasioned by giving the benefit of the theatre without requiring the proprietors to pay anything, and thus 
while the public paid eight rupees for an admission by purchasing a share, admittance was obtained at the rate of one 
rupee one anna for each performance. It was this very same principle his friend was now advising the meeting to 
adopt, — allowing the proprietors to have the benefit of the institution at too cheap a rate. There were other parts of the 
resolution which he, Mr. Clarke, objected to, but this he thought would be sufficient to induce the meeting to refer 
details to the committee, whose object ought not to be to make a great beginning to come to a poor end. But he, Mr. 
Clarke, had doubts as to the prudence in making it a share Library at all. He thought it ought to be a Public Library to 
remain here for ever, or if it were necessary to provide in the trust deed for its distribution, it might be so arranged that 
in the event of a distribution being necessary, the books should be given to Bishop's College, the Asiatic Society's 
Library or the Martiniere. He called on the public not to make a share Library but a public library. Let the friends of 
such an institution actively solicit support, and he had no doubt but that Rs. 15,000 might be immediately raised for the 
purpose. He would not, however, come forward with a proposition to that effect at present, but merely propose an 
amendment as follows:- 


That it be referred to a section of the Provisional Committee, consisting of Messrs.Bell, W.P.Grant, and 
James Prinsep, to prepare to draft of a Trust Deed for the constitution of the society and to prepare the rates of 
subscription and admission. 


MR. PLOWDEN seconded the amendment. He declared that previous to entering the room he had 
entertained a very different opinion, but Mr. Clarke's eloquence had convinced him that the Library ought to be strictly 
a public one. 


MR.TURTON begged leave to say a few words on this part of the subject, for Mr. Clarke's eloquence had not 
satisfied him that he was wrong, and if he was not greatly mistaken Mr. Clarke had but recently entertained these 
opinions. But possibly Mr. Clarke's mental eloquence may have had the same effect on Mr. Clarke himself as his oral 
eloquence had had on Mr. Plowden. He, Mr. Turton, happened to have a different opinion and was not quite so 
sanguine of raising Rs.15,000 as Mr. Clarke, for he thought that the public, —- that he was sure he might place himself 
amongst the number, — did not like to advance their money in entire ignorance of the benefit to accrue from the gift. 
He for one would not countenance and object by giving his money to a crude undertaking, in which a committee who 
had been agitating the subject for two months were to come before a general meeting without a plan. In fact, he was not 
so willing, like his friend Mr. Plowden, as it was vulgarly said, to buy a pig in a poke. He was perfectly satisfied that the 
plan must precede the subscription, and that if the subject were referred to a committee of twenty-four, there would not 
be less than a dozen plans brought forward by as many members of the committee at the next general meeting. 


Considerable discussions followed, in which Mr. Clarke, Mr. W.P. Grant, Mr. Plowden, Mr. Greenlaw, and 
Mr. James Sutherland took part. At the suggestion of Mr Dobbs, the amendment was remodelled, and stood as we have 
given it above. Mr. Torrens spoke in favour of the amendment, and Mr. Leith opposed it. 
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MR. TURTON would use his right of having the last word by asking Mr. Greenlaw what he meant by saying 
that the Library would not be public one, for was it not as public when vested in proprietors and as when vested in the 
public? But was the latter the most desirable plan to be adopted? Let the meeting look to the Bombay theatre and to the 
Ochterlony Monument. As to the former, the public in 1783 determined to building a place of amusement at Bombay, 
and Government gave a piece of ground for the purpose. There were no proprietors , no one to look after the interests of 
the building. Time passed on, a large debt accumulated, and at last, when it was discovered that the building could 
neither be sold nor mortgaged, Government took it under their charge, and appropriated it for a public office. As to the 
Ochterlony Monument the evil of a want of proprietors was too apparent to require comment and in God's name, 
gentlemen, said Mr. Turton, if you desire to avoid a similar neglect, vest your Library in those who will not be 
inattentive to their own interests. The amendment was then put and negatived. 


MR.GRRENLAW then proposed another amendment, taking away the right of transfer from the proprietors, 
but this after some further discussion was withdrawn, Mr. Turton limiting that right to proprictors who should become 
so during the first twelve months. The original motion, thus amended, was then put from the chair and adopted by the 
meeting. 

The following resolutions were then put and carried without discussion:- 


Moved by Mr. Sutherland, seconded by Russicklall Mullick. 


Resolved— That the Annual Committee be at liberty to issue tickets to poor students and others for temporary 
admission to the Library under such regulations as they may think fit. 


Movedby Mr. Stocqueler, intheabsenceofSirC.D’Oyly, seconded by Dwarkanauth Tagore. 


Resolved— That the foregoing resolutions relating to entrance subscriptions and privileges be considered 
only as a general outline, subject to such modifications as may be recommended by the committee now 
appointed and adopted by a General Meeting to be called by the Committee. 


Moved by Mr. Holroyd, seconded by Baboo Russomoy Dutt. 

Resolved— That the Union Bank be the Treasurers to the Institution. 

Moved by Mr. H. Torrens, seconded by Captain D. L. Richardson. 

Resolved— That Mr. J.H.Stocqueler be requested to officiate as Honorary Secretary to the Institution. 
Moved by Mr. Sutherland, seconded by— 


Resolved— That the thanks of the Meeting be conveyed to Dr. Strong for his liberal offer of rooms in his 
house for the temporary use of the Library. 


MR. STOCQUELER then rose to move what he believed would really be the last resolution. Previous to 
doing so, however, he begged to say a few words for himself. He begged to return his best thanks to Mr. Torrens for 
proposing that he should fill the office of Secretary to the Provisional Committee, and to the meeting for the manner in 
which the proposal had been received. He only hoped that such assistance as he might be able to afford the Committee 
in the prosecution of their labors would not be found altogether unavailing. Much had been kindly said about his 
claims to the merits of having originated the proposition for the formation of a Public Library. He believed that he had 
No just claim to any such merit. Indeed it was a reproach to the city to say that such a scheme was original. The project, 
it appears, had been brought forward before and failed, and it was merely his, Mr. Stocqueler's, good fortune to have 
revived it at a time when society better understood its true interests, and when the rights of men were more readily 
recognized and better appreciated. He would now move that Sir J.P.Grant do leave the chair. 


Sir J.P.Grant in rising said, he could not vacate the chair without expressing how much the public were 


indebted to Mr. Stocqueler for his exertions. He was quite sure that without his energy and perseverance there would 
have been no meeting to-day. 
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Thanks were then unanimously voted, to the chair, and the meeting separated. 
(The Englishman quoted by the Calcutta Monthly Journal, October 1835, pp. 277-281). 


Document-4 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 


[119] At a numerous meeting at the Town Hall, on the 31" August, (1835) it was resolved to establish in 
Calcutta a public library of reference and circulation, that shall be open to all ranks and classes without distinction, and 
sufficiently extensive to supply the wants of the entire community in every department of literature. 


The first name on the list of subscribers is [120] that of Dwarkanath Tagore, for 500 rupees. The first donation 
of books was from Mr. William Thacker, who presented Cobbett's History of England and State Trials, in all twenty- 
nine volumes. 


Nearly 100 gentlemen have agreed to purchase proprietary interests at Rs. 300 each. (Asiatic Journal , vol. 19 
for January - April 1836, “Asiatic Intelligence - Calcutta” pp. 119-120. Source not indicated). 


Document-5 
MEETING OF THE GENERAL COMMITTEE (OF THE CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY) 


[281] The following Resolutions, passed at a Meeting of the General Committee, on the 3° September 
(1835), are published for general information: — 


1". Resolved— That Mr. William Carr, Mr. John Bell and Mr. James Kyd, do form themselves into a [282] 
Sub-Committee to consider whether the share of future Proprietors or Shareholders in the Public Library shall be 
transferable, and if so, upon what conditions, and also to settle the rates of entrance and subscription, as mentioned in 
the seventh Resolution of the General Meeting. 


2”. Resolved— That the following gentlemen do form a Sub-Committee to consider and report upon the 
description of books, necessary, in the first instance, to be procured, and the probable expense of the same, including 
Periodical Works, and to carry into effect the several matters contained in the Fourth Resolution of the General 
Meeting:- 


Six Edward Ryan Capt. D.L.Richardson 
Revd. James Charles Mr. T.Dickens 

Mr. James Prinsep Mr. W.P.Grant 

Mr. Woollaston Revd. Dr. St. Leger 


3”. Resolved— That the following gentlemen do form themselves into a Sub-Committee, to determine what 
place shall be engaged for the reception of the Library; for the purchase of Book Shelves and Furniture of every 
necessary description; and to apply, if necessary, for apartment in the Town Hall, or the centre apartments of the 
College; and likewise attend to all other matters mentioned in the Third Resolution of the General Meeting:- 


Sir J.P.Grant Mr. C.W.Smith 
Captain Thomson Russomoy Dutt 
Mr. R.Scott Thompson Mr. Wale Byrm 
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4". Resolved— That the property of the library be vested in Trustees for the benefit and use of shareholders, 
and that every person subscribing within the period of one twelve month from the 31“ August last, to the amount of 
three hundred rupees, to be paid in one payment, or in three payments of one hundred rupees each, -- one hundred- 
rupees being paid down, and the remaining instalments at intervals of six and twelve months, be considered a 
shareholder. 


5*. Resolved— That all payments on account of shares, or instalments of shares, be made to the Union Bank, 
to the credit of the four following gentlemen, as Provisional Trustees for the Calcutta Public Library:- 


Sir Edward Ryan Sir J.P.Grant 
Mr. C.W. Smith Colonel Dunlop 


6". Resolved— That the Secretary do circulate books for the reception of the names of persons desirous of 
becoming shareholders, inserting the foregoing Resolution in a fly leaf in each book. 


7". Resolved— That the Sub-Committee do communicate with each other, and also the Chairman, and with 
the Secretary who will call a General Meeting of the Committee, at four o'clock, P.M. on such days as the Chairman 
may determine upon. 


8". Resolved —That Sir Edward Ryan be permanent Chairman. 
9. Resolved— That the foregoing Resolution be published. 
(Signed) E. RYAN, Chairman. 


By order of the Committee 
J.H. STOCQUELER, Honorary Secretary. 
(The Englishman, quoted in the Calcutta Monthly Journal, October, 1835, pp. 281-282). 


Document-6 . 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 


It is proposed to establish a public library here, — the inconvenience of the want of which is severely felt, — 
to which all classes, whatever their creed, country or station in society, shall be equally admissible. The Editor of the 
Englishman, with whom, it is said this laudable proposition originates, has drawn up a prospectus of the library, and 
proposes to establish two rates of admission; viz., five and three rupees per month, with an entrance fee of two gold- 
mohurs to those individuals who subscribe at the former rate, in order to create a fund for the library in the beginning, 
granting them additional privileges to those allowed the subscribers at the latter rate. All who are favourably disposed 
towards the establishment of the library are requested to send their names to either the Editor of the Hurkaru_or 
Englishman, so that a public meeting may be called to arrange details as soon as a sufficient number of names shall 
appear on the list. (From the Calcutta Monthly Journal for October 1835, p.270) 


Document-7 
THE PUBLIC LIBRARY 


The public library gets on famously; a great many individuals have presented books to the institution and the 
subscriptions already amount to upwards of 31,000 rupees. 


THE METCALFE LIBRARY 


The Metcalfe Library— Subscriptions to the Metcalfe Library continue to be sent in, but far less zeal is 
evinced in its establishment than might have been expected from the attendance at the press meeting in January 
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last. (From the Calcutta Monthly Journal for September 1835, p.301. Both the above appeared under 
‘Miscellaneous News’). 


Document-8 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 


The subdivision of the Committee are actively proceeding with their labours. Two have sent in their 
reports to the General Committee, embracing every arrangement connected with the question of shares, the rates 
of subscription, &c. &c. The other Sub-Committee await a reply from government with reference to the College 
Library, and must, moreover, shape its proceedings in respect to the purchase of books by the result of the other 
Sub-Committee's enquiries, and by the adoption of their suggestions. 


It is stated that Government has liberally consented to transfer to the Public Library the works in the 
European Languages belonging to the library of the College of Fort William. 


The Libraries.— \t is said that the Library Building Committee have addressed or will shortly address the 
Committee of the Books on the subject of co-operation. (From the Calcutta Monthly Journal for November 1835, 
p.328, “Miscellaneous News”). 


Document-9 
[335] 
CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY MEETING 


Resolutions adopted at a general meeting held at the Town Hall on the 31" August, 1835. 


“That it is expedient and necessary to establish in Calcutta a Public Library of Reference and Circulation that 
shall be open to all ranks and classes without distinction and sufficiently extensive to supply the wants of the entire 
community in every department of literature.” 


“That a Provisional Committee be appointed to consider the best means of accomplishing the objects stated 
in the first Resolution— to frame a set of Rules and Regulations for the management and use of the Library, and the 
conduct generally of its affairs, and to report the same, together with their opinion, to a subsequent meeting to be called 
by public advertisement in the newspapers by the Committee as soon as they shall be prepared with the report.” 


The Provisional Committee appointed by the second foregoing resolutions, having considered the various 
matters referred to them, have in pursuance of the directions given by them, called together a public meeting at the 
Town Hall for Saturday the 31“ October (1835), at which meeting they will present the following: 


REPORT 


In answer to an application for the temporary use of apartments in the Town Hall, the Town Hall committee 
obligingly assigned a room to the library, but the situation of Dr. Strong’s house and the extent of the apartments which 
he has kindly consented to appropriate to the use of the Library, induce the Committee to recommend his offer be 
accepted. 


The Committee have obtained estimates of the probable cost of book-shelves and such other furniture as 
appear to them immediately necessary to be procured for the use of the Library, and they recommend, as the result of 
their enquiries, that the sum of Sicca Rs. ! 000 be applied to these purposes. In the meanwhile the Secretary has kindly 
offered the use of his own bookshelves, of which the Committee have gladly availed themselves. 
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The subject of the Establishment necessary for doing the duties and taking charge of the books and other 
things enumerated in the 3" resolution of the public meeting, has engaged the particular attention of the Committee, 
and they recommend that a Librarian be appointed on such a salary as will secure the continual and exclusive services 
of a competent person: and they have ascertained by enquiry that such a person would cheerfully undertake these 
duties fora salary of Rs. 200 by the month. 


The Committee recommend also that, for the purpose of insuring attendance at the Library from an early 
hour in the morning until a late hour at night, two Under-Librarians be appointed: and they think it would be 
satisfactory to those who will resort to the Library if one were an East Indian and the other a Hindoo. The Committee 
are satisfied that highly respectable and well qualified young men of these classes will readily give their services for 
Rs 50 each by the month. 


The Committee recommend that the rest of the establishment should consist of 


ASircaratRs.... ... 16 by the month. 
Two Dhuftries... ... 12 by the month. 
A Bearer, orn ....5 by the month. 
APeon, ass ...5 by the month. 
ADurwan,... aes 

Rs. 43 


making a total for the establishment of servants, including Librarians, Rs. 343 monthly. 


The Committee, in the month of September, applied to Government to allow under such rules as it might 
approve of, the Subscribers to the Public Library to enjoy the use of the books belonging to Fort William College; 
understanding that a large part of these consists of Oriental works which the Asiatic Society are desirous of procuring, 
and are likely to apply for, the Committee restricted their application to those books which do not relate to the 
particular objects of that Society's care; and they have received a communication from the Secretary to Government, 
announcing generally that Government is disposed to comply with their application and to place, under the care of a 
Committee, the works in European Languages belonging to the College Library. 


Regarding any reservation which Government may think it right to make of works required for the public 
service and regarding the rule under which the use of the books will be allowed, the Committee are informed that a 
further communication will be made. 


The printed catalogue of these books gives a list of 1,912 works; of these 190, at most, may be deemed to come 
under the description of those which the Asiatic Society may lay claim to, leaving 1,722 works of which the 
subscribers to the Calcutta Public Library are likely to enjoy the use. The Public Library had also at the time the list was 
sent to the Committee, received donations of 397 works comprising 1,356 volumes and about 150 volumes have been 
received since. Taking the proportion of volumes to works given by the books presented to the Library, and applying it 
to the 1,772 works lent it by Government, the collection of books at starting would consist of about 5,000 volumes 
from Government, 1,500 volumes of donations; together 6,500 volumes, which the Committee have reason to believe 
is a large number than is to be found in the Cape Library. 


However, a very large proportion, perhaps five-sixths, of the Cape Library consists of works published in 
the present century. In all works of this modem date, the Library of which the subscribers may now have the use is very 
deficient, as it is also in older works in the particular departments of 


Poetry and the Drama Biography 

Prose Works of Imagination Politics 
Miscellaneous Works Jurisprudence 
History Science and the Arts. 


There is a very good foundation of a Library in the department of Works of Philosophers, and Philology, that 
is Grammars and Dictionaries, a fair foundation of Classic and Italian works, hardly any French, and no German. 
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The Committee in giving the result of their investigation of the books available as a nucleus of a Public 
Library, have no wish to depreciate the value of these books; on the contrary they wish to state it as their opinion that 
few collections of the same extent would be found to contain so many useful books, and so few which any makers of a 
Library would be disposed to reject, as that belonging to Fort William College. But they think it right to point out the 
deficiencies which occur to them; not in any hope that sufficient funds can be obtained at once to supply them all, but to 
shew that, in addition to the important assistance already afforded by public and private liberality, a large sum of 
money, and great attention in laying it out are necessary in order “to provide a library sufficiently extensive to supply 
the wants of the entire community of Calcutta in every department of literature.” 


The Committee are of opinion that a sum of not less than Rs. 20,000 should be placed at the disposal of a 
Committee, for the purpose of purchasing such standard works as they may think advisable, in addition to those now 
available to the Subscribers, in order to supply the deficiencies, herein before mentioned, in those departments of 
literature which are most likely to be appreciated by the Subscribers generally. 


In addition to this sum Rs. 1,000 are recommended to be laid out in book-cases and furniture. 


And your Committee recommend that Rs.9,000 more be placed at the disposal of a Committee for the 
purpose of procuring in the first place one set of the most approved periodical publications which shall not be allowed 
to circulate among the Subscribers, and of laying out, at their discretion, the balance in purchase of periodical and 
other popular literature for circulation. 


The Committee are of opinion that the above sums, amounting together to Rs. 30,000, are necessary to be 
provided in the first instance, to cover the expenses [336] attendant on forming such a Library as the public Meeting of 
the 31" August appear to have contemplated: and, with this sum judiciously laid out, they think a Library might be 
formed so generally useful as to ensure a large number of monthly Subscribers, and enable the Committee on whom 
the management might devolve, to lay out a large portion of the periodical receipt in the purchase of new and popular 
works. 


With regard to the means of procuring books in Calcutta there appear to be occasional opportunities here of 
purchasing valuable and useful standard works, and the Committee think it would be useful to keep a part of the 
Library funds so as to be available for such opportunities when they occur. But the Committee are of opinion that ina 
Public Library the procuring quickly, at the fair market rate, of works which are found wanting, should be more 
attended to than waiting for casual opportunities of supplying desiderata at a lower rate. And they are also of opinion 
that the best library will be formed at the least cost, when scrupulous attention is paid to the choice of books purchased 
and ordinary prudence employed in buying them. 


The number of subscribers of Rs. 300 each who have already come forward is 55, and about Rs. 500 more has 
been subscribed in donations making in all a capital of Rs. 17,000. 


The Committee have thought it right, in this state of the funds, which prevents the plan they have suggested 
from being immediately acted upon to call a public meeting and lay before them their views upon the subject, before 
proceeding to consider that part of the matters referred to them which regard the formations of rules for the use of the 
Library. If the meeting should be of opinion that the projected institution should be set on foot, the committee 
- recommend that the management of the Library be committed to a small committee of gentlemen, who should be 
desired to frame such rules for the use of the books in the first instance as they think advisable, and that stated annual 
meeting of subscribers be appointed at some convenient time of year, the first of which might take place at no distant 
period, when the rules might be approved of or altered as may seem best to the subscribers generally. The Committee 
beg also to suggest that the rules of the Cape Library afford an easy means of framing these rules, such attention being 
paid to such modifications as the different circumstances of this place require. 


The Committee recommend that the payment of 300 Rs. in one payment or in three payments of 100 Rs. 


261 


ORIGIN OF THE NATIONAL LIBRARY OF INDIA 


each, 100 Rs., being paid down and the remaining 200 Rs. in two equal instalments, at 6 and 12 months, shall constitute 
parties, proprietors of the Library, and entitle them to all the privileges of I“ class subscribers. 


That 1" class subscribers pay an entrance fee of 20 Rs. anda subscription of 6 Rs. for every month subsequent 
to the first. 


That 2™ class subscribers pay an entrance fee of 16 Rs. and a subscription of 4 Rs. for every month 
subsequent to the first. 


That any subscriber be at liberty at any time to become a proprietor upon making up his contributions to the 
sum of Rs. 300 with interest at the rate of 10 per cent per annum from the time of his commencing his subscription. 


That subscription be collected in advance from the 1" and 2™ class of subscribers monthly, and from the 3“ 
class quarterly. 


That subscribers who choose to pay a year's subscription in advance, be allowed a deduction of 10 per cent, 
on such advance. 


That no subscriber failing for one month to pay his subscription shall be allowed to make use of the Library, 
until he receive permission to do so from the Committee of Management. 


That subscriptions be not received for broken parts of a month, and that they be held to run as from the 1" of 
the month in which they are enrolled. 


That proprietors shall not have more than ten shares each. 


That all shares be transferable on payment by the purchaser of a fine of Rs. 100 per each share transferred, 
and this share whether he be already a proprietor or not. 


That persons who have not paid up the full amount which entitles them to a share be not allowed to transfer 
such anticipated share. 


That subscribers quitting Calcutta without communicating in writing to the managing Committee their 
intention, be required to pay their subscriptions until such intention is so communicated by them; and, failing so to pay, 
shall cease to be subscribers, and shall not be re-admitted without special reference to the Committee. 


That proprietors who leave India without due notice to the managing Committee and who do not retum 
within eighteen months, from the time of their departure, shall at the expiry of such eighteen months, forfeit all claim 
to any share or shares they may hold, and such share or shares shall revert to the Library: and that proprietors who leave 
India with such notice to the managing Committee, and who do not return within five years from the time of their 
departure, shall at the expiry of such five years, in like manner, forfeit all claim to any share or shares, and such share or 
Shares shall revert to the Library. 


That proprietors and subscribers be convened annually for the examination of accounts and for general 
business. 


That accounts be made up yearly, and be audited and approved by the managing Committee and submitted to 
the yearly meeting of proprietors and subscribers. 


That upon all pecuniary questions each share shall have one vote, on all other matters each proprietor to have 
only one vote. 


That the Committee of Management have power to issue to poor students and others tickets of admission to 
the Library, for such periods as may be thought advisable, such tickets not to be transferable. 
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RESOLUTIONS 
Adopted at the Library meeting on the 7” of Nov. (1835). 
Moved by Dr. Jackson, seconded by Mr. Gordon, and carried nem. con. 


Resolved 1*:— That it is the opinion of this meeting, that the support already afforded to the scheme is sufficient to 
enable a Public Library to be established in Calcutta upon the principles embodied in the Resolutions of the meeting of 
the 31" August last. 


Moved by Mr. W.P.Grant, seconded by Col. Dunlop and carried nem. con. 


Resolved 2” :— That it be an instruction to the Committee to engage only one Under Librarian in the first instance, at 
such salary as they can procure a competent person for , with power to engage another when it appears to them 
necessary. 


Moved by Mr. Holroyd, seconded by Mr. Leith, and carried nem. con. 


Resolved 3” :— That the recommendations contained in the report of the provisional Committee now read, with the 
above amendment, be adopted by this meeting. 


Moved by Colonel Dunlop, seconded by Dr. Jackson, and carried nem. con 


Resolved 4" :— That the management of the Library be entrusted to seven Curators to be chosen by the Proprietors, 
and first class subscribers of one year’s standing at an annual meeting in the month of February in each year, to be 
called by advertisement by the Curators for the time being. 


Moved by Colonel! Beatson, seconded by Mr. Turton, and carried nem. con. 


Resolved 5":— That the Curators be requested to frame such rules for the collection, and circulation of books and [337] 
in the management of the Library, as in their discretion shall seem fit, to establish such a Library upon the principles 
agreed on by this meeting, and to publish the rules as soon as may be for general information previous to the general 
meeting in February next; that they be also empowered to appoint a Librarian and such other establishment as may be 
necessary to open the Library if practicable, on the 1° December. 


Moved by Mr. Pattle, seconded by Mr. Grant, and carried as a distinct Resolution. 


Resolved 6°:- That no resolution of the Curators disposing of the Funds of the Society exceeding in amount one 
thousand rupees, be carried into effect until the accounts shall have been on the table for the space of one week. 


Moved by Mr. Leith, seconded by Mr. Turton, and carried nem. con. 


Resolved 7”:— That the proceedings of the Curators shall be entered in a book, which shall always be on the table of 
the Library for the inspection of Proprietors and Subscribers. 


Moved by Mr. Turton, seconded by Mr. Kyd, and carried nem. con. 


Resolved 8”:— That the present Rules be considered the Fundamental Rules of the Institution and that they can only 
be altered at the General Annual Meetings, or at a special meeting called for that purpose by Public advertisement in 
some one or more of the daily newspapers in Calcutta, with not less than seven days notice, and in which shall be 
expressed the object of the proposed alterations. 


Moved by Mr. Turton, seconded by Mr. W.P.Grant, and carried nem. con. 
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Resolved 9” :—~ That it shall be open to the Curators to call a Special Meeting at any time that they may think fit, giving 
such notice as provided in the last resolution and that they shall be bound to call such meeting to be held within one 
month from the receipt of a requisition signed by any five proprietors, or any ten proprietors and subscribers of the 1“ 
class of one year's standing, expressing the object for which the requisitionists desire such meeting— and if notice of 
such meeting shall not be given by such Curators within one fortnight of the receipt of such requisition, any three 
proprietors may call the same, giving not less than seven days' notice thereof. 


Moved by Dr. Marshman, seconded by Col. Dunlop, and carried unanimously. 


Resolved 10":— That the following gentlemen be requested to accept the office of Curators, until the first general 
meeting: 


Sir Edward Ryan, W.P.Grant, Esq. 
Charles Cameron, Esq., J.C. Marshman, Esq. 
T. Dickens, Esq., and 

H.M. Parker, Esq., J.R. Colvin, Esq. 


Moved by Mr. W.P. Grant, seconded by Mr. G.T.F. Speed, and carried nem. con. 


Resolved 11°:— That J.H.Stocqueler, Esq. be requested to act as Honorary Secretary to the institution until the next 
general meeting. 


Moved by Mr. Pote, seconded by Mr. Sinaes, and carried unanimously. 


Resolved 12*:— That the thanks of this meeting be offered through the Curators to the Honorable the Governor of 
Bengal, for the liberal transfer of the College Library to this institution. 


Moved by Mr. Sinaes, seconded by Mr. Pote, and carried unanimously. 


Resolved 13:— That the thanks of this meeting be given to those private individuals who have, by donations of books 
or otherwise, contributed so liberally to advance the interests of the Library. 


Moved by Lieutenant Colonel Beatson, seconded by Mr. Leith, and carried unanimously. 


Resolved 1 4":— That the thanks of this meeting be offered to the provisional Committee for the pains they have taken 
and the ability and judgment they have shown in framing their report and drawing up the original plan for establishing 
the Public Library. ( Hurkaru quoted in the Calcutta Monthly Journal, December, 1835, pp. 335-337). 


CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY 


The Public Library— The number of Proprietors of the Library is rapidly increasing. Mr. Hough has been 
appointed temporary Librarian, and a permanent one will be appointed as soon as circumstances justify such an 
application of funds. (Calcutta monthly journal, December 1835, p.371. Miscellaneous news) 
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PUBLIC LIBRARY 


The Englishman of the 9" December (1835), intimates that some impediments exist to the immediate 
conclusion of the arrangement with Government regarding the Public Library, which the Curators are endeavouring to 
overcome. The Government require the Curators to enter into an engagement of a particular nature as a condition to the 
transfer of the College books, which the Curators do not feel at liberty to agree to. The Curators have adopted measures 
for procuring from England duplicates and triplicate copies of all the popular periodicals; and Pereechund, an 
intelligent Hindu youth, educated at the Hindu College, has been appointed assistant Librarian. (Calcutta Monthly 
Journal for January 1836, p. 18). 


1836 


PUBLIC LIBRARY 


The Public Library seems to progress very slowly. About seventy names have been subscribed but only 
3,500 rupees have hitherto been realized. The Government, however, have transferred the College books to the 
Library, and many volumes have been presented by individuals. Mr. Stacy has been appointed Librarian on a salary of 
one hundred rupees per month, and book-shelves are about to be provided at a cost of 1,500, which, with other 
contingent expenses for furnishing a reading-room, &c., will absorb the whole assets in hand. An opinion prevails, that 
the connection of the Honorary Secretary (Mr. Stocqueler) with the Library tends to mar its success, by preventing 
many hostile to him from subscribing to the institution. He has subsequently resigned. (Calcutta Monthly Journal, 
January 1836, pp. 48-49). 


(THE CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY) 


The Calcutta Courier (date not given— January16, 1836?) on the subject of the Public Library, observes: 
“We are afraid about the accomplishment of the one thing still wanting, the filling up the requisite number ofa hundred 
proprietors. We hear that more than twenty are still wanting, that is more than 6,000 of the requisite 30,000 rupees are 
still to seek. We fear they will not easily be found, for the last twenty names have been slowly collected, in six or seven 
weeks; and every body, conversant with subscription lists knows, that, as the list fills, the difficulty of enlarging it 
increases in a geometrical ratio”. (Quoted by the Asiatic Journal, vol. 20, May-August, 1836, p. 75, Asiatic 
Intelligence— Calcutta). 


Document-10 
THE PUBLIC LIBRARY 


The Curators of the Public library have received from the College of Fort Willium the whole of the books, 
5,000 volumes, granted by Government for the use of the Library. No delay will now take place in opening the Library. 


Mr. Stocqueler has resigned the Honorary Secretaryship to the Library. The affairs of the institution, it is 
said, are going on very satisfactorily, and that there will be eleven thousand rupees available for the purchase of books 
after paying all expenses, when the next instalment is collected. (Calcutta Monthly Journal for March 1836, p. 92). 


265 


ORIGIN OF THE NATIONAL LIBRARY OF INDIA 


Document-11 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 
{99} 
Proceedings of the General Meeting of Proprietors and Subscribers of the 
Calcutta Public Library, held at the Library Rooms, & March, 1836. 


The Hon. Sir J.Peter Grant in the chair. 


PRESENT :— The Hon.Sir E.Ryan, C-Cameron,Esq., Rev. J.Marshman, W.P.Grant, Esq., J.R.Colvin,Esq., 
J.H.Stocqueler,Esq., H.M.Parker,Esq., T.Dickens,Esq., Baboos Russomoy Dutt and Prosono Coomar Tagore, J.T. 
Pearson, Esq., Col. Beatson, Col. Dunlop, G.T. Speed, Esq., and others. 


Report of the Curators of the Calcutta Public Library to the Proprietors and Subscribers thereof. 


The Curators have pleasure in informing the proprietors and subscribers of the Calcutta Public Library, that 
the use of the Fort Willium College books have been made over to them by the Governor of Bengal under the folowing 
conditions, viz. 


1". That the Society shall provide a place and establishment fitting for the reception, care and preservation of the 
books lent them by Government, and if at any time for want of funds or any other cause the Society shall neglect or be 
unable to do so, that they will redeliver the books to any person whom the Governor of Bengal may depute to receive 
them. 


7 gl That the assignment shall be subject to the approbation of the Hon'ble the Court of Directors, and the books 
be reclaimable by the Government if this approbation be disapproved by that authority. 


3", That they shall at all times be open to the examination of any person the Governor of Bengal may depute to 
examine them, in order to see that the books are preserved with due care. 


Upon signing these conditions the Curators got permission to take away the books and they then thought it 
necessary to appoint 3 person in whom they might have confidence for the purpose of the taking charge of the books 
from the gentleman entrusted with the care of them by Government, and of carefully comparing the books delivered 
with the lists, which the Curators will be called on to acknowledge the correctness of. It became also necessary to 
arrange the books of which your library consists, and this not only in such a catalogue as might be of easy and useful 
reference, but also to arrange the books themselves in a manner consistent with convenience and economy both of 
space and funds. 


These matters have necessarily taken up much time , but they appeared to the Curators of such importance as 
to warrant all the attention which has been paid to them ; and they have satisfaction in announcing that the catalogue 
raisonne of all the works in the Library is prepared and ready for printing, and that all the arrangements which appeared 
to them necessary to be made before opening the Library, will be completed by the day on which they have called a 
general meeting of the proprietors and subscribers. 


The Curators, after a careful consideration of the merits of the different candidates who presented 
themselves, have appointed Mr. Stacy to the office of Librarian. They have also appointed Peery Chund Mitter to the 
office of Sub-Librarian. Considering all that was spent upon the establishment until the Library was opened as 
diminishing the very small capital upon which the Library depends, they have endeavoured to keep these expenses as 
low as a due attention to the work to be done would allow, and though they did not think it right to avail themselves of 
Mr. Stacy's liberal offer to do gratuitously all the laborious work preparatory to opening the Library, they were glad to 
be able to secure his services, for the purpose at 100 rupees pet month, or half the salary which it has been thought right 
to affix to the situation which he holds. 
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Annexed to this report is a statement of the money paid and received on account of the institution up to the 7° 
of March, 1836. In addition to the information to be found in this document, the Curators have to observe that 


The total expenses of book-shelves will amount to.... Rs. 1,100.0.0 
Of other furniture to 450,0.0 
Together 1,550.0.0 
Of which has been paid 1,000. 0.0 
(Being all which they entitled to lay out) leaving a balance of... 5000.0 


which they have to ask your permission to devote to the above purpose. The total amount subscribed for is 


Proprietor’s Shares of Sa. R. 300 each, 


of which already paid & 6,887.0. 1 

Donations os fe 200. 1.0 

Subscriptions fe Pa 4.12. 
7,121.13.1 


Some of the proprietors have paid up their whole shares, and the actual sum available, supposing all 
outstandings to be collected, is Rs. 7,500, which the Curators think too small a sum to meet the expenses which it is 
desirable to incur immediately. ; 


They therefore submit that you should come to resolution calling upon the proprietors to pay their 2“ 
instalment forthwith; if this be done, there would be immediately available for the purpose of the Library Sa. Rs. 
14,200. 


The Curators have taken into consideration the matters referred to them by the 5” resolution of the meeting of 
31" October last, and with regard to that part of it which refers to them, the framing of rules for collecting books, they 
are of opinion that it would be premature now to frame such rules. They have thought it more useful to the institution to 
prepare a catalogue raisonne of all the works at present comprised in the Library, by reference to the different 
departments of which the deficiencies of the collection can accurately be known; and the Curators having undertaken 
to prepare lists of useful works in those departments of knowledge with which they have respectively some 
acquaintance, they believe that from those lists compared with the present catalogue when printed, a general list may 
easily be made by reference to which advantage may be taken of all opportunities for acquiring books. 


With regard to the other matter referred to them in the above resolution, viz., the framing of rules for the 
circulation of the books: 


Proposed Rules for the Circulation of Books of the 
Calcutta Public Library among the Proprietors and Subscribers. 


Rule I":— None of the books belonging to Fort William College Library shall be allowed to circulate without special 
leave obtained from the Curators. 


Rule 2":—- The Curators shall have power to withdraw from circulation, and also to prohibit without special leave 
obtained from them, the circulation of any book in their discretion. 


Rule 3“:— All other books in the Library shall be allowed to circulate among proprietors and 1“ and 2™ class 
subscribers. 


Rule 4°:— No book shall be allowed to circulate until it shall have remained in the Library one week from the date of 
receipt, except novels, tales and periodicals intended for circulation. These may be put into circulation 
after two days from the date of receipt. 

{100} 

Rule 5*:—— No person shall be entitled to take books out of the Library who has not deposited a sum of rupees to be 
applicable to the discharge of claims against him on behalf of the Library. 


267 


ORIGIN OF THE NATIONAL LIBRARY OF INDIA 


Rule 6”:— No person shall be entitled to take any books out of the Library until he shall have discharged all claims 
against him on behalf of the Library. 


Rule 7*:-— No deposit shall be returnable except under an order in writing of the Curators. 


Rule 8”:— The Library shall be daily open ( Sundays and the space of days immediately preceding the Annual Meeting 
of the Proprietors and subscribers in each year, only excepted) from—A.M. to— P.M. 


Rule 9*:— Any proprietor or 1“ or 2™ class subscriber shall be entitled to have delivered to him on his written order 
books from the Library if he provide a suitable bag or box for the secure conveyance of such books. 


Rule10":—No person shall be entitled to have out of the library at any time more than one set of works and one 
periodical without special leave of the Curators. 


Rule !":—Any works comprised in one volume and in general the works of any one author or set of authors published 
together shall be accounted a set of works, provided that in voluminous works the Curators shall have 
power in their discretion to limit the number of volumes which shall be taken out at any one time. 


Rule12*:—All_ works as received shall be entered in the Library Catalogue, and the titles thereof shall be 
conspicuously notified in the Public Room. 


Rule] 3":—All new works shall also as received be entered in a book to be entitled a privilege-book, and such works 
shall be issuable to proprietors and subscribers who put their names under the respective entries according 
to the order in which they put down their respective names, provided that proprietors and 1“ class 
subscribers who put down their names within a month of the date of the receipt of such new works shall be 
allowed to take out such new works before any 2™ class subscriber. 


Rule! 4":—The person next in succession for such new works who does not apply for it one day after it has been 
retumed to the Library shall be considered as having lost his turn and the first applicant on the list after him 
shall then be entitled to take out works. 


Rule15*:—-Any person taking out books shall be entitled to keep them for the following periods exclusive of the day of 


delivery, viz. 
Periodicals for 2 days. 
New Works, vol. 8vo. 2 days. 
woneeoncnn ene --vol. 4to. 1 week. 
ane nenerenece: -- vol. folio. 2 weeks. 


Any person shall be entitled to keep other works for double the above times, or until one day after he has 
received notice on the part of the Curators to return them. 


Rule16":—Any proprietor or subscriber taking away books without giving notice to the Librarian shall pay a fine of 5 
rupees each volume for every day the same is kept out of the Library. 


Rule17*:—Any person not returning any book within the times limited by the Library rules, shall pay a fine to be 
determined by the Curators not exceeding one rupee per volume for each day of such undue detention. 


Rule18*:—Any book found on return to the Library damaged shall be withdrawn from circulation until examined by 
the Curators, and the particular imperfection shall be notified in a conspicuous part of the book before it is 
re-issuable and the person in whose custody such book was when such damage occurred, shall be 
answerable to the Curators for such sum as they may determine to be necessary to repair the same. 
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Rule 9":—When any fine has been incurred by a person who has taken out books, notice thereof shall be given to him 
by the Librarian, and if not paid the fine shall be deducted from his deposit and no books be issued to him 
until his deposit be completed. 


The report of the Curators being read, it was proposed by Col. Beatson, and seconded by Col. Dunlop- 


“That the appointments of a Librarian and Sub-Librarian which have been made by the Curators, be 
confirmed, and that the expenditure which has been incurred for book-shelves and library furniture, be sanctioned. 
Carried unanimously.” 


Moved by Col. Dunlop, and seconded by Baboo Russomoy Dutt— 


“That the proprietors be requested to pay up their second instalment for the purposes mentioned in the 
report of the Curators. Carried unanimously.” 


Moved by Sir E.Ryan, and seconded by H.M.Parker Esq.— 


“That it be recommended to the Curators to lay out the sum of Sicca Rupees 61,000 in the purchase of 
popular and entertaining works, including periodicals, from time to time, as the funds received shall allow. Carried 
unanimously.” 


Moved by Colonel Beatson, and seconded by Dr. Marshman— 


“That the late Curators be requested to prepare the list of valuable books which they consider wanting in 
order to complete this Library to what it ought to be, with a view to their being procured when it may be practicable, 
with reference to the state of the funds. Carried unanimously.” 


Moved by W.P.Grant, Esq., and seconded by Dr. Marshman— 
“That the catalogue prepared by the Curators be printed forthwith. Carried unanimously.” 
Moved by ............... , and seconded by ................ 


“That Doctor Strong be made an Honorary Member of the Society with all the privileges of a proprietor. 
Carried unanimously.” 


Moved by Dr. Marshman, and seconded by Colone! Beatson— 


“That the following gentlemen be elected as Curators for the ensuing year. 


Dr. Strong W.P.Grant, Esq. 
J.Kyd, Esq. Dr. Marshman 
Baboo Russomoy Dutt C.E. Trevelyan, Esq. 
Col.Dunlop 


Ammendment moved by Sir E.Ryan and seconded by Mr. Dickens— 
“ That the number of Curators be reduced to three. Carried by a majority”. 
Moved by Sir E.Ryan, and seconded by Mr.Cameron— 


“That W.P.Grant, Esq., Col. Dunlop, and J.Kyd, Esq. be elected as Curators for the ensuing year. Carried 
unanimously.” 


After which the following amendments were made in the printed Rules, viz. 
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Rule5 -— No person shall be entitled to take books out of the library who have not deposited the following sums, 112 
Proprietors and 1 ‘class subscribers 20 Rs , 2 “class subscribers 10 Rs Such sums to be applicable to the discharge of 
all claims against him on behalf of the Library 


Rule8 — The Library shall be daily open ( Sundays and the space of seven days immediately preceding the Annual 
Meeting of the Proprietors and subscribers in each year, only excepted) from9A M tll6PM 


Rule!0 —No propnetors or 1“ class subscribers shall be entitled to have out of the Library at any time more than one 
set of works and one periodical, nor any 2™ class subscriber more than one set of works and one pertodical without 
special leave of the Curators 


{101]Rufe/5 —Any person taking out books shall be entitled to keep them for the following periods exclusive of the 
day of delivery 


Periodicals Monthly 2 days 
Quarterly 4days 
New works vol 8vo 2 days 
wreen nance nne= vol 4to 1 week 
mene nennenne nee vol folto 2 weeks 


Rule16 — Any proprietor or subscriber taking away books without giving notice to the Librartan shall pay a fine of 10 
rupees for each volume so taken 


After which the following rule was added - 


Rule20 — That the printed catalogues be sold to proprietors, subscribers, and others, at the price of one rupee per 
copy (Bengal Hur haru quoted in The Calcutta Monthly Journal Third senses, vol II, for April 1836, pp 99-101) 


Document-12 


THE PUBLIC LIBRARY 


The Public Library, 1t 1s said, 15 getting on very well, subscribers now begin to draw in and several hundred 
works, chiefly recently published good novels, have been purchased a catalogue of the books 1s in course of 
preparation (Calcutta Monthlv Journal for April 1836, p 146) 


Document-13 

The Public Library— The Library subscription list 1s now on the increase There are fourteen |" class 
subscribers, five subscribers of the 2™ class and two of the 3" class The Library 1s to be open from sunrise to sunset 
every day for the future, Sundays excepted (Calcutta Monthly Journal for June 1836, p 242) 


Document-14 

Metcalfe Library— A meeting of the Metcalfe Library Committee took place on the 2™ July for the purpose 
of considering what should be done with the money subscribed for the erection of the hbrary (Calcutta Monthly 
Journal for August 1836, p 354) 
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Proceedings of a Meeting of the Proprietors and Subscribers of the Calcutta Public Library, 
Held at the Library Rooms, on the 6" August, 1836 


Lieutenant Colonel Beatson in the Char. 
1 Proposed by Dr Pearson and seconded by Dr Jackson, that Colonel Beatson be appointed a Curator in the 
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room of Colonel Dunlop, who fy about to leave the presidency. Carried unanimously. 

2. Proposed by Mr. W.P.Grant and seconded by Colonel Dunlop, that with the view of accommodating 
strangers or temporary residents, who wish to avail themselves of the Library— 1“ class Subscribers be allowed to pay 
eight rupees a month and no entrance, and 2™ class Subscribers six rupees and no entrance, or to pay the present rates 
with entrance at their option. Carried unanimously. 


3. Proposed by Colonel Dunlop and seconded by Mr. Gardiner, that in consequence of the monthly 
subscription falling short of the monthly expenses of the Establishment by the sum of 78 rupees, it be earnestly 
recommended, by the Proprietors now present to those who are absent, that the Proprietors should subscribe the sum of 
four rupees each by the quarter, until the monthly subscriptions equal to expenditure. Carried unanimously. 


4. Proposed by Mr. Gardiner and seconded by Captain Taylor, that in consequence of the rule regarding a 
deposit having been found inconvenient, it be in abeyance till the General Mecting in February next. To this an 
amendment was proposed by Mr. W.P.Grant and seconded by Mr. Oehme, that Mr. Gardiner's resolution be advertised 
in the newspapers, and a Special Meeting called for this day fortnight to consider it. The amendment being put to the 
vote was rejected and Mr. Gardiner's proposition was afterwards carried by a majority of votes —— W.S.Beatson, 
Chairman. (Harkaru quoted in the Ca/cutta Monthly Journal for September 1836, p.370.) 


Document-16 


THE METCALFE LIBRARY 


It has been somewhat erroneously given out, that the Metcalfe Library Committee had been offered a piece 
of land for their building in Tank-Square, of the north side of the green. The answer they have received from 
Government is merely a request that they will first furnish a plan of the building they propose to erect. (Calcatta 
Monthly Journal for September 1836, p. 403). 


Document-17 
Metcalfe Library — Government have sanctioned the grant of a piece of ground in Tank Square for the 


erection of the Metcalfe Free Press Library, upon condition that the building shall not exceed one story in height. 
(Calcutta Monthly Journal for November 1836, p. 542). 


Public Library— The Public Library gets on very well, and has had its subscription list recently augmented. 
It has been decided that the books of the library shall be transferred to the Metcalfe Library building, which is to be 
erected in Tank Square. (Ca/cutta Monthly Journal for November 1836, p. 542). 
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At a meeting of the Proprietors and subscribers of the Calcutta Public Library, on the 8" November 
1836,—T.Dickens, Esq., in the chair. The following resolutions were carried unanimously:— On the motion of Mr. 
Leith, seconded by Mr. Richmond— That J.Bell Esq., be elected a Curator in the room of the late James Kyd, Esq. 


On the motion of Mr. J.P.Garnt, seconded by Mr. Leith — That in consequence of the increased subscriptions 
the demand upon the Proprietors for the next quarter be reduced to Three Company's rupees. 


Since the last Meeting on the 6" August, fifteen new Subscribers have joined the institution and two 3” class 
Subscribers have transferred their names to the 2™ class. Eight Subscribers have withdrawn, four of whom have left or 
are on the point of leaving Calcutta. (Hurkaru quoted in the Calcutta Monthly Journal for December 1836, p. 571). 
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1837 
THE PUBLIC LIBRARY MEETING 


Document-19 


Proceedings of the Annual Meeting of the Proprietors and Subscribers of the Calcutta Public Library, held 
on the 18” January, 1837, at the Library Rooms. 


Honorable Sir J.P.Grant in the chair. 
The report of the Curators being read, was unanimously approved. 


Proposed by Mr. Leith, and seconded by Mr. M.M. Manuk, that the present Curators be retained for the next 
year, and the Curators assenting to the proposition, the resolution unanimously carried. 


Mr. M.M.Manuk, anxious to serve the interests of the Library, proposes to place one thousand rupees at the 
disposal of the Curators to be laid out in such manner as they think best. 


Proposed by Mr. W.P.Garnt, and seconded by Mr. Leith, that Mr. Manuk's handsome offer be accepted, and 
that the thanks of the Meeting be given to him. Unanimously carried. 


Proposed by Mr. Walker, and seconded by Col. Beatson, that Mr. Manuk's liberal offer of 1000 Rs. be 
invested in Public Securities, and that it be recommended to the Proprietors, and those interested in the success of the 
Library to contribute to the augmentation of a Fund to be so secured, the interest only to be applied to the support of the 
Library; the principal sum not to be sold out or otherwise disposed of, without the approbation of a General Meeting of 
the Proprietors and Subscribers. Unanimously carried. 


Proposed by Mr Jackson, and seconded by Mr. Earle, that the Establishment be continued on its present scale. 
Unanimously carried . 


Proposed by Col. Beatson, and seconded by Mr.J.Stocqueler, that persons wishing to become Proprietors be 
admitted upto the 15" May next, at the original rate of 300 Rupees under the terms of the Rule 9”. Unanimously carried. 


Proposed by Col. Beatson, and seconded by Mr.R. Walker, that the third instalment be called for from the 
Proprietors. Unanimously carried. 


Proposed by Mr. W.P.Grant, and seconded by Mr.T.Dickens, that the thanks of the Meeting be given to Dr. 
Strong for his liberality and public spirit in continuing to the Library the gratuitous use of the apartments. 
Unanimously carried. 


Proposed by Mr.T. Dickens, and seconded by Mr.A.Robertson, that there may be a Meeting of the 
Proprietors and subscribers heid on the first Saturday every month at 4 P.M. at which the Curators be requested to 
attend and report the progress of the Institution, and receive such suggestions and propositions as may be made by any 
Proprietor or Subscriber, provided the same shall not be contrary to the rules of the Library. Unanimously carried. 


Proposed by Mr. Manuk, and seconded by Mr.Leith, that the report and resolutions be printed in the 
Hurkaru, Englishman and Courier newspapers. Unanimously carried. 


Proposed by Mr. Allan, and seconded by Baboo Cossinauth Bose, that the thanks of the Meeting be given to 
the former Curators for the zealous manner in which they have performed their offices during the past year. 
Unanimously carried. 


Proposed by Col. Beatson, and seconded by Mr.Dickens, that the thanks of the Meeting be given to Sir 


J.P.Grant for the kind manner in which he has presided in the Chair and the general interest he has taken in the Library. 
Unanimously carried. 
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Since the opening of the Library there have been 54 Subscribers. Sixteen have withdrawn. of whom nine 
were temporary residents and one is dead. There are twenty-two first class Subscribers and sixteen second class 
Subscribers. 


The amount of Subscription receivable per month in Company's Rupees .. 200 0 
Establishment... “ es 192 13 
Excess Company's Rupees .. sisting sa aietiesuesetted tured 7.3 
The Librarian, fe 107 0 
Assistant, 7 540 
Sircar, % 88 
Duftary, _ 66 
Hurkaru, 60 
Durwan re 58 
Ferash, 5 55 
Company's Rupees 192-13 


Books Presented to the Library during the last year 


By the Revd. W.W.Taylor 2” vol. of Oriental Historical MSS. 1 vol. 4to. 
Dr. McClelland— Geology of Kemaon, | vol. 8vo. 
W.P.Grant, Esq.—1!7 Political Pamphlets. 
Col.Dunlop— Harkness's Description of the Neelgharies and 7 Pamphlets. 
J.H.Stcqueler, Esq.-—Bengal Sportung magazine, E.1.United Service Journal. 
J.B. Hodgson, Esq.—Five Pamphlets. 
M.M.Manuk, Esq.—Leisure Hours. 
Lady D'Oyley—London Literary Gazette. 
Dr. Wallich—Encyclopedic Methodique, 24 vols. (incomplete) 

Military History of Prince Eugene. 

Domestic Anecdotes of the French Revolution. 
Jas. Prinsep, Esq.—Bengal Hurkaru, 13 vols. 
Court of Directors— Johnson's Catalogue of six hundred fixed stars in the Southern Hemisphere. 
Dr. Adam— State of Education in Bengal. 
Government— Sleeman's Thuggee Papers. 
E.D'Cruz, Esq.— Orme's Bibliotheca Biblica, 

Forster's Essays. 

Dr. Strong— Bosewell's Antiquities of England and Wales, folio. 
Government— Report of the Education Committee. 
Messrs. Trail and Co.— Hacklyut's Voyages, 5 vols. 
W.P.Grant, Esq.—Miss Mitford's Belford Regis. 


H. Walters, Esq.—Mundy's Christianity and Hinduism compared and several other works. 
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H Piddington, I sq -- Index of Indian Plants, Tabular view of the genenic characters in Royburgh's Flora Indica 


C.W.Smith— Bell's Anatomy 
Barclay's engravings of the Human skcleton 
Campher's Anatomical Works 
Brook Taylor's Perspective by Kirby 
Gallene de Rubens, 
Cooke's Hogarth. 


Dr McCosh—-Wreck of the Lady Munro. 


Circulanon for {836-37 


No of Penodicals 535 
Do Works ‘ 2,156 
Do Volumes 4,105 


(From the Calcutta Monthly Jow nal for February 1837, p.106) 
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Ata meeting of the Proprietors and Subscribers held on 4" March, 1837 
J.F.Leith, Esq., in the chair. 


PRESENT:— W.P.Grant, Esq., J.Bell, Esq., T.H.Gardiner, Esq., G.F.T.Speed, Esq., Dr. Jackson, 
Dr. Pearson, and J.Beardsmore, Esq. 


Visitor.G.A.Prinsep, Esq. 

The Curators reported the following new proprietors, viz. 

The Right Hon'ble Lord Auckland, G.C.B. Dr. Charles Egerton 
A. Gladstone, Esq. W. Earle, Esq. 


C. Lyall, Esq. 
And the following new Subscribers: 


Lieut. Peirce, C.G. Strettell, Esq. 
G.B.Ryan, Esq. Dr. McCosh. 
D.E.Malloch, Esq. 


And the following list of contributions to the. vested Fund in aid of the Library, viz. 


M.M. Manuk, Esq. 1000 
Right Hon'ble Lord Auckland, G.C.B 200 
Baboo Dwarkanauth Tagore 200 
Hon'ble Sir E.Ryan, Kt 100 
Hon'ble Sir J.P.Grant, Kt. Re 100 
Col. W.S.Beatson se 50 
W.P.Grant, Esq. r 50 
W.Earle, Esq. i 50 
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Proposed by W.P.Grant, Esq., and seconded by Dr. Pearson, that the contributions to the Fested Fund, be 
invested as realized in Company's Paper in the joint name of the Curators. The paper to remain in the custody of the 
Government Agent, and the interest to be drawn by him, and invested in the Government Savings Bank in the joint 
names of the said Curators. 


Proposed by Mr. Bell, and seconded by Dr. Jackson. And carried unanimously, that with reference to the few 
opportunities enjoyed by men in business to watch of even to gain an outline of the proceedings of the infant 
institution, for the successful establishment of which upon a sound foundation all must be anxiously interested, that 
copy of the rates and rules of admission as proprietors and subscribers be circulated with subscription books as well for 
contributions to the Vested Fund as for the admission of new proprictors and subscribers among such members of the 
community as the Curators may deem expedient, witha note as follows:- 


ToA.B. Esq. 


Sir,-~ Upwards of months have now clapsed since the formation of this Library without having the benefit 
of your name on the list of proprietors or subscribers. 


Feeling assured that the claims of such an institution to public support need only be brought prominently 
forward to engage your attention; we beg to submit a copy of our rules and rates of admission. 


in doing this we earnestly entreat you to consider that although your time may not allow you either to take at 
present any active part in its operation or draw largely upon the literary resources, you can render a most 
important service by contributing towards its solid establishment and future support, and we confidently 
hope that you will at least afford this testimony of the interest you feel in the prosperity ofa public depository 
of knowledge and recreation which to every individual at some time or other must prove useful. 


We are, &c. 
CURATORS 


(From the Hurkaru, March 6, 1837 borrowed by the Calcutta Monthly Journal for March, 1837, p.198). 
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Ata Meeting of the Proprietors and Subscribers of the Calcutta Public Library, held on the 1“ April, 1837, 
W.P.Grant, Esq., in the Chair. 


PRESENT;- J. Bell, Esq., J.S.Pearson, Esq., J.F.Leith, Esq., T.H.Gardiner, Esq., J.Beardsmore, Esq., Capt. 
Marshall, and W.H.Speed, Esq. 


Proposed by Dr.Pearson seconded by Capt. Marshall, and unanimously carried, that Dr. Jackson be elected a 
Curator, in the room of Col. Beatson, gone to Europe. 


And the following new Subscribers;- 


E.M.Gordon, Esq. J.H. Dennison, Esq. 
W. Prinsep, Esq. W. Thomson, Esq. 
Rev. W.O.Ruspini F. Millet, Esq. 
F.S.Head, Esq. 
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And the following gentlemen have left on account of unavoidable circumstances: — 


C.Udny, Esq. Dr. McCosh 
And the following contributions in aid of the Vested Fund. 

Hon'ble Sir B. Malkin, Kt. 3 100 

Rustomjee Cowasjee, Esq. es 100 

T.H.Gardiner, Esq. 80 

Rev. W.Forbes, ws 20 

J.F.Leith, Esq. 15 


Previously contributed 


z 1,750 
Co.'s Rs. 2,016 


Calcutta Public Library 
April 1, 1837 
(From Hurkaru, April 4, 1837, as reproduced in the Calcutta Monthly Journal for April, 1837, p.292). 
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dt 


At a monthly meeting of the Proprietors and Subscribers which took place at the Library Rooms on the 3 
June, the following was the result. 


It was resolved, that Mr. Dyce Sombre, having so liberally contributed to the Vested Fund, should receive the 
thanks of the Curators, and the Librarian was directed to write to that effect. 


It was also resolved that in consequerce of the increased expense which had fallen on the printing of the 
Library Catalogue (and which was not contemplated at the time when the resolution limiting their price to one rupee 
was passed), the sense of the next meeting should be taken as to the propriety of charging two rupees per copy for each 
catalogue, that being in fact about the real prime cost price. 


It was resolved, that those Subscribers who after being written to for their arrears should fail to pay, should 
have their names struck out of the list altogether. 


The Monthly Report was then read. 


The foliowing contributions in aid of the Vested Fund have been received:— 


Dyce Sombre. Esq. 500 
Baboo Radhamadub Banerjee 25 
Baboo Gopaul Loll Tagore 25 
Baboo Assutosh Day 25 
J.B.Higginson, Esq. 16 
R.J.Dring, Esq. _10 
Co.'s Rupees 601 

Previously contributed 2,652 
Total Co.'s Rs. 3,253 
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Balance at credit on 1" May 1837 
Amount of Collections made during the last month, 
and sent into the Union bank 


Cheques drawn for payments of April 

Balance in the hand in open account in the Union Bank 

Amount of collections made during the last month and 
sent in the Government Saving's Bank 


Amount lodged with the Union Bank in fixed account 
Ditto in Company's Paper for Vested Fund, Co.'s rupees 
eee 500 
ap deans 1,066 10 8 
apelaets 533 5 4 
Co.'s rupees 


In the course of collection ... 


(From the Calcutta Courier, June 5, as reprinted in the Calcutta Monthly Journal for June 1837, p.387). 
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1.826 3 0 


1,749 9 10 
3,575 10 1 

207.1 3 
3,363 8 10 


6 
3,570 1 4 
2,000 0 0 


2,100 0-0 


7,673 1 4 


2,630 0 0 
10,309 1 4 


CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Proceedings of the Monthly Meeting of the Proprietors and Subscribers of the Calcutta Public Library held 


on the !“ instant (1.¢. July 1837). 


It was resolved that the price of the Catalogues , when in consequence of subsequent additions , has greatly 
exceeded the price of one rupee per copy be for the future charged for at the rate of two rupees to save the Library from 


aheavy loss. 


The following is the report submitted:-- 


The Curators have great pleasure in reporting that in addition to the following books, periodicals, &c. 
purchased during the last month , they have received advice that a collection of works amounting in price to £ 200 
being the first of their commission from England through Messrs. Thacker & Co. are board the ship Bengal, which is 


expected to arrive here very soon. 


(Here follows a list of New Books received during the month of June —Not printed in the original). 


J.L.Russell has become a proprietor, and the following gentlemen have become Subscribers. 


J.S. Stopford, Esq. H. Farmer, Esq. 
W. Urquhart, Esq. Dr. W. B. Green 


Mr. J .Beckwith has withdrawn in consequence of his leaving Calcutta . 
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State of Funds on the Ist July, 1837 


Union Bank 
By Balance for last month 3,387 3 6 
Collection sent 344 5 4 
3,731 810 
Interest on Company's paper 


320 0 
3,763 810 


Cheques drawn for payment for June, viz 
For Bills in Engiand for £ 200, to pay Thacker 
& Co im full, leaving a balance of about 
£20 in their hands 1n favour of the Library 1,828 92 


Ditto Pittar, Lattey & Co books bought 235 11 3 
Printing Catalogues 500 00 
Establishment 197 10 
Advertisement & other expenses 109 13 3 
2,871 28 
Savings Bank 892 6 2 
By balance of last month 206 8 6 
Collections sent 2140 0 320 8 2 
Cash placed in the Union Bank in 
fixed account at interest 2000 0 0 
Amount 1n Company's Paper on account 
of the Invested fund 2100 0 0 
4412 148 
In the course of collection 2700_10 8 


CRs 71139 4 
(From the Englishman, July 5, 1837 as printed in the Calcutta Monthlv Journal for July 1837, p 454 ) 
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Atameeting of the Proprietors and Subscribers to the Calcutta Public Library, held on the 5” August, 1837 
J F Leith, Esq , inthe chair 


The Curators reported the works purchased and presented during the last month Mr Dyce Sombre, in 
addition to his liberal contribution of 500 rupees in aid of the vested fund, has presented to the Library some valuable 
books It was also reported that two chests of books have arrived from England per ‘Bengal’, a list of which, together 
with those that have been bought and presented since the last annual meeting, will be soon given to the Proprietors and 
Subscribers 


The circulation of books, &c during the last month was (as) follows 


Total No of works 494 
No of Novels 433 
-- General Literature 348 
-- Penodicals 159 


W Kerr Ewart, Esq , has become a Propnetor 


And the following gentlemen have become Subscribers 
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W. Adam, Esq. E. Stirling, Esq. 
W. Limond, Esq. B. Waterhouse, Esq. 
N. Palialogus, Esq. A.Muller, Esq. 


RB. Finlayson, Esq. 


Messrs. J. Allan and J.H. Pollard have withdrawn, and one Subscriber's name has, been struck out from the 
books, in consequence of his declining to pay up the arrears of his subscription due to the Library. 


STATE OF THE FUND 
Union Bank 
By Balance of last month 892 6 2 
By cash transferred from 
the Savings Bank, 400 0 0 
Collections sent, ss 1,0 
2,372 6 2 
By Cheques drawn for payment 
of July 296 3 6 2,076 2 8 
Savings Bank 
By balance of last month 20 00 
By Collections sent $s 254 0 0 274 8-6 
By Amount placed in fixed account 2,000 0 0 
By Amount invested in Company's papers, 2,100 0 2 
6,450 11 0 
By amounts In course of collection i 2.087 10 8 
Co.'s rupees 8,538 5 10 


(From the Calcutta Monthly Journal for August 1837, p.563, quoted from The Englishman, August 10, 1837) 
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Atameeting of the Proprietors and Subscribers to the Calcutta Public Library held on the 2™ December, 1837. 
J.F.Leith, Esq. in the chair. 


The Curators reported that in addition to the books, of which lists have been published, and are now in the 
course of circulation, one hundred and thirty-six vols. were purchased during the last month. 


And the following donations of books: 

Names Donors 
Blacquire's second visit to Greece, 8vo. 
aoeceonn enone Greek Revolution, 8vo. 


Walker's Rhetorical Grammar, 8vo. C.E. Trevelyan, Esq. 
Millar's origin of the distinction of Ranks, 8vo. 


Medical Topography of Bishnauth, pam. Medical Board through Dr. Ranken 
Bell's Comparative View of the External Commerce of Bengal 

during the year 1835 and 36, and 1836 and 37. } Author. 
Aset of Calcutta Journal and several! files of Newspapers Dr. Nicholson. 
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And the followmg cnculation of Books during Nov 


Sets Vols 
General Literature 106 266 
Novels 107 422 
Periodicals 126 
Total 814 
And the following new Subscribers 
Dr T Smith Col Watkins 
W Edwards, Esq A Grant, Esg 
W W Bird, Esq H P Marshall, Esq 


James Turner, Esq 


Mr DEM Gordon gave notice that he ts going to Ieave Calcutta for a short time, and desired his name to be 
withdrawn He will subscribe as before on his return 


Dr Pearson wrote from Juanpore to strike off his name from the list of subscribers, in consequence of his 
removal from Calcutta 


Messrs J R Hutchinson and T W Grey, have also withdrawn and another subscriber's name has been struck 
offon account of his not paying the amount of his subscription (Co 's Rs 75) due from him 


State of funds as on 1° December, 1837 


Union Bank, 756 108 

Saving’s Bank, 224 86 

Fixed account, 2000 8 0 

Vested Fund, ____2,100 00 
5,081 32 

In the course of 

collection 


1,537.10 8 
Total at credit Co 'sRs 6,618 13 10 


December 4, 1837 


(Englishman, Dec 6, quoted in the Calcutta Monthly Journal for December 1837, p 817) 


1838 
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(CALCUTTA) PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Ata monthly meeting of the Propnetors and Subcnbers to the Calcutta Public Library, held on 6” January, 
1838 


Dr Strong im the chair 
Present - Dr Jackson, W P Grant, Esq, J H Gardiner, Esq , and) H Peterson, Esq 


Dr Strong informed the meeting that as 1t was probable, that the members of the Medical and Physical 
Society might have occasion to remove their books from the Asiatic Society, he was desirous to offer the Society the 
use of a part of the Library rooms or a separate room, and asked whether there would be any objection on the part of the 
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Proprietors of the Calcutta Public Library, when it was resolved in compliance with Dr. Strong's wishes, that it would 
be a mutual accommodation to have the books of the Medical and Physical Society placed in a part of the Library 
rooms, distinct from their own collection and in charge of a dufftoory, which would be the only expensc to the Society, 
as the librarians of the Calcutta Public Library offer their services gratuitously to the Society. 


After this the Curators reported that three hundred and forty-six volumes were purchased during the last 
month, two hundred and seventy-four volumes of which forming the selection made from the library of the late Sir B. 
Malkin. 


And the following donations of books during December. 


Books Presented Donors 
4" No. of the Journal of the Medical and Physical Society Drs. Goodeve and O 'Shaughnessy. 
Richardson's Literary Leaves, §vo Author 


Sporting Magazine for Dec., E.J.U.S. Journal do — J.H. Stocqueler. Esq. 


And the following circulation of books, &c. during December : 





Sets Vols 
General Literature 167 388 
Novels : 172 427 
Periodicals : ——--— 122 
339.00 937 
And the following new subscribers 
George Plowden, Esq. C.K. Robinson, Esq. 
N. Alexander. Esq. J. Chalcraft, Esq. 


H.M. Shand, Esq. 


Captain Beaty, H.M. Pigou, Esq., Captain Peirce, E.B. Gleeson,Esq., and J.S. Stopford,Esq., have intimated 
cessation of their subscriptions in consequence of their leaving Calcutta. Messers. Urquhart and C. Cruce have also 
withdrawn. 


Tables of Fund, on the 1" January, 1838 


Union Bank 
Balance of last month 756-10-8 
Interest on Co's Papers 42- 0-0 
Collections sent 188-10-8 987-5 -6 
Savings Bank 
Balance of last month 224-8-6 
Collections sent 254-0-0 47 0 
1,465-13-10 
Fixed Account 2,000-0- 0 
Vested Fund in Company's Papers 2,100 0- 0 
5565-13-10 
In the course of collection 
Subscription, 301 
Instalments,&c. L154 1.454-0-0 
Total.... Co's Rs 7,019-13-10 


8" January 1938 
(The Englishman, January 9, 1838, quoted in the Calcutta Monthly Journal for January 1838, pp. 30-31) 
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A meeting of the Subscribers and Proprietors was held on the 5" instant, for the purpose of electing a Curator 
in the room of Mr.John Bell, who had resigned.Sir J.P. Grant was in the chair. Mr. Bell’s letter, assigning, as a reason for 
his resignation, a difference of opinion with his colleagues, was read. A minute , by the same gentleman and counter- 
minutes by Messers .H.M.Parker and W.P.Grant were likewise read, and a discussion ensued thereupon. It appeared 
that Mr. Bell considered the library in a state of insolvency, and that he saw no prospect of extricating it from its 
difficulties. He also seemed to feel hurt that he had not been consulted by his colleagues, touching some of the 
measures which have been adopted by them. 


Mr. W.P Grant, in explanation, denied that a difference of opinion subsisted between Mr. Bell, Mr. Parker and 
himself; he likewise disputed the accuracy of Mr.Bell's calculations, and shewed, by the scrutiny of an account laid 
before the meeting, and prepared by the Librarian, that the library was far from being in a state of insolvency.Mr. Grant 
further stated that Mr. Bell had always been duly invited to the meetings of the Curators, but having failed to attend, he 
could not justly complain of not having been consulted.Mr. Grant spoke of the attacks which had been made on the 
Curators in the public papers, and appeared to think, that they proceeded partly from an unaccountable wish to 
discredit the efforts of the Curators, and partly from ignorance of the real state of affairs, 


Mr.Stocqueler, prit panole, and with reference to the remark regarding newspaper attacks, avowed that he 
grounded those which the Englishman had made, on evidence furnished by the Curators themselves.He referred to 
their last published statement of accounts(1" April),in which it appeared that the library owed upwards of eight 
hundred rupees to the Union Bank, but had, to meet the debt, only 900 rupees, in course of collection, a sum that might 
or might not be recoverable. 


Mr. Scocqueler said, he felt much interest in the prosperity of the library, and that, as the public could only be 
induced to support it by being put in possession of the state of affairs , he thought it the duty of the press, when the 
affairs being represented to be in disorder, to urge a reform in the management. He was much gratified with 
Mr.W.P.Grant's present explanation, and regretted that it had not been laid before the public, instead of the imperfect 
statement which had alarmed him (Mr.S.) and other friends of the library. 


Mr.W.P Grant and Mr.H.M.Parker expressed their surprise that the imperfect statement should have found 
its way into the public prints. It contained important omissions, and its appearance had not been sanctioned by them. 


On the question of Mr.Bell's resignation being put from the chair, Mr. Bell was asked whether what he had 
then heard and seen respecting the accounts, did cause any alteration in his intentions? 


Mr.Bell avowed that his opinion remains unaltered. 


Mr.W.Adam then proposed that a committee be formed to investigate the accounts, and report upon the state 
of affairs. 


Mr.J.P.Grant seconded the proposition.Mr.Stocqueler moved as an amendment that the Curators be 
requested to prepare and publish a statement of the accounts upto to the I" May(instant, exhibiting all the available 
assets of the institution, specifying its debts and dependencies.Mr. W.Oehme seconded the amendment. Mr.W.Adam 
submitted that the original motion and the amendment might be rendered perfectly compatible with each other,by the 
Curators being requested to form the committee of investigation. In this form the proposals were put from the chair and 
agreed to nem. con. 


On a motion that the meeting do proceed to elect a Curator, in succession to Mr.Bell, Mr.Morrell 
proposed by Mr.Stocqueler. Mr.S. submitted that, not being a proprietor, he was ineligible. MrJ.P.Grant then 
named Mr. William Carr, who had formerly been a Curator, and merely resigned because he was about to procced 
to England. Mr.Stocqueler seconded the nomination, and Mr. Carr was duly elected. 


The meeting then separated after voting thanks to Sir J.P.Grant, for the kind manner in which he had 
performed the troublesome duties of the chair ( Calcutta Monthly Journal for May 1838, p.260.Source not indicated). 
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CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Meeting of the Proprietors and Subscribers of the Calcutta Public Library held on the 7” (July 1838) 
(H M ) Parker, Esq in the chair 
reported the following donations of 
Journal, for June , by J H Stocqueler 
for July ditto 


(4/5 lines completely lost) and the following eighteen gentlemen have become Subscribers 


Hon'ble A Amos E T Treveor, Esq ,CS 

J W Prescott, Esq F Willy, Esq , ditto 
M'herjee Hormuyee, Fsq FA E Dalrymple, Fsq ,do 
J Allan, Esq W F Dogson, Esq 

J Beckwith, Esq Capt Debudey 

Capt F Palmer G H Harding, Esq 

A Parker, Esq Capt Waugh 

R Pallas, Esq RS Rees, Esq 

J Ward , Esq W Clarke, Esq 


Capt A Watthas withdrawn Dr J Ranken wishes to discontinue his subscrption, having left Calcutta , and 
Mr J B Higginson has quitted India, for England 


State of Funds as on the 1" of July, 1838 


Balance of last month in the Union Bank , in open account 2(46)- 7-9 
Collection sent (lost) 
(Disbursements) 


224 -0 -0 
(Ads 7) in the newspapers 27 - 1-0 
(Establishment ) for April and May 295 0 0 
yal Chund Dhur , for books (supplied 7) 58 -0 0 
Do Stationery and petty charges I] - Q - 
615-2-0 
Balance. 237 -0 -5 
Balance in the Savings Bank 23-14-11 
Surplus of the fixed account m the Union Bank 492-0-0 
752-15-4 
Outstanding 
Instalments from Proprietors 660 0 0 
Arrears of Subscription 278 0 0 
Small sales unrealized 32.9.0 990-9-0 
1,743-8-4 
Vested Fund 
Amount collected 368 0 
In the course of collection 95.00 3,7 


Total Credit Co's Rs 5,446/- (Annas and Parse lost) 


(Harkaru, July 9/1838 Cal Monthly Journal for July 1838 ,pp 306-307 Torn) 
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Document-29 


At a meeting of the Curators of the Calcutta Public Library held on the 31“ January 1839 
Present— W P Grant, Esq ,H M Parker, Esq and W Carr, Esq 


The Librarian submitted a letter dated 27th instant from W Carr, Esq ,on behalf of the Committee of 
Subscription to the proposed Metcalfe Library Building, requesting to place before the Curators a copy of resolutions 
accompanying it and to obtain the sanction of the members of this Institution to transfer the amount of the Vested Fund 
to the subscription to the above building 


Mr Grant drew the attention of the meeting to another letter received some time ago from W Carr, Esq , 
desiring to know 1f the Proprietors of the Library had any objection to place their books in the Metcalfe Library 
Building, when it would be completed, and to the following resolution passed by the Committee of Curators on the 17” 
September 


“That as it appears to the Curators there 1s nothing in the constitution of the Public Library to prevent its 
establishing in the Metcalfe Building, and that in their opinion tt would be a great benefit to the Institution to 
have the use of such a butiding upon the terms contained 1n the resolutions communicated by Mr Carr” 


After some discussion 1t was resolved,— “That the annual meeting be called on Thursday the 26" February 
at 40’clock PM and that it be made a special “one for the purpose of considering a proposal from the subscribers to the 
Metcalfe Library Burlding, to devote it to the purposes of this Library and of taking the sense of the meeting on a 
motion to authorize the Curators to appropriate the amount of the Vested Fund in aid of such building, whenever they 
are assured of sufficient means being available to provide the accommodation necessary for this purpose” 


Library Rooms, 4" February, 1839 PEARY CHAND MITRA, Librarian 


(Hurkaru, February 5,1839 quoted in the Calcutta Monthly Journal for January, 1839,p 90) 
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PUBLIC LIBRARY MEETING 


[142] Proceedings of the Annual Meeting of the Proprietors of and Subscribers to the Calcutta Public Library held 
onthe 4" March, 1839, at the Library Rooms 


G F McChntock,Esq , in the Chair 
Present ---- W P Grant Esq, J H Stocqueler,Esq,H M Parker, Esq, W Carr 


Esq ,R Jones, Esq ,T P Morrell, Esq , Wale Byrn, Esq , &C 


Read the following Report and the Statement of Receipts and Disbursements 
W P Grant. Esq ,H M Parker, Esq , W Carr, Esq 
Curators, Calcutta Public Library 


Gentlemen,-- In submitting the annexed Statement of Receipts and Disbursements from 11th February 1838 
to 31" January 1839, I have much pleasure to have it im my power to state, that with respect to the accession of 
subscribers, the circulation of books and the collections made in every month, the operations of the last year exhibit a 
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decided superiority, and cannot but be gratifying to those who are interested in the prosperity of the Institution In order 
to establish the correctness of this remark, I beg to subjoin the following tabular statement, collected from the reports 
furnished at the different Annual Meetings. 


In 1836 there were 5 and the amount 
Subscribers receivable p. Month Rs 22 0-0 
In 1837 ditto 38 ditto Rs. 200 0 0 
_ 1n 1838 ditto 59 ditto Rs. 310-0 0 
In 1839 there are 100 dito Rs. 498-0 0 
[143] | Theamount ofsubscriptions collected from 
September 1835 to Feb. 18" 1837 2193 110 
Ditto from 19" February 1837 to 10"February 1837 3325 00 
Ditto from 11" February 1838 to 31“ January 1839 521100 
The average monthly collection of the last year was about. C Rs 453-2 1 
And that of the year before last Rs 277 11 
Shewing an increased average monthly collection of Rs 176 10 
The circulation of Books, from February to January 1838, was Vols. 8,700 
Periodicals 1,127 
Total 9,827 
Ditto from Feb 1838 to January 1839. Vols 14,995 
Penodicals 1,821 
Total 16,716 
The former giving an average monthly circulation of Vols 890 nearly 
And the latter 1,393 
Among the Books circulated during the last year, 
There are relating to General Literature 5,557 Vols 
And Novels 9,448 Vols. 
14,995 vols. 


With regard to the Vested Fund which reported at the last Annual Meeting to consist of Co 's Rs. 3,313, 1am 
happy to say, that several gentlemen have since contributed to it and that it now amounts to Co.'s Rs. 4,103. 


Since the last Annual Meeting, seven new Proprietors have joined the institution and two have transferred 
their shares One of the Proprietors, J Bell, Esq , has died during the last year, and his share has reverted to the Library 
The present number of Proprietors 1s seventy-two —Hukaru, March 6/1839, ( Calcutta Monthly Journal for March 
1839, pp 142-143) 
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{253] | Ata monthly meeting of the Proprietors of, and Subscribers to, the Calcutta Public Library, held at the 
Library Room on the | 1th May (1839) 


H.M Parker, Esq. , in the Chair. 


Read a letter from W. Earle, Esq., of the 11th instant, submitting the following suggestion to the 
consideration of the meeting. “Whether 1t would not be advantageous, both to the society and the public to permit 
proprietors and subscribers to nominate strangers and non-residents visiting Calcutta (by a ticket duly signed) to the 
night of freely visiting the Library and of reading in it, for a period not exceeding three months, such books, 
periodicals, and newspapers as remain there, not being actually required by the outside propnetors and subscribers”. 
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The Librarian was directed to inform Mr Earle that he (the Librarian) has the discretionary power with 
respect to the admission of such persons as may wish to avail themselves of the benefits of the institution within its 
walls, for such period as may be thought proper, in accordance with the rule already existing to that effect 


Note - The Library 1s open to any one desirous of visiting 1t Should any poor student or stranger wish to 
read within its walls, he 1s requested to apply to the Libranan, who is authorized to grant tickets of admission 
The following report was then submitted and passed — 


Books Bought 
Divinity —Chalmer's Works, vol 13, post 8vo 
Taylor's Illustrations of the Bible from the Monuments of Egypt, post 8vo 
Intellectual and Moral Philosophy -—— Abercrombie's Culture and Discipline of the Mind, !2mo 


Medicine Surgery &¢ -— Duchalet's Hygiene Publique ou Memonres, 2 vols , 8vo 
-— Prostitution dans La Ville de Parts, 2 vols ,8vo 
Roget on Physiology and Phrenology, 2 vols , post 8vo 
Smith's Philosophy of Health, 2 vols , 12mo 


Arts and Sctences — Jackson's Course of Military Surveying, 8vo 
Jameson's Mechanics of Fluids, 8vo 
Papers connected with the duties of Royal Engineers, 2 vols , 8vo 
Sim's Section Planography, 4to 
Stevenson's Civil Engineering in North America, 8vo 
‘Trigonometrical Survey of the Maldive Islands 
Tredgold's Steam Engine by Woolhouse, part 2nd, 8vo 


History, Biography Voyages, &c E 1 Affairs - 
Bennett's New South Wales, 2 vols , 8vo 
Blagdon’s Brief History of India, 8vo 
Butler's Life of Barlett, 8vo 
Chatham's Correspondance, vol 2™, 8vo 
Conolly's Overland Journey, 2 vols , 8vo (anew edition) 
Forbes' Oriental Memorrs, 2 vols , 8vo (anew edition) 
Fraser's Journey to Persia, 2 vols ,8vo 
Gouger's North Australia, 12mo 
Mahon's History of England, vols 2™ and 3rd, 8vo 
Marshman's History of Bengal, 12mo 
Mathew's Life, 2 vols ,8vo 
Milman's edition of Gibbon's Roman Empire, 2™, 8", 9" and 10" vols , 8vo 
Papers relating to EI] A Regulations passed by the Government of Bengal, Fort St George and Bombay 
from 1832 to 1836, folio 
Carnatic and Tanjore Commissions, folio 
Postan's Cutch, 8vo 
Ross’s Memoirs of Admiral Lord de Saumarez, 2 vols , 8vo 
Scott's Excursions in Ronda and Granada, 2 vols , 8vo 
Washington's Life by J Sparks, 2 vols , 8vo 


Poetry — Parker's Daughters of Immortality, 8vo 


Natural History — Brown's Illustrations of the American Omithology, folio 
Johnson's History of British Zoophytes, 8vo 


Law, Finance, &c —~Gilbert's History of Banking m North America, 8vo 
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Report on Transportation, folio. 


Prose Works of Imagination.— Rob of the Bowl, 3 vols., post 8vo. 


[254] 


Cogitations of a Vagabond, post 8vo. 

Cooper’s Effingham, 3 vols., post 8vo. 

Edgeworth's Novels and Tales, 18 vols., 12mo. 

Grant's Travels in town, 2 vols., post 8vo. 

James Hugonots, 3 vols., post 8vo. 

Jameson’s Winter Studies in Canada, 3 vols. post 8vo. 

Peter Pilgrim, 2 vols., post 8vo. 

Scrope’s Art of Deer Stalking, 8vo. 

Standard Novels-— Last Days of Pompeii, 12mo. 
Helen, 12mo. 

Trollope’s Widow Barnabay, 3 vols., post 8vo. 
Effingham Hazard, Ist part. 


Miscellaneous:—- Asiatic Researches, 7 vols., 4to. 


From 
From 


From 
From 


Burke’s Commoners, 4th vol. 

Encyclopaedia Britannica, pp. 104 and 105. 

Gladstone On the State, its Relations with the Church, 8vo. 
Lardner’s Cab. Cy. — Morgan on Probabilities, 8vo. 
—Denham’s History of Denmark, Sweden and Norway, 8vo. 
Report on the present state of New Zealand, folio. 

Sinclair’s Modern Accomplishments, 8vo. 


Books Presented 


J.P. Grant, Esq. — Appendix to the Report of the Prison Discipline Committee, 4to. 

W.P. Grant, Esq. — Mahabharat, vols. 2d and 3d, 4to. 

Rajeh Ta(r) unginee, 4to; 

Susruta or Hindu System of Medicine. 2 vols., 8vo., and 

Naishada Charitro, part Ist., 8vo. 

J.H. Stocqueler, Esq. — Sporting Magazine for May and U.S. Journal for May. 

H. Piddington, Esq. — Piddington on the Scientific Principles of Agriculture, considered as a branch of 
Public Education, pamphlet. 


Circulation of Books. 


Sets. Vols. 
General Literature 304 336 
Prose Works of Imagination 466 1136 
Periodicals 178 178 

848 1947 

New Subscribers 

W.J. Mackintosh, Esq. Major W. Burlton 
A. de H. Larpent, Esq. J.D. Daw, Esq. 
Rev. W.O. Ruspini W. Martin, Esq. 
Ed. Eastwood, Esq. D.B. Syers, Esq. 


Messrs J. Ward, T. Ogilvy, C.W. Blanchard, and H.S. Ravenshaw have withdrawn. 
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State of Funds as on Ist May 1839 


Balance of last month in the Umon Bank 43-6-3 
Collections made 524-0-0 
566-6-3 
Deduct establishment and petty charges for 
March last, paid 155-8-0 
710-14-3 
Balance in the Savings Bank 55-14-11 
Surplus of Vested f und 22-0-0 77-14-11] 
488- 13-2 
Outstandings 
From Proprtetors 442-5-4 
Arrears of Subscription 564-0-0 
Catalogue sold 100-0-0 1106-5-4 
Vested Fund 1595-2-6 
Amount collected 4078-0-0 
In the course of collection 95-0- 4173-0-0 
Total amount at Credit Co ’s Rs 8-2- 
EE 


Pearychand Mittra, Librarian 


WP Grant, 
HM Parker } Curators 


(The Englishman, May 15, 1839 as printed in the Calcutta Monthly Journal for May 1839, pp 253-254) 


document-32 
[242] 
CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Ata meeting of the Curators held on the 13th July 1839 
HM Parker, Esq , in the Chair 
Read the following letter dated July 10th, from George Grant, Esq Secretary to 
the Mechanics’ Institute 
To Baboo Peary Chand Mittra, 
Secretary, Calcutta Public Library 


Sir, — It having been mentioned at a Meeting of our General Committee that it 1s in contemplation to erect a 
building for the use of Public Library, and that the Committee of the Horticultural Society 1s similarly disposed— it 
was suggested and concurred in by a considerable majority of the Members that as our Institution had come to a like 
Resolution, a union of three Societies might enable each to effect its obyect much more economically and at the same 
tyme obtain for all more advantages than could be accomplished by any one separately This being followed by a 
Resolution instructing me to open a communication with you and the Secretary of the Horticultural Society regarding 
ut, 1, n compliance therewith, beg leave to address you, soliciting your opinion on the subject 


It certainly appears to me that among other obyects obtainable by such an union, one of some weights that it 
would obviate the expence of each Institution having to erect separate Rooms for its Public Meetings and Committees, 
reducing the cost, therefore, of that portion of the required Buildings to one third of what would otherwise be 
necessary,-- one Theatre or Public Hall would easily accommodate the three Institutions whose appointed days for 
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public assembly differ, as would also be the case with Committee Rooms, where Meetings might be fixed for various 
differing periods. 


The frequent meeting of the Members of three such important Institutions under one roof, would doubtless 
also increase the attraction and popularity of each to a degree advantageous to all, beside which many other mutual 
benefits and interchanges of reciprocal accommodation must occur to you. 


Perhaps the best way however of entering into a complete understanding of what our Committee had in view 
in making the proposal, would be by a meeting of the three Committees, or if at this stage of the business you think a 
personal interview will be sufficient to enable you to lay the matter before the Committee of the Public Library, | beg 
you will do me the favour to appoint a time at which it will be convenient for the purpose. 


I beg to state that I have addressed a letter also to the Secretary of the Horticultural Society in order that the 
proposal may reccive as early as circumstances will admit. all the attention which I am anxious to draw towards it. 


Ihave the pleasure to subscribe myself, 
Sir, Your obedient Servant, 
(Signed) Geo, Grant, Secy., MI. 
Resolved. — That the Librarian be directed to correspond with the Secretaries of the Mechanics Institute and 
the Agri-Horticultural Society in order to ascertain what sums those Societies could in all probability [343] 
respectively contribute towards the attainment of this object, before the Curators come to any decision on this subject. 


Read a Letter dated !2th ultimo, from Capt. G.T.Marshall, recommending the purchase of Adelung's 
Historical Sketch of Sanscrit Literature, Vans Kennedy's Origin and Affinity of Languages and “all good treatises on 
the Sanscrit language of Public business, which will make the acquirement of Sanscrit popular.” 


Resolved -— That the books recommended by Capt. Marshall be procured from England, in case they cannot 
be obtained here. 


Read a Letter from S.G.Heatly, Esq, forwarding a plan and sketch of the Plymouth Public Library, with his 
own notes thereupon, and recommending that the proposed Metcalfe Library be built according to this model. 


Note :- Mr. Heatly's papers will be laid before the Building Committee when ail the arrangements connected 
with this matter are completed. 


Read a letter dated 8” ultimo, from J, Burrow, Esq. presenting a paper on Catholic Emancipation. 


Read a Letter dated 6" instant from W.Turner, Esq. submitting a number of the Trade List for the inspection of 
the Curators which was ordered to be returned. (Hurkaru, July 18,1839. Calcutta Monthly Journal for July 1839, pp. 
342-343). 
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Ata Monthly meeting of the Members of the Calcutta Public Liabrary held on the 3" August,1839 . 
W.P.Grant,Esq. in the Chair. 


Read a Letter dated 22™ ultimo, from C.B.Trevor,Esq. recommending the purchase of Fredric Schiegel's 


works, and: Augustus Schlegel's lectures on dramatic literature, together with such of his writings as have been 
translated into the English Language. 
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Resolved— That the above books be purchased. 


Read a Letter dated 2” August from George W.Johnson,Esq., presenting a copy of his Memoirs of John 
Seldon, for which thanks were accorded. 


The following reply from Dr.Spry, Secretary to the Agricultural Society, to the letter which the Librarian was 
directed to address him, in accordance with a resolution passed at the last monthly Meeting, respecting the proposal of 
the Mechanics’ Institute to erect a building for the use of that Institution, the Agricultural Society, and this Library was 
read. 


To Babu Pearychand Mittra, Librarian, Public Library. 
Sir,— I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 16” instant, relative to a suggestion made by the 
General Committee of the Mechanics’, Institution, concerning the propriety of adopting measures ‘or erecting a 
building for the use of the Public Library, Institute, and Agricultural and Horticultural Society of India jointly --- and in 
reply beg to state that till the plans are definitely arranged, so that the amount absolutely required for the erection of the 
building of the kind alluded to be known, it is impossible, however anxious the Agricultural and Horticultural Society 
may be to join in such [386] an undertaking to decide what degree of support should b> accorded. 
Ihave, &c. 
(Signed) Henry Spry,.M.D.,Secy. 


A&H Society’ Rooms, Calcutta, July, 23,1839, 


Mr.W.P.Grant stated that since the dispatch of the above letter, a meeting of the Committee of the 
Agricultural Society, Metcalfe Subscription Funds and the Curators, had been held to take the subject into 
consideration, and the matter would be settled at the next Meeting of the Agricultural Society. 


State of Funds as on 1" of August, 1839 





Union Bank 
Balance per bank book 736-10-5 
Less Cheque undrawn 116-4-0 620-6-5 
Collections sent (including a Hoondie 
Rs.50 due 5” August) 837-5-4 — 
1457-11-9 
Deduct Establishment &c. for June 176-2-6 
"Paid Doyal Chand Dhur & Mr. 
Herbelett for Books 192-5-6 
*Paid Rushton & Co. for printing 
catalogues & c. 328-11-0 
“Paid for a Rattan Mat 55-8 -0 
Paid for Advts. In the Hurkaru, 
and Subscription to the Monthly 
Journal for one year in advance 20-14-90 173 -9-6 
Balance 684-2-9 
Balance in the Savings Bank 55-14-11 
Surplus of the Fixed Account -_|- 
762-1- 8 
Outstandings 
From Proprietors 230-5-4 
Arrears of subscription 798-0-0 
Catalogues, &C. sold -31-0-0 1059- 5- 4 
1821-7- 0 
Vested Fund 
Amount collected 4028-0-0 
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Jn the course of collection 85-0-0 1413- 0- O* 


Total at Credit, Co.'s Rs. 5934- 7- 0 
ELE. 
PEARYCHAND MITTRA, Librarian. 
W. P. Grant, For the Curators *printing mistake for 5413-0-0 


Library Room, 3d August 1839. 
(Hurkaru, August 7,1839. Calcutta Monthly Journal for August 1839, pp. 385-386). 


Document-34 


1840 


CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY 


The annual general meeting of the Public Library, was held on the 26" of February,(1840). The report 
furnished matter for congratulation. There has been an increased circulation of books, and an accession of 
subscribers— the former having amounted to upwards of twenty-two thousand volumes in the year— the latter 
numbering, with the Proprietors, two hundred and nine. The cash receipts for the year came to Rs.10,233-3-2, which 
sum has been appropriated for the purposes of the Library. The vested fund amounts to Rs.4,273. Nothing has yet been 
done about a building for the Library, but there are grounds for hoping that a plan will soon be submitted to, and 
approved by Government, for erecting a large building in a suitable site. The union of the Library with other 
Institutions, under the same roof, continues a favourite project, but the sum of Six thousand more, is necessary, to 
enable the Curators of the Library to contribute a proper quota to the funds for such a purpose. (Calcutta Monthly 
Journal for February, 1840, Miscellanea, p. 168). 


Document-35 


PUBLIC LIBRARY 


178], 

aks The annual general meeting of the Public Library was held on Friday last. The report furnished matter for 
congratulation—there has been an increased circulation of books— and an accession of subscribers: the former 
having amounted to upwards of twenty-two-thousand volumes for one year—the latter numbering, with the 
proprietors, two hundred and nine. The cash receipts for the year came to Rs.10,233-3-2- which sum has been 
appropriated for the purposes of the Library. The vested fund amounts to Rs.4,273. Nothing has yet been done about a 
building for the Library, but there are grounds for hoping that a plan will.soon be submitted to, and approved by, 
Government, for erecting a large building in a suitable site. The union of the library with other Institutions under the 
same roof, continues a favorite project, but the sum of six thousand rupees more is necessary to enable the Curators of 
the Library to contribute a proper quota to the funds for such a purpose.— Englishman, March 2 (1840). 


Proceedings of the annual meeting of the Members of the Calcutta Public Library, held on the 28” February. 
C.W. Smith, Esq. in the Chair 


Present :- W.P.Grant.Esq., W.Byme, Dr. Corbyn, Capt. Marshall, J.W.Twentyman, T.P.Morrell,Esq., 
H.M.Parker,Esq., and Col.Dunlop. 


Mr. W.P.Grant read the following reports of the Curators and the Librarian. {179] The Curators refer to the 
accompanying report from the Librarian and the accounts upon the table for statement of the affairs of the Library 
during the last twelve months, and are glad to have to congratulate the friends of this Institution, on the proofs 
exhibited of the growing appreciation of its usefulness by the public at large. 


The only matter connected with the Library, not embraced in the Librarian’s report, which the Curators have 
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to bring to the notice of the Proprietors and Subscribers is the prospect of a building being soon erected, to which the 
books may be permanently transferred. Committees of the Agri-Horticultural Society, Metcalfe Testimonial, and 
Metcalfe Library Building Fund have frequently met, along with the Curators, and have cordially joined together in a 
proposal to erect with the funds of all the four bodies whom they represent, a building, the ground floor of which shall 
be devoted to the Agricultural Society, and the upper one to the Library. The funds applicable at present, amount to 
little short of Rs.40,000 and the Curators fondly hope, that the small sum which will be required in addition to these 
funds to erect a building every way suitable to the purposes contemplated, may be raised among the well-wishers of 
this Institution, The vested fund at present amounts to above 4,000 Rs.—- an addition of less than 6,000 Rs. would do 
all that is necessary and would leave the Library to derive the benefit of the best half of the building for payment of 
one- fourth of its actual cost. 


The Curators were in hopes of being able to report to this meeting, that the Governor-General had actually 
given the sanction of Government to the building, being erected on public ground. This has not yet been given, but the 
Curators know that his Lordship approves highly of the junction of interests which has been effected, and of the 
purposes to which the building is to be devoted. They have no doubt of being soon able to state, that the plan of the 
building has been submitted to, and approved of by the Government, and a suitable site granted for it. 


Dr. Strong’s generosity in continuing to afford the use of the present excellent apartments gratuitously, to the 
Institution prevents it from feeling immediately the want ofa building of their own. 


Library Rooms, 28" February,1840 


To W.P.Grant.Esq., H.M.Parker,Esq., and W.Carr.,Esq. 
Curators, Calcutta Public Library. 


Gentlemen,~- I have the honour to submit to you the annexed statement of the receipts and disbursements of 
the Library during the last year, and embrace this opportunity to observe, that the addition of another year to the age of 
the Institution has tended in no small degree to the augmentation of its popularity, and the extension of its usefulness. It 
is a source of sincere congratulation to observe that alike in respect to the accession of subscribers, to the receipts of 
monthly contributions, and to the circulation of books, it has made considerable progress— a circumstance which, 
gratifying as it is to those who are interested in its prosperity— can only be attributable to the increasing appreciation 
ofits utility. 


The Library now comprehends cighty Proprietors, nine of whom have died, and one hundred and thirty eight 
subscribers. 


The circulation of books during the last year is as follows 


Sets Vols. 

General Literature $233 7886 
Prose works of Imagination 539] 12504 
Periodicals 1939 1939 
11563 22329 


Giving an average monthly circulation of vols.186! yearly, while that of the year before last though the greatest of all 
the preceding years, had reached to only 1616 vols., which, averaged per month vols. 1393. 


The amount of subscriptions (taking what has been and what remains to be collected*) of the last year is, 
8304 Co.'s Rs., averaging per month 692 Rs., while the sum total of subscriptions of the year before last was Co.'s 
Rs.5635-9-8 pie, giving an average monthly subscription of nearly 453 Rs.. 


It will be perceived from the annexed account** that there is a balance of Rs.1814-2-11 against the Library, 


supposing all demands were to be immediately met, but that it will not now take much time to make it up admits of little 
doubt-— especially as | have observed that the monthly income of the Library increases more in summer than in winter, 
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owing to there being more departures and greater activity of business in the latter season. 


Since the last Annual Meeting, one hundred and seventy rupees have been contributed to the Vested Fund 
and it now amounts to Co.'s Rs.4273. (the Englishman, March 13,1840 reproduced in the Calcutta Monthly Journal 
for March, 1840, pp.178-179.* Corrected in the original.** Not printed in the Cal. Monthly JI.) 

Document-40 


FREE PRESS DINNER’, 1838. 


[82] The Free Press Dinner to Sir Charles Metcalfe, was held on Friday, the 9th Feb., 1838. Mr. Longueville Clarke 
was its Chairman, and Henry Meredith Parker, Esq., was Vice-Chairman. The stewards were — James Pattle, Col. 
Young, Theodore Dickens, Frederick Halliday, Charles Prinsep, Capt. Cockerell, Dr. Ranken, W.C. Hurry, Capt. 
Thompson, Capt. T. {83] Taylor, P.O’Hanlon, Capt. Ferbes, Dr. John Grant, Wilham Spiers, Dr. Goodeve, R.J. 
Bagshaw, William Bracken, R.W.G. Frith, Dwarkanath Tagore, J.F. Leith, W.P. Grant, R.S. Thompson, H. 
Burkinyoung, Prosunno Cumar Tagore, Capt. Vint, Rustomjee Cowasjee, Thomas Holroyd, William Prinsep, Thomas 
Boracken, James Suterland, and William Patrick, Esqs. 


Mr. Longueville Clarke said :— 


“Gentleman ! having briefly alluded to the origin and results of the Freedom of the Press, I now approach the 
immediate object of the toast. The Freedom of the Press in India. (Cheers.) Those who are opposed to it, admit the 
excellency of the institution in other countries, but they alledge, that India is not prepared to receive it, and that 
peculiarities cxist here which makes its introduction dangerous. On this point 1 come to issue at once, and affirm 
broadly, that of all countries, British India requires the Freedom of the Press. (Cheers.) I draw no nice distinctions; I 
admit the local peculiarities which are relied upon, and I assert that it is the existence of these very peculiarities which 
imperatively require that the Press of India should be free. In support of this assertion, I appeal to the former and 
present state of this country, when the Press was restricted, and when the Press is free. Many of you must remember the 
abrogated order of the Sth April 1823, published by Government for the guidance and conduct of Editors. In that they 
were told, that they must not publish nor republish any thing, -- not even from the English papers -- which might 
impugn the conduct or hurt the feelings of the King, or any of the Royal Family — the Court of Directors, or 
Authorities in England connected with India —- the Governor-General, Members of Council, the Judges, Bishops, 
Government Officers, nor disturb the harmony or unanimity of society. If they could have relied on the veracity of the 
small note which followed, true it is, that they had slight reason to complain; for the order gravely assured them, that 
these prohibitions imposed no irksome restrictions on free discussion, or publishing information. (Laughter.) Aye, 
gentlemen, those who only read the order, may well laugh, but the working of it was not calculated to prove a matter of 
mirth to the proprietors of the two journals which were suppressed, or to the two editors who were banished. (Cheers). 
Such, gentlemen, was the state of the country, when the Press was fettered, but what is its state now? Why. the first 
great point is, that we have the same law for the Press here as exists in England. The English who have come to this 
dismal clime, have not left their liberty behind them, and the natives of the soil find that the English have brought 
liberty to them. (Cheers.) I deny, gentlemen, that we are desirous of a partial despotism. Englishmen would banish 
despotism altogether. I deny that we want an atmosphere of liberty of our own; but the liberty which is our birth-right 
we would not {84] part with, and we would share it with our Native fellow subjects. (Loud cheers.) In the present state 
of the country, we do share with them the liberty of the Press, and this is the first contrast between our present and 
former state. The next contrast, gentlemen, is, that a system has been introduced alike beneficial for the governors and 
the governed. For the governors, it is beneficial, for it not only dissipates discontent, but it discloses in the germ by 
exposing the causes by which it is generated. Well did my friend, Mr. Turton say, when speaking from this chair, no 
man commits treason in a newspaper, and well did he allude to the evidence of Sir John Malcolm who disclosed the 
seditious libels which had secretly been circulated among the native soldiery, exciting them to mutiny, and the murder 
of their officers. That, gentlemen, could never have happened in a newspaper. (Cheers.) But, now, gentlemen, let me 
also recall to your recollection the peculiar situation of a Governor-General. In him the fault is not, but it is in the 
system. He may be the wisest, the most talented, and the best of men, yet when he lands on these shores what does he 
knew of the country, the people, their languages, their habits, customs or laws? He has to rule the destinies of eighty 
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millions of people, without possessing those indispensible essential for governing, experience and local knowledge 
He musteither be a useless tool in the hands of those who surround him, or, ifhe be deaf to their advice, his ignorance 15 
his only guide To thts vast evil one remedy has been found, the freemg of the Indian Press If injustice be practised, 
there the injured man can complain, !f suggestions are to be offered, they can be there proclaimed, and canvassed by 
the public who may support their merits, or point out their mutility What were the words of Lord William Bentinck, to 
the deputation of which I formed one I repeat them in the presence of many who heard them with myself “That he had 
derived more information from the Indian Press, of the real state of the country than from all the Councils, all the 
Boards and all the Secretaries by whom he was surrounded (Loud Cheers ) 


Let us now, gentlemen, examine how far the freedom of the Press conduces to the weal of the governed First, 
itconfers on us freedom of discussion, which 1s the birth-right of every free man The Majesty of the people 1s no idle 
phrase, for it rmports that, which 19 really the case, that the true Sovereignty 1s in the Nation and not in the Ruler All 
kings, all governors are in fact but the servants of the State, placed at its head for their talents, their knowledge, and 
their virtues, justly respected for these qualities, and looked up to with gratitude for the bencfits they dispense | abate 
not one tittle from the honour which 1s their due, and yield to no man for the respect in which | hold them Yet 1s the 
government of the State entrusted to their care, not because it 1s their property, not because the people are their serfs or 
slaves, but in order that they may faithfully [85] discharge the duties of governing (Cheers ) Can 1t be endured then, 
that the people for whom they hold therr trusts, are not to question their acts, or that the night of discussing the measures 
of their rulers 1s to be dented to the State for whose service and weal they have been crowned Hence, gentlemen, it 1s, 
that Freedom of discussion 1s a Freeman’s birth-right, and by freeing the Press you benefit the governed, by freeing the 
Press you likewise extend the blessing of knowledge and enlighten the people, — a measure which all allow 1s of vital 
importance to India In those countries where the Press 1s most free, 1s knowledge most diffused It not only imparts 
instruction, but excites to learning, and the man who ts opposed to freeing of the Indian Press, must be the foe to 
enlightening the natives (Loud cheers ) But, gentlemen, a stronger argument still remains The Free Press and you 
strengthen the bond of union between the natives and British subject Free the Press, and you teach the natives what 
European countries are, what England 1s , you make them familtar with your laws, your manners, your arts, your 
science, your comforts, luxuries, wealth and independence, they draw the contrast between the state of things there, 
and in their country here, they perceive the difference between the spear and sword, the rapine and violence of the 
Maharatta and Pindari, and the protection of property and person by law (Laud cheers ) Tell me then, will not the 
native find himself drawn towards the land and the nation who give security and justice in exchange for destruction 
and plunder’? Tell me, will not the bond of union be strengthened? 


Sir Charles Metcalfe’s speech. 


Gentlemen! you have so overwhelmed me with your kindness, that [ find myself quite unable to give 
expression to my teeling, or to return my thanks as I could wish I possess not the eloquence of my friend, the 
President, to unable (enable?) me to do so, but I believe with him, and with you that a Free Press 1s a blessing in any 
country, (much cheering ) and I perfectly concur im all he has said in praise of it as applied to this (Cheers ) We have 
ample proof of the vast benefits accruing from a Free Press in our own country and in America and 1t was on this proof 
that | acted as | did here, respecting the freedom of the Press (Cheers ) I will proceed no further on the subject of the 
emancipation of the Press Were | before another tribunal, | might defend that measure, (deafening cheers) but to do so 
here, 1s evidently quite unnecessary — perfectly superfluous (much cheering ) You are all with me (Cheers ) | shall 
conclude, gentlemen, with thanking you, first for the honor you have done me in inviting me to this party in celebration 
of the freedom of the Press (Cheers ) and, secondly, for the exceeding kindness with which you have just drunk my 
health (Muchcheering ) 


{86] CR Prinsep, said — 


“No true friend of the Press will rest satisfied until he sees it placed under the safe-guard of the sole palladium 
of civil society — Trial by Jury (Much cheering) I see, gentlemen, I have touched a chord that thnills through all your 
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hearts. | am content with that expression of your feelings: but I. can not sit down without drawing your attention to the 
facts that the Press of India enjoys little of that security. It is only in the King’s Courts that it can appeal to a Jury at all, 
and in those Courts that it can appeal to a Jury at all, and in those Courts it has no such appeal except upon a criminal 
charge. All its civil liabilities are left to the absolute discretion of the Judges, which English principles and English 
practice have denounced as a most unsafe tribunal. | have done enough to draw your attention to the necessity of going 
a step further, and obtaining the security of trial by Jury in all cases where the Press is concerned. That point gained all 
will be safe, all will be permanent. Tories may combine against it, Whigs may job, and Benthamites may blunder on. 
The Press shall bring its enemies to the ground one after another, when it shall be enabled to launch its weapons from 
underneath the Aegis of Jury trial.” 


The President then read a letter from Babu Dwarka Nath Tagore, a portion of which runs thus:~— 


My dear Sir, — [I sincerely believe that the liberating of the Press in India is one of the most valuable 
acts ever attempted by the Indian Government; it strengthens their own hands and ears and eyes in 
ruling this vast region, and it is also a guarantee to the people that their rulers mean to govern with 
justice since they are not afraid to let their subjects to judge of their characters. —- Yours &c. (Sd.) 
DWARKANATH TAGORE. 


Mr. HM. Parker, and J.F. Leith proposed the toasts for Babu Dwarka Nath Tagore and Rajah Ram Mahun Roy. 


Babu Prosunno Kumar Tagore’ said:—- Gentlemen, as a friend of the late Raja Ram Mahun Roy, and one who 
was glad to participate, though in a minof degree, in the persecutions he suffered, and as a native of India, I rise to offer 
you my warmest thanks for the honor you have done to the memory of my late lamented friend; and for the interest you 
have expressed for the improvement of my country. When you hear that we complain of omissions on the part of 
Government as regards the improvement of our country and the cause of our education, I wish you not to understand 
that we mean to say, that it has totally neglected to perform its duty, but that it had not done so in this respect as it ought 
and could have done. The day when the distinctions of color, caste, and religion, and the difference between 
conquerors and conquered will [87] be totally banished, is, | am happy to say, fast approaching, when we shall be 
treated not as conquered, but as fellow-subjects of the British crown. (Cheers.) 


Some have thought fit to surmise, that by the diffusion of education among the people of India, the connection 
between her and England will ultimately be dissolved. Those people, | say, are quite wrong, because if gratitude be a 
feeling inherent in human nature, and if education and enlightenment tend to cherish that feeling, how can it be 
asserted that, if India owe to England, her mother country, a heavy debt of gratitude for her enlightenment, that she will 
prove an ungrateful daughter? No, on the contrary, education and allowing to the people of India the exercise of the 
political priviledges regarding the English, as at home, is the surest way of establishing British rule in India on the 
firmest basis. [Although, gentlemen, you perceive but a small number of my countrymen present this evening to do 
honor to the occasion, yet I have reason to believe that it will not be long ere this cause of complaint against them will 
be removed. The day will soon come when in this hall and on such an occasion, your number will not command so 
overwhelming a majority, but rather be in the minority. I cannot, gentlemen, proceed further. Though thoughts | have, | 
have not language sufficient at command to express them. I therefore conclude with again returning you my warmest 
thanks for the honor you have done by the last toast. (Cheers) '}. 


Mr. T. Dickens said:— 
“The end and aim of the Press of India may be well judged by a bare mention of the names of those who were 
engaged in it. Let me recal to you those of Fullerton, of Compton, of John Grant, of William Adam, of James 


Sutherland (may I be pardoned for speaking too of myself as one of those men) of my friend long since gone, Dr. Abel.” 
(Hurkaru, Feb. 12,1838.) 


An Address to Lord Metcalfe 


A public meeting for the purpose of presenting an address on the part of the inhabitants of Calcutta to Lord 


295 


ORIGIN OF THE NATIONAL LIBRARY OF INDIA 


Metcalfe was held on the 9th April 1846, on the occasion of the completion of the Metcalfe Hall, and the erection of His 
Lordship s bust thereon Sir John Grant was in the chair A dinner was held at the Metcalfe Hall on the [3th April, 1846, 
under the presidency of the same gentleman The foundation of the Hall was laid in 1840 (Calcutta Star, April 10, 
1846) 


The Names of the Members of the Committee to vote an 
Address to Lord Metcalfe, G.C.B. 


Earl of Buckland, Sir Edward Ryan, the Right Honorable Holt Mackenzie, the Honorable Mount Stewart 
FIphinstone, Major-General Galloway, C B , Major-General Duncan M’Leod, Mr H T Prinsep, Mr W B Bayley, Mr 
JS Bownrigg, M P, and Dwarka Nath Tagore —(Englishman Sept 5, 1846 ) 


NOTES 


! From Ram Gopal Sanyal’s Reminiscences and Anecdotes of Great Men of India part I, Calcutta, 1895, 
pp 82-87 The biographical sketch of Lord Metcalfe appearing on pages 80-82 has been omitted Some apparent 
printing errors are corrected (in brackets with questiog marks) 


2 The full text of Prosuno Coomar Tagore’s speech has ben printed by J K Majumdar in his Indian Speeches 
and Documents on British Rule 1821-1918 (Calcutta, 1937), pp 49-50 


3 The portion appearing 1n square brackets 1s omitted by Sanyal as his text 1s from the Hurkaru Feb, 12, 1838 
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APPENDIX— II 
Documents on the erection of the METCALFE HALL 


1. CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN GOVERNMENT AND THE COMMITTEE 
{104] HT Prinsep, Esq ,Secy to Govt Genl Dept 


Sir — Under appointment as a Committee for carrying into effect the resolutions of a meeting of inhabitants of 
Calcutta to commemorate that act of the legislative Council which establishes the freedom of the Indta(n) Press, by the 
erection ofa public building to be called the “Metcalfe Library”, — we beg that you will oblige us by submitting to the 
Right Honorable the Governor ot Bengal, that an amount of subscriptions for the above purpose ts raised, which we 
have reason to hope would provide for the erection of a commodious edifice, but which would certainly not be 
adequate to the purchase also of a sufficient quanuty of ground upon which to build it in any eligible situation 


We ate induced therefore to request that Government will liberally extend its aid towards the 
accomplishment of an object of great utility, by granting to the inhabitants a piece of ground upon which to raise this 
monument of public gratitude for one of the earliest acts of Indian legislature 


We take the liberty to suggest, that the whole of the enclosure to the north of the tank in Tank-square, being 
unoccupicd, that space would afford ground for the building, desirable in every respect it being so centrically situated 
as to be accessible to all classes of the community, and most especially to those to whom the establishment of a library 
15 calculated to be of the great service while it 1s at the same time sufficiently retired from the most noisy parts of the 
city and sa situation where a simple but clegant burlding of the kind proposed might be made highly ornamental to the 
place 


The objects of the institution will render it of tmportance to consult the convenience of many classes of 
persons to which we believe no other site would be so [105] well adapted We trust that the consideration will plead as 
ou apology for having taken the liberty to point it out as that which would best answer the purpose contemplated And 
we have further to request that should that ground not be available, His Lordship will be pleased to grant some other 
Spot in that neighbourhood for the erection of the “Metcalfe Public Library” 


We have the honor to be, Sir, / Your most obedient Servants, 


(Sd) J Pattle, W Carr, 
HM Parker, J Kyd, 
») EM Turton, Dwarkanauth Tagore, and 
T Dickens, Russomoy Dutt, 
WN Forbes, 
July 14 1836 
(No 986) 


2. ToJ Pattle, Esquire, 
And others, a committee for carrying into effect the 
resolution of the inhabitants of Calcutta, for the 
erection ofa building, to be called the “Metcalfe Library” 


Gentlemen, — I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 14th instant, soliciting the 
grant of a piece of ground upon which to erect the edifice to be called the “Metcalfe Library”, and suggesting the 
enclosure to the north of the tank in Tank-square as a place well adapted for the purpose, and to request, before the 
Right Honorable “overnor of Bengal can decide whether to allow the proposed building to be erected on the site 
mentioned, that he n ay have the opportunity of inspecting the plan 
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Ihave the honor to be Gentlemen 


General Department, Your most obedient servant, 
Fort William, the H T Prinsep, 
20th July, 1836 Secretary to Government 


3. H T Prinsep, Esq 
Secy toGovt ,Gen! Dept 


Sir, -- We have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 20th ultimo, and, as requested, to 
hand you herewith a plan for the proposed “Metcalfe Library”, which has been drawn by a professional builder with 
reference to the extent of funds that will be at our disposal 


In laying this plan betore the Right Honorable the Governor of Bengal, we shall be obliged by your explaining 
that tt 1s submitted solely as exhibiting the scale of building, which the subscriptions would enable us to erect The plan 
itself has not been decided upon nor considered with reference to eventual adoption, as it 1s our mtention, should the 
Right Honorable the Governor of Bengal accede to the request contained 1n our letter of the 14th ultimo, to advertise 
publicly inviting plans and tenders This however we should not feel fully at liberty to do until we are favoured with the 
reply of Government to our request 


We have the honor to be, /Sir, your most obedient servants 
(Sd) T Dickens, TE M Turton, WN Forbes, Dwarkanauth Tagore, 
J Kyd, W Carr, H M Parker, Russomoy Dutt, J Pattle 


Calcutta, 11th August 1836 


4 (No 1264) 


To J Pattle, Esq , 
And others forming a Committee for carrying into effect the resolution of the inhabitants of Calcutta for the 
erection of a building to be called the “Metcalfe Library” 


Gentlemen, —~ With reference to your letter of the 11th ultimo, and to the previous correspondence on the 
subject of the “Metcalfe Library”, I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor of Bengal, to inform you that His 
Lordship has obtained a report from the civil architect upon the site in Tank-square which has been requested for the 
“Metcalfe Building”, and though objections have been stated to the proposed appropriation of the ground 1n question, 
yet it appears to his Lordship to be the most eligible of the sites which have been pointed out and that which may be 
most properly disposed of 


2 His Lordship has also learnt with much pleasure that the Curators of the Public Library are of opinion that it 
would be of great benefit to their institution to have the use of such a building, and looking therefore to the just and 
liberal feeling with which the subscribers to its foundation have come forward, and to the general advantage which 
will be derived from a public library, they will be willing to waive all objection, and to grant to the committee the site in 
question as soon as he shall be satisfied that a sufficient and substantial building will be erected upon it on condition, in 
consideration of the inhabitants of the square, that the building do not exceed one story in height and that it be 
appropriated to no other purpose than to that ofa library open upon liberal conditions to the public 


3 The plan is herewith returned 

General Department, I have the honor to be, Gentlemen, 
For William, Your most obedient servant, 
The 28th Sept 1836 H T Prinsep, Secy to Govt 
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(No. 411) 


To J. Pattle, Esq. 
Andothers ............c “Metcalfe Library”. 


Gentlemen, — With reference to my letter, No. 1264, dated the 28th September last, ] am directed by the Right 
Hon’ble the Governor of Bengal to transmit for your information copies of correspondence noted in the margin by Mr. 
E.D. Barwell, on the subject of the assignment of a piece of ground in Tank-square for the site ofa public library, and to 

Letter from Mr. Barwell dated state that His Lordship leaves it to you to determine whether with 
24th Feb. 1837 reference to these objections and claims you think it advisable to persist 


Ditto to Ditto dated Ist March : . mot: ‘ 
ofthis s 7 
Dita-drcns dito dated eeditta in the selection of this spot for the proposed edifice 


Ditto to ditto dated 8th ditta 


have the honor to be, Gentlemen, 
General Dept. Your most obedient servant, 
Fort William, H.T. Prinsep, Secy. to Govt. 
the 8th March, 1837. 


6. H.T. Prinsep, Esq., Secy. to Govt. &c. &c, 


Sir, — Understanding that application has been made to Government for the assignment of a piece of ground 
within the enclosure on the north side of Tank-square, to be appropriated to the erection of a public library, I take the 
liberty of addressing you for the purpose of soliciting information, whether it is intended to comply with the 
application, and should such a measure be contemplated, | would humbly request permission to bring to its notice 
circumstances which I would, | trust, induce the Government not to grant the assignment in question. 


Ihave , &c 
2, Old Post Office Street, (Signed) E.D. Barwell 
February 24th, 1837. Advocate of Supreme Court. 


6A. (No. 349) 
To E.D. Barwell, Esq. 


Sir, — I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor of Bengal to acknowledge the receipt of your [106] 
letter dated the 24 ultimo, relative to the piece of ground on the north side to Tank-square to be appropriated for the 
erection of a public library, and in reply to communicate to you a copy of the letter addressed under His Lordship’s 
orders to the committee for erecting a public library under date the 28th September last. 


2: The right Honorable the Governor of Bengal cannot believe, that an ornamental building of the kind proposed 
to be erected under the conditions imposed by His Lordship would be other than an improvement to the square, and to 
the property in the neighbourhood. 


3. His Lordship will, however, be prepared to receive and give attention to any objection that may be urged by 
yourself or any other parties interested. 


General Department, Jam, &c. 
Fort William, (Signed) H.T. Prinsep, Secy. to Govt. 
March 1, 1837. 
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7. JoH Ef Prinsep Esq Secy toGovernment 


Sir— I was honored on the afternoon of the 4th ultimo with the receipt of your letter bearing date of the Ist of 
March, and relating to the proposed assignment of 4 piece of ground in Tank-square for the site ofa public library 


As to the mere question of local improvement, it would 11] become me to venture an opinion in opposition to 
the one so strongly intrmated by His Lordship, the Right Honorable the Governor of Bengal, but I certainly was not 
without apprehension, that the sale of the property called Writer’s Buildings, which has for a length of time been 
contemplated, would be materially prejudiced by a structure raised so immediately im front of it 


T have, however much more forcible object to submit to the consideration of His I ordship, 172 , that the title to 
the ground proposed to be granted 1s (unless they have been divested of it in some way of which both the other member 
of my family in this country and myselt are 1gnorant) in the trustees of the will of Mr Richard Barwell, fonnerly of 
Calcutta and of Stansted Park, in the County of Sussex it will not, | apprehend be necessary at present for me to 
disclose, this title further than to state, that up to this time Mr Richard Barwell’s estate, pays the ground rent to 
Government for upwards of eight beegas north of the tank and south of the great road 1unning in front of the Writer’s 
Buildings, as will appear by entries in the office of the Collector of Calcutta I also find, on searching among some old 
papers, that reference 1s made to an agreement by Thos Lyons (from whom Mr Barwell purchased the property) not to 
erect a second range of buildings south of the 19 houses during the lease No 52 to which Mr Barwell was bound This 
agreement I presume, remained in force during the subsequent tenancy of the buildings by the Company, which 
tenancy as to greater part of the premises ceased with the expiration of the last charter 


I have to beg that you will convey to His Lordship, my humble and thankful acknowledgments for the 
readiness with which he has accorded the request contained in my former letter and hope that the nature of my present 
communication may be such, as to convince Hs Lordship, that I have not been guilty ofany wanton intrusion upon his 
valuable time, should he require further information, and be pleased to allow me the honor of an interview I might put 
him in possession of what title | know about the matter, in a shorter time than it would take to commit the same to 
writing 


2, Post Office-Street, Thave &c 
6th March, 1837 (Signed) E D Barwell 
8. 


ToE D Barwell, Esq 


Sir, — Your letter dated the 6th instant, has been laid before the Right Hon ble the Governor of Bengal, and I 
am directed in reply to state that the circumstances mentioned by you in respect to the title of the ground, within the 
enclosure of Tank-square, north of the tank, will be made the subject of particular enquiry, and in the riean time the 
Committee appointed to carry into effect the resolution of the inhabitants of Calcutta, for the erection of a ouilding to 
be called the “Metcalfe Library”, will be made acquainted with the nature of the objections and claims preferred by 
you 


lam, &¢ 
General Department, (Signed) H T Prinsep, Secy to Govt 
Fort William, 8th March, 1837 (True Copies) 


H T Prinsep, Secy to Govt 
[Courier Feb 5} 
9. ToH T Prinsep Esq , Secretary to Government, General Department 


Sir, — We have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th instant No 411, to the address of 
James Pattle, Esq and others forming a committee &c transmitting copies of correspondence with Mr E D Barwell 
on the subject of a prece of ground in Tank-square, for the site of the public library, and stating that the Right Honorable 
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the Governor of Bengal has been pleased to leave it to the committee for the proposed edifice to determine whether 
(they) consider it advisable to persist in the selection of the spot in question. 


We are directed by the committee for the Metcalfe Library to reply to your favour above quoted, and to request 
you will be so good as to submit to His Lordship their wish to adhere to the selection referred to; since they cannot find 
any situation in Calcutta so well adapted in every way for the purpose as the one referred to in Tank-square. The 
committee, therefore, solicits that His Lordship will obligingly authorize the proper Government officers to put us in 
possession, that the further necessary steps for the proposed building may be adopted. 


We have the honor, to be, Sir, your most obedient servants, 


Calcutta, 25th (Signed) Carr, Tagore and Co. 
March, 1837. Secys. to the Committee for the Metcalfe Library Building. 


10. To H.T. Prinsep, Esq., 
Secretary to Government, General Department. 


Sir, — By direction of the committee of the Metcalfe Library Building, we take the liberty to beg your 
attention to our letter of the 25th March last, and as we have not received any communication from the proper 
Government officers, who we anticipated would put us in possession of the spot of ground in Tank-square, selected for 
the site of the proposed building we solicit the favour of your intimating to us the necessary measures to be taken, and 
the authority to be applied to for the purpose contemplated, the committee having, in obedience to the desire expressed 
by the Right Honorable the Governor of Bengal, submitted their wish to adhere to the selection of the ground referred 
to, no better situation in Calcutta occurring to them. 


We have the honor, to be, Sir, 


Calcutta, Your most obedient servants, 
10th July, 1837. (Signed) Carr, Tagore and Co., 
Secys. to the Committee for the Metcalfe Library 
Building. 
[107] 
11. No. 986 


To Messrs. Carr, Tagore and Co., 
Secretaries to the Committee for the Metcalfe Library Building. 


Gentlemen, — I am directed by the Right Hon. the Governor of Bengal to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letters, dated the 26th March last, and 1 0th instant, on the subject of the piece of ground in Tank-square, selected for 
building the edifice for the “Metcalfe Library”, and in reply to state, that the matter has been referred to the 
Government law officers. 


Gen. Dept. Iam, Gentlemen, your obedt. Servt., 


Fort William H.T. Prinsep, Secy. to Govt. 
the 12th July, 1837. 


12. ToH.T. Prinsep, Esq., Secy. to Government, 
General Department. 


Sir, — We have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 12th instant, informing us that our 
application on behalf of the Committee to be put in possession of the ground in Tank-square selected for the site of the 
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proposed building of the Metcalfe Library, has been referred to the Government Law officers. 


In reply the Committee authorize us to solicit that should any difficulty or inconvenience present itself in 
making over the spot of ground referred to , for the purpose contemplated, that Government will be pleased to point out 
any other spot where they can accord sufficient room for the erection of the proposed edifice. 


Calcutta, Weare, &c. 
2d August 1837. (Signed) Carr, Tagore and Co. 
Secys. to the Com. for the M.L.B. 


13. No. 193 


To Messrs. Carr, Tagore &Co., 
Secretaries to the Committee for the Metcalfe Library Building. 


Gentlemen, — Your letter dated the 2d instant to Mr. Secretary Prinsep having been referred to me to learn 
whether I can suggest any other ground for the Metcalfe Library Building than the position first proposed for it in 
Tank-square, previous to making my report to Government on this subject, 1 am desirous of being informed whether 
your Committee can point out any situation that would be eligible for such a structure, as | am not aware of any ground 
belonging to Government, that is not used for public purpose, and the giving up of which would not be attended with 
inconvenience. 


Fort William, T have the honor to be, Gentlemen, 
Aug. 16, 1837. Your obedient servant, 
W.R. Fitzgerald, Civil Architect. 


14. (To) 
Capt. W.R. Fitzgerald, Civil Architect. 


Sir, — We have to apologize for the unaccountable delay which has taken place, in replying to your letter of the 
16th August last. 


The Committee for the “Metcalfe Library” request us to state with reference to your communication, that they 
would b content and thankful did the Government permit them to building the proposed edifice on the semicircular 
space of ground before the Town-Hall, or opposite to the Ochterlony monument, immediately to the south of the 
Durrumtollah tank, opening upon the new cross road, or adjoining to the new reservoir near Chandpaul ghaut. 


You will obilige us by ascertaining the pleasure of Government on this communication, and informing us at 
your earliest convenience of its decision. 


Calcutta, Weare, &c. 
21st Oct. 1837. Carr, Tagore and Co., Secs. 
15. No. 332 


To Messrs. Carr, Tagore and Co., Calcutta. 


Gentlemen, — Your letter dated the 21st ult. to my address, having been submitted for the orders of 
Government, I beg to forward a copy of Mr. Secretary Prinsep’s reply to my communication, for the information of the 
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Metcalfe Library Committee. 


Fort William, [have the honor to be, Gentlemen. 
9th Nov. 1837 Your obedient servant, 
W.R. FITZGERALD, Civil Architect. 


16. No. 1486 
To Captain W.R. Fitzgerald, Civil Architect. 


Sir, — I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letters, dated the 4th and 25th ultimo, the latter 
enclosing the copy of a letter from the Secretaries to the Metcalfe Library Committee to your address, proposing the 
semi-circular spot of ground before the Town Hall, or opposite to Ochterlony monument, immediately to the south of 
the Durrumtollah tank opening upon the new cross road, or adjoining to the new Reservoir near Chaundpaul ghaut, as 
sites on which to erect the Library. 


2; In reply I am directed to state, that the Deputy Governor of Bengal cannot consent to assign ground beyond the 
existing line of buildings towards the Esplanade of the fort. : 


General Department, Fort William, Tam, &c. &c. 
the Ist Nov. 1837. (Signed) H.T. Prinsep, Secy. to Govt. 


(True Copy) W. R. Fitzgerald, Civil Architect. 
(The Englishman, Feb. 6, 1838) (Calcutta Monthly Journal for February 1838, pp. 104-107). 


17. THE METCALFE LIBRARY MEETING 


A meeting of Subscribers to the Metcalfe Library Building was held yesterday (Nov. 29, 1838) afternoon, at 
the Town Hall, when it appeared, that the amount of subscriptions realized, was Co. Rs. 10,782-13-3 — unrealized 
about Co. Rs. 1,200. Allusion was also made to a sum of about 4,000 Rs. from the vested fund of the public Library 
Society. 


After some discussion, the following resolution was proposed and carried unanimously. 


Resolved, — That the Committee shall place itself in communication with the Public Library Committee, to 
ascertain whether the Public Library Society will transfer their vested funds for the purpose of assisting in the erection 
of the Metcalfe Library Building, on the terms of the Resolution of the first public meeting held at the Town Hall on 
Thursday the 20th August 1835. 


That in the event of the Public Library Meeting assenting to the above proposition, application be made to 
Government for the necessary extent of ground on either side of and to the north of the building which contains Lord 
Hasting’s statue. 


That in the event of Government refusing the ground applied for, the money subscribed to the Metcalfe 
Library Building be returned to such subscribers as may apply for their subscriptions within one year from the date ofa 
regular notice to that effect. 

That the Committee be instructed to appropriate any unclaimed amount to some public testimonial in honor of 
Sir Charles Metcalfe, and of the occasion of the subscription, as may appear to them advisable. 


P. O’HANLON, Chairman 
Thanks were voted to the Chairman and the meeting dissolved. (Harkaru November 30,) 1838as quoted in the 
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Calcutta Monthly Journal for December 1838, p. 576). 


18. (METCALFE LIBRARY) 


..At a meeting of subscribers to the Metcalfe Library Building, it appeared that the amount of subscriptions 
realized was Co.’s Rs. 10,782-13-3; when it was resolved, “That the committee shall place itself in communication 
with the Public Library Committee, to ascertain, whether the Public Library Society will transfer their vested funds for 
the purpose of assisting in the erection of the Metcalfe Library Building, on the terms of the resolution of the first 
public meeting held at the Town Hall, on Thursday, the 20th August 1835; and that, in the event of the Public Library 
meeting assenting to the above proposition, application be made to Government for the necessary extent of ground on 
either side of and to the north of the building, which contains Lord Hastings’ statue.” (Asiatic Journal, vol. 8 for 
January-April 1839, Asiatic Intelligence, Calcutta, Excerpta, p. 199). 


19. METCALFE LIBRARY BUILDING FUND 


A letter from Agra, dated December the 19th states, that at a meeting held at the station rooms on the morning 
of that day, it was determined, on the condition of the assent of subscribers being obtained, to hand over the Metcalfe 
subscription to the Metcalfe Library Fund, should the Calcutta Committee not object. The ground upon which this 
decision was come to, was, that the funds collected are insufficient for the original purpose of the subscribers, viz., that 
of erecting a statue and presenting a service of plate. In order, however, to carry out part of the original plan, it is 
stipulated that a bust of Sir C. Metcalfe shall be placed in the Library building; which stipulation completely squares 
with the wishés and early intentions of the supporters of the Building Scheme. (Calcutta Monthly Journal for January 
1839, Miscellanea, p. 62.) 


20. (METCALFE LIBRARY BUILDING FUND) 


[173] The following resolution was passed at the Metcalfe testimonial meeting, held on the 13th instant 
(March 1839 - Benares) : — 


That with the view to meet the wishes of several of the subscribers in the North-Western Provinces, to the 
Metcalfe Testimonial, disapproving and opposing the suggested transfer of the whole Funds, to the Metcalfe Building 
in Calcutta, and with reference to the recorded resolutions, passed at former Meetings, this Meeting are of opinion, that 
so much of the resolution of the last Meeting, stipulating that a Bust of Sir Charles Metcalfe, to put up in the Calcutta 
Library Building, be modified and that the amount estimated as the cost of the Bust or 6,000 rupees, be appropriated to 
the building at Agra, to be termed the Metcalfe Testimonial! for the North Western [174] Provinces in which the Agra 
Public Library shall be deposited, and that the remainder of the subscription after deducting the said sum, 6,000 
rupees, be forthwith remitted to the Secretary of the Metcalfe Fund Committee, to be added to the Metcalfe Library 
Building Fund, and that the subscribers be again solicited for the payment of their subscriptions outstanding, that the 
accounts may be finally adjusted as here is determined, that the following committee be appointed to superintend and 
decide on the building of the Metcalfe Testimonial for the North Western Provinces. Major Terraneau, Mr. Hamilton, 
Mr. Wells, Mr. Morland, Dr. Duncan, Mr. G.J. Gordon, Capt. the Hon’ble H. Dalzell (Calcutta Monthly Journal for 
March 1839 — Mofussil, Benares, pp. 173-174). 


21. METCALFE TESTIMONIAL 


The following resolutions were adopted, at a meeting of the subscribers to the Metcalfe Library, held on the 30th of 
April. 


Ist.— That as the fund now vested in the Union Bank was subscribed for the purpose of erecting, in the first instance, 
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in the capital of British India, a Testimonial to Sir Charles Metcalfe, it should be inexpedient to depart from the original 
intention. 


2nd. — That the Committee be requested to communicate with the two committees of the Public Library and the 
Metcalfe Library Building, for the purposes, if practicable of uniting their respective funds to procure the erection ofa 
building which may combine the objects of the Testimonial and a Public Library, and in which a marble bust of 
Sir Charles Metcalfe shall be placed. 


3rd. — That if the object of the Ist resolution cannot be effected, the Committee procure a full length portrait and a 
marble bust of Sir Charles Metcalfe, to be placed in some public building. (Calcutta Monthly Journal for May, 1839, p. 
281). 


22. PUBLIC LIBRARY — AGRI-HORTICULTURALSOCIETY. 


It is said, that Government propose devoting upon certain terms, the buildings and scite of the present Sailor’s 
Home, for the purpose of erecting the Rooms of the Public Library and of the Agri-Horticultural Society. (Calcutta 
Monthly Journal for March, 1840, p. 291). 


23. (METCALFE BUILDING) 


From the proceedings of the General Meeting of the Agricultural and Horticultural Society of India held on 
Wednesday, the 10th June 1840. 


The Hon’ble President (Sir Edward Ryan) begged to claim precedence of the notice of motion which stood for 
discussion in order to call the attention of the meeting to the nature of the arrangement which had been made relative to 
the contemplated new building. The reply of the Right Hon’ble the Governor of Bengal had been received, and 
although the site on the S.E. Corner of Tank Square, asked for had not been granted, for reasons which were assigned 
by his Lordship, yet the piece of ground on which the decayed building now used as a Sailor’s home stands, was placed 
at the disposal of the joint Institutions, on whose behalf the application had been made. The letter from the Right 
Hon’ble the Governor conceding the grant was in the following terms. 


To, 

Longueville Clarke, Esq. 

Secretary to the Joint Committee of Agricultural and 
Horticultural Society of India, the Calcutta Public Library. 
the Subscribers to the Metcalfe Testimonial, and the 
Subscribers to the Metcalfe Library Building Fund. 


General Dept. 


Sir, — I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 14th February, soliciting on the part of 
the above mentioned societies the grant of a piece of ground for the erection thereon of a suitable building for 
the use of the Agricultural and Horticultural Society of India, and for the Calcutta Public Library; a Bust of 
Sir Chas. Metcalfe to be placed in a conspicuous part of the edifice, towards the expences of which the 
subscribers to the Metcalfe Testimonial and Metcalfe Library Building Fund are to contribute largely. 


“The Right Hon'ble the Governor is unable to comply with the application in your letter for a portion of the 
ground at the South East corner of the enclosure of Tank Square, as he is of opinion that those spaces of the 
town which are appropriated to light and to ventilation, ought not to be given up for purposes of building; but 
his Lordship is willing to make over to the Official Trustees and their successors, of the societies represented 
by your committee, the piece of ground at the South West corner of Hare-street, upon which there is at present 
standing a building rapidly falling into decay, which has been temporarily appropriated to the ‘Sailor’s 
Home’. 
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“The only condition which the Government desire to make in regard to this ground are as follows: 


“That the Edifice to be erected shall the ornamental and substantial, and that on the failure of its being 
maintained in repair, the ground shall revert to the Government or at least that the building shall not without 
the consent of the Government be alienable to other purpose than those set forth in the present correspondence. 
The Society of the ‘Sailor’s Home’ has been requested to vacate the building so occupied as to allow of your 
committee commencing your operations early in July.” 


Fort William, Ihave, &c. (Signed) G.A. Bushby 
May 27th 1840 Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal. 


(345] Ata former Meeting the sum of 10,000 rupees had been voted out of the funds of the society, and what now 
remained to be done was to transfer the money to Union Bank for the purposes for which it was designed. The Hon’ble 
the President said that he should therefore propose “that the sum set apart for the purpose of the contemplated building 
be transferred to the Union Bank, to be lodged in the name of Messrs. Parker, W.P. Grant, Longueville Clarke and Dr. 
Spry, who are a Finance Committee appointed” by the social (special?) Building Committee for the distribution of the 
Joint Funds, and to be by them applied for the purposes of the “Metcalfe Hall”, which was the designation, that the 
Special Building had resolved should be given to the structure. 


This proposition was duly seconded by Dr. Wallich, put, and carried unanimously. 


In connection with this subject, the President said there was another circumstance which he wished to 
mention. The plan as originally designed was drafted under the supposition that the site in the Tank Square might have 
been granted. The altered locality intailed the necessity of modifying the plan and forming fresh estimates. The 
estimate now given amounted to 48,000, to meet which the joint subscription did not exceed 43,000 and he should, 
therefore, recommend that assistance should be asked by way of subscription from the Members, all of whom, whether 
residing in the interior or in town, he felt assured would feel equally interested in seeing a building erected for the 
purposes of the Society. The proposition met with approbation, and on passing a paper round the table the sum of 
3, 714 rupees was subscribed for at once. (Hurkaru, June 16, 1840 quoted by the Calcutta Monthly Journal for 
June, 1840, p. 344). 


24, THE METCALFE BUILDING 


The building, under the amateur superintendence of Mr. Robison, is likely much sooner to be completed than 
might be expected. The old house has already been razed and the ground for the foundation nearly altogether dug up. 
There is said to be some bad ground on the site to find out the locality of which, they are at present excavating the place. 
The foundation stone will be laid in November, by the Right Worshipful Grand Master of Bengal, aided by that 
excellent master, R. W. Grand Master of Bombay. (Calcutta Monthly Journal for September, 1840, p. 533). 


25. THE METCALFE BUILDING 
The Grand Masonic precession that was to have marched on the 5th proximo to perform the ceremony of 


laying the foundation stone, of the Metcalfe Building, had been unavoidably postponed to the 19th of the month. 
(Calcutta Monthly Journal for December 1840, Miscellanea, p. 714). 
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26. MASONIC PROCESSION 
[686] Foundation stone of the Metcalfe Hall, Saturday, the 19th Dec. 1840. 


On Saturday last, the north east corer stone of the Metcalfe Hall was laid with masonic formality, by the R.W. 
the Provincial Grand Master of Bengal, John Grant, Esq., assisted by the R.W. the Provincial Grand Master of 
Bombay, James Burnes, K.H., the P.D. G. Master of Bengal, W.C. Blacquiere, Esq., and the dignitaries of the craft, — 
in the presence of the Governor-General, the Misses Eden, the Committee of the Building, the Magistrates of Calcutta, 
a deputation of the Agri-Horticultural Society, and an immense assemblage of several thousand spectators, of all 
denominations and classes. Seats were placed in amphitheatres, under decorated canopies, for the accommodation of 
the ladies, about two hundred of whom were collected under the tents only. 


The Provincial Grand Lodge, the several private Lodges of Calcutta and Dum-Dum, amounting in all to three 
hundred and fifty members, assembled at Free Masons’ Hall, and thence proceeded to the site of the intended hall in 
the following order:— : 


Two Tylers with drawn Swords. / Music. / Brethren not attached to Lodges, two ad two./ St. John’s Lodge, / 
Lodge Courage with Humanity./Lodges Anchor and Hope. / Marine Lodge./ Lodge Humility with Fortitude./ Lodge 
True Friendship./ Lodge Industry ad Perseverance./ Lodge Star in the East./ Lodge Star was preceded by its Tyler and 
Banner./ Members two and two, juniors first./ Grand Steward’s Lodge./ Builder Brother Gray with the Mallet./ P.G. 
Organist Br. Linton. / P. Grand Supt. Of Works, Br. Clapperton with / Compasse./ Architect of the Building C.K. 
Robison, Esq., with the Plan./ P.G. Director of the Ceremonies, Br. F.W. Birch / with Comucopia. / P.G.S. Deacon, Br. 
H.B. Henderson, with silver / cup of wine./ P.G.J. Deacon, Br. Egerton, with cup of oil. /P.G. Secretary, Br. Grant, with 
Book of Constitutions. / P.G. Registrar, Br. Smith, with the inscribed Plate. / P. G. Treasurer, Br. King, with the bottle of 
coins./ P.G. Junior Warden, Br. Burlton, with the Plumb/ Steward with Wand. Steward with Wand. /Banner of P.G. 
Lodge./P.S.G. Warden with level/ Steward with wand. Steward with wand./ Volume of the Sacred Law on a velvet 
cushion. / Dep. P.G. Master R.W. Br. W. C. Blacquiere. / Armorial Banner of P.G.M. of Bombay./ Armorial Banner of 
P.G.M. of Bengal./ P. Grand Sword Bearer, Br. R.S. Thomson. /P.G. Master of Bombay R.W. Br. J. Burnes, K.H.,/P.G. 
Master of Bengal R.W. Br. J. Grant./ Two Stewards with wands. / Grand Tyler with drawn Swords./ Two Peace 
Officers with Staves. 


On the Procession reaching the ground it halted and faced inwards, forming a broad Jane, through which the 
Grand Lodge passed to the East of the Foundation stone, where there were a platform and three chairs for the P. and 
Dep. P. Grand Masters, the officers of the Grand Lodge ranging themselves on either side and in rear of the three chairs. 


The Magistrate(s?) of Calcutta and the Committee of the Metcalfe Building and Agri-Horticultural Society 
met the Grand Lodge on the ground and proceeded to their respective places, the Magistrates on the South and the 
Committee on the North of the Stone, where they found chairs placed for them indicated by flags. 


The Brethren of the Lodges ranged themselves two deep in the places indicated to them by yellow flags. 


The P.G. Masters having seated themselves, the Music played, and the Architect of the Building, C.K. 
Robison, Esq. presented the plan to the P.G. Master [687] of Bengal. The Registrar and Treasurer also presented the 
inscribed Plate and Coins. 


The P.G. Master of Bengal, accompanied by the P.G.M. of Bombay, the D.P.G. Master, Br. Blacquiere, and the 
Grand Wardens, then submitted the Plan, the Plate and the coins for the inspection of the Right Honorable the 
Governor General and Honorable the Misses Eden. 


The plate, plan, &c., having been inspected by his Lordship and the Misses Eden, the Provincial Grand Master 


of Bengal expressed to Lord Auckland the deep sense which himself and the Masons present felt of the honor which his 
Lordship and the Misses Eden had done them by their presence at the ceremony. 
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The inscription on the Plate was then read aloud by the D.P.G. Master Br. Blacquiere, and the Plan returned to 
the Architcct. 


The following is the inscription:— 
In the Reign of 
HER MOST GRACIOUS MAJESTY 
VICTORIA, 
And under the auspices of the 
EARL OF AUCKLAND, 
Governor General of India 
THE FOUNDATION STONE OF 
THE METCALFE HALL, 
Was laid with Masonic Honors 
By 
JOHN GRANT, Esq. 
Provincial Grand Master of Bengal and its Territories, 
Assisted by 
JAMES BURNES, K.H. 
Provincial Grand Master of Western India. 


W.C. Blacquiere, Esq., Past D.P.G.M. Bengal, 
Sir Edward Ryan, Kt., P.G.S.W., 
Major W. Burlton, P.G.J.W., 
And a highly numerous and respectable convocation of the craft. 


On Saturday the nineteenth day of December, 
_ Inthe year of our Lord 1840 
In the Aera of Masonry 4840. 


THIS EDIFICE 
Was erected as a testimony of respect to 
SIR CHARLES THEOPHILUS METCALFE 
Who on the 15th day of Sept. in the year of our Lord 
1835, 
In virtue of the Authority as Governor-General of India, 
And with a generous and Inlightened regard 
For the cause of truth and interests of mankind 
GAVE LIBERTY TO THE PRESS OF INDIA. 


THESE WALLS 
Will not merely record a name 
That can never be forgotten; 
But receive and preserve 
A PUBLIC LIBRARY 
And the 
MUSUEM, 
Of the Agricultural and Horticultural 
Society of India, 

And thereby contribute to the public Good, 
An object of the dearest importance 
To the liberal mind and Benevolent Heart 
of 
SIR CHARLES METCALFE. 
[On the reverse of the Plate] 
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The funds for the erection of this Edifice were raised chiefly by public subscription. The valuable piece of 
ground on which it stands, was the munificent grant of the RIGHT HONORABLE THE EARL OF 
AUCKLAND, GOVERNOR OF BENGAL, who is ever ready to support the interests of the people , now 
happily under his administration, and to foster every undertaking that may benefit or adorn the City of 
Calcutta. 
The building was designed by C.K. Robison, Esq. 
Magistrate of Calcutta 
And built by Messrs. Burn ad Company. 


The Provincial G. Masters and the Dep. P.G. Master with Grand Officers then descended into the trench, and 
the Stone having been raised by the united aid of the Brethren from the different Lodges, appointed for the purpose, the 
Deputy Grand Master Br. Blacquiere, deposited the coins and the inscribed Plate in their respective places and spread 
the cement, which was handed to him with a trowel, in a manner that might have served a lesson to most of the 
operative masons of Bengal, after which the stone was lowered into its destined bed, conducted by the Deputy P.G. 
Master, Br. Blacqutere -- - solemn Music playing. 


The P.G.M. for Bengal, after stating that this occasion was peculiarly auspicious as being on which two 
Provincial Grand Masters in India had ever stood together by the same foundation stone, and congratulated himself on 
being supported by brother Burnes, ~~ addressed the latter as follows: : 


‘R.W. Colleague of Western Inda, we shall now apply the various implements of our Royal Craft bore by the 
Grand Officers of Bengal, to this stone, that it may be laid on its bed according to the rules of architecture, and in 
conformity with our ancient rites and usages’. To which brother Burnes replied. ‘R.W. Brother, my pride and 
gratification are complete that | have the honor to stand by you now, and to assist in an undertaking which has for its 
object the further embellishment of Calcutta.’ 


The P. Grand Masters and the Deputy then standing on the Eastern side of the stone, the P.G. Warden’ on the 
Western side, the Masters on the South, and the Committee of the Building, on the north. The P.G.M. for Bengal 
addressing brother Burlton said, R.W.J.G. Warden, what is the emblem of your office?’ to which the reply was, ‘The 
Plumb, R.W. Sir, and I now present it for your use.’ The Level and Square having been in the same manner presented by 
Sir Edward Ryan and brother Blacquiere, and the stone having been proved by these implements — the Builder Br. 
Gray, then handed the mallet with which each of the P.G. Masters struck the stone three times, and P.G.M. of Bengal, 
saying, “May the Great Architect, of the Universe grant a blessing on this stone [688] which we have now laid, and that 
we may be enabled by his Providence to finish this and every other virtuous undertaking. 


The Grand Officers gave the usual response and the Masonic honors. The Cornucopia and cups of wine and oil 
were then presented by the respective bearers, through the P.G. Wardens and the D.P.G. Master to the P.G. Master of 
Bengal, who having poured them all on the stone said: 


“May the all bounteous author of nature bless this city with abundance of corn, wine and oil and with all the 
necessary convenience and comforts of life.” The Brethren again gave the usual response and the Masonic honors. 


The stone having been laid, &c., the Provincial Grand Master of Bengal, Br. J. Grant, spoke as follows: 


Gentlemen of the Committee of the Metcalfe Testimonial, — I believe | am not assuming too much upon 
myself in saying, that the public are much indebted to you, for the great trouble you have so long kindly taken, and the 
judicious and able manner, in which you have, to the best of your power, fulfilled the wishes of the Subscribers to the 
Metcalfe Fund, in furtherance of the object they had in view. On the part of the Free Masons of Calcutta again, I have to 
express our thankful appreciation of the excellent arrangements you have made in aid of the fraternity, and to enable 
them to conduct the ceremony, of laying the foundation stone of the intended building, in a proper manner. 


My Lord Auckland, Miss Eden, Miss Frances Eden, and Ladies and Gentlemen, —- It is a very different thing to 
address an assemblage like this, under the blue canopy of the sky, and to throw off an unpremeditated speech, at a 
social convocation of the Fraternity in their own Hall; supported as I should be in the latter case by the sense of feelings 
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common to us all, and the conviction of a relative sympathy And yet have we not a communtty of feelings and interests 
even here’ | am very sensible that there are present many of the Masonic Fraternity who would appear before you to 
much greater advantage than myself, but poor spirited must be the man who, being called upon to perform so 
honorable a duty, would shrink from it, formidable as 1t may be to address so numerous and highly respectable an 
assembly, comprising 1n itself, all that 1s emmment in rank and station, no less than the beauty, grace, elegance and 
intelligence of the British Metropolis of the East Poorer still must be the man — (and here I am not unconscious that I 
may be testifying to my own deficiency) — who would not kindle into some animation of sentiment, on the occasion 
of so auspicious and noble a solemnity, as that which has brought us together 


It has been always the custom of Masons, from the highest antiquity, to lay the foundations of certain edifices, 
with a solemn and significant ceremonial You will find in the sacred records allusion to the chief stone of the Corner, 
that 1s to say of the North-East comer, for it was at that point that Masons have ever begun to build — and this chief 
stone has always been laid upon a sure and firm foundation, with an invocation, before all the people, for the blessing 
of the Great Architect of Heaven and Earth, without which no undertaking can succeed, no work prosper I have said 
that the ceremonial was a significant one, for you have seen me pour forth upon this stone, corn, wine and oil — 
eloquent types of the goodness and bounty of all-wise Providence! and this we have done im a spint of deep 
thankfulness for the blessings that we have enjoyed in time past, and of humble hope for a continuance of abundance 
and mercy in time to come 


You have heard from the inscription read by my venerable fnend, that the building now founded, will be the 
chosen place for matured deliberation upon the best modes of improving agricultural resources of India In a country 
subject to vicissitudes of the seasons, that sometimes bring famine and pestilence in their train, whatever tends to 
mitigate such evils by multiplying produce as much as possible on every available point and to bring waste land into 
cultivation must be considered tn the light ofa public benefit But it 1s (not) merely the sustentation of life and physical 
com(fort) that the Metcalfe Hall may prove instrumental in (ame)horating By its name even, the edifice will be 
(asso)ctated with liberal and benevolent views, and 1t 1s to be hoped that 1t will prove the means of diffusing useful and 
edifying knowledge long after we who stand round this spot, thankful for that hope, have “shuffled off his mortal 
con!” 


Ever since my arrival in this country, I have observed the traces of an improving spint at work in different 
phases, and at the behest of that spirit, the foundations have been laid by the Free Masons of Bengal of edifices, some 
of them dedicated to the ordinances of our holy religion, and others devoted to the advancement of education on 
European principles One of these | particularly remember, that though many of them are mouldering in the grave, I 
still see near me two or three friends who stood with me in masonic square, when we laid the foundation-stone of the 
Hindoo College, an institution that has done more for the improvement of Native intellect, than any previous one since 
the country came into the possession of the Bntish Benevolence, like fame, as finely conceived, by a celebrated 
ancient poet, acquires strength by progression, and contrary to mere mechanical impulses and laws, deepens while it 
widens its channels What on the occasion of founding the Hindoo College we did for the youthful native mind, we are 
now about to carry into practical effect for he native intellect of this country At the Hindoo College, youth are taught 
the theoretical knowledge of the implements, tools, and weapons wherewith they will have to work their way through 
the occupations of life, or to struggle and do battle with its difficulties and exigencies In the Metcalfe Hall again, will 
be illustrated the scientific application of means in manifold useful ends, no less than the tllimitable potentiality of 
their productiveness 


But a few years ago, he whose name will be assoctated with the building now founded, was our fellow citizen, 
and afterwards our ruler In either character he was loved, respected and honoured | believe, that ] am only stating the 
simple unadomed truth, in saying that no person who ever served the Hon'ble E 1 Company acquitted himself during 
his long and brilliant career, with greater zeal, efficiency and distinction or left the shores of India with a heavier 
freight of the good wishes and blessings of all classes, than Sir CHARLES METCALFE Of his hospitality, 
munificence, and charity, 1t were superfluous to dilate before an audience, already so conversant with them, neither 1s 
this the place to exapiate upon one of his public measures which has elicited much applause from many, but respecting 
which opinion 1s undoubtedly divided The best way of rendering all parties unanimous respecting the liberty of the 
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Press, is for those who wield that potent engine for good, or for evil; to handle it manfully, yet soberly and wisely, and 
under the guidance of moral principle and good feeling. 


The mists of prejudice, and the partialities of passion are too apt to beset contemporary opinions. He who most 
calmly and dispassionately weighs conflicting claims and circumstances, will be the most likely to anticipate the 
judgement of posterity, when men and measures shall have their allotted place in the great firmament of history, either 
to shine there for ever, as stars of the first, second and third magnitude; or to [689] (twin)kle, it may be but for a season, 
as asteroids which({ -) cannot see but through the aid of art, and res(pite) which the mind speculates in vain what 
possible (for th)ose they serve in the great scheme of things. As (see)n in our ashes live our wonted fires — so it may be 
(said) of the truly great statesman, that after he was for(mally) quitted the scene of his triumphs, he still lives in (his 
m)asterly measures he decreed; and in the function (with) whom the policy of his system, and the intuitive 
(vindica)tion of his system, and the intuitive penetration of (his) sagacity, have fostered into notice, and stimulated 
(cele)brity. It was the glory of the Marquis of Wellesley, not merely to build up with grand proportions and just 
symmetry, the magnificent state fabric of which the calumniated yet illustrious Clive had quarried the materials; but to 
secure its being kept in a becoming state of splendour, and proper repair, by the formation of a system of preparation, 
education, and discipline, for the servants of the Company, especially that class of them to whom the political, civil, 
and territorial administration of affairs is entrusted, which gives to patronage its dignified and legitimate prerogative, 
in calling forth high acquirements and unfolding eminent power and worth of character, such as have distinguished the 
Elphinstones, the Metcalfes, the Bayleys, the Carnacks, and Jenkinses of our time. 


I have alluded to one vf our rulers whose name is associated with the expression of free opinion — but 
ungrateful would it be of me, were I on such a solemn occasion to omit mention of a nobleman, whose honoured head 
lies low in the dust of death, and who, I believe, to have been a most sincere friend to India;- for Lord William Bentinck 
also connected his name imperishably even with a holier cause when he enfranchised woman, from the baneful flames 
of the Suttee. But it is not merely on account of many thousands, that have been thus rescued from a terrible death, that 
humanity has cause to rejoice, but for the abolition for ever of a horrible system of cruelty and murder, that corrupted 
society to its core, and the impunity of which was for such a length of time a stain upon our annals. 


If] pause when I approach the present juncture, you will understand the cause, and I am sure appreciate the 
delicacy that restrains me. Nevertheless, I trust that Lord Auckland will pardon me, when with reference to an allusion 
to certain measures on the part of his Lordship’s two immediate predecessors, I ask what were these compared with the 
tremendous responsibility devolving upon Lord Auckland in course of recent events, when with such vigor of 
statesmanship, and decision of moral courage, his Lordship foiled and baffled the wily and tortuous of the most 
grasping and ambitious power on earth; and fixed, I hope for ever, the proper boundaries of our Indian empire! But 
more consonant to the object of our meeting here, is that nobleman’s cordial, energetic, liberal and wise 
encouragement of the arts that give scope and energy to industry, and consolidate the resources of peace! I could say 
much more on this head, but I refrain. It is recorded to have been said by a celebrated statesman, remarkable for his 
political sagacity, who is now numbered with the dead, that were the English to quit India to-morrow, they would leave 
behind them no trace of their sway, no monument of beneficent rule. With the advantage of having witnessed and 
considered so many momentous events which even his penetrating genius could not foresee, and of having a more 
intimate knowledge of India and its resources than he could possibly be possessed of, I hope it is no disrespect to the 
memory of Mr. Burke to call his false vaticination. On the contrary, we may anticipate a future of much glory and good 
for India, and our native country in connection with it. And when we shall be called upon to relinquish our stewardship 
this most magnificent empire, the most splendid gem of the British diadem, and when it shall please the Great Lord of 
the heritage to declare that we may be no longer stewards, — then do we devoutly hope, that in a prosperous country 
teeming with industry and the arts that civilise and adorn nations, and in a population of many millions of free, 
industrious, enlightened and happy human beings, regenerated from the darkness of ignorance, and the thraldom of 
superstition, — to point to a monument of British sway, more enduring than the pyramids of Egypt, and more sublime 
than the imperial trophies of the Caesars! 


Mr. Longueville Clarke, the Secretary of the Metcalfe Building Committee, then returned thanks in his usual 
manner, we have, however, only been able to catch the following meagre outline of what was said by him: — 
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Right Worshipful Provincial Grand Master, — I have been desired by the Chairman and the Committee of the 
Metcalfe Hall, to express to you their thanks, for the favor you have conferred by performing this ceremony, and I must 
now add, for the honor you have done them in the address which you have delivered. I have also to express the high 
gratification they derive from having so distinguished a Company assembled. We have here the Ruler of our vast 
Indian Empire, to whose munificent gift we are indebted for the ground on which this edifice will be erected. We have 
here the Ladies of his family, and the Ladies of Calcutta, of whom I may say, that while you, Sir, have laid for us the 
comer-stone of our building, their presence has been like a carved and beautiful capital, and conferred on the 
ceremony its grace and ornament. But gratifying to the Committee as the circumstances are, under which this building 
has so auspiciously commenced, | feel assured, that you, Sir, will participate in their satisfaction, when you reflect on 
the part you have had to perform, in a work, whose origin and object is so truly masonic. When I alledge that its origin 
is masonic, I mean that it is founded on masonic principles. This building is erected as a testimonial of the gratitude and 
love, which the people of India, entertained for Sir Charles Metcalfe. It was not masonry, but the masonic qualities 
which had won for that great statesman, this high esteem. He belonged not to our craft yet the very names of our Indian 
Lodges, and which I now sec on our Banners around me, are descriptive of his splendid characteristics. 


Well might he be called “A star in the East”, while “Industry with Perseverance”, “Courage with Humanity”, 
“Independence with Philanthropy”, and “True Friendship”, are his most distinguished attributes. He had not been 
instructed in the principles of our craft, but nature had endowed him with the ethics of masonry. Thus far, Sir, I say, that 
the origin of this building is not masonic, but that its object is truly masonic there cannot be a doubt. Within these walls 
we shall have the Meetings, of theAgricultural Society and a Public Library. You, Sir, have already expatiated so much 
and so well, on the benefit, which these must confer on the community, that I will not at this late hovr detain the 
company by attempting to repeat, and certainly weakening your excellent observations; but this | will add, that both 
these institutions must be productive of great masonic objects. Nature has done much for India, a fertile soil, a 
vivifying climate, a dense population, are materials, which when worked upon by talent, science and experience, must 
tend to the relief of the distressed, and the prosperity of all. You then, Sir, have tried the corner-stone of an edifice, the 
origin and object of which are connected with the principles of an order which you are so distinguished an ornament. 
To the Noble Earl, to the ladies who have honored us with their presence, and to you, Sir, who have performed this 
ceremony, the thanks of the Committee are due, and I feel that I have as inadequately [690] expressed them, as I know 
they are sincerely offered. ‘ 


The brethren then re-formed and returned to the Masonic Hall, in the same order that they had observed in 
coming from it, and, being assembled in the large hall, on the ground floor were dismissed after a short but feeling 
address from the Provincial Grand Master of Bengal. 


At night the brethren of the craft assembled to partake of a sumptuous banquet, but what (there) took place it is 
not necessary for us to record — Hurkaru, December 21, 1840 (Calcutta Monthly Journal for December 1840, pp. 
686-690).[Missing syllables and words are occasionally supplied by us in brackets whenever the pages are torn.- 
PT.N.}. 


27 
DISPUTE OVER METCALFE HALL 


DIFFERENCES have arisen between the Asiatic Society and the Archaeological Survey of India over the 
proposed handing over of the ground floor of the historic Metcalfe Hall, to the former for housing an art gallery anda 
library. 


Though the decision was taken by the Department of Culture, Ministry of Human Resources Development, in 
1992, and formally announced by Mr. Arjun Singh, former HRD Minister in 1993, the Asiatic Society is yet to take 
possession of the hall. 


Thisisreportedlybecauseofthered-tapismintheASI. Irkedoverthedelay, thesocietyauthoritieshavecomplained 
to Dr. S.K. Mahapatra, Secretary, Department of Culture, about the highhandedness of a section of ASI officials. 
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They urged him to visit Calcutta to settle the dispute for ensuring a smooth handing over of the hall. The 
Metcalfe Hall, built in memory of Sir Charles Metcalfe, Governor-General of India (1835-36), to house Calcutta’s first 
public library was declared a natioanl monument on February 7, 1993. 


The society authorities said after being wooed since 1993, the ASI expressed its willingness to handover the 
ground floor in late February, this year, during a joint inspection of the hall by top ASI officials. 


Among the officials were Mrs. Achala Maulik, ASI Additional Director-General. As nothing had happened 
since then , Asiatic Society authorities had to rush to Delhi, to procure an order for the handover. 


They were, however, told by a senior official of ASI’s Calcutta office that the handover was not immediately 
possible since the copy of the had not reached the Calcutta office. 


Mr. B.K. Dev Burman, Superintending Archaeologist in charge of this region, suggested that the Asiatic 
Society fulfill 20 conditions for getting possession of the ground floor. 


This sparked strong protests from the society office-bearers. Going by the list of conditions, the entry of 
foreign nationals, invited by the society to the hall premises, is strictly prohibited unless they have the ASI’s 
permission. : 


Also, it bars installation of air-conditioners and false ceiling on the ground floor for storage of journals and 
manuscripts by the society and imposes several restrictions, which the society views as a pretext to stall the handover. 


Describing the conditions as “impractical”, they have referred the matter to Mr. Mahapatra, seeking his 
immediate intervention. Mr. Dev Burman was mot available for comment.( The Statesman, Calcutta, 22-4-}995) 


28 
METCALFE HALL ON VERGE 
OF CRUMBLING DOWN 


CALCUTTA, August 31. 

Metcalfe Hall, one of the oldest city structures but the first to be declared a national monument by former 

Union minister for human resource development Arjun Singh in February 1993, could, given its current state of 
disrepair, come crumbling down any time. 


The hall, which had then been handed over to the Asiatic Society for the preservation of its innumerable 
priceless national treasures, some of which date back to the 3rd century B.C., has developed cracks all over and the 
structure, as it stands now, could not have looked shabbier. 


If there is any repair work being carried out by the CPWD, as sources claim, there is barely any evidence of 
earnestness on the part of the authorities. 


According to a spokesman of the Asiatic Society, it is none other than the President of India himself who is 
officially responsible for the maintenance of the national monument through the Archaeological Society of India 
under the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act (AMASRA), 1958. Given such an enviable 
status of the structure coming under the direct responsibility of the one holding the highest office in the land, it is 
intriguing that it could be subjected to so much indifference and for so long. 


Legend has it that the Japanese bombs narrowly missed the Metcalfe Hall during World War II air raids. But 
the delay in repair and maintenance, says the spokesman, could well make up for that. Historical records have it that 
the edifice of the building was built in 1844 in memory of Sir Charles Metcalfe, the provisional governor-general of 
India (1835-36) who was, otherwise, better known as the “emancipator of the Indian Press.” 
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Calcutta’s first public library, incidentally, had once been housed here as was the Royal Agricultural Soctety 
This was the place that statesmen, intellectuals and many other important personalities had once chosen for their 
rendezvous. Receptions were hosted here for Robindranath Tagore and Michael Madhusudhan Dutt. 


Designed after the portico of the Temple of Winds, Athens, by C.K. Robinson, who was also known for 
another famous city landmark, the Ochterlony Monument, its 30 prominent pillars once attracted passengers alighting 
from ships on Strand Road After Independence, the government found it difficult to put it to proper use and eventually 
tumed it into a storehouse for the government stationery office 


The authonties of the Asiatic Society, who were offictally handed over the ground floor of the building on 
May 24 this year, are however, now at their wits end trying to figure out how to move their library. (Utpal Chatterjee in 
the Jimes of India, Bombay, 1-9-1995 ) 


29 
DELAY IN REPAIR WORK AFFECTS ASIATIC SOCIETY 


CALCUTTA Oct. 11 - The Asiatic Society authorities are peeved at the inordinate delay in completion of 
repair work of a part of the Metcalfe Hall by the Archaeological Survey of India The ASI 1s to hand over the ground 
floor of the Hall after necessary repairs to the Society 


Incidentally, the ground floor of Metcalfe Hall had been formally transferred as a property of the Asiatic 
Society in May this year, official sources satd 


According to the Anctent Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act 1958 ASI 1s required to 
maintain the Metcalfe Hall. Following this, the AS! should expedite repair work since it was the Society’s 
responsibility, the officials felt. 


However progress im repair work has been rather tardy, which according to the Asiatic Society authorities, 
should not take more than a month, since tt involved only minor repairs and a fresh coat of paint 


The society’s present problem 1s shortage of space Because of this, 1t had appealed to the State as well as the 
Union Government to provide them with adequate space 


The formal transfer of the ground floor of the Metcalfe Hall, primarily to help the Asiatic Society in housing 
rare books and paintings, was a positive development for the Society 


But the delay in repair work by the ASI has put the Society authorities in trouble 


Asked about this the Director of AS] Mr Santanu Maaty, said that the ground floor will be handed over to the 
Society after necessary repairs However, he could not specify the time required for the purpose 


According to the Society officials, unless the load on the first floors of both the old and new buildings was 
substantially reduced there was a possibility of a collapse This had been pointed out by an expert committee of the 
Asiatic Society, Soctety officials said. 


The old building had been established way back in 1805 On February 7, 1993 Mr. Arjun Singh, the then Union 
Human Resource Development Minister, declared the Metcalfe Hall as a National Monument and announced the 
decision of the Centre to hand over the hal! to the Asiatic Society 


The Archaeological Survey of India took possession of the building on October 10, 1994, from the CPWD. The 
building was formally transferred to the Asiatic Society on May 24, 1995. (The Statesman, Calcutta, 12-10-1995) 
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30 
ASI, ASIATIC SOCIETY AT LOGGERHEADS - Police guard Society’s Documents at ASI 


CALCUTTA, Aug 18.— It’s a question of whether policemen are needed to guard 60,000 priceless books and 
journals, which reflect the cultural heritage of the country. Asiatic Society deployed policemen at the Archaeological 
Survey of India’s Metcalfe Hall on Strand Road. The ASI authorities have asked Calcutta Police to withdraw the 
policemen from its premises. 


Mr. S.B. Ota, superintending Archaeologist of ASI, has termed Asiatic Society’s move “goonda gardi”. The 
society, however, considers police assistance “essential to protect national treasures”. 


The issue is likely to figure in the society’s crucial planning board meeting tomorrow, in the presence of the 
union human resource development ministry’s secretary and joint secretary. 


In 1995, the AS] handed over the ground floor of Metcalfe Hall to Asiatic Society for keeping valuable books 
and journals. The decision followed several rounds of meetings between ASI and the union human resource 
development ministry authorities in Delhi. 


The then general secretary of the society, Mr. Chandan Ray Chaudhury, took possession of the ground floor of 
Metcalfe Hall and the process of transferring the journals from the society began. 


Aweck ago, the society authorities got to know that walls connecting 32 columns surrounding the ground floor 
of Metcalfe Hall, were being pull down Mr Anil Sarkar, society general secretary, immediately shot off a letter to the 
union HRD secretary, expressing concern at the security threat to the priceless books and journals. He sought the HRD 
secretary’s “personal intervention” as he believed that the ASI’s move could cause “irreparable loss and damage to the 
cultural heritage of the country”. 


Mr Sarkar followed it up with a note to Mr D C Vajpai, city police commissioner, requesting him to deploy 
policemen at Metcalfe Hall. 


This irked the ASI authorities. Mr. Ota shot off a letter on 14 August, to the city police commissioner, and a 
deputy commissioner, asking them to withdraw the policemen. 


“It’s our building. Asiatic Society didn’t seek permission from us for getting a police picket posted. This isn’t 
discipline,” Mr Ota said today. ““What’s the point of putting 10 policemen in front of ASI? Should I enter ASI with 
gun?” “he asked. He said police did not act on his request to lift the picket. 


Mr Ota dismissed Asiatic Society’s claims that the treasures faced a security threat because of the demolition. 
He said the walls encircling the Hall, had been built by the CPWD to connect 32 pillars. “The walls have nothing to do 
with the security of the library”. 


He defended the ASI’s action. “We have to restore ASI’s building as recommended in our rule books. Walls do 
not go well with the ASI’s heritage”. (Anindya Sengupta in The Statesman, Calcutta, /9-8-1998.) 


31 
ASIATIC SOCIETY-ASI WAR OF ATTRITION CONTINUES UNABATED 


STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE, CALCUTTA, Aug. 19.— Differences of opinion within the Asiatic Society 
and a “cold war” with the Archaeological Survey sealed the fate of 60,000 rare books and journals which have become 
the centre of a fresh controversy. 


The Asiatic Society, which now insists on deploying armed policemen at Metcalfe Hall to guard these books 
after the wall guarding them was pulled down, was virtually accused by the ASI two months ago of “dumping” these 
books since 1995 and using the ground floor of the historic building as a “godown” and not as a museum or library. 
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Ina letter dated 2 July. ASI authorities asked the Society to remove these books and vacate the premises so that 
the conservation work could be completed in two months. The Society's former general secretary, Mr Amalendu De, 
is also quoted to have said that these precious books were “getting soiled” by humidity since Metcalfe Hall is located 
close to the river. 


Mr S.B. Ota, superintending archaeologist, ASI, Calcutta Circle, addressed the letter to Mr Anil Sarkar, the 
present general secretary of the Society. 


However, the books were not removed and Asiatic Society claimed that it had the right to use the ground floor 
of Metcalfe Hall. 


Mr. Ota had pointed out that no representative of Asiatic Society was present when the director-general, ASI, 
went to inspect Metcalfe Hall on 26 June. “The director-general appreciated the conservation work so far carried out 
and was very-critical over the present condition of the ground floor as occupied and used for storing books by the 
Asiatic Society”, Mr Ota said. 


He said the ASI could get the building vacated under Public Premises Act, 1971, but it would not do so 
considering the reputation of Asiatic Society. 


Mr. Anil Sarkar today strongly denied that precious books have been dumped at Metcalfe Hall. Describing the 
ASI’s attitude as highhanded, he said “I had moved all quarters and protested against the move to vacate the ground 
floor”, Mr Sarkar told The Statesman today. 


A section of office bearers in the Society however alleged that the ASI was instigated by some of their fellow 
members who are trying to malign the present management elected two months ago. (The Statesman, Calcutta, 20-8- 
1998). 
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APPENDIX—Il 


RULES OF THE CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY, 1836 


Document-1 


\st.- 


2nd.- 


3rd.- 


4th.- 


Sth.- 


6th.- 


7th.- 


8th.- 


9th.- 


10th.- 


11th.- 


12th.- 


13th.- 


14th.- 


None of the books belonging to Fort William College Library shall be allowed to circulate without special 
leave obtained from the Curators. 


The Curators shall have power to withdraw from circulation, and also to prohibit without special leave 
obtained from them, the circulation of any book in their discretion. 


All other books in the Library shall be allowed to circulate among proprietors and Ist and 2nd class 
subscribers. 


No book shall be allowed to circulate until it shall have remained in the Library one week from the date of 
receipt, except novels, tales and periodicals intended for circulation. These may be put into circulation 
after two days from the date of receipt. 


No person shall be entitled to take books out of the library who have not deposited the following sums, viz. 
Proprietors and 1st class Subscribers 20 Rs.; 2nd class Subscribers 10 Rs. Such sums to be applicable to 
the discharge ofall claims against him on behalf of the Library. 


No person shall be entitled to take any books out of the Library until he shall have discharged all claims 
against him on behalf of the Library. 


No deposit shall be returnable except under an order in writting of the Curators. 


The Library shall be daily open (Sunday and the space of seven days immediately preceding the Annual 
Meeting of Proprietors and Subscribers in each year only excepted ) from 9 A.M. till 6 P.M. 


Any proprietor or I st or 2nd class subscriber shall be entitled to have delivered to him on his written order 
books from the Library ifhe provide a suitable bag or box for the secure conveyance of such books. 


No proprietors or Ist class subscribers shall be entitled to have out of the Library at any one time more than 
two sets of works and one periodical, nor any 2nd class subscriber more than one set of works and one 
periodical, without special leave of the Curators. 


Any works comprised in one volume and in general the works of any one author or sets of authors 
published together shall be accounted a set of works, provided that in voluminous works the Curators 
shall have power in their discretion to limit the number of volumes which shall be taken out any one time. 


All works as received shall be entered in the Library Catalogue, and the titles thereof shall be 
conspicuously notified in the Public Room. 


All new works shall also as received be entered in a book to be entitled privilege-book, and such works 
shall be issuable to proprietors and subscribers who put their names under the respective entries according 
to the order in which they put down their respective names, provided that proprietors and Ist class 
subscribers who put down their names within a month of the date of the receipt of such new works shall be 
allowed to take out such new works before any 2nd class subscriber. 


The person next in succession for such works who does not apply for it one day after it has been returned to 
the Library shall! be considered as having lost his turn and the first applicant on the list after him shall then 
be entitled to take out works. 
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1Sth.- Any person taking out books shall be entitled to keep them for the following periods exclusive of the day 
of delivery. : 
Periodicals. Monthly .. 2 days. 
Quarterly ..4 days, 
New Works. Vol. 8vo ... 2 days. 
Vol. 4to ... E week. 
Vol. folio ... 2 weeks. 
Any person shall be entitled be keep other works for double the above times, or until one day after he has 
received notice on the part of the Curators to return them. 
16th.- Any Proprietor or subscriber taking away books without giving notice to the Librarian shall pay a fine of 
10 rup::es for each volume so taken. 
17th.- Any person not retuming any book within the times limited by the Library rules, shall pay a fine to be 
determined by the Curators not exceeding one rupee per volume for each day of such undue detention. 
18th.- Any book found on return to the Library damaged shall be withdrawn from circulation until examined by 
the Curators, and the particular imperfection shall be notified in a conspicuous part of the book before it is 
re-issuable and the person in whose custody such book was when such damage occurred, shall be 
answerable to the Curators for such sum as they may determine to be necessary to repair the same. 
19th.- When any fine has been incurred by a person who has taken out books, notice thereof shall be given to him 
by the Librarian, and if not paid the fine shall be deducted from his deposit and no books be issued to him 
until his deposit be completed. 

20th.- That the printed catalogues be sold to proprietors, subscribers, and others, at the price of one rupee per 

copy.( Calcutta Monthly Journal for April 1836, pp. 99-101) 
Document-2 
(Rules of the) CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY, Esplanade Row, No, 12 (Calcutta), (1840*) 

I. The Library is a Public Library of reference and circulation, open to all ranks and classes of the community. 

2. The property of the Library is vested in trustees, for the benefit of the shareholders. 

3. The use of the Library is available to subscribers as well as proprietors, under rules hereafter specified. 

4. The management of the Library is entrusted to a Committee of three Curators, chosen by the proprietors and 
first class subscribers of one year’s standing; a meeting in the month of February in each year, to be called by 
advertisement, by the Curators for the time being. 

5. No resolution of the Curators disposing of the funds of the Society, exceeding in amount one thousand rupees, 
shall be carried into effect until the accounts have been on the table of the space of one week. 

6. All proceedings of the Curators shall be entered in a book, which shall always be on the table of the Library, for 
the inspection of proprietors and subscribers. 

7. All accounts shall be made up yearly, and be audited and approved by the Curators, and submitted to the yearly 
meeting of proprietors and subscribers. 

8. Upon all pecuniary questions each share shall have one vote. Upon all other matters, each proprietor shall have 


ie one vote; and upon such other matters, each subscriber of the first class, and of one year’s standing, shal! 
ave a vote. 


*From The Bengal Almanac for the year 1841 (Samuel Smith & Co., No. | Hare Street, Tank Square, Calcutta, 
1840), pp. 463-67. : 
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RULES OF THE CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY 


A payment of 320Co Rs inone payment or three payments of 106-10-8 each, 106-10-8 beg paid down and 
the remaining 203-5-4 1n equal instalments at 51x and twelve months, constitutes proprietors of the Library 


Proprietors may not have more than ten shares each 
AJ! shares are transferable on payment by the purchaser ofa fine of 100 Rs per each share transferred 


Persons who have not paid up the full amount which entitles them to a share, are not allowed to transfer such 
anticipated share 


The shares of the proprietors who leave India or die, which are not claimed, and the claimant’s title thereto 
duly recognized by the Curators, within five years from the time of such death or departure, at the expiry of 
such five years, revert to the Library 


In the event of any proprietor who has not claimed hts share, returning to India at any time after such five years, 
the Curators have power to restore to him his share 


Ist class subscribers pay an entrance fee of 20 Co Rs for the first month, and 6 Co Rs every succeeding 
month, or8 Co Rs amonth, without entrance 


2d class subscribers pay an entrance fee of 16 Co Rs for the first month, and 4 Co Rs every succeeding 
month, or6Co Rs amonth without entrance 


3d class subscribers pay an entrance fee of6 Co Rs forthe first month, and2Co Rs every succeeding month 


Any subscriber 1s at liberty, at any time, to become a proprietor, upon making up his contributions to the sum of 
320 Co’s Rs with interest at the rate of five per cent per annum trom the time of commencing his 
subscription 


All subscriptions are collected in advance monthly 


Subscribers, who choose to pay a year’s subscription in advance, are allowed a deduction of ten percent on 
such advance 


No subscriber, failing for one month to pay hts subscription, 1s allowed to make use of the Library, until he 
receive permission to do so from the Curators 


Subscriptions are not received for any parts of a month, and are held to run as from the first of the month in 
which they are enrolled 


Subscnbers quitting Calcutta without communicating in writing to the Curators their intention, are required to 
pay their subscription, until such intention 1s so communicated by them, and failing so to pay, cease to be 
subscribers, and cannot be re-admitted without special reference to the Curators 


The Curators have power to issue to poor students and others, tickets of admission to the Library, for such 
periods as may be thought advisable, such tickets are not to be transferable 


It 1s open to the Curators to call a special meeting at any time they think fit, giving not Jess than seven day’s 
notice thereof, and they are bound to call such meeting to be held within one month from the receipt of a 
requisition signed by any five proprietors or any ten proprietors and subscribers of the first class, of one year’s 
standing, expressing the object for which the requisitionists desire such meeting, and if notice of such meeting 
shall not be given by such Curators within one fortnight of the receipt of such requisiton, any three proprietors 
may call the same, giving not less than seven days’ notice thereof 
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1Sth.- 


16th.- 


17th.- 


18th.- 


19th.- 


20th.- 


Any person taking out books shall be entitled to keep them for the following periods exclusive of the day 
of delivery. ; 


Periodicals. Monthly ,.2 days. 
Quarterly ..4days. 


New Works. Vol. 8vo ... 2 days. 
Vol. 4to ... L week. 
Vol. folio ... 2 Weeks, 


Any person shall be entitled be keep other works for double the above times, or until one day after he has 
received notice on the part of the Curators to return them. 


Any Proprietor or subscriber taking away books without giving notice to the Librarian shall pay a fine of 
10 rupces for each volume so taken. 


Any person not retuming any book within the times limited by the Library rules, shall pay a fine to be 
determined by the Curators not exceeding one rupee per volume for each day of such undue detention. 


Any book found on return to the Library damaged shall be withdrawn from circulation until examined by 
the Curators, and the particular imperfection shall be notified in a conspicuous part of the book before it is 
re-issuable and the person in whose custody such book was when such damage occurred, shall be 
answerable to the Curators for such sum as they may determine to be necessary to repair the same. 


When any fine has been incurred by a person who has taken out books, notice thereof shall be given to him 
by the Librarian, and if not paid the fine shall be deducted from his deposit and no books be issued to him 
until his deposit be completed. 


That the printed catalogues be sold to proprietors, subscribers, and others, at the price of one rupee per 
copy.( Calcutta Monthly Journal for April 1836, pp. 99-101) 


Document-2 


(Rules of the) CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY, Esplanade Row, No, 12 (Calcutta), (1840*) 


The Library isa Public Library of reference and circulation, open to all ranks and classes of the community. 
The property of the Library is vested in trustees, for the benefit of the shareholders. 

The use of the Library is available to subscribers as well as proprietors, under rules hereafter specified. 

The management of the Library is entrusted to a Committee of three Curators, chosen by the proprietors and 
first class subscribers of one year’s standing; a meeting in the month of February in each year, to be called by 


advertisement, by the Curators for the time being. 


No resolution of the Curators disposing of the funds of the Society, exceeding in amount one thousand rupees, 
shall be carried into effect until the accounts have been on the table of the space of one week. 


All proceedings of the Curators shall be entered in a book, which shall always be on the table of the Library, for 
the inspection of proprietors and subscribers. 


All accounts shall be made up yearly, and be audited and approved by the Curators, and submitted to the yearly 
meeting of proprietors and subscribers. 


Upon all pecuniary questions each share shall have one vote. Upon all other matters, each proprietor shall have 


only one vote; and upon such other matters, each subscriber of the first class, and of one year’s standing, shall 
have a vote. 


*From The Bengal Almanac for the year 1841 (Samuel Smith & Co., No. | Hare Street, Tank Square, Calcutta, 
1840), pp. 463-67. . 
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RULES OF THE CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Apayment of 320Co Rs in one payment, or three payments of 106-10-8 each, 106-10-8 being paid down and 
the remaimtng 203-5-4 in equal mstalments at six and twelve months, constitutes proprietors of the Library 


Proprietors may not have more than ten shares each 
All shares are transferable on payment by the purchaser ofa fine of 100 Rs per each share transferred 


Persons who have not paid up the full amount which entitles them to a share, are not allowed to transfer such 
anticipated share 


The shares of the proprietors who leave India or die, which are not claimed, and the claimant's title thereto 
duly recognized by the Curators, within five years from the time of such death or departure, at the expiry of 
such five years, revert to the Library 


In the event of any proprietor who has not claimed his share, returning to India at any time after such five years, 
the Curators have power to restore to him his share 


Ist class subscribers pay an entrance fee of 20 Co Rs for the first month, and 6 Co Rs every succeeding 
month, or 8Co Rs amonth, without entrance 


2d class subscribers pay an entrance fee of 16 Co Rs for the first month, and 4 Co Rs every succeeding 
month, or6Co Rs amonth without entrance 


3d class subscribers pay an entrance fee of 6 Co Rs forthe first month, and2 Co Rs every succeeding month 


Any subscriber 1s at liberty, at any time, to become a proprietor, upon making up his contributions to the sum of 
320 Co’s Rs with interest at the rate of five per cent per annum from the time of commencing his 
subscription 


All subscriptions are collected in advance monthly 


Subscribers, who choose to pay 4 year’s subscription in advance, are allowed a deduction of ten percent on 
such advance 


No subscriber, failing for one month to pay his subscription, 1s allowed to make use of the Library, until he 
receive permission to do so from the Curators 


Subscriptions are not received for any parts of a month, and are held to run as from the first of the month in 
which they are enrolled 


Subscribers quitting Calcutta without communicating in writing to the Curators their intention, are required to 
pay their subscription, until such intention 1s so communicated by them, and failing so to pay, cease to be 
subscribers, and cannot be re-admitted without special reference to the Curators 


The Curators have power to issue to poor students and others, tickets of admission to the Library, for such 
periods as may be thought advisable, such tickets are not to be transferable 


It 1s open to the Curators to call a special meeting at any time they think fit, giving not less than seven day’s 
notice thereof, and they are bound to call such meeting to be held within one month from the receipt of a 
requisition signed by any five proprietors or any ten proprietors and subscribers of the first class, of one year’s 
standing, expressing the object for which the requisitionists desire such meeting, and :f notice of such meeting 
shall not be given by such Curators within one fortnight of the recerpt of such requisiton, any three proprietors 
may call the same, giving not less than seven days’ notice thereof 
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26. The above rules are fundamental rules of the institution, and can only be altered at the general meetings or ata 
special meeting called for that purpose by public advertisement, in some one or more of the daily newspapers 
in Calcutta, with not less than seven days’ notice, and in which shall be expressed the object of the proposed 
alteration. 


27. There shall be a monthly meeting of the proprietors and subscribers on the first Saturday of every month at 4 
o’clock P.M. at which the Curators are expected to attend and report the progress of the institution, and receive 
such suggestions and propositions as may be made by any proprietors or subscriber, provided the same shall 
not be contrary to the Rules of the Library. 


Rule Ist. 


Rule 2d. 


Rule 3d. 


Rule 4th. 


Rule Sth. 


Rule 6th. 


Rule 7th. 


Rule 8th. 


Rule 9th. 


Rule 10th. 


Rule 11th. 


Rule 12th. 
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Rules for the Circulation of Books among proprietors and subscribers 


None of the books belonging to Fort William College Library shall be allowed to circulate without special 
leave obtained from the Curators. 


The Curators shall have power to withdraw from circulation, and also to prohibit, without special leave 
obtained from them, the circulation of any book, at their discretion. 


All other books in the Library shall be allowed to circulate among proprietors and subscribers. 


No book shall be allowed to circulate until it shall have remained in the Library, one week from the date of 
receipt, except, novels, tales, and periodicals intended for circulation. These may be put into circulation 
after two days from the date of receipt. 


(No person all be entitled to take books out of the Library who have not deposited the following sums, viz. 
Proprietors and Ist class subscribers, 20 Rs. and 2nd class subscribers, 10 Rs.; such sums to be applicable 


to the discharge of all claims against them on behalf of the Library). *Inadvertently omitted in the Almanac and 
incorporated here from the printed rules of 1848. 


No person shall be entitled to take any books out of the Library until he shall have discharged all claims 
against him on behalf of the Library. 


The Library shall be daily open (Sundays and the space of seven days immediately preceding the annual 
meeting of proprietors and subscribers in each year only excepted) from sun-rise till sunset. 


Any proprietor or Ist, 2d, or 3d class subscriber shall be entitled to have delivered to him or to his written 
order, books from the Library, if he provide a suitable bag or box for the secure conveyance of such books. 


No proprietor or | st class subscriber shall be entitled to have out of the Library, at any one time, more than 
two sets of works and one periodical, nor any 2d class subscribers more than one set of works and one 
periodical, nor any 3d class subscriber more than one set of books other than new publications or 
periodicals, without special leave of the Curators. 


Any works comprised in one volume, and in general the works of any one author or set of authors 
published together, shall be accounted a set of works, provided that in voluminous works the Curators 
shall have power in their discretion, to limit the number of volumes which shall be taken out at one time. 


All works as received, shall be entered in the Library catalogue and the titles thereof, shall (be) 
conspicuously notified in the public room. 


All new works also, as received, shall be entered in a book to be entitled a Privilege book, and such works 
shall be issuable to proprietors and subscribers, who put their names under the respective entries, 
according to the order in which they put down their respective names, provided that proprietors and first 
class subscribers, who put down their names within a month of the date of the receipt of such new work, 


RULES OF THE CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY 


shall be allowed to take out such new works before any 2d class subscriber. 


Rule 13th. The person next in succession for such new work, who does not apply for it one day after it has been 
returned to the Library, shall be considered as having lost his turn, and the first applicant on the list after 
him, shall then be entitled to take out such works. 


Rule 14th. Any person taking out books, shall be entitled to keep them for the following periods, exclusive of the day 


of delivery: — 
ines Monthly ss 2 days. 
Fepowea’s Quarterly ee 4days. 
Vol. 8vo es 2 days. 
New Works Vol. 4to Bd 1 week. 
Vol. folio es 2 weeks. 


Rule 15th. Any person shall be entitled to keep other works for double the above times or until one day after he has 
received notice on the part of the Curators to return them. 


Rule 16th. Any proprietor or subscriber taking away books without giving notice to the Librarian, shall pay a fine of 
10 Rupees for each volume so taken. 


Rule 17th. Any person not returning any book within the times limited by the Library rules, shall pay a fine to be 
determined by the Curators not exceeding one rupee per volume for each day of such undue detention. 


Rule 18th. Any book found, on return to the Library, to be damaged, shall be withdrawn from circulation until 
examined by the Curators, and the particular imperfection shall be notified in a conspicuous part of the 
book, before it is re-issuable; and the person, in whose custody such book was when such damage 
occurred, shall be answerable to the Curators for such sum as they may determine to be necessary to 
repair the same. 


Rule 19th. When any fine has been incurred by any person who has taken out book, notice thereof shall be given to 
him by the Librarian, and if not paid, the fine shall be deducted from his deposit, and no books be issued to 
him until his deposit be completed. 


Rule 20th. The printed catalogue shall be sold to proprietors, subscribers, and others, at the price of two rupees per 
copy. 


NOTE BY THE LIBRARIAN 





The Library now consist of 9,236 vols., and contains a pretty good collection of books of almost every 
department of literature and science. All the best periodical publications are taken in, and every new work of merit and 
interest is purchased as soon as it is landed in Calcutta. 


Parties desirous of subscribing are requested to communicate their wish to the Librarian, specifying the class 
they wish to belong to and the rates of subscription they prefer paying. Catalogues and all other information to be had 
on application. 


Proprietors and subscribers, in selecting books from the catalogue, are respectfully solicited to mark 12 or 16 
Nos. to prevent disappointment, and return all the new books as early as possible for the sake of general 
accommodation. 
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Document-3 


{90} 
Ist. 


2nd. 


3rd. 


4th, 


Sth. 


6th, 


7th. 


8th. 


[91] 
9th. 


10th. 


Hth. 


12th. 
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RULES OF THE CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY, Metcalfe Hall, 1848 


Constitution and Economy of the Library. 


The Library is a Public Library of reference and circulation, open to all ranks and classes of the 
community. 


The property of the Library is vested in Trustees, for the benefit of the Shareholders. 


The use of the Library is available to Subscribers as well as Shareholders, under rules hereinafter 
specified. 


The management of the Library is entrusted to a Committee of three Curators, chosen by the proprietors 
and first class subscribers of one year’s standing. A meeting in the month o! February in each year, to be 
called by advertisement, by the Curators for the time being. 


No resolution of the Curators, disposing of the Funds of the Society, exceeding in amount one thousand 
rupees shall be carried into effect until the accounts have been on the table of the Library for the space of 
one week. 


All proceedings of the Curators shall be entered in a book, which shall always be on the table of the Library 
for the inspection of the proprietors and subscribers. 


All accounts shall be audited and approved by the Curators and submitted to the yearly meeting of 
proprietors and subscribers. 


Upon all pecuniary questions, each share shall have one vote. Upon all other matters, each proprietor shall 
have only one vote. And upon all such other matters, each subscriber of the first class and of one year’s 
standing shall have a vote. 


The Curators have power to issue to poor students and others tickets of admission to the Library for such 


periods as may be thought advisable; such tickets not to be transferable. 


Itis open to the Curators to call a special meeting at any time they think fit, giving not less than seven days’ 
notice thereof and they are bound to call such meeting, to be held within one month from the receipt of a 
requisition, signed by any five proprietors, or any ten proprietors and subscribers of the first class of one 
year’s standing, expressing the object for which the requisitionists desire such meeting; and if notice of 
such meeting shall not be given by such Curators within one fortnight of the receipt of such requisition, 
any three proprietors may call the same, giving not less than seven days’ notice thereof. 


‘The above rules are Fundamental Rules of the Institution, and can only be altered at the General Annual 


Mectings, or at a special meeting called for that purpose by public advertisement, in some one or more of 
the daily newspapers, in Calcutta with not less than seven days’, notice, and in which shall be expressed 
the object of the proposed alterations. 


There shall be a monthly meeting of the Proprietors and Subscribers on the first Saturday of every month 
at 40’clock P.M. at which the Curators are expected to attend and report the progress of the Institution, and 
receive such suggestions and propositions as may be made by any Proprietor or Subscriber, provided the 
same shall not be contrary to the Rules of the Library. 


Ist. 


2d. 
3rd. 


4th. 


5th. 


6th. 


Ist. 


2d. 


3d. 


4th. 


Sth. 


6th. 


7th. 


[92] 
8th. 


9th. 
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Proprietors 


A payment of 300 Rs. in one payment or three payments of 100 Rs. each, 100 Rs. being paid down and the 
remaining 200 in equal instalments, at six and twelve months, constitutes parties commencing such 
subscriptions, within twelve months from the 31st August 1835, proprietors of the Library, after which no 
person can become a proprietor without paying 400 Rs*. (*Equivalent to Company’s Rupees 426-1 0-6). 


Proprietors may not have more then (than?) ten shares each. 
All shares are transferable on payment by the purchaser of fine of 100 Rs. per each share transferred. 


Persons who have not paid up the full amount which entitles them to a share, are not allowed to transfer such 
anticipated share. 


The shares of the Proprietors who leave India or die, which are not claimed and the claimant's title thereof duly 
recognized by the Curators within five years from the time of such death or departure, at the expiry of such five 
years, revert to the Library. 


In the event of any Proprietor who has not claimed his share returning to India at any time after such five years, 
the Curators have power to restore to him his share. 


Subscribers 


Ist Class Subscribers pay an entrance fee of 20 Co.’s Rs. for the first month, and 6 Co.’s Rs. every succeeding 
month, or 8 Rs. a month, without entrance. 


2d Class Subscribers pay an entrance fee of 16 Co.’s Rs. for the first month, and 4 Co.’s Rs. every succeeding 
month, or 6 Co.’s Rs. a month without entrance. 


3d Class Subscribers pay an entrance fee of 6 Co.’s Rs. for the first month, and 2 Co.’s Rs. every succeeding 
month*. ; 

(* Subscribers do not pay the entrance fee on renewing subscriptions. In subscribing to a higher grade, they 
pay only the diference of the entrance fees, and no subscription for the first month of entering the higher class). 
Note 

Any Subscriber is at liberty, at any time, to become a Proprietor, upon making up his contributions to the sum 
of 400 Rs.* (* Equivalent to Company’s rupees 426-10-6) with interest at the rate of five per cent per annum 
from the time of commencing his subscription. 


All Subscriptions are collected in advance monthly. 


All Subscribers who choose to pay a year’s subscription in advance, are allowed to deduction often per cent. 
on such advance. 


No Subscriber, failing for one month to pay his subscription, is allowed to make use of the Library, until he 
receive permission to do so from the Curators. 


Subscriptions are not received for broken parts of a month, and are held to run as from the first of the month in 
which they are enrolled. 


Subscribers quitting Calcutta without communicating, in writing to the Curators their intention, are required to 
pay their subscriptions, until such intention is so communicated by them, and failing so to pay, cease to be 
Subscribers, and cannot be re-admitted without special reference to the Curators. 
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Rule Ist. 

Rule 2nd. 
Rule 3rd. 
Rule 4th. 


Rule 5th. 


Rule 6th. 


Rule 7th. 


Rule 8th. 


Rule 9th. 


Rule 10th. 


Rule 11th. 


Rule 12th. 


Rule 13th. 


Rule 14th, 


Rule 15th. 
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Rules for the Circulation of Books among Proprietors & Subscribers. 


None of the books belonging to Fort Williams College Library shall be allowed to circulate without 
special leave obtained from the Curators. 


The Curators shall have power to withdraw from circulation, and also to prohibit without special leave 
obtained from them the circulation of any book, at their discretion. 


Allother books inthe Library shall be allowed to circulate among Proprietors and Subscribers. 


No book shail be allowed to circulate until it shall have remained in the Library one week from the date of 
receipt, except Novels, Tales, and Periodicals intended for circulation. These may be put into circulation 
after two days from the date of receipt. 


No person shal! be entitled to take books out of the Library who have not deposited the following sums, 
viz. Proprietors and Ist Class Subscribers,20 Rs. and 2nd Class Subscribers, 10 Rs.; such sums to be 
applicable to the discharge of all claims against them on behalf of the Library. 


No person shall be entitled to take books out of the Library until he shall have discharged all claims 
against him on behalf of the Library. 


No deposit shall be returnable except under an order in writing of the Curators. 


The Library shall be daily open (Sundays and the space of seven days immediately preceding the Annual 
Meeting of Proprietors and Subscribers in each year only excepted) from sun-rise till sunset. 


Any Proprietor or Subscriber shall be entitled to have delivered to him or to his written order, books from 
the Library, ifhe provide a suitable bag or box for the secure conveyance of such books. 


No Proprietors or I st class Subscribers shall be entitled to have out of the Library, at any one time, more 
than two sets of works and one periodical, nor any 2d class Subscriber more than one set of works and one 
periodical, nor any 3d class Subscriber more than one set of books other than new Publications or new 
Periodicals without the special leave of the Curators*. (*That is, one set of old books at a time. New 
publications are lent out to 3d class subscribers after they have been six months in the Library.) 


Any works comprised in one volume, and in general the works of any one author or set of authors 
published together, shall be accounted a set of works; provided that in voluminous works the Curators 
shall have power in their discretion to limit the number of volumes which shall be taken out at one time. 


All works as received shall be entered in the Library Catalogue, and the titles thereof shall be 
conspicuously notified in the Public Room. 


All new works, also, as received, shall be entered in a book to be entitled a Privilege book, and such works 
shall be issuable to Proprietors and Subscribers who put their names under the respective entries 
according to the order in which they put down their respective names, provided that Proprietors and first 
class Subscribers who put down their names within a month of the date of the receipt of such new works, 
shall be allowed to take out new works before any 2nd class Subscriber. 


The person next in succession for such new work, who does not apply for it one day afer it has been 
returned to the Library, shall be considered as having lost his turn, and the first applicant on the list after 
him shall then be entitled to take out such works. 


Any person taking out books shall entitled to keep them for the following period, exclusive of the day of 
delivery: — 


[93] 


kule 16th. 


Rule 17th. 


Rule 18th. 


Rule 19th. 


Ist. 


2d. 


3d. 


4th. 


Sth. 


6th. 


7th. 


8th. 
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yet Monthly aa? 2 days 
Penodicals { Quarterly . .  4days 
Vol. 8vo. . 2days 
New Works Vol. 4to. s 1 week 
Vol. Folio. .. 2 weeks. 


Any person shall be entitled to keep other works for double the above times, or until one day after he has 
received notice on the part of the Curators to return them. 


Any person not returning any book within the times linuted by the Library rules, shall pay a fine to be 
determined by the Curators not exceeding one rupee per volume for each day of such undue detention. 


Any Proprietor or subscriber taking away books without giving notice to the Librarian, shall pay a fine of 
5 Rupees for each volume so taken. 


Any book found, on return to the Library, to be damaged, shall be withdrawn from circulation until 
examined by the Curators, and the particular imperfection shall be notified in a conspicuous part of the 
book before it is issuable; and the person in whose custody such book was when such damage occurred, 
shall be answérable to the Curators for such sum as they may determine to be necessary to repair the same. 


When any fine has been incurred by any person who has taken out books, notice thereof shall be given to 
him by the Librarian; and if not paid, the fine shall be deducted from|the deposit, and no books be issued to 
him until his deposit be completed. 


Bye-Laws passed by the Curators. 


The Library shall be kept open from sun-rise to sun-set. 


The circulation of Books shall commence at 9 o’clock A.M.; Members coming here before that hour and 
wishing to have books out, are requested to leave a note of the works selected by them, and they will be 
supplied as soon as the Sub-Librarian will be in attendance. 


Newspapers of recent dates, say for seven days from the day of circulation, shall not be allowed to be 
circulated. 


No Proprietor or Subscriber should have more than one set of new books and one new periodical ata time. 


No Proprietor or Subscriber should be allowed to take away any books or periodicals, if he do not return 
them after the second request, those which are due by him, or which from the quantity over and above 
what he is entitled to, at a time, unless satisfactory cause can be shown. 


No new books or periodicals should be sent out to any member, unless he leaves a standing order with the 
Librarian. 


Books urgently required should be stated so in the orders, which otherwise will be considered as of 
ordinary nature, and the parties possessing the books in question will be allowed a reasonable time for 
perusal. 


Although the name of a member may be down for a number of new books or periodicals, it is not necessary 
that every one of these books or periodicals should be sent to him first, if he has already got a set in his 
possession, unless special intimation is made by him that on the supplying of any of the sets, which he may 
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9th In order to prevent disappointment, large orders sent with a view to guide the Librarian in the selection of 
books are not to be registered 1n the Privilege Book, unless they are accompanied with a request to that 
effect 

10th Books are sent as far as Hooghly 

lith The smoking of cigars 1s not allowed in the Library Rooms 
NB 9 Members wishing to read new books &c are requested to mark them in the Monthly Lists and 
send the same for registration here The books so ordered will he supplied according to the existing rules 
ofcuculation 
Complaints as to the irregularity in the delivery of the Monthly Lists are requested to be made to the 
Librarian 

PROPRIETORS 
[94] 
1 Allan, John, sq 32 Gardiner, T Hyde, Esq (dead) per J P 


be particularly anxious to see, the one in his possession will be immediately returned = - the object of a 
member’s name being down for a number of books, 1s that they should be supplied to him one after 
another 


Mackilligin, Esq 


2 Auckland, Earl George, G C B 33 Gladstone,A S , ksq 
3 Eeremor (dead) per 34 Gordon,D M , Esq 
rs WP Sims ‘ 

4 Beatson, Col WS (dead) a ee Sms eenieht 
5 Bell, Mrs J ea 
6 Bishop of Calcutta af darang. 1 Esa 
7 Bracken, W ; Esq 38 Harding, E ‘ Esq 
8 Broyonauth Dhur, Baboo 39 Hastie, James , Esq 
9  Bushby, GA, Esq 40 Heatly,S GT , Esq 
10 Cameron, J TD , Esq 41 Holroyd, T , Esq 
C scale: Honorable C H 42 Howe,R 7 Esq ( dead) 

aw, J, Esq . 
13 Charles, the Rev Dr James > Melee 
14 Church, J , Es eh 

: os ed 44 JessopandCo . Messrs 
15 Cockerell , R H , ksq (dead) P ° 
16 Colvin, JR. fsq 45 Jones, R Esq 
17 Conoylall Tagore, Baboo 46 Judge, JS , Esq 
18 Corbyn, Dr F 47 Kirkpatrick, W, Esq 
19 Cossinauth Bhose, Baboo 48 Lazarus, B W, Esq 
ct Sea a wee 49 Leith, J F, Esq 5 

Olville, + ESQ 50 Lo 
22 D'Cruz, E , Esq 51 Lyall ae 
23 D’Rozario, PS , Esq oe 
24 Dicken 52 Macaulay, TB , Esq 

s, T, Esq 53M 
25 Dunlop, Col, W (dead) acleod, J M , Esq 
26 Dwarkanath Tagore, Baboo 54 Macnaghten, Sir W H (dead) 
(dead) per Baboo Debendranath Tagore 55 Macnaghten, E , Esq 

27 Earle, Willis, Esq 56 MacGregor, Alexander, Esq (dead) 
28 Eagerton, Charles C , Esq 57 Malkin, Sir B (dead) Tagore 
29 Ewart, WK., Esq (dead) 58 Mansel,C G , Esq 
30 FANE, Sir Henry, G C B. (dead) 59 Manuk, MM , Esq (dead) 
31 Fergusson, T Esq. (Dead) 60 Marshall, MajorG T 


326 


61 Marshman,JC Fsq 80 
62 Metcalte, L ord (dead) 8] 
63 Millet, Hon'ble F 82 
64 Morrel, TP, Esq (Dead) 83 
65 Morton, TC, Esq 84 
66 Miuttyloll, Seal 85 
67 Nicolson, Dr S 86 
68 Ochme, WD H, Esq 87 
69 Pattle, James, Esq (Dead) 88 
70 Peacock, James, Esq 89 
71 Pearymohun Chowdry, Baboo 90 
72  Pearychand Mittra, Baboo 91 
73 Pertaup Chundet Singh, Rayah 92 
74 Prosonnocoomar Tagore, Baboo 93 
75 Radhamadub Banerjee, Baboo 94 
76 Ramgopaul Ghose Baboo 95 
77 Ramnauth Tagore, Baboo 96 
78 Robertson, T, Fsq 98 
79 Rogers, G , Esq 99 
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Rossomoy Dutt, Baboo 
Russell 1 L , Fsq 
Rustomyee cowagjee, Esq 
Ryan, E B , Esq 

Seton, Hon’ble Sir H W 
Scott,J SB , Esq 
Staunton, M S , Esq 
Strong, F P, Esq Honorary 
Suttuchurn Ghosal, Rajah Bahadoor 
Taylor, Captain T J (Dead) 
Thompson, W , Esq 
Trevelyan, C E , Foq 
Tucker, C , Esq 

Turton, SirT EM Bart 
Twentyman, W J , Esq 
Udny, George, Esq 

Vos, Dr JG 

Walters, H , Esq 

Young, J H , Esq 


Mr HM Parker has presented his share to the Library 


The full amount of the share of the late J Kyd, Esq 


has not been paid 


CURATORS 
W P Grant, Esq Wilhs Earle, Esq Mayor G T Marshall 
LIBRARIAN SUB-LIBRARIANS 


Baboo Peary Chand Mittra 


Baboo Calee Krishna Ghose and 


Baboo Prosono Chunder Paulit 


The duties of the Secretary and Collector are conducted by the Librarian 


(From the Bengal Directory and Register with Almanac and Appendix for 1848 Calcutta Scott &Co , 223 Bow 
Bazar, pp 90-94 Calcutta Public Library) 


Document-4 
RULES OF THE CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY, 1850 
CONSTITUTION 
{517} 1 The Library 1s a Public Library of reference and circulation, open to all ranks and classes of the 
community 

2 The Property of the Library 1s vested in trustees, for the benefit of the Proprietors 

3 The books are circulated among subscribers as well as proprietors under rules herein after specified 

4 Upon all pecumiary questions, and questions relating to proprietary rights, each proprietor 1s entitled to 


one vote for every share held by him Upon all questions which are not pecumiary or relating to proprietary 
rights, each subscriber of the first class and of one year’s standing has one vote 
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10. 


I. 


15. 


16. 


17 


MANAGEMENT 


The management of the Library is entrusted to a Committee of three Curators, to xe chosen yearly by the 
proprietors and subscribers. 


All proceedings of the Curators shall be entered in a book, which shall always be on the table of the 
Library, for the inspection of the proprietors and subscribers. 


No resolution of the curators, disposing of any funds of the Society, exceeding in amount one thousand 
rupees, shall be carricd into effect until the accounts have been on the table of the Library for the space of 
one week nor, if'a special meeting is required for considering any such resolution, until it is confirmed by 
the meeting. 


All accounts shall be audited and approved by the Curators, and submitted to the yearly meeting of the 
proprietors and subscribers. 


The Curators have the power of suspending from the privileges any proprietor or subscriber, for gross 
misbehaviour, or breach of the rules or bye-law. In every such case, the Curators shall forthwith call a 
special meeting, to which the case must be reported. 


The Curators have the power of making such bye-laws, for the management of the Library consistent with 
the rules, as they may consider necessary, which shall be binding on the proprietors and subscribers, and 
all persons using the Library. The Curators have also power of altering or rescinding any such bye-laws. 
All such bye-laws or alterations are to be reported to the next General Meeting. 


MEETINGS 


Ameeting in the month of January in each year is to be called by advertisement by the Curators. 


. The Curators may call a special meeting at any time they think fit, giving not less than seven days’ notice 


thereof, and they are bound to call such meeting, to be held within one month from the receipt of a 
requisition, signed by any five proprietors, or any ten proprietors and subscribers of the first-class of one 
year’s standing, expressing the objects for which the requisitionists require such meeting. Ifnotice of such 
meeting shall not be given by such Curators, within one fortnight of the receipt of such requisition, any 
three proprietors may call the same, giving not less than seven days’ notice thereof. No questions shall be 
discussed at any special meeting except those for which it ts called. 


PROPRIETORS 


. A payment of Company’s Rupe«s 500 constitutes a proprietor of the Library. 


Proprietors may not have more than 10 shares each. 


All shares of persons who are now proprietors or who shall become proprietors before the end of the year 
1849, are transferable on payment ofa fine of Co.'s Rs. 100 for each share transferred. 

The shares of proprietors who shall be admitted otherwise than by acquisition of a share which existed 
before the end of 1849, are a life interest only; and are not transferable. 


The shares of the proprietors, mentioned in rule 15th who leave India or die, which are not claimed, and 
the claimant's title thereto duly recognised by the Curators within five years from the time of such death 
or departure, at the end of such five years revert to the Library. 


18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 


22, 


23. 


24. 


25. 


26. 


27. 


28. 


29. 


30. 


31. 


32. 


33. 
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SUBSCRIBERS. 


First class subscribers pay Co’s Rs. 6 every month. 


. 


Second class subscribers pay Co’s Rs. 4 every month. 
Third class subscribers pay Co’s Rs. 2 every month. 
Fourth class subscribers pay Co’s Rs. | every month. 


Any subscriber may become a proprictor upon making up his contribution to Co,’s Rs. 500 with interest at 
5 per cent. per annum from the time of commencing his subscription. In calculating this sum, no interest is 
to be credited to the subscriber on his monthly payments. 


These who became subscribers before the Ist day of April 1849, are entitled to become proprietors, when 
the subscriptions amount, in like manner, to Co.’s Rs. 426-10-8 with interest, provided that this amount is 
completed before the end of the year 1849. 


Parties ceasing to be subscribers, but afterwards, re-admitted, will receive no credit for the amount of 
their previous subscriptions, in calculating [519] the amount they may have to pay for the purchase of a 
share under Rules 22nd and 23rd: but this rule is not to take effect as to intermissions of subscriptions 
before the Ist April, 1849. 


All subscriptions are collected in advance, and become due on the first day of every month. 


No subscriber, failing for one month to pay his subscription, is allowed to take books from the Library, 
without satisfactory cause shown to the Curators. 


Subscriptions are not received for broken parts of a month, and are held to run as from the first of the 
month in which the subscribers are enrolled. 


Subscribers quitting Calcutta, or residing in Calcutta, and wishing to withdraw their subscription, are to 
make known their intention in writing to the Curators, and are liable for their subscription until their 
intention is so made known to them. 


Subscribers desirous to discontinue their subscription, must give notice to the Librarian before the first 
day of the month: when notice is given after the first day of the month, they will be charged for the whole 
month in which such notice is given. 


All subscribers who are in arrear for threc months, are to be considered defaulters, and their names shall 
appear in the defaulters’ list, to be hung up in the rooms of the Institution. After continuing defaulters for 
three months, they cease to be subscribers and cannot be re-admitted without payment of all arrears due, 
and of a fine of one month’s subscription, according to their class, unless the fine or any part thereof, is 
remitted on special grounds by the Curators. 


The names of all defaulters struck out of the list of subscribers shall be printed in the annual report with 
the amount due from them at the time, when their names were so erased. 


Defaulters forfeit the privilege of admission to the Library and News-Rooms, but may be re-admitted by 
the Curators on special and satisfactory causes assigned. 


LIBRARY AND READING ROOMS. 


The News-Rooms shall be open from sunrise to sunset, and the Library from 9 A.M. till sunset daily, 
except on Sundays, Christmas day, and Good Friday, Also except on the following holidays: 
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& days at the time of Doorga Poojah 

! day Seraswat! Pooja 

1 day *5 New Year’s Day 

| day s Quceen’s Birth Day 


and any other day on which the Library shall be closed by direction of the Curators of which a week’s notice 
shall given 


34 The proprietors and subscribers are not entitled to have in their possession, or take at a time, more than the 
following sets of books 


New Work Old Work Periodicals 


Set Set 
Proprietors and Ist class Subscribers ! 4 1 
2nd class “3 | 3 1 
3rd class . 0 2 0 
4th class 5 0 1 0 


35 When fresh works are taken or sent, the works 1n the possession of the members are liable to be called for 
any number of books sent to a member above those he 1s entitled to, 1s distinctly understood to be a 
provisional accommodation, reclaimable at the discretion of the C urators 


36 Any works comprised in one volume, and 1n general, the works of any one author, or set of authors 
published together, shall be accounted a set of works, provided that in voluminous works the Curators 
shall have power, [520] tn their discretion, to Inmit the number of vloumes, which shall be taken out at one 
time 


37 Books which have been published for less than 12 months are to be considered new 


38 Proprietors and subscriber taking out books are entitled to keep them for the following periods, exclusive 
of the day of delivery, subject to such modifications as may be, from time to time, deemed needful by the 


Curators 
Periodicals Quarterly 4 days 
Monthly 2 days 
Novels 8vo, exceeding 500 pages — | week 
Post 8vo Not exceeding 500 pages - 3 days 
12mo, 5 ditto —-— 2days 
Per 
Other works on Literature folio — 45 days volume 
or Science 4to — 1 month 
8vo —- 15 days 


39 Any person, not returning any book within the times limited by the Library Rules, 1s hable for the charge of 
a complete copy of the work, to be purchased 1n such case for the accommodation of the other members, 
and in default of payment will be suspended from his privileges as a proprietor or subscniber 


40 Any proprietor or subscriber taking away Books without giving notice to the Libranan, shall pay a fine of 
five Rupees for each volume so taken 


41 All books shall be returned direct to the Library, and none are to be sent by one proprietor or subscriber to 


another, any person receiving a book otherwise than from the Library, shall be deemed to have taken it 
away without notice 
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PURCHASE OF BOOKS 


42. A Committee of Selection, consisting of the Curators and three proprietors, or first class subscribers, 
chosen by the Curators, subyect to the approval of the general meeting, shall be appointed, to whom all 
recommendations for the purchase of books are to be referred 


RULES 


43. The foregoing Rules are Fundamental Rules of the Institution, and can be altered only at the General 
Annual Meetings, or at a special meeting called for that purpose by public advertisement, in some one or 
more of the daily newspapers in Calcutta, with not less than seven days’ notice, and in which shall be 
expressed the object of the proposed alterations 





BYE-LAWS 


Every person desirous of reading in the Library, and not being a proprietor or subscriber, must apply to the 
Librarian, with a letter of introduction from a proprietor or subscriber, or any respectable householder of 
Calcutta, on which he will receive a ticket entitling him to read in the Library 


to 


No one but the Libranan and his assistants 1s to take any book from the book-cases. Whoever wishes to 
read or refer to any book in the Library 1s to write the title and his own name and address, on a slip of paper 
which 1s to be taken to the Librarian, who thereupon will cause the book to be given to him These slips will 
be returned to the persons signing them, on their giving up the books mentioned therein, before quitting 
the Library, until which time they are responsible for such books 


3. Any one offending against the last Bye-law will be informed thereof, and will on repetition of the same 
offence, forfeit the privilege of reading in the [521] Library. Ifhe be a proprietor or subscriber, his name 1s 
to be reported to the Curators 


4 Smoking inthe Library rooms is strictly prohibited 
5 The circulation of books shall begin at 9 0’clock A M 


6 All works as received shall be entered in the Library Catalogue, and shall not be sent out of the Library 
unt:] so entered 


7 All books shall be put into paper covers (if tame permit) before being circulated, on which shall be written 
the number of days allowed for their perusal 


8 All new works, as received, shall be entered in a book to be entitled the Privilege Book, and such works 
shall be issuable to proprietors and subscribers, who put their names under the respective entries, 
according to the order in which they put down their respective names. Proprietors, and first class 
Subscribers, who put down their names within a month of the date of the receipt of such new works, are 
allowed to take out such new works before any subscriber of a lower class; but this rule ts not to stop the 
circulation of books among the other proprietors and subscribers, while any such proprietor or first class 
subscriber has, 1n his possession, any other new work. 


9. Orders for new Books are not to be registered before the receipt of the invoice. 


10. Large orders, sent with a view to guide the Librarian in the selection of books, are not to be registered in 
the Privilege Book, unless they are accompanied with a request to that effect; and in no case will an order 
be registered for a greater number of sets than the party sending the order is entitled to have at one time. 
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22. 


23. 


24. 


25. 


_ Orders for books that may not to be available, are not be registered, unless they are accompanied with a 


request to that effect. 


. Every application for books is to be accompanied by the member's Library Book, in the first page of which 


his name is to be entered by himself; in the absence of such Library Book no written orders for books will 
be attended to. 


. Members taking out books personally will have to acknowledge the entries of them in the Library Day 


Book. Such books, as well as those sent out to order, are to be entered in the Library Books, when they next 
come to hand. 


. The Ist, 2nd and 4th columns of the Library Book to be filled up by the Librarian or one of his Assistants, 


and the 3rd by the members themselves. Such entries to be deemed as receipts for books delivered and 
returned, unless excepted against by the members or the Librarian within two days after the date of entries. 


. Library Books are to be in the custody of the members, and to be left with the Librarian annually in 


December, for a reasonable period, for the adjustment of the accounts. 


. The price of each copy of the Library Book is to be 4 annas, and on the cover thereof the following words 


are to be printed: 


LIBRARY BOOK, Cash 4 annas. 


. Proprietors and subscribers will have books sent to them as they may direct, at their expense and risk. 


They are to pay also any charge approved by the Curators in sending for books taken by them and not duly 
returned. 


. Books are sent to any part of Calcutta and any place within 16 miles of Calcutta, and also to Chinsurah and 


Hooghly. 


. Newspapers, unless bound up, are not to be circulated. 


. The curators shall have power to withdraw from circulation, and also to prohibit, without special leave 


obtained from them, the circulation of any book at their discretion. 


. No person shall be entitled to take any books out of the Library, until he shall have discharged all claims 


against him on behalf of the Library. 


Any book found, on return to the Library, to be damaged, shall be withdrawn from circulation until 
examined by the Curators, and the particular imperfection shall be notified in a conspicuous part of the 
book before it is issuable: the person in whose custody the book was when such damage occurred, shall be 
answerable to the Curators for the sum they may determine to be necessary to repair or replace the same. 


When any fine has been incurred by any person who has taken out books, notice thereof shall be given to 
him by the Librarian, and no more books are to be issued to him until it is paid. 


Proprietors, subscribers, and readers are prohibited from writing or making notes, in any of the books 
belonging to the Library. 


Any person infringing the 24" Bye-law pay a fine of one Rupee for every note or mark so made, or in the 
option of the Curators may be required to take the marked book and provide another copy for the use of the 
Library at his own expense. 
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PROPOSAL BOOK 


26. A proposal book is to be kept on the Library table; any person, whether he is proprietor or subscriber or 
not, isat liberty to insert in it the title of any work he may recommend for purchase, specifying, when 
known, the price and best edition. [From the Bengal Almanac for 1850, pp 517-522] 
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RULES OF THE CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY, 1852 
CONSTITUTION 
The Library is a Public Library of reference and circulation, open to all ranks and classes of the community. 
The Property of the Library is vested in trustees, for the benefit of the Proprietors. 
The books are circulated among subscribers as well as proprietors under rules hereinafter specified. 


Upon all pecuniary questions, and questions relating to proprietary rights, each proprietor is entitled to one 
vote for every share held by him. Upon all questions which are not pecuniary or relating to proprietary rights, 
each subscriber of the fitst class and of one year's standing has one vote. 


MANAGEMENT 


The management of the Library is entrusted to a Committee of three Curators to be chosen yearly by the 
proprietors and subscribers. 


The Curators for the time being are deemed to be Trustees of the Calcutta Public Library under Act XLIII of 
1850. Any one of whom shall have authority to draw interest on the Government Securities and any two to sell 
and transfer or to pledge or assign the said Government securities. 


All accounts are to be audited annually or oftener, if necessary, by two auditors, to be elected yearly for the 
purpose. 


All proceedings of the Curators shall be entered in a book, which shall always be on the table of the Library, for 
the inspection of the proprictors and subscribers. 


No resolution of the Curators, disposing of any funds of the Society, exceeding in amount one thousand 
Rupees, shall be carried into effect until the accounts have been on the table of the Library for the space of one 
week nor, if a special meeting is required for considering any such resolution, until it is confirmed by the 
meeting. 


The Curators have the power of suspending from the privileges any proprietors or subscribers, for gross 
misbehavior, or breach of the Rules or Bye-laws. In every such case, the Curators shall forthwith call a special 
meeting, to which the case must be reported. 


The Curators have the power of making such Bye-laws for the management of the Library consistent with the 
Rules, as they may consider necessary, which shall be binding on the proprietors and subscribers, and all 
persons using the Library. The Curators have also the power of altering or rescinding any such Bye-laws. All 
such Bye-laws or alterations are to be reported to the next General Meeting. 
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MEETINGS 
A meeting in the month of January in each year is to be called by advertisement by the Curators. 


The Curators may cali a special meeting at any time they think fit, giving not less than seven days’ notice 
thereof, and they are bound to call such meeting, to be held within one month from the receipt of a requisition, 
signed by any five proprietors, or any ten proprietors or subscribers of the first-class of one year's standing, 
expressing the objects for which the requisitionists require such meeting. If notice of such meeting shall not be 
given by such Curators, within one fortnight of the receipt of such requisition, any three proprietors may call 
the same, giving not less than seven days’ notice thereof. No questions shall be discussed at any special 
meeting except those for which it is called. 


PROPRIETORS 
Apayment of Company's Rupees 500 constitutes a proprietor of the Library. 
Proprietors may not have more than 10 shares each. 


All shares of persons who are now proprietors or who shall become proprietors before the end of the year 1849, 
are transferable on payment ofa fine of Co’s Rs. 100 for each share transferred. 


The shares of proprietors, who shall be admitted otherwise than by acquisition of a share which existed before 
the end of 1849, area life interest only, and are not transferable. 


All transferable shares may be transferred on the death of proprietors, by authority of their legal executors or 
administrators either to the name of one of such executors or administrators, or to that of any other person on 
payment in either case of the customary fine of 100 Rupees by the transferees. 


The shares of the proprietors, mentioned in the Rule | 5", who leave India or die, which are not claimed, and the 
claimant's title thereto duly recognized by the Curators within five years from the time of such death or 
departure, at the end of such five years revert to the Library. 


SUBSCRIBERS 
First class subscribers pay Co.'s Rs. 6 every month. 
Second.,, ws ane Ge ae RSA Ge. one 
Third ,, Wa cad, Sas alee IRSE 29 seh eee 
Fourth,, ‘ie 83 » RSE, 


Any subscriber may become a proprietor upon making up his contribution to Co.'s Rs. 500, with interest at 5 
per cent per annum from the time of commencing his subscription. In calculating this sum, no interest is to be 
credited to the subscriber on his monthly payment. 


Those who became subscribers before the | st day of April 1849, are entitled to become proprietors, when their 


subscriptions amount, in like manner, to Co.’s. 426-10-8 with interest, provided that this amount is completed 
before the end of the year 1849. 


Parties ceasing to be subscribers , but afterwards re-admitted, will receive no credit for the amount of their 
Previous subscriptions, in calculating the amount they may have to pay for the purchase of a share under Rule 
25th, But this rule is not to take effect as to intermissions of subscriptions before the Ist April 1849. 
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RULES OF THE CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY 


All subscriptions are collected in advance, and become due on the first day of every month 


No subscriber, failing for one month to pay his subscription, is allowed to take books from the Library, without 
satisfactory cause shown to the Curators 


Subscriptions are not received for broken parts of a month and are held to run as from the first of the month in 
which the subscribers are enrolled 


Subscribers quitting Calcutta, or residing in Calcutta, and wishing to withdraw their subscription, are to make 
known their intention in writing to the Curators, and are lable for their subscription until their intention 1s so 
made known to them 


Subscribers desirous to discontinue their subscription, must give notice to the Librarian before the first day of 
the month when notice ts given after the first day of the month, they will be charged for the whole month in 
which such notice 1s given 


All subscribers who are in arrear for three months, are to be considered defaulters, and their names shall appear 
in the defaulters’ list, to be hung up in the rooms of the Institution After continuing defaulters for three [553] 
months, they cease to be subscribers, and cannot be re-admitted without payment of all arrears due, and of a 
fine of one month’s subscription, according to their class, unless the fine, or any part thereof, 1s remitted on 
special grounds by the Curators 


The names of all defaulters struck out of the list of subscribers shall be printed in the Annual Report with the 
amount due from them at that time, when their names were so erased 


Defaulters forfeit the privilege of admission to the Library and News-Rooms, but may be re-admitted by the 
Curators on special and satisfactory causes assigned 


LIBRARY AND READING ROOMS. 


The News-Rooms shall be open from sunrise to sunset, and the Library from9A M till sunset daily, except on 
Sundays, Christmas Day, Good Friday, and Queen's Birth Day and also except on the following holidays 


8 days at the time of Doorga Poojah 
Iday ,, 5» 9s Saraswati Poojah 
Iday . yo» New Year’s Day 
Pday ss Queen's Birth Day 


and any other day on which the Library shall be closed by direction of the Curators, of which a week’s notice 
shall be given 


The proprietors and subscribers are not entitled to have in their possession, or take at a time, more than the 
following sets of books 


New work Old work Periodicals 
Set Set 
Propnetors and |“ class Subscribers i 4 1 
2™ class Subscribers 1 3 1 
3 class Subscribers 0 2 0 
4° class Subscribers 0 1 0 


When fresh works are taken or sent, the works in the possession of the members are liable to be called for any 
number of books sent to a member above those he 1s entitled to, 1s distinctly understood to be a provistonal 
accommodation, reclaimable at the discretion of the Curators 
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Any works comprised tn one volume, and in general, the works of any one author, or set of authors published 
together, shall be accounted a set of works, provided that in voluminous works the Curators shall have power, 
in their discretion, to limit the number of volumes, which shall be taken out at one time. 


Books which have been published for less than 12 months are to be considered new. 


Proprietors and subscribers taking out Books are entitled to keep them for the following periods, exclusive of 
the day of delivery, subject to such modifications as may be from time to time, deemed needful by the Curators. 


Periodicals ............... Quarterly 4 mean 
Monthly 2 days 
Novels ...cccecreeceee oo &vo, exceeding 500 pages - | week 
Post 8vo, not exceeding 500 pages - 3 days 
12mo, ,, ditto -2 days 
Other works on folio - 45 days 
Literature or Science 4to - I month 
8vo. - 15 days 


Any person, not returning any book within the times limited by the Library Rules, is liable for the charge ofa 
complete copy of the work, to be purchased in such case for the accommodation of the other members; and in 
default of payment will be suspended from his privileges as a proprietors or subscriber. 


Any proprietor or subscriber taking away Books without giving notice to the Librarian, shall pay a fine of five 
Rupees for each volumes so taken. 


All books shall! be returned direct to the Library, and none are to be sent by one proprietor or subscriber to 
another; any person receiving a book otherwise than from the Library shall be deemed to have taken it away 
without notice. 


PURCHASE OF BOOKS 


A Committee of Selection, consisting of the Curators and three proprietors, or first class subscribers, chosen 
by the Curators, subject to the approval of the general meeting, shall be appointed, to whom all 
recommendations for the purchase of books are to be referred. 


RULES 


The foregoing Rules are Fundamental Rules of the Institution, and can be altered only at the General Annual 
Meetings, or at a Special Meeting called for that purpose by public advertisement, in some one or more of the 
daily newspapers in Calcutta, with not less than seven days' notice, and in which shall be expressed the object 
of the proposed alterations. 


BYE-LAWS 


Every Person desirous of reading in the Library, and not being a proprietor or subscriber, must apply to the 
Librarian, with a letter of introduction from a proprietor or subscriber, or any respectable householder of 
Calcutta, on which he will receive a ticket entitling him to read in the Library. 


No one but the Librarian and his assistants is to take any book from the book-cases, Whoever wishes to read or 
refer to any book in the Library is to write the title and his own name and address, on a slip of paper, which is to 
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be taken to the Librarian, who thereupon will cause the book to be given to him These slips will be returned to 
the persons signing them, on their giving up the books mentioned therein, before quitting the Library, until 
which time they are responsible for such books 


Any one offending against the last Bye-law will be informed thereof, and will, on repetition of the same 
offence, forfeit the privilege of reading in the Library If he be a proprietor or subscriber, hts name 1s to be 
reported to the Curators 


Smoking in the Library Rooms 1s strictly prohibited 
The circulation of books shall begin at 9 O'clock A M 


All works as received shall be entered in the Library Catalogue, and shall not be sent out of the Library until so 
entered 


All books shall be put into paper covers (if time permit) before being circulated, on which shall be written the 
number of days allowed for their perusal 


All new works, as recetved, shall be entered in a book to be entitled the Privilege Book, and such works shall 
be issuable to proprietors and subscribers, who put their names under the respective entnes, according to the 
order in which they put down their names Proprietors, and first class subscribers, who put down their names 
within a month of the date of the receipt of such new works, are allowed to take out such new works before any 
subscriber of a lower class, but this rule 1s not to stop the circulation of books among the other proprietors and 
subscribers, while any such proprietor or first class subscriber has, in his possesston, any other new work 


Orders for new Books are not to be registered before the receipt of the invoice 


Large orders sent with a view to guide the Librarian in the selection of books, are not to be registered in the 
Privilege Book, unless they are accompanied with a request to that effect, and in no case will an order be 
registered for a greater number of sets than the party sending the order is entitled to have at one time 


Orders for Books that may not be available, are not to be registered, unless they are accompanied with a 
request to that effect 


Every application for books 1s to be accompanied by the Member's Library Book, in the first page of which his 
name 1s to be entered by himself, in the absence of such Library Book, no written orders for books will be 
attended to 


Members taking out books personally will have to acknowledge the entries of them in the Lib: ary Day Book, 
Such books, as well as those sent out to order, are to be entered in the Library Books, when they next come to 
hand 


The 1", 2™ and 4” columns of the Library Book are to be filled up by the Librarian or one of his Assistants, and 
the 3" by the members themselves Such entries to be deemed as receipts for Books delivered and returned, 
unless excepted against by the members or the Librarian within two days after the date of entries 


Library Books are to be in the custody of the members, and to be left with the Librarian annually in December, 
for a reasonable period, for the adjustment of the accounts 


The price of each copy of the Library Book 1s to be 4 annas, and on the cover thereof the following words are to 
be printed 
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LIBRARY BOOK, Cash 4 annas. 


17, Proprietors and subscribers will have books sent to them as they may direct, at their expense and risk. They are 
to pay also any charge approved by the Curators in sending for books taken by them and not duly returned. 

18. Books are sent to any part of Calcutta and any place within 16 miles of Calcutta, and also to Chinsurah and 
Hooghly. 

19. Newspapers, unless bound up, are not to be circulated. 

20. The Curators shall have power to withdraw from circulation, and also to prohibit, without special leave 
obtained from them, the circulation of any book at their discretion. 

21. No person shall be entitled to take any books out of the Library, until he shall have discharged all claims 
against him on behalf of the Library. 

22. Any book found, on return to the Library, to be damaged, shall be withdrawn from circulation until examined 
by the Curators, and the particular imperfection shall be notified in a conspicuous part of the book before it is 
issuable: the person in whose custody the book was when such damage occurred, shall be answerable to the 
Curators for the sum they may determine to be necessary to repair or replace the same. 

23. When any fine has been incurred by any person who has taken out books, notice thereof shall be given to him 
by the Librarian, and no more books are to be issued to him until 1t is paid. 

24. Proprietors, subscribers, and readers are prohibited from writing or making notes, in any of the books 
belonging to the Library. 

25. Any person infringing the 24” Bye-law pay a fine of one Rupee for every note or mark so made, or in the option 
of the Curators may be required to take the marked book and provide another copy for the use of the Library at 
his own expense. 

PROPOSAL BOOK 

26. | Aproposal book is to be kept on the Library table; any person, whether he is proprietor or subscriber or not, 1s 
at liberty to insert in it the title of any work he may recommend for purchase, specifying, when known, the 
price and best edition. 

(From Bengal Almanac, 1852, pp 551-555) 
Document-6 
RULES OF THE CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY, 1855 
{1} 
CONSTITUTION 
I"- The Library is a Public Library of reference and circulation, open to all ranks and classes of the community. 

2". — The property of the Library is vested in Trustees, for the benefit of the Proprietors. 

3"- The Books are circulated among subscribers as well as proprietors under rules hereinafter specified. 

4". Upon all pecuniary questions, and questions relating to proprietary rights, each proprietor is entitled to one 
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vote for every share held by him. Upon all questions which are not pecuniary or relating to proprietary rights, 
each subscriber of the first class and of one year's standing has one vote. 
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RULES OF THE CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY 


MANAGEMENT 


The management of the Library is entrusted to a committee of three Curators chosen yearly by the proprietors 
and subscribers of all classes, and each Curator by virtue of his office is entitled to vote on pecuniary questions 
and questions relating to proprietary rights, whether he himself is a proprietor or not. 


The Curators for the time being are deemed to be the Trustees of the Calcutta Public Library under Act XLII] of 
1850. Any one of whom shall have authority to draw interest on the Government securities and any two to sell 
and transfer or to pledge or assign the said Government securities. 


All accounts are to be audited annually or oftener, if necessary, by two auditors, to be elected yearly for the 
purpose. 

All proceedings of the Curators shall be entered in a book, which shall always be on the table of the Library, for 
the inspection of the proprietors and subscribers. 


No resolution of the Curators, disposing of any funds of the Society, exceeding in amount one thousand 
Rupees, shall be carried into effect until the accounts have been on table of the Library for the space of one 
week, nor, if a special meeting is required for considering any such resolution, until it is confirmed by the 
meeting. 


The Curators have the power of suspending from the privileges any proprietor or subscriber, for gross 
misbehavior, or breach of the Rules or Bye-laws. In every such case, the Curators shall forthwith call a special 
meeting, to which the case must be reported. ; 


The Curators have the power of making such Bye-laws, for the management of the Library consistent with the 
Rules, as they may consider necessary, which shall be binding on the proprietors and subscribers, and all 
persons using the Library. The Curators have also the power of altering or rescinding any such Bye-laws. All 
such Bye-laws or alterations are to be reported to the next General Meeting. 


MEETINGS 
A meeting in the month of January in each year is to be called by advertisement by the Curators. 


The Curators may call a special meeting at any time they think fit, giving not less than seven days’ notice 
thereof, and they are bound to call such meeting, to be held within one month from the receipt of a requisition, 
signed by any five proprietors, or any ten proprietors and subscribers of the first-class of one year's standing, 
expressing the objects for which the requisitionists require such meeting. If notice of such meeting shall not be 
given by such Curators, within one fortnight of the receipt of such requisition, any three proprietors may call 
the same, giving not less than seven days’ notice thereof. No questions shall be discussed at any special 
meeting except those for which it is called. 


PROPRIETORS 
Apayment of Company's Rupees 500 constitutes a proprietor of the Library. 
Proprietors may not have more than 10 shares each. 


All shares of persons who have become proprietors before the end of the year 1849, are transferable on 
payment ofa fine of Co.'s Rs. 100 for each share transferred. 


The shares of proprietors, admitted otherwise than by acquisition of a share which existed before the end of 
1849, are a life interest only, and are not transferable. 
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All transterable shares may be transferred on the death of proprietors by authority of their legal executors or 
administrators, either to the name of one of such executors or administrators, o1 to that of any other person on 
payment, in either case, of the customary fine of 100 Rupees by the transferees 


The shares of the proprietors, mentioned in the Rule 16”, who leave [3] Indta or die, which are not claimed, and 
the claimant's title thereto duly recognized by the Curators within five years from the time of such death or 
departure, at the end of such five years revert to the Library 


No share of a proprietor can be transferred until the debts due by him are paid in full 
SUBSCRIBERS 

First class subscribers pay Co's Rs 6 every month 

Second class subscribers pay Co's Rs 4 every month 

Third class subscribers pay Co 's Rs 2 every month 

Fourth class subscribers pay Co 'sRe | every month 


Any subscriber may become a proprietor upon making up his contribution to Co 's Rs 500, with interest at 5 
per cent per annum from the time of commencing his subscription In calculating this sum, no interest 1s to be 
credited to the subscriber on hjs monthly payments* (*Shares so acquired fall under Rule 17” and are not 
transferable) 


Parties ceasing to be subscribers, but afterwards re-admutted, will receive no credit for the amount of their 
previous subscriptions, in calculating the amount they may have to pay for the purchase of a share under Rule 
25” But this Rule 1s not to take effect as to intermissions of subscriptions before the | ' April, 1849 


Allsubscriptions are collected in advance, and become due on the first day ofevery month 


No subscriber, failing for one month to pay hts subscription, 1s allowed to take Books from the Library, without 
satisfactory cause shown to the Curators 


Subscriptions are not received for broken parts of a month and are held to run as from the first of the month in 
which the subscribers are enrolled 


Subscribers quitting Calcutta, or residing im Calcutta, and wishing to withdraw their subscription, are to make 
known their intention in writing to the Curators, and are lable for their subscription unt] their mtention 1s so 
made known by them whether they take out any Books or not, or whether the issue of Books has been 
suspended 


Subscribers desirous to discontinue their subscription, must give notice to the Librarian before the first day of 
the month when notice ts given after the first day of the month, they will be charged for the whole month in 
which such notice ts given 


In order to prevent the accumulation of doubtful claims, the Libranan shall be at liberty to keep in suspense, 
and with the leave of the Curators, remove from the list the names of such subscribers as may be known [4] to 
have left Calcutta without notice, or may not have been heard of for more than a month, or who do not pay up 
their subscription on demand 


All subscribers who are in arrear for more than a month, and do not pay up on demand, are hable to be 
immediately sued for the amount due 


3 4" dc. 


35°. 


37". 


38” - 


39". 


[5] 


40" 7 


42". 


43"- 


RULES OF THE CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY 


The names of all defaulters shall be printed in the annual report with the amount due from them. 


Persons ceasing to be subscribers whilst in arrear and wishing to be re-admitted, shall pay the amount due by 


them, the Curators having the option of remitting the claim in part or wholly with reference to the merits of the 
case. 


Persons wishing to subscribe to the Library must sign the following declaration in a book kept in the Library 
Rooms for the purpose, on receiving a copy of the Rules: 


“I hereby acknowledge to have received from the Calcutta Public Library a copy of its printed Rules and Bye- 


laws on the date attached to my name subscribed below, and I hereby agree to hold myself bound by the said 
Rules and Bye-laws”. 


Defaulters forfeit the privilege of admission to the Library and News-Rooms, but may be re-admitted by the 
Curators on special and satisfactory causes assigned. 


LIBRARY AND READING ROOMS 


The News-Rooms shal! be open from sunrise to sunset, and the Library from 9A.M. till sunset daily, except on 
Sundays, Christmas Day, New Year's Day, Good Friday, and Queen's Birth-day, and such other day on which 
the Library shall be closed by direction of the Curators, of which a week's notice shall be given. 


The Proprietors and Subscribers are not entitled to have in their possession, or take at a time, more than the 
following sets of books * (*Note. So long as a Member retains any one volume ofa work, under this Rule, he is 
considered as having the whole work) 


New work. New Periodical Old Works. 
No. of sets or Serial No. of sets 
Proprietors and I“ class Subscribers 1 2* 4 
2™ class Subscribers 1 1** 3 
3“ class Subscribers 0 0 2 
4" class Subscribers 0 0 I 


Any proprietor or subscriber having more old Books than he is entitled to, to have no new Books or new 
Perodicals until he returns the sets in excess on application. 


When fresh works are taken or sent, the works in the possession of the members are liable to be called for*: any 
number of Books sent to a member above those he is entitled to, is distinctly understood to be a provisional 
accommodation, reclaimable at the discretion of the Curators, but in no case shall it exceed double the quantity 
to which a member is entitled to at one time, without special leave of the Curators. 

(*Note. It has been found absolutely necessary with a view to the protection of the Library from loss and the 
better circulation of books, to restrict the issue ofa greater number of works than is allowed by Rule 39). 


Any works comprised in one volume and in general, the works of any one author, or set of authors published 
together, shall be accounted a set of works; provided that in voluminous works the Curators shall have power, 
in their discretion, to limit the number of volumes, which shall be taken out at one time. 


Books which have been published for less than 12 months are to be considered new. 


Proprietors and subscribers taking out Books are entitled to keep them for the following periods* (* As regards 
new works this Rule will be strictly observed, and on the day following that on which the return ofa new book 
or periodical is due, a printed letter, notifying the fact, will be sent to the member having the same, and no other 
work will be issued to him until that in question is returned.) 


* (or 3 instead of a new work) 
** (or 2 instead of a new work) 
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Inclusive of the day of delivery 


New Periodicals* Quarterly Sdays (*i.e., the latest which have been received) 
Monthly 3 days 

Novels New 3 days per volume 
Old 5 days per volume 

Other works New one week per volume 
Old 15 days per volume 


Any person, not returning, after due notice, any book within the times limited by the Library Rules, can have 
no other Book delivered to him. He becomes also liable for, and will be charged, the cost of acomplete copy of 
the work or works so detained by him, to be purchased in such case for the accommodation of other members, 
and in default of payment will have his privileges as a proprietor or subscriber suspended. 


The following Books shall not be circulated without special leave of the Curators. 


Encyclopedias 

Dictionaries 

Regulations and Acts of Government. 

Valuable Illustrated Books 

Rare and Scarce Books difficult of replacement. 


Lr Ne 


The number of plates in every valuable illustrated work is to be counted and written on its title page, and a 
special receipt of the number of plates to be taken in the event of the work being lent out. 


Any proprietor or subscriber taking away Books without giving notice to the Librarian, shall pay a fine of five 
Rupees for each volume so taken. 


All Books shall be returned direct to the Library, and none are to be sent by one proprietor or subscriber to 
another; any person receiving a Book otherwise than from the Library, shall be deemed to have taken it away 
without notice. 


All claims for Books, Catalogues, Library Books, &c. shall be realized by legal means, if not paid on 
application, and all parties allowing such claims to remain unpaid, will be treated as defaulters. 


PURCHASE OF BOOKS 


A Committee of Selection, consisting of the Curators and three Proprietors, or first class Subscribers, chosen 
by the Curators, subject to the approval of the general Meeting, shall be appointed, to whom all 
recommendations for the purchase of Books are to be referred. 


RULES 


The foregoing Rules are Fundamental Rules of the Institution, and can be altered only at the General Annual 
Meetings, or at a Special Meeting called for that purpose by public advertisement, in some one or more of the 


daily newspapers in Calcutta, with not less than seven days' notice, and in which shall be expressed the object 
of the proposed alterations. 


BYE-LAWS 


Every person desirous of reading in the Library, and not being a proprietor or subscriber, must apply to the 
Librarian, with a letter of introduction from a proprietor or subscriber, or any respectable householder of 
Calcutta, on which he will receive a ticket entitling him to read in the Library. 


RULES OF THE CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY 


2™- Smoking in the Library Rooms 1s strictly prohibited. 
3"- The circulation of Books shall begin at 9 0’ clock A.M. 


4". All works as received shall be entered in the Library Catalogue, and shall not be sent out of the Library until so 
entered. 


5"- All Books shall be put into paper covers (if time permit) before being circulated, on which shal} be written the 
number of days allowed for their perusal. 


[7]6"- All new works, as received, shall be entered in a book to be entitled the Privilege Book, and such works shall be 
issuable to proprietors and subscribers, who put their names under the respective entries, according to the 
order in which they put down their respective names. Proprietors, and first class subscribers, who put down 
their names within a month of the date of the receipt of such new works, are allowed to take out such new works 
before any subscriber of a lower class; but this rule is not to stop the circulation of Books among the other 
proprietors and subscribers, while any such proprietor or first class subscriber has, in his possession, any other 
new work. 


T"- Orders for new Books are not to be registered before the receipt of the invoice. 


8"- Large orders, sent with a view to guide the Librarian in the selection of Books, are not to be registered in the 
Privilege Book, unless they are accompanied with a request to that effect; and in no case will an order be 
registered for a greater number of sets than the party sending the order is entitled to have at one time* (*Note. 
Members have since been permitted to have their orders registered for twice the number of sets they are 
entitled to at atime). . 


9"- Orders for Books that may not be available, are not to be registered, unless they are accompanied with a request 
to that effect. 


10"- Every application for Books is to be accompanied by the member's Library Book, in the first page of which his 
name is to be entered by himself; in the absence of such Library Book, no written orders for Books will be 
attended to. . 

11"- Members taking out Books personally will have to acknowledge the entries of them in the Library Day Book, 
Such Books, as well as those sent out to order, are to be entered in the Library Books, when they next come to 
hand. 


12"- The 1", 2™ and 4" columns of the Library Book are to be filled up by the Librarian or one of his Assistants, and 
the 3“ by the members themselves. Such entries to be deemed as receipts for Baoks delivered and returned, 
unless excepted against by the members or the Librarian within two days after the date of entries. 


13"- Library Books are to be in the custody of the members, and to be left with the Librarian annually in December, 
for a reasonable period, for the adjustment of the accounts. 


14". The price of each copy of the Library Book is to be 4 annas, and on the cover thereof the following words are to 
be printed: 


LIBRARY BOOK, Cash 4 annas. 


15*- Proprietors and subscribers will have books sent to them as they [8] may direct at their expense and risk. They 
are to pay also any charge approved by the Curators in sending for books taken by them and not duly returned. 


16"- Books are sent to any part of Calcutta and any place within 16 miles of Calcutta, and also to Chinsurah and 
Hooghly. 
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Newspapers, unless bound up, are not to be circulated. 
The Curators shall have power to withdraw from circulation any Book at their discretion. 


No person shall be entitled to take any Books out of the Library, until he shall have discharged all claims 
against him on behalf of the Library. , 


Any Book found, on return to the Library, to be damaged, shall be withdrawn from circulation until examined 
by the Curators, and the particular imperfection shall be notified in a conspicuous part of the Book before it is 
issuable: the person in whose custody the Book was when such damage occurred, shall be answerable to the 
Curators for the sum they may determine to be necessary to repair or replace them. 


When any fine has been incurred by any person who has taken out Books, notice thereof shall be given to him 
by the Librarian, and no more Books are to be issued to him until it is paid. 


Proprietors, subscribers, and readers are prohibited from writing or making notes, in any of the Books 
belonging to the Library. 


Any person infringing the 22™ Bye-law pay a fine of one Rupee for every note or mark so made, or in the 
option of the Curators may be required to take the marked Book and provide another copy for the use of the 
Library at his own expense. 


PROPOSAL BOOK 


A proposal book is to be kept on the Library table; any person, whether he is a proprietor or subscriber or not, is 
at liberty to insert in it the title of any work he may recommend for purchase, specifying, when known, the 
price and best edition. 


Library Rooms, 20th April 1855. 


[Printed by Sanders, Cones And Co., Typs., No. 65 Cositallah] 


Document-7 


(1) 


I.- 


HI. - 


IV.- 
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RULES OF THE CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY, 1900 
CONSTITUTION 


The Library consists of two departments. First: a Free Public Library open for reference and reading to all 
ranks and classes of the community. Second: a Circulating or Lending Library open to Proprietors and 
subscribers under rules hereinafter specified. 


The property of the Library is vested in Trustees for the benefit of the proprietors, and the rate-payers, 
represented by the Municipal Commissioners of Calcutta. 


The President, and Vice-President for the time being shall be Trustees for the Calcutta Public Library, under 
Act XX] of 1860. 


At meetings other than Council Meetings the following rule applies:- Upon pecuniary questions and questions 
relating to proprietary rights, each proprietor is entitled to one vote for every share held by him. Upon questions 
which are not pecuniary nor relating to proprietary rights, each proprietor has one vote for every share held by 
him and each first and second class subscriber of not less than one year’s standing has one vote. Members of the 
Council of the Library shall be entitled to vote upon all questions of whatever nature. 


VI.- 


VIL - 


VIII. - 


RULES OF THE CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY 


MANAGEMENT 


The management of the Library is entrusted to a Council consisting of twelve members, of whom six shall be 
elected by the Corporation of Calcutta, and the remaining six shall be elected from amongst Proprietors and 
first and second class subscribers of not less than one year’s standing, at their annual general meeting held 
under Rule XIV, four being proprietors and two being subscribers. Any three of such members shall form a 
quorum. The President and Vice-President shall be elected by the Council, the President from among the 
nominees of the Corporation of Calcutta, and the Vice-President, who must be a proprietor, from among the 
nominees of the proprietors and subscribers. Provided that no subscriber, whose subscription shall be in arrear 
for [2] more than one month, and no proprietor or subscriber, who shall be indebted to the Library in respect of 
books lost or damaged while in his possession, and who shall have neglected to make good such damage for a 
period of one month after notice, shall be qualified to be elected a member of Council: or, if becoming 
disqualified after election, shall be entitled to retain his seat in the Council. 


In the event of any vacancy occurring during the year among the nominees of the Corporation of Calcutta, that 
body shall have power to fill up the vacancy, and in the event of any vacancy occurring among the nominees of 
the proprietors, and subscribers, the Standing Committee of proprietors and first and second class subscribers 
referred to in Rule XIV shall have power to fill up such vacancy by electing a proprietor or subscriber as the 
case may be. 


The Trustees shall have power to draw cheques on the Bank and interest on the Government securities of the 
Library; and with the sanction of the Council previously obtained, shall have power to sell and transfer or to 
pledge and assign the said Government Securities. 


From the Council elected under Rule V there shall be formed three Committees, of all of which the President 
and Vice-President shall be members ex-officio, viz., 


(a) A Finance Committee to examine and pass the monthly accounts, and to deal generally with all matters 
of finance. 

(b) AHouse Committee to regulate all matters connected with the repairs and preservation of the building. 

(c) A Book Committee for the selection of books, periodicals, and other publications, and for regulating all 
matters connected with the purchase and circulation of books, &c. 


Each Committee shall consist of four members, besides the President and Vice-President, two to be elected 
from among the nominees of the Corporation of Calcutta, and two from among the nominees of the proprietors 
and subscribers; any two of such members to form a quorum. The proceedings of each meeting of the 
Committees shall be entered in books kept for the purpose, and these minutes shall be read and confirmed at the 
monthly meeting of the Council. 


All charges, except those for the purchase of books, shall be defrayed in equal shares from the current income 
of the Library and from the contribution of the Corporation of Calcutta, and the balance remaining from these 
two sources of income shall be applied to [3] the purchase of books for the circulating and for the free 
department respectively. 

The accounts shall be audited annually by two auditors, one of whom shall be appointed by the Standing 
Committee of proprietors and first and second class subscribers referred to in Rule XIV, and the other by the 
Corporation of Calcutta. Nothing in this rule shall be repugnant to the appointment of the same auditor by both 
bodies. 


All proceedings of the Council and of its Committees shall be entered by the Secretary in a book which shall 
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XI. - 


Xi. - 


XIIL - 


XIV. - 


XV.- 


XVL.- 


XVIL- 


always be open to the inspection of the proprietors, subscribers, and members of the Corporation of Calcutta. 


The Council shall have the power of suspending from his privileges any proprietor or subscriber for gross 
misbehavior or breach of the Rules or Bye-laws. In every such case, the Council shall forthwith call a special 
general meeting, to which the case must (be) reported. It shall be competent for any proprietor or subscriber so 
suspended to attend such special general meeting, and to urge such objections as he thinks fit against the order 
of the Council, and such order shall not be final until it shall be confirmed at the special general meeting. 


The Council shall have the power of making such Bye-laws for the management of the Library as they shall 
consider necessary, and of altering, amending, or rescinding the same. Provided that no Bye-law so made shall 
be inconsistent with, or repugnant to, the Rules of the Library. 


MEETINGS 


Meetings of the Council shall ordinarily be held on the second Monday of each month, but special meetings 
may be called on other days on the requisition of the President or any other member of the Council. 


A meeting of the proprietors and of first and second class subscribers of not less than one year's standing, to be 
called the Annual General Meeting, shall be held in the month of April, on a day to be fixed by the Council, for 
the purpose of considering the Annual Report, passing the audited financial statement, for the election of six 
members of the Council under Rule V. and for the appointment of a Standing Committee of the proprietors and 
first and second class subscribers. Notice [4] of the day so fixed shall be given by advertisement signed by the 
Secretary, to be inserted in two of the Calcutta Daily Newspapers, seven days before the meeting. A similar 
notice, with the Annual Report and such other papers, if any, as the Council may select, shall be sent to the 
proprietors and first and second class subscribers of not less than one year's standing at least seven days before 
the day fixed for the meeting. 


The Council may instruct the Secretary to call a special meeting at any time as they think fit, giving not less 
than seven days’ notice thereof by advertisement to be inserted in two of the Calcutta Daily Newspapers and 
they shall be bound to cal! such meeting, tobe held within one month from the receipt of a requisition signed by 
any five proprietors, or any ten proprietors and first and second class subscribers of not less than one year's 
standing, expressing the subjects for which the requisitionists require such meeting, provided always that the 
subjects be such as in the opinion of the Council directly affect the rights or privileges of proprietors or 
subscribers. If notice of such meeting shall not be given by the Council within one fortnight of the recéipt of 
such requisition, any three proprietors may call the same, giving not less than seven days’ notice thereof. No 
questions shall be discussed at any special meeting, except those for which it is called. 


PROPRIETORS 


Any person who shall be possessed of one or more original shares in the Library, or who may have become or 
shall hereafter become possessed of any share or shares, shall be deemed a proprietor of the Library. 


The value of a share in the Library shall be five hundred Rupees. 


XVIII.-All shares of persons who became proprietors before the end of the year 1849, are transferable on payment of a 


XIX.- 
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fine of one hundred Rupees and fee of one Rupee foreach share transferred. 


The shares of proprietors, admitted otherwise than by acquisition of a share which existed before the end of 


RULES OF THE CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY 


1849, area life interest only and are not transferable. 

[5] 

XX.- All transferable shares may be transferred on the death of the proprietors, by authority of their heirs, executors, 
or administrators, either to the name of one of such heirs, executors or administrators, or to that of any other 
person, on payment, in either case, of the customary fine of one hundred Rupees and a fee of one Rupee by the 
transferees on each transfer. 


XXI.- When any person who shall be proprietor of one or more shares under Rule XVIII, shall die or leave India, and 
no claim to his share or shares shall be established to the satisfaction of the Council for a period of five Yen, 


such share or shares shall, at the end of that time, revert to the Library. 


XXI(a)-The Council shall have the power to sell to the best advantage the reverted transferable shares in consultation 
with the Standing Committee of proprietors and first and second class subscribers. 


XXIL. - No share ofa proprietor can be transferred until the debts due by him to the Library are paid in full. 


SUBSCRIBERS 


XXIII. -Subscribers shall be three classes, viz., of the first, second and third class. The rates of subscription for the 
several classes shall be:- 


First-class subscribers - Rs. 6 monthly and a deposit fee of Rs. 15 
Second-class subscribers - Rs. 4 monthly and a deposit fee of Rs. 10 
Third-class subscribers - Rs. 2 monthly and a deposit fee of Rs. 5 


The deposit fees will be returned to the subscribers on their ceasing to be so and on condition that no books are 
due from them. 


XXIV. -Any subscriber may become a proprietor making up his contribution to five hundred Rupees with interest at 
four per cent per annum from the time of commencing his subscription. In calculating this sum, no interest is to 
be credited to the subscriber on his monthly payments. Shares so acquired fall under Rule XIX, and are not 
transferable. 


XXV.- Persons ceasing to be subscribers but afterwards re-admitted will receive no credit for the amount of their 
previous subscriptions in calculating the amount they may have to pay for the purchase of a share under Rule 
XXIV. 

[6] 


XXVI. -All subscriptions are collected in advance, and become due on the first day of every month. 


XXVII. - No subscriber who fails to pay his subscription for one month after the presentation of a bill for the sum due, 
shall be allowed to take books from the Library. 


XXVIII. -Subscriptions are not received for broken parts of a month and are held to run as from the first of the month in 
which the subscribers are enrolled. 


XXIX. -Any subscriber desiring to discontinue his subscription must give notice in writing to the Secretary and return 
all the books of the Library in his possession before the end of the month at the close of which he desires his 
subscription to cease; and any subscriber failing to do so will be charged his subscription up to the end of the 
month in which his notice of withdrawal is actually given, or in the event of books being retained, he will be 
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X1.- 


XI. - 


XIIL. - 


XIV. - 


XV.- 


XVL- 


XVIL- 


always be open to the inspection of the proprietors, subscribers, and members of the Corporation of Calcutta. 


The Council shall have the power of suspending from his privileges any proprietor or subscriber for gross 
misbehavior or breach of the Rules or Bye-laws. In every such case, the Council shall forthwith call a special 
general meeting, to which the case must (be) reported. It shall be competent for any proprietor or subscriber so 
suspended to attend such special general meeting, and to urge such objections as he thinks fit against the order 
of the Council, and such order shall not be final until it shall be confirmed at the special general meeting. 


The Council shall have the power of making such Bye-laws for the management of the Library as they shall 
consider necessary, and of altering, amending, or rescinding the same. Provided that no Bye-law so made shall 
be inconsistent with, or repugnant to, the Rules of the Library. 


MEETINGS 


Meetings of the Council shal! ordinarily be held on the second Monday of each month, but special meetings 
may be called on other days on the requisition of the President or any other member of the Council. 


A meeting of the proprietors and of first and second class subscribers of not less than one year's standing, to be 
called the Annual General Meeting, shall be held in the month of April, on a day to be fixed by the Council, for 
the purpose of considering the Annual Report, passing the audited financial statement, for the election of six 
members of the Council under Rule V. and for the appointment of a Standing Committee of the proprietors and 
first and second class subscribers. Notice [4] of the day so fixed shall be given by advertisement signed by the 
Secretary, to be inserted in two of the Calcutta Daily Newspapers, seven days before the meeting. A similar 
notice, with the Annual Report and such other papers, if any, as the Council may select, shall be sent to the 
proprietors and first and second class subscribers of not less than one year's standing at least seven days before 
the day fixed for the meeting. 


The Council may instruct the Secretary to call a special meeting at any time as they think fit, giving not less 
than seven days' notice thereof by advertisement to be inserted in two of the Calcutta Daily Newspapers and 
they shall be bound to call such meeting, tode held within one month from the receipt of a requisition signed by 
any five proprietors, or any ten proprietors and first and second class subscribers of not less than one year's 
standing, expressing the subjects for which the requisitionists require such meeting, provided always that the 
subjects be such as in the opinion of the Council directly affect the rights or privileges of proprietors or 
subscribers. If notice of such meeting shall not be given by the Council within one fortnight of the recéipt of 
such requisition, any three proprietors may call the same, giving not less than seven days’ notice thereof. No 
questions shall be discussed at any special meeting, except those for which it is called. 


PROPRIETORS 


Any person who shall be possessed of one or more original shares in the Library, or who may have become or 
shall hereafter become possessed of any share or shares, shall be deemed a proprietor of the Library. 


The value of a share in the Library shall be five hundred Rupees. 


XVIII.-All shares of persons who became proprietors before the end of the year 1849, are transferable on payment ofa 


XIX.- 
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fine of one hundred Rupees and a fee of one Rupee for each share transferred. 


The shares of proprietors, admitted otherwise than by acquisition of a share which existed before the end of 
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1849, area life interest only and are not transferable. 

[5] 

XX.- All transferable shares may be transferred on the death of the proprietors, by authority of their heirs, executors, 
or administrators, either to the name of one of such heirs, executors or administrators, or to that of any other 
person, on payment, in either case, of the customary fine of one hundred Rupees and a fee of one Rupee by the 
transferees on each transfer. 


XXI.- When any person who shall be proprietor of one or more shares under Rule XVIII, shall die or leave India, and 
no claim to his share or shares shall be established to the satisfaction of the Council for a period of five yeah: 


such share or shares shall, at the end of that time, revert to the Library. 


XXI(a)-The Council shall have the power to sell to the best advantage the reverted transferable shares in consultation 
with the Standing Committee of proprietors and first and second class subscribers. 


XXII. - No share ofa proprietor can be transferred until the debts due by him to the Library are paid in full. 


SUBSCRIBERS 


XXIII. -Subscribers shall be three classes, viz., of the first, second and third class. The rates of subscription for the 


several classes shall be:- 

First-class subscribers - Rs. 6 monthly and a deposit fee of Rs. 15 
Second-class subscribers - Rs. 4 monthly and a deposit fee of Rs. 10 
Third-class subscribers - Rs. 2 monthly and a deposit fee of Rs. 5 


The deposit fees will be retumed to the subscribers on their ceasing to be so and on condition that no books are 
due from them. 


XXIV. -Any subscriber may become a proprietor making up his contribution to five hundred Rupees with interest at 
four per cent per annum from the time of commencing his subscription. In calculating this sum, no interest is to 
be credited to the subscriber on his monthly payments. Shares so acquired fall under Rule XIX, and are not 
transferable. 


XXV. - Persons ceasing to be subscribers but afterwards re-admitted will receive no credit for the amount of their 
previous subscriptions in calculating the amount they may have to pay for the purchase of a share under Rule 
XXIV. 

[6] 


XXVIL -All subscriptions are collected in advance, and become due on the first day of every month. 


XXVIL - No subscriber who fails to pay his subscription for one month after the presentation of a bill for the sum due, 
shall be allowed to take books from the Library. 


XXVIII. -Subscriptions are not received for broken parts ofa month and are held to runas from the first of the month in 
which the subscribers are enrolled. 


XXIX. -Any subscriber desiring to discontinue his subscription must give notice in writing to the Secretary and return 
all the books of the Library in his possession before the end of the month at the close of which he desires his 
subscription to cease; and any subscriber failing to do so will be charged his subscription up to the end of the 
month in which his notice of withdrawal is actually given, or in the event of books being retained, he will be 
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charged up to the end of the month in which he returns the last of such books, but departure trom Calcutta, 
without notice, 1fno book is retained, will be considered as withdrawal of subscription 


XXX -In order to prevent the accumulation of doubtful claims, the Secretary shall be at a liberty to keep in suspense, 
and, with the leave of the Council, remove from the list, the names of subscribers who may be known to have 
left Calcutta without notice, having retained any of the Library's books, or may not have been heard of for more 


than a month 


XXXI -All subscribers who are in the arrear for more than a month, and do not pay up on demand, are lhable to be 
immediately sued for the amount due 


XXXII -When any person who has ceased to be a subscriber, and has not paid all demands of the Library against him, 
applies for re-admission , such person shall not be re-admitted a subscriber until he shal! have paid all arrears, 
provided that the Council shall have the power of remitting the claim in part or in whole, with reference to the 
merits of the case 


XXXIII -Persons wishing to subscribe to the Library must, on receiving a copy of the Rules and Bye-laws, sign the 
following declaration 


“T hereby acknowledge to have received from the Calcutta Public Library a copy of its printed Rules and Bye- 
laws, on the date attached to my name subscribed below, and hereby agree to hold myself bound by the said 


Rules and Bye-laws” 
LIBRARY AND READING ROOM 

(7] 

XXXIV -The Reading Room shall be open to the public daily from 7A M to 9 PM including Sundays, except on 
Christmas Day, New Year's Day, Good Friday, and the Queen's Birthday, and such other days as it may be 
closed by direction of the Council, of which previous notice shall be given* (*N B Until arrangements for 
light have been made, the Library will not be kept open after dark) 


XXXV -The Circulating Library shall be open to proprietors and subscribers daily from 9A M till sun-set except on 
Sunday, Christmas Day, New Year's Day, Good Friday, the Queen's Birthday and other holidays sanctioned by 
the President or Council 


XXXVI -A catalogue of the books in the Library, and, of all additions thereto, shall from time to time be prepared by 
the Secretary under the supermtendence of the Book Committee, and copies thereof shall be available to the 
purchascrs 


XXXVII -Proprietors and subscribers are not entitled to have in their possession, or take at one time, more than the 


following sets of books - 
New works New Periodicals, Old Works 
or Serials 
Sets Sets Sets 
Proprietors and first 
class Subscribers 1 2 4 
(or 3 instead ofa 
new work) 
Second class Subscribers 1 1 3 
(or 2 instead of 
a new work) 
Third class Subscribers 1 or 2 
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So long as a member retains any one volume of a work under this Rule he is considered as having the 
whole work. 


XXXVIIL-Any work comprised in one volume, and in general the works of any one author or number of authors 
published together, shall be accounted a set of works; but where a work consists of more than six volumes no 
more than that number of volumes shall be taken out at one time. 


XXXIX.-Books shall be considered new for six months and Periodicals for three months after they have been 
received. 

[8} 

XL.- Books purchased from the contribution of the Corporation of Calcutta shall be withdrawn from circulation 
three years after the date of their receipt in the Library, and permanently transferred to the shelves of the Free 
Library. 


XLI.- Strict impartiality shall be observed in the distribution of new books and periodicals; proprietors and first- 
class subscribers shall have priority over second and third class subscribers. Immediately on the receipt ofnew 
books, and prior to their issue, a list of them shall be posted of in a conspicuous place in the Re2ding Room and 
shall be published in two of the Calcutta Daily Newspapers. Monthly lists of books received shall be printed on 
substantial paper of uniform size and supplied to each proprietor and first and second class subscriber. 


XLII.- Save as is provided in Rule XLI. books and periodicals shall be issued in the order in which application shall be 
made for them, no distinction being made between proprietors and subscribers of any class. Registration of 
requisitions for books and periodicals will only be made on special request. Orders may be registered for any 
number of sets, provided that this Rule shall not supersede the provisions of Rule XX XVII which shall, in all 
cases, be strictly observed. 


XLIII. -Proprietors and subscribers are entitled to keep books and periodicals for the following periods exclusive of 


the day of delivery:- 
Quarterly 6 days 
New Periodicals Monthly 4 days 
Weekly 1 day 
New , 4 days for a one volume novel 
Novels 6 days for a novel of two or more volumes 
Old 7 days ditto 
Other works New 7 days per volume 
Old 15 days ditto 


XLIV.- As regards all new books and any other book for which the name ofa member is registered, the preceding Rule 
will be strictly observed, and on the day following that on which any such book is due, a letter under the 
signature of the Secretary, notifying the fact, shall be sent to the member so detaining such book. If a book be 
not returned within two days from the dispatch of such letter, and it be practicable to purchase a fresh copy of 
the book in Calcutta, the Secretary shall report [9] the fact to the Book Committee, who may instruct the 
Secretary to intimate to such member that if the book be not returned within twenty-four hours, a fresh copy 
will be purchased at the cost of such member, and if not so returned, such copy shall be so purchased, and the 
cost thereof shall be recoverable as a debt due to the Library. From the date of the issue of the first of such 
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letters, and until the return of the book in question, or the purchase ofa fresh copy. no other book shall be issued 
to such member, nor shall his orders for books be registered. 


XLV.- Rare and scarce books, difficult of replacement, are not to be circulated on any account, and the following 


books shall not be circulated without special leave of the Book Committee:- 


1. Encyclopedias. 
2. Dictionaries. 
3. Valuable illustrated books. 


The number of plates in every valuable illustrated work shall be counted and written on its title page, and a 
special receipt for the number of plates shall be taken from the borrower of it, in the event of the work being lent 
out. Members borrowing such illustrated works must satisfy themselves as to the number of plates contained in 
them before they grant receipts. If any such book be returned to the Library in a torn or mutilated state, the 
Book Committee shall decide whether the member so returning shall be obliged to pay for a fresh copy thereof. 


XLVI.- Members and readers are prohibited from writing or making marks on the books belonging to the Library. Any 


person so offending, to such an extent as, in the judgement of the Book Committee, to disfigure a book and 
render it desirable that it be replaced, shall be liable to pay the cost of such replacement. 


XLVII. Allclaims for books, catalogues, library books, &c., may be realized by legal means, if not paid on application, 


and all persons, whether proprietors or subscribers, allowing such claims to remain unpaid will be treated as 
defaulters. 


XLVI. The foregoing Rules, so far as they relate to the Free Library, can be altered by the Council, but so far as they 


{10} 


VI. 
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relate to the rights and privileges of proprietors and subscribers they can only be altered at the Annual General 
Meeting, or at a special meeting of the proprietors and subscribers called for the purpose by advertisement in 
two of the Calcutta Daily Newspapers. 


BYE-LAWS 
Smoking in the Library is strictly prohibited. 
Dogs shall not be allowed to enter the Library. 


No person will be admitted to the Library who is intoxicated, or insufficiently dressed, or in a dirty condition; 
nor will conversation be permitted in the Reading Rooms. 


Important letters should be formally approved by the members of Council before being issued. 


All works as received shall be entered in the Library Catalogue, and shall not be sent out of the Library or be 
available for reading or reference until so entered. 


Applications for new books are not to be registered before the books have been selected by the Book 
Committee. 


VEL 


VIL. 


XI. 


XII. 


[11] 
XIU. 


XIV. 
XV. 


XVI. 


XVII. 


XVI. 


XIX. 


RULES UF THE CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Every application for books 1s to be accompanied by the member's Library Back, in the first page of which his 
name is to be entered by himsclf; in the absence of such Library Book, no written order for books will be 
attended to. 


Members taking out books personally will have to acknowledge the entries of them in the Library Day Book. 
Such books, as well as those sent to order, are to be entered in the Library Books when they next come to hand 


The first, second and fourth columns of the Library Books are to be filled up by the Librarian or one of the 
Assistants, and the third by the members themselves. Such entries to be deemed as receipts for books delivered 
and returned, unless excepted against by the members or the Librarian within two days after the date of entries. 


Library Books are to be in the custody of the members, and to be left with the Librarian annually in December, 
or oftener, for a reasonable period, for the adjustment of the accounts. 


The price of each copy of the Library Books is to be four annas and on the cover thereof the following words 
are to be printed :- ; 
“LIBRARY BOOK Cash four annas”. 


Proprietors and subscribers will have books sent to them as they may direct at their expense and risk. They are 
to pay also any charge incurred by the Book Committee, in sending for books taken by them and not duly 
retumed. 


The circulation of books beyond Calcutta and its suburbs shall not ordinarily be permitted; provided that in 
case any proprietor or subscriber shall apply to have books sent to him to the Mofussil, such application shall 
be laid before the Book Committee, who shall have the power cither to grant or refuse it according to the 
circumstances of each particular case. Where permission shall be granted, it must be clearly understood that 
the books will be sent at the expense and risk of the person applying. 


Indian Newspapers, unless bound up, are not to be circulated. 


The Book Committee shall have power to withdraw from circulation any book at their discretion. 


No person shall be entitled to take books out of the Library until he shall have discharged all claims against him 
on behalf of the Library. 


When any fine has been incurred by any person who has taken out books, notice thereof shall be given to him 
by the Librarian; and no more books are to be issued to him until it is paid. 


A Proposal Book is to be kept on the Counter; any person, whether he is a proprietor or subscriber, or not, is at 
liberty to insert in it the title of any work he may recommend for purchase, specifying the price, place and date 
of publication, and the name of the publisher of the same. 


No member, whether residing in town or absent from it, shall be at liberty to authorize any one, except his own 
family, to use the Library, nor to have more than one Library Book in use at the time. The term family means 


wife, sons and daughters. 
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XX. Parties wishing to read 1n the Library are not to take down books from the book-cases, but to apply for them to 
the Librarian, to whom they should be returned when done with. 


XXI. Subscribers detaining books after they cease to subscribe, will be charged for such books, unless returned on 
demand. 


(Printed at The New Britannia Press, 78 Amherst Street, Calcutta) 
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{l] 1. 


[2] 5. 


FINANCES OF THE CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY 


REPORT OF THE SUB-COMMITTEE APPOINTED 
ON THE 10™ FEBRUARY 1873. 


(Calcutta ; Office of the Superintendent of Government Printing, 1873) 43 pages. 


REPORT 


The Sub-Committee (A. Rogers, Joygopal Sen, Cally Prosonno Dutt & R.H. Hollingbery) appointed on the 
10 February 1873 to enquire into the state of the finances of the Calcutta Public Library, and to suggest 
remedies, beg to submut their Report (dated 6 May 1873): 


In the account of receipts and disbursements attached to the 1872 Report, the proper income of the year was 
blended with certain receipts, on the share or capital account, in one total of what professed to be the ordinary 
receipts, and, owing to this gross total being set against the total expenditure of the year, the true state of the 
year's finance, as determinable from a comparison of its ordinary income and its ordinary expenditure, was 
not specifically presented in the accounts. 


In thus confounding receipts on capital account and ordinary income, the Curators have not however 
transgressed any express injunction to the contrary. 


It is to be observed, however, that the capital of the Public Library was orginally formed from the sums paid 
for proprietors' shares, at a time when the shares were transferable. In 1849 a rule was passed, that shares 
created after that date should not be transferable. For some time after this, lapsed transferable shares of 
proprietors who had died or quitted the country were treated as extinct; whereas they were, simply, 
transferable shares lapsed to the Library, which the Library could transfer by sale to other persons. 
Accordingly it was resolved at the annual meeting in 1867, that such lapsed shares should be sold for the 
benefit of the Institution, and fifteen of them have since been sold. 


The proceeds of sale of these fifteen shares were of the same character as the older receipts by the Library on 
account of the original transferable shares which had gone to form the original capital of the Institution; and, 
as such, they could be applied only to the purposes to which the original capital had been applied, or to special 
objects indicated by the proprietors. Failing such appropriation of the special proceeds, they ought (having 
regard to their spectal character) to have been invested in Government Securities. 


. The Library having, during the period that had elapsed since its formation, become very deficient in standard 


works of reference, the Sub-Committee of 1867 recommended that the “Curators, in consultation with the 
Committee of Selection, should be authorised to expend during the years 1867 and 1868 a sum not exceeding 
Rs. 5,000 of the then existing capital, and that, in addition thereto, the amount to be realised by the sale of 
lapsed proprietary shares should be especially employed in the purchase of standard works of general 
interest”. The Curators, however, in their Report for 1867, omitted to refer to this proposal of the Sub- 
Committee, and the Report was passed without any reference thereto. 


. Instrictness, therefore, the Curators are not bound by any rule, or by any resolution of a General Meeting, to 


restrict the application of the proceeds of sale of lapsed transferable shares to the purchase of standard works. 
But, nevertheless, such an obligation has been actually acknowledged by them; for it was asserted by a 
proprietor at the Annual General Meeting of 1870, and the Curators responded thereto, by inserting, at the 
foot of subsequent annual accounts, a memorandum which has purported to show the total sum received since 
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1867 from the sale of lapsed shares, and the total expenditure incurred against that sum for the purchase of 


standard works. 


[3] 8. The acquiescence of the Curators, on this point, is even more explicit in their Report for 1872 now before the 
proprietors, in as much as, in the account for 1872, they have embodied, by transfer-entries, a sum of Rs. | .630- 
4, which had been disbursed in previous years, and been charged in those years' accounts as an expenditure for 
ordinary purchases of books. The former debit of this amount as an ordinary charge is here reversed, and the 
payment is passed anew through the accounts of 1872, by transfer entry, as a special expenditure for standard 
works out of the proceeds of sale of lapsed shares, the object being to obtain thereby the means of including the 
amount in the progressive totals of that special expenditure, and of those sale proceeds from 1867 to 1872, 
which are given ina memorandum at foot of the annual accounts. 


_9. It thus appears that the statements of receipts and expenditure attached to the Reports from 1867 to 1872 do not 
distinguish between ordinary income and receipts on capital account, in the manner necessary to carry out the 
recommendation of the Sub-Committee of 1866, which had been agreed to by the Curators. 


[4] 10. After making that distinction, the accounts for 1872 may be presented thus :- 


INCOME EXPENDITURE 
Ordinary Ordinary 
Rs. A. P. 
Subscriptions 8,152-0-0 | Books, periodicals and newspapers 4,697-15-7 
Other receipts including fines Establishment 4,629-6-9 
on transfer of shares 1,698-8-6 | Othercharges 1.4it-10-1 
9,850-8-6 10,739-0-5 
Capital Account Capital Account 
Sale proceeds of 
Lapsed proprietary shares !,050-0-0 Standard works purchased 
from the special fund 1,630-4-0 
12,369-4-5 
Amount transferred from the general 
fund for the purchase of standard Balance 161-8-1 
works 1,630-4-0 2,680-4-0 = 
12,530-12-6 12,530-12-6 





[4] This shows that, in 1872, the ordinary expenditure of Rs. 10,739-0-5 exceeded the ordinary income of Rs. 
9,850-8-6 by Rs. 888-7-11 and that this deficit was met out of Rs. |,050 received on capital account of which 
last mentioned amount only Rs. 161-8- | remained in balance at the end of the year. 


11.By framing the accounts from 1867 to 1872 on the same principle the results are- 





Receipts 1867 1868 1869 1870 1871 1872 Total 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 

1, Ordinary income 10,318 9,999 10,060 10,635 10,563 11,222 62,797 

2. Sale of lapsed shares 2,100 350 3 700 1,050 1,050 5,250 


3. Transfer from general 
fund for purchase of 


standard works 1,630 1,630 
4. Total 12,418 10,349 10,060 11,335 11,613 13,902 69,677 
6. Govt, Paper sold 528 z a 959 “é * 1,487 
Total Receipts 12,946 10,349 10,060 12,294 11,613 13,902 71,164 
Payments 
7. Total Expenditure 13,027 9,391 9,942 12,820 10,738 13,751 69,669 
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8. Govt, Paper bought i 936 : . by 3 9 
9. Total payments 13,027 10,327 9,942 12,820 10,738 13,751 70,605 

Opening and closing 

Cash Balance 768 1,327 
Amount held in Govt. 

securities at the 

beginning of year 16,500 16,000 17,000 16,000 16,000 16,000 
Excess of total 

receipts over 

Total payment - . see : a 559 
Increase of Cash balance % 4 we ifs = = 559 





We thus see that for the six years, from 1867 to 1872, the total ordinary income was Rs. 62,797, and the total 
expenditure (line 7) Rs. 69,669, or in other words, there was a deficit on the whole period of Rs. 6,872. But the receipts 
on account of lapsed shares during the same period amounted to Rs, 5.250, and the transfer from the general fund 
against a corresponding amount of charges for standard works amounted to Rs. 1,630, making a total special fund 
income of Rs. 6,880, which was applied in meeting the first mentioned deficit of Rs. 6,871. In so far as the deficit may 
have been caused by the purchase of standard works in strict conformity with the recommendation of the Sub- 
Committee of [5] 1866, this was a correct application of the special fund, but so much of that fund as cannot be 
accounted for in this way was incorrectly applied, in meeting a deficit in the ordinary expenses, as compared with the 
ordinary income of the Library. 


12. 


[6] 14. 


Asa matter of fact, the entire expenditure for so-called standard works, since the passing of the Report for 
1866, has been Rs. 2,409-11-10, which is made up of Rs. 606-1-10 for the period from 1868 to 1871, 
debited in Appendix E to the 1871 Report, and of Rs. 1885-10 for the period from 1867 to 1872, debited in 
Appendix E to the report for 1872. A large proportion, however, of the books making up these two items 
consists of works originally bought, and paid for, out of the ordinary income of the Library, and afterwards 
transferred by the Curators to the standard works account. In making this transfer, the Curators did not refer 
to the Committee of Selection for their opinion, whether the books selected for the transfer came within the 
category of such standard works as were contemplated in the recommendation of the Sub-Committee of 
1866. And, in the opinion of the present Committee, many of the books thus transferred were clearly not 
standard works in the sense of that recommendation. It would not however serve any useful purpose to sift 
the list of alleged purchase of standard works costing Rs. 2,410, with the view of cutting down that amount 
to any smaller figure, as no part of it is recoverable. 


The main practical conclusion to be drawn trom the fact of the employment, for the past six years, of the 
proceeds of lapsed shares, in meeting the difference between the ordinary income and expenditure, is, that, 
on failure of this source of receipt (and fail it must, when no more transferable shares remain available for 
sale), the Institution will become insolvent, owing to an annually recurring deficit, unless measures be at 
once taken to improve its income and reduce its expenditure. 


An identical conclusion is derived from the fact that, the income of the Library from subscriptions has been 
steadily declining since 1849, as the following abstract of receipts and expenditure for four successive 
periods of six years, commencing from 1849 will show : 
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For each period of six years from 
RECEIPTS 1849 to 1854 1855 to 1860 1861 to 1866 1867 to 1872 Total 


Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
67,126 66,492 62,993 52,490 
10,043 7,600 8,705 8,008 
77,169 74,092 71,698 60,498 
3,119 2,800 3.505 9,180° 
8 


»2U 69,678 
1,585 1,487 





1. Subscriptions 

2. Other ordinary 
income 

3. 

4, Lapsed shares' 

5 








6. Govt. paper sold 
7. Grand Total 







DISBURSEMENTS 


8. Books, periodicals 
& Newspapers’ 

9. Establishment 

10. Other Charges‘ 

1] 






79,083 74,430 71,861 69,670 
3,452 2,881 4,460 936 


12. Govt. paper bought 
13. reneas_ 77311] 76321 | 70,606 _] 


Surplus or excess 
of 5 over 11 






Govt. 
Security 





Opening balance 
Closing balance 


Includes fines and amount received from persons on becoming propnetors 

Includes Rs 1,630 transferred from the general fund for the purchase of standard works 

Includes book-binding, stationery, petty charges, and standard books 

Includes printing, advertisements, funiture, interest, law charges, assessment on busidings & c &c 

Exclusive ofa further small net gain on the purchase and sale of Government securities in the twenty-four years 


Ween 


15. From this tabular statement the following facts are evident, viz. 


1". The amount invested in Government securities, which had steadily increased upto 1866, has diminished 
by Rs. 500 since that year, notwithstanding the realisation, since 1867, of Rs. 5,250 from an extraordinary 
source namely sale of lapsed [7] shares, and notwithstanding a diminished expenditure for books, in 
comparison with the similar expenditure in the first two periods. 

2™. The aggregate expenditure for establishment in the six years from 1867 to 1872, when the ordinary 
income amounted to Rs. 60,498 was the same as in the six years from 1849 to 1854, when the income was 
Rs. 77,160, or twenty-five per cent. above that of the last six years. 


3". The subscriptions have greatly diminished, and with them the means of buying books have been 
curtailed, though the circulation of books (see Appendix No. 5) was greater in 1872 than in 1849. 


16. Inthe opinion of the present Committee, the proper remedies appear to be a reduction of expenditure without 
curtailing the supply of books, (unless of superfluous copies of books,) an improvement of income, and a 
reduction of the number of sets allowable at one-time to each grade of subscribers. Obviously a limited stock 
of books will go farther, and will circulate faster, when the allowance to each proprietor and subscriber is 
ee from the present extravagant scale, which causes a great waste of circulation, and a positive loss to 

¢ Library. 


17. The present annual subscriptions for European and Indian reviews, magazines, and newspapers amount in 
round numbers to Rs. 1,460. A list of periodicals, &c. is attached (Appendix No. 6) and the Committee 
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considers that those marked with the letter D in this list might be discontinued, and that as to those which are 
marked D1, one copy less of each might be taken. The reasons for the proposed reduction are apparent in the 
list, which gives the number of readers of each publication. A reduction would thus be effected, under this 
head, of about Rs. 240 per annum, and the list of periodicals ought to be revised in October of each [8] year, in 
sufficient time for discontinuing the subscription, for a new year, to any particular publication or 
publications. 


The number of sets of books in circulation in 1872 was about the same as the number in 1850, while the 
strength of the Library establishment was less than in the last mentioned year, although 
the cost of it was more, owing to an increase of pay in the interval. The number on the establishment has 
indeed been reduced since 1866, but a reduction of its expense is also feasible. The details of charge at various 
intervals since 1849 have been --- 


In As existing As revised in 1866 
1849 before re- Minimum ' Maximum As drawn 
vision in] 866 in 1872 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
Librarian 120 200 200 200 120 
Sub-Librarian 36 65 55 75 15 
Asstt. to 
Sub-Librarian 3-55 3-95 2-75 90 2-62 
Cash Keeper * 1-14 1-20 1-30 : 
6---225 6—380 5-—360 to 401 5—269 
Servants 13-83'/, 12—79 
308'/, 348 


The present Librarian was appointed on 1” June 1867 at a monthly salary of Rs. 100 which was raised, 
from | January 1869, to Rs. 120 monthly. This increase, we consider was erroneously allowed, there having 
been then a steady annual deficit for some years, and the duties of the appointment (as will presently appear} 
being very light. The principal increase, however, has occurred in the pay of the Sub-Librarian, Prosonno 
Chunder Paulit who sits at the counter where books are received and issued. His post is the hardest worked. 
and, under the present system, the most responsible one in the establishment; for he, and not the Deputy 
Secretary and Librarian, is in a position to see that no one takes out books who is not a proprietor or subscriber, 
and that proprietors or subscribers do not take out more books than they are entitled . Next in importance to the 
check by Prosonno Chunder Paulit on the issue of books, is the duty of giving out bills for [9] monthly 
subscriptions to the collecting poens, receiving the collections from them, entering the collections in the 
rough cash book, and passing them through the fair cash book and ledger. This work is done by Prosonno 
Chunder Paulit (the sub-librarian), Womesh Chunder Mitter, and Bissessur Mitter. The last mentioned Baboo 
keeps the rough cash book, and once in two or three months, the other two write up th: fair cash book and 
ledger in three or four days. The rough cash book cannot employ Bissessur for more than a few minutes, 
while, in the interval up to 4 or 5 O’clock in the afternoon when Womesh Chunder relieves Prosonno Paulit at 
the counter, he is available for general duty, in assisting Prosonno Paulit or the Deputy Secretary and 
Librarian. 


The last mentioned officer, however, has little definite work, beyond attending to the proceedings of the 
Curators and Committee of Selection (whose share in the daily routine of the Library is very small), — seeing 
that the books bought are press-marked, noting in a register of the books bought the headings under which the 
books will be arranged in a catalogue which has not been prepared during the six years of the Deputy 
Secretary's incumbency, -- and giving out books to be bound and receiving them back from the book-binder. A 
statement of his duties (prepared by himself) will be found in Appendix No. 7. 


As stock has to be taken, and a catalogue to be prepared, the full reduction of which the present cost of the 
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22. 


23. 


24. 


25. 


26. 


establishment is susceptible need not now be pressed; but, at the same time, there is nothing to warrant a 
continuance of the present scale of expenditure, which includes payments of Rs. 75 monthly to the Sub- 
Librarian for the most useful and arduous post in the establishment, and of Rs. 120 to another for lighter 
work. An immediate reduction of Rs. 45 monthly, or Rs. 540 yearly, in the cost of the establishment might, 
therefore, we think, be made. 


Baboos Joygopal Sen and Cally Prosonno Dutt are of opinion that the allotment for an establishment 
should [10] be considered in connection with the future management of the Library; and their views will 
accordingly be stated in the sequel (para 54). 


The possibility of getting books from England at less than the publishing price has been considered more 
than once, and been as often discountenanced by former Curators. It is well, however, to note the following 
facts. From an early period after the formation of the Library, books were bought in England from Messrs. 
Longman and Co. In 1849 more advantageous arrangements were made with Messrs. Taylor, Walton and 
Maberly, who undertook (we quote from the 1855 report) “to supply books at the actual cost price, charging 
a commission of ten per cent”. In May 1855, the agency was transferred to Messrs. Thacker, Spink & Co., 
“at 5 per cent. in advance on what Messrs. Walton and Maberly used to supply books for’’. But this trifling 
“Joss” (the report of 1855 continues) “was compensated by the advantage of the new arrangement. The 
Committee has now the option of returning any book received from London which may not be of sufficient 
interest, and of selecting from among Messrs. Thacker, Spink & Co.'s own importations of that or any other 
publications of the same value. Lists of new publications received from M/s Thacker, Spink & Co. by every 
steamer are furnished to the Committee, and the purchase of such books, as well as any others, old or new, 
which may be determined upon, are to be made on the same terms, viz. English retail price, less 10 per cent 
discount”. Two years later the rate was less favourable, the Report for 1857 stating that “all at the London 
publishing prices”. Since 1857 the agency has changed hands once, but it is again with Messrs. Thacker, 
Spink & Co., who charge the London publishing price at an exchange of 2 shillings per rupee. 


These terms, it will be observed, are those on which any private individual can get even one volume from 
England, [11] through a Calcutta bookseller, by simply paying the price in advance. In fact, the terms 
obtained by the Library seem less favorable than those allowed to private constituents; -—- for Calcutta 
booksellers, when procuring books for the latter, themselves defray the charges for freight and insurance 
out of the trade discount they get in England, whereas, through the liberality of the Peninsular and Oriental 
Steam Navigation Company, the Public Library receives, freight free, by the steamers of that Company, 
packages of books not exceeding in the aggregate seven cubic feet per mensem, and the Library takes the 
risk of transit and does not insure the packages. The Library is also in a position to pay in advance for its 
supplies from England. Under these circumstances, it appears that the Library should obtain the advantage 
ofa large portion of the trade discount, which ranges at about 25 per cent. 


The past changes in the agency for getting books from England were sometimes dictated by desire to get 
better terms, and in other cases were necessitated by bad selection of books by the London agents. But it 
may be noted that, by the present arrangement, the Library is shut out from the frequent opportunities which 
occur in England of buying clean copies of certain classes of books, at greatly reduced prices, a short time 
after their publication. 


The foregoing remarks apply to the present arrangements for the ordinary monthly supplies of books. 
But apart from these supplies, the Library will, it is hoped, be in a position gradually to make special 
purchases for completing deficiencies in its stock of books of reference, standard works of general interest, 
and useful Anglo-Indian publications. Some of these are procurable in England at much less than the 
published prices, and orders for them might be sent direct to English booksellers without the intervention of 
Messrs. Thacker, Spink & Co.; others can be obtained at similar reduced prices from the stock of the local 
book-sellers, or at [12] occasional sales of the private libraries. The opportunities for these cheap purchases 
should be watched by the Curators. 
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27. The rates of subscription, and the numbers of sets of books allowable to subscribers, have ranged as follows 
since the institution of the Library — 










From March 1849 to December 1859 | From January 1866 to 1873 


Perio- Old New Peno- 
Books Books dicals Total 


3 
o.|] o 
( grade abolished) 
* old or new ** old only *** grade did not exist 


{zl 


ag 





Upto February 1849, first class subscribers either paid an entrance fee of Rs 20 for the first month, and 
Rs. 6 every succeeding month, or Rs. 8 a month without entrance fee. Second class subscribers either paid 
an entrance fee of Rs 16 for the first month, and 4 Rs every succeeding month, or Rs. 6 a month without 
entrance fee. Third class subscribers paid Rs. 6 for the first month, and Rs. 2 every succeeding month. The 
entrance fees were abolished in March 1849, from which month the present rates have obtained. 


28 When the first and second grades of subscribers paid more than they now do, they were allowed less than 
half the number of sets they now receive, and the third class subscriber, for the same subscription as tn 1 848, 
now get twice the number of sets they were allowed in that year. The privileges of [13] all grades have been 
increased, and a demand has thereby been created, fiom a smaller number of readers than formerly, for a 
much larger supply of books, which the library, with a diminished income, has not been able to provide in 
sufficient numbers 


29 The proprietors, too, have shared in the advantage of increased privileges for diminished payments; for 
when the price of transferable shares was Rs. 400, a proprietor could take only three sets of books, whereas 
in 1873, when his share 1s not worth more than Rs, 250, net, 1f sold, or Rs. 350 if bought by him , he has the 
use of seven sets. A person who may become a proprietor in | 867 by paying Rs. 350 for a transferable share, 
and who may sell his share in January 1874 for Rs. 250, will have enjoyed the use of seven sets of books at a 
time fora payment of one hundred rupees for the seven years, plus interest on Rs. 350. 


30. 1n 1848 the monthly average of subscriptions was Rs. 902, and the cost of establishment was Rs. 239, giving 
a net income of Rs. 663,exclusive of miscellaneous receipts. In 1872 the monthly average of subscription 
was Rs. 685 and the monthly cost of establishment was Rs. 386, thus giving a net income of Rs. 299 in 1872 
as against a net monthly income of Rs. 663 in 1848, for sustaining a circulation of books which amounted to 
26,680 sets in 1872, as against 20,653 sets in 1848. 


31. Nothing short of a curtailment of privileges can remove the existing dissatisfaction at the slow circulation 
and insufficient supply of books; for extravagant privileges have both increased the demand for books, and 
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reduced the Library's means of meeting that demand; nay, they must also have prevented many persons from 
becoming subscribers who have the use, through subscribing friends, of the books which the latter can afford 
to lend, out of the excessive supply which they now get from the Library. 


{14]32. The cia of subscribers in the several grades, and their average monthly subscriptions have been — 
average number of subscribers Monthly amount of subscription 
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33. In 1848, before the formation ofa fourth class, there were 211 subscribers; and in 1870, or three years after the 
abolition of the fourth grade, there were 233, or 22 more than in 1848; notwithstanding that , in the interval, 
circumstances tending to diminish the number of subscribers have occurred, suck as the shorter stay at the 
Presidency of military officers arriving from Europe, the annual removal of the government of India to Simla, 
and the formation of libraries under the Government Education Department, and of the Indian Mudie's 
Library, and the Calcutta Reading Club in the northern part of the town, The number of subscribers has indeed 
fallen off since 1870; but among the subscribers who withdrew in 1871 and 1872, were several who 
resented[15] the stoppage their allowance of books till they should have paid up arrears of subscription. 
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34. The privileges of subscribers were enlarged in 1849, at a time when there were 63 first class and 62 second 
class subscribers, or in all 125, against 35 first class and 97 second class, or a total of 132, in 1870. This shews 
conclusively that the extravagant privileges conceded to first class subscribers in 1849 being greater than 
most of them cared for, many transferred their subscriptions to the second class, at a loss to the Library. 
Consequently, although in 1849, the total monthly subscription received from 125 subscribers of the first and 
second classes amounted to Rs. 625, or Rs. 5 per head, those from 132 subscribers of the same classes in 1870 
amounted to only Rs. 598; whereas at Rs. 5, or the average rate in 1849, they should have amounted to Rs. 
660. 


35. The effect, on the third class subscribers, of the formation of a fourth class in 1849, and of its extinction at the 
end of 1865, is also suggestive . Until 1849, the third class subscribers were entitled to only one set of books 
for Rs. 2 a month. On the formation of the fourth class at Re ! month, a number of persons who were content 
to receive one set of books at a time, transferred their subscriptions from the third to the fourth class. So that, 
while in 1849 there had been 106 third class subscribers, in 1865 there were only 50; but in the following year, 
when the fourth class was abolished, the number in the third class at once rose to 120 and it was 101 in 1870. 


36. The reduction of privileges, which is imperatively necessary, might certainly be made by leaving the rates of 
subscription unaltered, and simply cutting down the number of sets allowable to proprietors and the several 
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Classes of subscribers This, however, although tt would diminish the pressure on the available supply of 
books, would not, it 1s , [16] feared, improve the income, on the contrary it would probably injure the Library, 
by driving away persons who would be willing to pay extra for additional privileges 


37 It is therefore desirable to effect a revision, which reducing the ordinary privileges of the several grades of 
subscribers, would allow them to purchase extra privileges to an extent below that of the present scale, by 
aggregate payments not greatly, 1fat all, exceeding their present subscriptions A revision of thts kind would, 


it 1s thought, answer the double purpose of improving the income and preventing the undue circulation of 
books among a lhmited number 


38 Inarranging the revised grades of ordinary subscription, a pressure to subscribe in higher grades might be put 
on all who can afford it, by debarring second and third grades from the privilege of obtaining new books, and 
the third grade from novels and periodicals 


39 That the exclusion of the two lower grades, more or less, from the advantage ot periodicals and new novels, 
would induce many of the present members of these classes to go into higher grades, will be seen from the 
following statement of the circulation of books from time to time -- 


Number of sets No of No tn] and 
General Novels Periodicals Total Subscribers  2™ classes 
Literature 
1847 5,142 10,436 4,197 19,775 203 
1849 6,040 11,416 4,105 21,561 265 125 
1852 9,130 13,697 5,037 27,864 390 147 
1865 7,249 10,387 8,75) 26,387 310 122 
1867 6,576 13,609 6,663 26,848 235 122 
1870 6,586 10,052 9545 26,183 233 198 
1871 7,290 9,767 10,793 27,850 201 115 
1872 5,988 10,313 10,379 26,680 177 114 


{17} From this table it appears that three-fourths of the circulation 1s composed of novels and periodicals 


40 Our first suggestion is that the subscription for periodicals be made distinct fiom that for books (properly so 
called), that the privilege of subscribing for periodicals be restricted to proprietors and first and second class 
subscribers, and that even among these, the right of taking the Hlustrated and other English newspapers 
received by the Overland Mail be confined, until the expiration of one month after such newspapers have 
been received, to proprietors and first class subscribers 


41 We propose that the subscription for reviews or periodicals be hhmited to one Rupee a month for one 
magazine, periodical, or English newspaper, at a time, and that no one be allowed to subscribe for more than 
three sets at a time 


42 Generally, two numbers of a review published quarterly, and from three to six numbers of a monthly 
periodical, are bound up in one volume. After magazines or quarterly periodicals have thus been 
bound up into volumes, they might be classed with novels, old or new, according to the date of publication of 
the earliest number bound up in the particular volume 


[18]43. The existing rule under which a book 1s considered new for twelve months after its publication, should 
continue in force as regards books properly so called 
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44 The following alternative scales of subscription are proposed — 
| Setsof Books | nooks 


Old Total 
Casas 


Be Se RS 
| Sccondciass [3-0-0 0 1200. 2 


Third class I(not ] 
novel) 
SCALE B |Singlerate | 


[FirstClass [3-8-0 | tt 2 | With the option of paying one rupee 
Second Class [2-0-0 [1 [... [1 [a month for cach periodical or 


LU eee 
empowered to restrict subscriptions 
Mail to be conferred for one month after their receipt to those subscribers for periodicals who are 


three sets, but should — this 
not. 
mam [EST | 
novel * 
ee for periodicals to 1” class 
proprietors or first class subscribers 




















Monthly 


coe Remarks 
Subscription 


With the option of paying one rupee 
a month for each periodical or 
newspaper, up to a maximum of 
three sets. 




































combination of a single rate for 
books, with the special subscription 

for periodicals, inducc many first 

class subscribers to descend to the 

ae Rate 
RRR cea subscribers and proprietors. 

FirstClass | 5-0-0 = {3s 1s 4 fs With the option of paying one rupec 
Second Class | 3-0-0  =[2 ~~ |. = [4 | a month for cach newspaper or 
-8- criodical up to a maximum of thiee 
Third Class apa ene 2 P P 
novels) 


second grade, the Curators to be 
sets. 
NB --On scales A and B alike, the mght of taking illustrated and other newspapers received by the Overland 












45 The merit of simplicity is claimed for scale A, but whether it would bring in any increased income cannot now 
be claimed , inasmuch as the probability of its producing even the present amount of income depends on 
whether this loss arising trom the reduction of the ordinary subscription of all three grades would be made up 
by the separate subscriptions for periodicals obtainable from proprietors and first and second class 
subscribers. 


[19]46 Onscale B, proprietors, like first class subscribers, would have to pay Rs. 1-8-0. a month for any sets of books 
they might desire in excess of two, besides, paying Re 1 a month for one set at a time of periodicals It 1s 
objected that the double rates in Scale B would introduce too much complication ; but they would probably 
involve no greater complication than the necessity of keeping two Library Books for each subscriber on the 
double rate, the additional work being of the same kind as that which occurs when a new subscribe: 1s 
entolled, and being compensated for, in the same way, by additional income to the Library. Nor should it be 
oveilooked that, up to 1848 (in which year the amount of subscriptions was one-third more than in 1872), 
there were two rates of subscription for each of subscribers, namely, a smaller rate for those who had paid an 
entrance fee, than for those who had not done so. The Indian Mudie's Library has four rates of subsc1 iption 
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The following rough estimate of the probable additional mcome likely to be derived from the adoption of 
Scale B will not be out of place. 


Books out Average 

standing on | Number with 

Ist Feb. 1873 | each 
subscriber 


single rate on Scale B 


Number of sets at 


fon) 
™ 
io?) 
4 
3 
a 
oO 
vo 
bh, 
iS 
o 
2 
E 
3 
z. 


Single Rate subscription 


on Scale B 
subscription per head for 


extra sets and 
Increase of subscription 


Sets of books 
Periodicals 
Periodicals 
Probable extra 
for periodicals 


Proprietors 
Less those who 
do not take books 


First Class 
Second Class 
Third Class 





(20] 


48. 


49. 


*Many of the present second and third class subscribers would on the reduction of privileges, and the establishment of the single rates of 
subscription , go to the next higher class 


The number of novel readers in the third class is not readily ascertainable. It is assumed in the preceding 
calculation that as many as 30 out of 69 third class subscribers would elect not to read novels; and that the 
remaining 39 would go into the higher class, on the single rate of Rs. 2, without electing to subscribe for 
periodicals. 


The table contained in paragraph 39 shows that the circulation of periodicals had increased from 4,105 sets in 

1849 to 10,379 sets in 1872, although the proprietors and first and second class subscribers, to whom the 
circulation of new periodicals is restricted, were fewer in 1872 than in 1849. In | 866, a second set of 
periodical was indeed allowed to proprietors and first class subscribers, but taking into account the smaller 
number of these classes (viz.,86 in 1873), the extra set taken by them would account for but a smaller part of 
the disproportionate increase of circulation. The inference 1s, and the fact appears to be, that periodicals have 
been improperly issued to third class subscribers, who have thus escaped the pressure to join a higher class , 
which a restriction to even the existing over-liberal scale of privileges might have produced. It is 
indispensable that , for the future, subscribers of classes that are not entitled to periodicals, should be strictly 
denied them, even if the periodicals have ceased to circulate among the higher grades. The circulation of new 
books among those not entitled thereto should be similarly prohibited. 


Amere increase of funds for buying books will , however, be of little avail in making the Library popular, 
unless the tastes of the subscribers who, in fact, support the Library, are consulted by allowing the subscribers 
to be fully represented in the governing body, as regards the selection and purchase of books . To illustrate this 
we append a statement compiled [21] from the various annual reports of the number of sets of books 
purchased in each year from 1858:- 
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Theology, History Poetry French Periodi- Misce- 
Philosophy, {| Biography, and works cals llaneous 
Grammar, Travels, Novels 
Pure & East 
Applied Indies 
Sciences, 
Professional 
Works &c. 
12 és 





It has been shown in a previous paragraph that three-fourths of the circulation consists of novels and 
periodicals, while it appears here that nearly two-thirds of the Books purchased in 1870 and in 1872 consisted of 
graver reading, so that the purchases did not harmonise with the prevailing taste. 


50. But even judicious purchases will be of little avail if strict account be not kept of the books bought. Stock has 
never been taken in the Library, and there is no existing stock account with which any actual stocktaking hereafter to be 
undertaken could be compared, the account which is kept of the circulation of each book being [22] unsuited to the 
purpose. Consequently, whether the Library should now possess 15,000 or 25,000 volumes is purely a matter of 
conjecture to any one who cannot be at the trouble of counting the volumes entered in the catalogues. Even the last 
mentioned mode of reckoning would be incorrect and inconclusive, from the fact of the most recent of the catalogues 
extending no later than the year 1866 or 1867, and for other reasons. On | February 1873, 903 sets of books, supposed 
to be irrecoverable, were outstanding with Proprietors and subscribers who have quitted Calcutta. How many more 
have been stolen, the Librarian must shudder to think. 


SI. An account, in detail, of the titles and press-mark numbers of the several sets on the shelves should be kept in 
respect of the contents of each book-case. The opening of such an account (not a formidable task) would, for a time, 
relieve the tedium of the hours of constrained, involuntary idleness of the Deputy Secretary and Librarian. When once 
finished, this account could be written up in a few hours on each occasion of the arrival of books from England, and ina 
few minutes on each occasion of local purchase. With the assistance of such an account , any member of the 
Committee, who might be visitor or manager for the week , could , in an hour at the outside, take stock of any book- 
case, or, in less time, ofa shelf in a book-case, selected hap-hazard, and without any previous notice of his intention. 
Having verified with the stock account the volumes present on the shelves, the visiting member could note down the 
volumes then absent from the particular shelf, and these latter volumes could be traced at leisure by the sub-librarian or 
his assistants, in the separate account of the books in circulation, for the information of the Committee. 


$2. Beside stock-taking, there are other duties of important detail which cannot be expected from the present 


Committee of three Curators, but which could be easily [23] preformed by a larger governing body. These duties we 
will attempt to enumerate:-- 
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I. The present governing body has not the means of detecting any omissions in the bill list, from which list alone 
itcan be ascertained, what amount of subscription the Library ought to receive. At present there is no security 
against such omissions, beyond the honesty of the Sub-Librarian, Prosonno Paulit, and his assistant, and their 
vigilance in limiting the issue of books to proprietors, and to those whose names are enrolled in the bill list as 
subscribers. With a large governing body, however, an efficient check would be perfectly feasible. 


Il. The list of subscriptions outstanding could be reduced and kept down by a weekly, or other periodical, 
examination of them by some number of the governing body. 


Ill. The works outstanding in the possession of proprietors and subscribers are not scrutinized by the Curators. In 
several instances which have come to the Committee's notice during a cursory examination of the books, 
parties whom the Sub-Committee know to be permanent residents of Calcutta , and easily get-atable, and 
who have a number of books outstanding against their names, have the words “not to be found” written 
opposite their names. 


IV. It does not appear that the Curators ever see whether any proprietor or subscriber has more than his proper 
allowance of books. 


V. For want of steady supervision by one of the governing body, the catalogues are imperfect. A catalogue was 
prepared in 1855 , a supplement was issued in 1860, and a second supplement in 1867; but none of the 
proprietors and subscribers possess a complete catalogue of the books in the library; and , without such a 
catalogue it is hopeless to expect any accession of subscribers from among[24] residents in the mofussil 
notwithstanding the facilities afforded them by the railway for drawing supplies of books from the Library. 


VI. The several Registers which are kept in the Library should be periodically examined for the purpose of seeing 
that they are properly kept. 


53. These duties of important detail would not singly take up much time, but would (the first of them especially) 
require constant attention by one or other of the governing body during visits of a few minutes’ duration. In a large 
Committee they could be readily performed by any member to whom they were delegated; for, if taken in weekly or 
other rotation, by the several members of the Committee, they would fall lightly on the whale number. We therefore 
propose that the present Committee should be enlarged. 


54.  Baboos Joygopal Sen and Cally Prosonno Dutt , for reasons somewhat different from those in paras 50 to 53, 
are of opinion that the Curators should continue as the Financial Committee, and that the present Committee of 
Selection should be enlarged, so as to include the Curators and nine additional members, for the duties of detail above 
described, in addition to the duty of selecting books. Their views will be stated in a separate paper, which, if received 
in time, will be found in the appendix*. (* Not printed) 


55. Messrs. Rogers and Hollingbery, however , support the following scheme:-- 


1. There are now three Curators who are chosen by proprietors and first class subscribers. These three might be 
constituted President and Vice-Presidents of a Council to include twelve other members; five of these to be 
proprietors, and the other seven, first or second class subscribers of one year’s standing. From this Council might be 
formed two Committees , viz, a Finance, Correspondence, and House Committee, and a Committee for the selection of 
books, periodicals, and other publications , and the preparation of catalogues; the President [25] and two Vice- 
Presidents being members, ex-officio ,of both committees. 


Hl. The Finance Committee might deal with all matters of finance, a right being reserved to the President and 
two Vice-Presidents to veto any measures of the Finance Committee tending to entail additional liability, or to 
encroach on the privileges of proprietors; but the occasions for this exercise of the veto might be almost entirely 
prevented by requiring a statement in each annual report of how much, on the basis of the previous year’s income and 
expenditure, and of available ordinary income and like considerations, the Finance Committee propose to spend for 
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ordinary purchases of books, &c., during the coming year . This amount might be specially sanctioned at the annual 
meeting as the limit within which the President and the Vice-Presidents need not exercise any veto on the proceedings 
of the Finance Committee, unless , in the course of the year , an unlooked for failure of income should necessitate a 
reduction of the limit for the year’s expenditure. Within the present limit, the Finance Committee, in concert with the 
Committee of Selection, might also buy books locally on favorable opportunities offering, provided the local 
purchases, plus the cost of the supplies from England, were kept within the total allotment. 


56. The Committee of Selection ought not to act on any proposal for purchase entered in the suggestion book 
which has not the support of at least three-fourths of its entire number, and , in or before October in each year, it should 
consult a meeting of subscribers to periodicals, respecting the periodicals to be ordered for the ensuing year. They 
should also see that the purchases of the three classes of books, viz., general literature, novels , and periodicals, bear a 
due proportion to the respective demands under these heads. 


37. In the foregoing portion of this report, the Committee has purposely omitted certain suggestions which might 
have diverted attention from more essential points, but it [26] is now time to refer to them, and they will be thrown 
together as miscellaneous suggestions, -- 


1. No part of the funded capital of the Library should be sold for the purpose of meeting ordinary expenditure 
without the sanction of the two Councils, whose proceedings will, of course, be subject to approval by the annual 
general meeting . 


II. Asstatement from the year 1847 should be prepared of transferable shares, and be audited by the auditors; the 
opening balance of 1847 , and the closing balance of 1872, being supported by nominal lists of — 


(a) The proprietors on the books on I“ January 1847 distinguishing those whose shares were in 
abeyance, but had not lapsed. 


(b) Those who became proprietors in each year from 1" December 1846 to 1849, when new proprietary 
shares were declared to be not transferable. 


(c) Proprietors whose shares have lapsed in the interval up to December 1872, classed according to the 
years in which the lapses occurred; and opposite each original name should appear— the successive 
holders of the share transferred from that time, with the details of transfer. 


(d) Proprietors who now hold transferable shares, distinguishing the shares which are in abeyance. 


In future the Annual Report should contain an abstract of the state of account of transferable shares, and of the 
changes since the preceding year; and, in the detail of proprietors, those who hold transferable share should be shown 
together. 


III. Those books and volumes which are now out of print should be kept under lock and key, and not allowed to 
circulate on any account. They should also be classed in the [27] catalogue under this distinctive head, in addition to 
the entry of them in italics, in their place in the ordinary arrangement of the catalogue. 


IV. Valuable illustrated works should be similarly secured in a room in which they can be freely inspected by 
subscribers and visitors , and should be withheld from circulation, except under an express sanction from the Council 
in each case; the return of the works within the prescribed time, and in the condition in which they were taken out, 
being also reported to the sanctioning officers. 


V. Under rule 45, a proprietor or subscriber who does not return a book after due notice is liable to pay the cost of 
it. As this penalty is not enforced on account of its severity, a fine of eight annas might be imposed for each week of 
undue detention, without prejudice to the recovery of the full cost if the book be lost. 


VI. Future Annual Reports should invariably mention the progress made in the preparation of the catalogue, or of 
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supplements thereto; and the appendix to the report should contain the fundamental rules of the Society, and a 


selection of the rules which define the constitution of the Library, the functions and power of the governing body, and 
the procedure for altering fundamental rules. 


58. 
1 


[28 
2. 


59. 


Summarising this report, it appears — 


That from 1867 to 1872, inclusive, the expenditure of the Library has exceeded its ordinary 

income, and that the deficiency has been met from a special receipt which must fail in time, 

and which is not correctly appropriable to ordinary expenditure, namely, the proceeds of the 
sale of lapsed transferable shares; also, that the ordinary income of the Library has 


declined Since 1849 ooo cc cccsecsesssssesssssssesstcssvessesesssesesessnesesseeneasens lto 15 
] 

That the remedies are to reduce the expenditure, increase income, and curtail the extravagant 
privileges of proprietors and SubSCribers ..........cccecesessesesssesesssssesssscsescsesseseneseseecsseesscnens 16 


. That expenditure can be reduced by revising the list of periodicals and the scale of 


Establishment, and that it is practicable to get books cheaper, and so buy more for the 
PTESONEOUELAY. 2 os:5o screeds sets sosensteasavchasctcnss vaase sousespaesUaposcaaulaa iar sduscsobsescusdetapstieeelaaueseaete 17 to 26 


. That income can be improved , and privileges curtailed, by revising the present rates 


OF SUDSCTIPUIOM: ii Seeded eed ape neu cinas oe EE P40G vg fae ole oe odo ot gan Conaptaeneaaestass 27 to 48 


. That purchases of books do aot conform with the tastes of subscribers:-- 


stock is not taken of the property of the Library , nor is a stock account 

kept:-- and that other duties of important detail are not performed for 

want of proper watching by the governing body, which at present is too 

small for the purpose............ sop aeae Moose wedhona gad cauubaeetacaseenis ete ecususeadeteuas 49 to 53 


. That the governing body should be enlarged. 


To this end are proposed---- 
(a)A scheme by Baboos Joygopal Sen and Cally Prosonno Dutt......... Jiveeseni ess 54 
(b) Another scheme by Messrs. Rogers and Hollingbery.................:.seceeeeeeeceereeees 55 


. That proposals, in the suggestion book for the purchase of particular 


works should not be lightly adopted; at the same time, that the purchases of the 

three classes of books, namely, general literature, novels, and periodicals, 

should bear a due proportion to the demands under these heads, 

and that subscribers to periodicals should be consulted annually, in 

October, respecting the periodicals to be taken in the ensuing year...........2-- steers 56 


. That the sale of the Government paper belonging to the Library, and of lapsed transferable [29] shares, should be 


brought under certain checks, and that the security of rare books and valuable illustrated works, the timely return 
of books from circulation and certain other important details, should be provided for by special rules. ..............57 


The recommendations of the Committee involve the following change in the rules, viz. . :- 
1". - That rules 5 and 6 be altered as follows : 
.- (As proposed by Baboos Joygopal Sen and Cally Prosonno Dutt). 
Rule 5. The management of the Library is entrusted to two Committees, viz. 
AFinance Committee of three members, to be elected annually from the proprietors, and to be the Trustees of 
the Calcutta Public Library under Act XLII of 1850, any one of whom shall have authority to draw interest in 
the government securities ; and (under Rule 9) any two to sell and transfer, or to pledge or assign, the said 
Government securities. 
2. A Committee of Selection, to include the Finance Committee and additional members, who are to be 
charged (in addition to the duty of selecting books), with watching’and controlling all important details 
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necessary for the security of the income and stock of the Library, and the recovery of money and books 
outstanding. 


Rule 6.- The members of the Committee of Selection, other than those elected under Rule 5, to be elected annually 
from the proprietors and subscribers. 


Il. (As proposed by Messrs. A. Rogers and R. H. Hollingbery). 


Rule 5- The management of the Library is entrusted to a Council of fifteen members, namely, eight proprietors and 
[30] seven first or second class subscribers of more than one year's standing, who are to be elected at the 
annual general meeting, and of whom three are to be elected at that meeting, from the proprietors , as 
President and Vice-Presidents of the Council and as Trustees of the Calcutta Public Library under Act XLHI 
of 1850, with power to any one of the three to draw interest on the Government securities of the Library, and 
(under Rule 9) to any two of them to sell and transfer, or to pledge and assign, the said Government securities. 


Rule 6:- From the Council elected under Rule 5 there shall be formed two Committees, of which the President and 
Vice-Presidents shall be members ex-officio. viz :- 


1. A Finance, Correspondence, and House Committee, for watching and controlling all important details 
necessary for the security of the income and stock of the Library, and the recovery of money and books 
outstanding, and with power in all matters of finance, but with reservation to the President and Vice- 
Presidents ofa power to veto any measures of the Committee which may tend to entail additional liability, or 
to encroach on the privileges of proprietors : provided that such veto shall not be exercised in any case in 
which the Finance Committee desires to incur expenditure within a limit to be fixed for each current year at 
the annual general meeting held in the beginning of such year, unless, in the course of the year, an unlooked 
for failure of income should necessitate a reduction of the limit of expenditure. 


2. ACommittee for the selection of books , periodicals, and other publications. 


Rule8. For “proceedings of the Curators” read “proceedings of the Committee of Finance and Selection of 
books”:, and (in the event of adoption of Messrs. Rogers and Hollingbery's amendment of Rules 5 and 6 )“of the 
Presidents in their capacity as trustees of the library” 


Rule 9 to be altered as follows :- “No part of the capital of the Library shall be sold for the purpose of meeting 
[31] ordinary expenditure without the sanction of the two Committees of Finance and Selection of books, nor shal! any 
such sale be made, or any resolution of the Finance Committee disposing of any funds of the Society exceeding in 
amount one thousand rupees, be carried into effect without the sanction of a special meeting of proprietors, unless the 
object of such sale or resolution shall have been approved of at the previous annual general meeting of the proprietors 
of Library”. 


Rule 12 to be altered as follows :-- : “In the event of any vacancy occurring in the Committee of Finance or of 
Selection of books in the course of the year, the two Committees are to fill it up from among the members of the Society 
who are qualified to supply the vacancy”. 

Rules 22,23, and 24 to be altered as follows :— 


ois bata insert rates of scale A or B, as either scale may be adopted, numbering the rates for the three classes 
23 and 24). 


In Rules 10,11,13,14,38,41,42 and 46, and the footnote to Rule 25, and in the bye-laws 18,20, and 23, for 
“Curators” read “the Council of the Library”, if Messrs. Rogers and Hollingbery's amendment of Rule 5 and 6 be 
adopted ; or “Financial Committee”, if the amendment of Baboos Joygopal Sen and Cally Prosonno Dutt be adopted. 


In Rules 20,28,32,35 and 37 for “Curators” read “Finance Committee”. 


______ Rule 45 to be altered as follows :- “Any person not returning, after due notice, any book or books within the 
time limited by the Library rules, can have no other books issued to him. He must also pay a fine of eight annas a set for 
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each week of undue detention of each set of books or periodicals, without prejudice to the recovery of the full cost if 
the book or periodical be lost”. 


Rule 46 to be altered as follows :- First line begin thus :-- “Rare and scarce books difficult of replacement, if 
of value, are not to be circulated on any account, and the following books, &c. &c.” 


Initem S, after “replacement” add “but not of special value”. 


In bye-law 6 conclude thus:-- “But in no case shall a new book or periodical, while the book continues to be 
regarded as new, or the periodical is not bound in a volume be issued to a subscriber who is not entitled to take out new 
books or periodicals, even if it has ceased to circulate among those who are so entitled”. 


A.ROGERS 

6" May 1873 JOYGOPAL SEN 
CALLY PROSONNO DUTT 
R.H. HOLLINGBERY. 


(Appendices on pages 33 to 43. Appendices 1— Abstracts of Receipts, p. 33; 2. Abstract Income, p. 34; 3. Abstract 
of Expenditure, p. 35; 4. Monthly average number of subscribers, p. 36; 5. Number of sets in circulation, p. 37; 6. List 
of periodicals, pp. 38-41, and 7. Duties of Deputy Secretary, pp. 42-43). : 


APPENDIX NO 1 
. ABSTRACT OF RECEIPTS, EXPENDITURE AND BALANCES IN EACH YEAR FROM 1848 TO 1872 





RECEIPTS DISBURSEMENTS Closing Balances 
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s 720 
11,500 1,149 
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13,500 439 
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APPENDIX NO. 2 


From 
parties 


ming 
including | Preprie- 
tors 
including 
fines 


INCOME from 1849 to 1872 in Rupees 


Special 
receipts 
from 
Interest | Chess 
realised Club Other 
onGovt | Vested | ordinary 
Paper Fund income 
donations, 
Govt &c. 








62,992 
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APPENDIX 3. 


EXPENDITURE in Rupees 


& Printing 

Estabhi- and 

shment Adverti- 
sement 


Building 
and 
Repairs 


Grand 
Total 


27, “682 22, 918 1,893 3, 876 2,124 4,317 5,229 68, 039 
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APPENDIX 4: 


MONTHLY AVERAGE NUMBER OF SUBSCRIBERS 


aoe : Total 
monthly 

§ mae : average 

ubscribers | subscribers, | Subscribers | subscribers | Subscription 
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APPENDIX NO. 5 


NUMBER OF SETS IN CIRCULATION FROM 1847 TO 1872 





-— 


1848 
1849 
1850 
185] 
1852 
1853 
1854 
1855 
1856 
1857 
1858 
1859 
1860 
1861 
1862 
1963 
1964 
1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1872 






















General 
Literature 


5,142 
5,760 
6,040 
8,518 
7,941 
9,130 
9,017 
8,387 
9,122 
8,883 
8,332 
8,830 
8,251 
7,928 
7,187 
6,745 
11,505 

7,686 

7,249 

7,040 

6,576 

7,577 
5,989 
6,856 
7,290 
5,988 





























Prose 
works of 
Imagination 


10,436 
10,502 
11,416 
14,096 
13,707 
13,697 
14,561 
12,926 
13,588 
11,477 
10,889 
11,136 
11,135 
10,949 
10,850 
10,178 
18,075 
14,101 
10,387 
11,472 
13,609 
12,254 
10,925 
10,052 

9,797 
10,313 














Periodicals 


4,197 
4,391 
4,105 
4,799 
5,532 
5,037 


5,783 
5,694 
5.711 
5,610 
6,571 
6,163 
7,399 
6,576 
7,319 
11,001 
9,243 
8,751 
8,458 
6,663 
7,228 
7,97) 
9,545 
10,793 
10,379 





19,775 
20,653 
21,561 
27,413 
27,180 
27,864 
23,578 
27,096 
28,394 
26,071 
24,831 
26,537 
25,549 
26,276 
24,613 
24,242 
40,579 
31,030 
26,387 
26,970 
26,848 
27,059 
24,885 
26,183 
27,850 
26,680 
















Monthly 
Average 





1,721 
1,960 
2,284 
2,265 
2,322 
1,965 
2,258 
2,367 
2,173 
2,069 
2,211 
2,127 
2,189 
2,051 
2,020 
3,381 
2,586 
2,199 
2,247 
2,237 
2,255 
2,074 
2,182 
2,321 









No. of sets 

to which proprietors 
and subscribers were 
entitled at one time. 





1,462 
1,663 
1,654 
1,666 
1,681 
1,622 
1,563 
1,573 
1,640 
1,411 
1,340 
1,368 
1,344 
1,283 
1,596 
1,507 
1,351 
1,493 
1,475 
1,460 
1,460 
1,527 
1,403 
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[38} 
APPENDIX NO. 6 (pp. 38-41) 





LIST OF PERIODICALS 2 
No of Yearly ro : 
Copies subscription Za 
QUARTERLIES Rs A.P. 
1 British Quarterly 12-0-0 
1 British and Forergn Medico-Chirurgical D 12-0-00 
3 Edinburgh DI 36-0-0 13 
1 North Amencan 12-0-0 
1 Quarterly Journal of Microscopical Science D 8-0-0 2 
3. Quarterly Review D1 36-0-0 13 
3 Westminster Di} 36-0-0 14 
1 Journal of the Statistical Society of London 10-0-0 
MONTHLY MAGAZINES 
3. All the Year Round 19-8-0 20 
1 - Weekly No. by Book-post via Bombay D 11-4-0 2 
1 Argosy 3-0-0 I] 
1 Art Journal 15-0-0 7 
1 Atlantic Monthly 9-0-0 
[39]1 Athenaeum, Weekly No by Book-post via Bombay 13-0-0 13 
1) Belgravia 6-0-0 19 
6* Blackwood Di 90-0-0 38 
2 Chamber's Journal 8-0-0 25 
1 -Weekly No by Book post via Bombay 9-15-4 
1 Contemporary Review 15-0-0 8 
5 Cormhill Magazine 30-0-0 32 
2 Doublin University Magazine D1 30-0-0 9 
1 Economist, Weekly No by Book-post via Bombay 31-14-8 For Reading Room 
1 European Mail, by Book-post via Bombay D 6-0-0 Ditto 
1 Family Herald 3-0-0 6 
2 Fortnightly Review 12-0-0 14 
2 ‘Fraser's Magazine 30-0-0 14 
1 Fun 3-8-0 8 
2 Good Words 6-0-0 11 
2 Graphic, Weekly No. by Book-post via Bombay 42-0-0 48 
1 Home News, Weekly No. by Book- pest via Bombay 19-8-0 For reading Room. 
Camied over 575-10-0 
* One copy for the Reading Room 
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PERIODICALS (¢contd.) 
Yearly 
subscription 

Rs.A.P. 

Brought Forward 575-10-0 

Hlustrated, News Weekly No. by Book-post via Bombay 124-8-0 
Illustration, Weekly No. by Book-post via Bombay 27-0-0 
Lady's Newspaper, Weekly No. By Book-post via Bombay 104-0-0 
Lancet, Weekly No. by Book-post via Bombay D_= 21-12-0 
Law Magazine 12-0-0 
London Society 12-0-0 
Macmillan's Magazine 12-0-0 
Mail, by Book-post via Bombay 65-0-0 
New Monthly 6-0-0 
Notes and Queries 8-0-0 
Once a Week 16-8-0 
--- Weekly No. by Book-post via Bombay D_ 11-14-0 
Pall Mall Budget, Weekly No. by Book-post via Bombay 19-8-0 
Punch, Weekly No. by Book-post via Bombay 52-8-0 
Revue des deux Mondes, Fortnightly 28-0-0 


Saturday Review, Weekly by Book-post (via Bombay) 1132-4-0 39-0-0 


St. James' Magazine 6-0-0 
St.Paul's Magazine 6-0-0 
Sunday at Home D 3-0-0 
Temple Bar 6-0-0 

INDIAN PERIODICALS 
Calcutta Review 16-0-0 
----Weekly Reports D 50-0-0 
Indian Antiquary 20-0-0 
anceeeee Economist 30-0-0 
-—Chaniavari (quarterly subscription) 5-0-0 
Oriental Sporting Magazine 24-0-0 
Total 1,298-4-0 

INDIAN NEWSPAPERS 
Englishman 57-0-0 
Indian Daily News 60-0-0 
Friend of India 20-0-0 
Indian Observer 20-0-0 
Grand Total 1,455-4-0 
* One copy for the Reading Room. 


No. 
of Readers 


For Reading Room 
-Ditto 

Ditto 

2 
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[42] APPENDIX NO. 7 — Duties of the Deputy Secretary and Librarian, 


MAW SP ENS 


10. 
il. 
12. 


13. 


15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 


19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 


[43] 


23. 


24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 


as described by himself 


Exercising a general supervision and control over the establishment. 

Carrying on communication with the Committee of Curators. 

Receiving invoice of new books, periodicals and papers from the book agents. 

Obtaining delivery order and sending for the case of books, &c. from the Custom House bi-monthly. 

Entering the books, &c., in the minute-book of the Committee of Selection, as per invoice. 

Calling the meetings of the Committee and attending them. 

Returning the books rejected, and entering those retained in a book kept for the purpose, and classifying, press- 
marking and cataloguing the same. 

Receiving English newspapers by each mail and keeping an entry of the same. 

Receiving presentations of books, &c., entering the same in a book, and in some cases acknowledging them. 

Applying for presentations to the Government and private individuals. 

Carrying on correspondence with the book agents, book-sellers in England, proprietors, subscribers, &c. &c. 

Having all accounts for payment, as well as those of subscribers wishing to become proprietors, made out and 
examined. 

Seeing all payments made. 

Drawing interest on Government Securities for signature. 

Drawing cheques and getting them signed. 

Receiving visitors and answering references. 

Doing some of the duties of an assistant when the latter is absent. 

Examining the books and periodicals requiring binding, re-binding or repairing, keeping entries of the same ina 
book, delivering them to the binder, and noting their return. 

Drawing up the annual report, submitting it to the Committee of Curators, and passing it through the press. 

Calling the general meetings, and keeping a record of their proceedings. 

Advertising new books, and getting slips of the same. 

Keeping the attendance book. 


Preparing and submitting for approval from time to time lists of old novels and other works for sale, and sending 
them to auction. 

Selling old magazines, newspapers, and packing cases. 

Bringing up the interleaved catalogue. 

Looking after the collections. 

Instituting suits in the Small Cause Court when necessary. 

Looking after the adjustment of the account of books outstanding. 

Looking after the state of the building and furniture. 


SS CT Tg us Ssh eusShSvRERSSASS 


Note : Paragraph heading given the text in the original of this Report have been omitted in this report due to technical reasons. Pagination of the 
otiginal is given in square brackets. 
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APPENDIX -V 
TRANSFER TO THE GOVT. OF INDIA 
(Application to Government for grant). (Appendix E, p. xiii of 1849 report) 


Metcalfe Hall, 
18* July, 1849. 
To : 
J.P. Grant, Esq., 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 
Sir, 


The warm interest taken by Government in the diffusion of knowledge among the people of this country and in the 
success of institutions calculated to further that end, induces us to bring to the notice of His Honor the Deputy 
Governor of Bengal the claims of the Calcutta Public Library for pecuniary support. This Institution is open to all 
classes of the community and every encouragement is held out to all students , Native as well as European, to avail 
themselves of its resources. The rates of subscription have also been so reduced that even the poorer classes are 
enabled to have books from the Library. Although it is giving proofs of its increasing utility and appreciation by the 
public , yet with the limited means at our command, we find it impossible to render it a Library quite worthy of this 
metropolis. We therefore make this appeal to the liberality of the Government in the hope that the Calcutta Public 
Library will be included in the list of Metropolitan Institutions to which the Government has already given the stamp 


of its approbation by a monthly or annual grant. 
We have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servants, 
J.E.D.BETHUNE 

G.T. MARSHALL 

W. EARLE 

Curators, Calcutta Public Library 


No. 962 


From the Under Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 
To the Honorable J.E.D. Bethune, Esq., 
Major G.T Marshall 
W.Earle, Esq., 
Curators, Calcutta Public Library. 


Dated, Fort William, the 31" July, 1849 


Gentlemen, 


lam directed by the Deputy Governor of Bengal to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 18” instant 
and to state that His Honor is unable to comply with the application of monthly or annual donation to the Calcutta 
Public Library. 


Ihave the honor to be Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient servant, 


W.SETON KARR, Under Secy. to the 
Govt. of Bengal. 
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COPIES OF CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL 
AND THE AUTHORITIES OF THE CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY. (1880-1890) 


CIRCULAR. 


(i) | The appeal made by the Council last year to the Proprietors for a net payment of Rs. 47 per share for one year to 
enable the Library to tide over its difficulties not having met with a satisfactory response, and there appearing no other 
way of improving its financial condition, the Council were constrained as a dernier ressort.to revive the application 
made by them in 1880 to the Government of Bengal, for a grant in aid of the Library naming this time, which they had 
not done before, the minimum monthly contribution towards its funds which in their opinion would help the Library 
not only to recover from its difficulties but restore its finances to a healthy condition. 


ThereplyoftheGovernmentofBengaltothisapplicationhasnowbeenreceived,anditwillbeseenfromMr.Secretary 
Cotton's letter No. 41 T-G, dated 19” September 1888, that Sir Steuart Bayley is disposed to aid the Library but only on 
conditionthatthepresentsystemofmanagement ischanged. Heisofopinionthattheschemeproposedby Mr. Mackenzieof 
convertingitintoaFree Public Library supplemented, ifnecessary,by aLending Departmentopenonlytosubscribersand 
proprietors, must form the basis of any final such an arrangement; and in view to an arrangement being 

The Hon'ble Mr. H.J.Reynolds come to, he thinks it desirable that a strong Committee should be 

Sir Henry Harrison appointedtoconsiderthewholesubjectofaFreePublicLibraryand submita 

Sir Alfred Croft. complete report with recommendations for its consideration. To this 
Committee he proposes to nominate the three gentlemen marginally named and invites the Council to nominate two 
gentlemen. 


(ii) | Asthe reconstitution of the present Library on such a basis as that proposed might possibly affect the privileges 
and rights of the proprietors and of a number of subscribers who are maturing as proprietors, the Council have 
considered it advisable, before replying to Mr. Cotton's letter, to print and circulate a complete copy of their 
correspondence with Government on the subject of a grant in aid of the Library, preliminary to calling a meeting of the 
proprietors and first and second class subscribers to consider the proposals made in Mr. Cotton's letter and advise them 
on the course which should be taken. In the event of its being desired to nominate two gentlemen to the proposed 
Committee, the Council desire to add, that although the conclusions arrived at by the Committee would not, as they 
understand it, be necessarily binding upon the proprietors and subscribers, yet in order to give these conclusions 
practical value , it would be desirable to give the gentlemen nominated full instructions so that they could properly and 
usefully represent the interests of the Library on the Committee. 


By order of Council, M. GREGORY, 
Secretary, Calcutta Public Library 
Metcalfe Hall, 
The 1" December, 1888 


1} 
2 


To COLONELH.H. STANSFIELD, 
Private Secretary to His Honor the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal 


Sir, 


1 am directed to submit to His Honor the Lieutenant Governor's consideration the following circumstances 
connected with the Calcutta Public Library, in the hope that His Honor may be graciously disposed to afford some 
assistance from the Public Funds for the support and maintenance of the Institution. 
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The main facts connected with the foundation and history of the Calcutta Public Library are probably generally 
known to the Government and to His Honor as a patron of the Institution personally, and I confine myself to a 
statement of its present position and purposes. 


The Library contains upwards of 40,000 Volumes, and amongst them the principal Standard Works in the 
English Language in every department of literature and science, besides a large collection of ancient European and 
Oriental classics. In selecting new books for the Library it has invariably been the practice of the Council for the time 
being to purchase standard works and books of reference as well as those works of a lighter kind ordinarily to be found 
in circulating Libraries. The principal English and Indian Magazines and Newspapers are also taken and filed. 


The Library, as its name imparts, is open to the public, so that any one may, free of charge, have access to it and 
there read any of the books and papers contained in it. The [2] privilege of taking books or papers out of the Library is, 
however, restricted to proprietors and subscribers. 


The Institution is solely supported by private subscriptions and no profit whatever is derived from it by any of 
the members beyond that of taking out and reading such books they wish to see. The capital reserve fund of the Library 
now amounts to Rs. 12,000, and the average monthly subscriptions (from which it may be said that all the ordinary 
expenses of the establishment and purchase of books have to be met during the last 14 months amounted to about Rs. 
609 only ). The average monthly expenditure (which has been reduced to the lowest limit consistent with efficiency) 
during the same period amounts to about Rs. 775, the difference having hitherto been met by receipts other than from 
subscriptions. From want of funds the Council have for some time past, been compelled to refrain from purchasing 
many books which in a healthier state of the finances should have been procured for such an Institution. During the last 
years, with but rare exceptions, the receipts have been steadily decreasing, although every effort has been made by the 
Council to meet the wishes of subscribers and the convenience of the public. 


His Honor is aware that in most civilized countries Public Libraries are subsidized if not wholly supported by 
the Government or Municipal bodies of the towns of those countries. In this Presidency, however, no such support is 
given to the only Institution of the kind. 


A large portion of the present proprietors consists of Natives, and this Library affords the only means by which 
the great majority of Natives can peruse or study valuable standard European works not procurable anywhere else in 
the country. 


{3] I venture to submit that 1f His Honor, for the reasons above stated, will be graciously pleased to make a liberal 
monthly pecuniary grant to the Library, and in this respect place it in the same footing with the Agricultural and 
Horticultural Society of India, the Council will be enabled to render the Institution more useful to the public at large so 
that it may become worthy of the Capital of this great Empire. 


Metcalfe Hall, Ihave the honor to be, 


The 9" March, 1880 SIR, 
Your most obedient servant, 

(Sd) NARENDRA KRISHNA, 

President, Calcutta Public Library. 
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No. 813 
3. 
From 
A.MACKENZIE, ESQ., 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
General and Revenue Department. 
To 
THE SECRETARY AND LIBRARIAN, 
Calcutta Public Library. 
Dated: Darjeeling, 15" October, 1880 
Education. 
Sir, 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your latter dated the 9" March last, to the address of the Private 
Secretary to the Lieutenant Governor, in which the Committee of the Calcutta Public Library apply for a Government 
grant-in-aid of the funds of that Institution. 


[4]2. From the annual reports it appears that for the past three years the following expenditure has been incurred by 
the Institution :-- 


Books purchased - 62 Rs. 8,768 
Pa bound o i 1,122 
Newspapers a 440 
Catalogue 2 = oy $50 

10,880 

Establishment = es 12,670 
Repairs, Printing, Taxes, &c. z a 5,220 
Total Rs. 28,770 


The receipts during the same period have been: 


Subscriptions a Rs. 23,099 

Transfer and sale of shares, 

sale of books, interest, &c. .. is 4,036 
Total Rs. 27,135 


Nearly half the expenditure for the three years in question was on account of establishment charges. The cost of 
establishment is out of all proportion to the income of the Library, and much higher than would seem to be necessary. 
To meet the deficit in the accounts, the management has been obliged to draw upon the capital, and Government 
Securities to the amount of Rs. 1,500, to meet extraordinary repairs, have been sold. 


The value of the Securities possessed by the Library at the end of 1879 was Rs. 12,000, but this has probably 
since been reduced by the cost of the annual repairs. It further appears from the Catalogue of books purchased in recent 
years, and from other information, that such new books as are purchased are badly chosen, the great majority being 
Novels, and no attempt is made to keep the Library properly supplied with the latest works in any branch of solid litera- 
{5] ture. Thus in 1877, out of 420 sets of new books added to the Library, setting aside 70 Indian reports of various 
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kinds, 107 sets, or nearly one-third, were novels, and 70 were periodicals, while only 6 are entered under the head of 
(practical ) science. In 1878 of 481 additions to the Library, 73 bemg Indian reports, 152 were novels, and 64 
periodicals , while ( practical) science is credited with 7. In 1879 of 550 new additions 59 being Indian reports of kinds, 
131 were novels and periodicals, ( Practical) Science being credited with 5. It would seem that it is only as a 
Circulating Library of light literature that the Institution is at present carried on. 


3. In view of the unsatisfactory features in the management of the Library noticed above, both as regards the 
excessive cost of establishment, and the selection of books, the Lieutenant-Governor does not think that the 
Government would be warranted in giving aid to the Institution from public Funds while it continues on its present 


footing. He could only do so if the whole management of the Library were thoroughly reformed, and Government 
were given a potential voice in its administration. 


If the proprietors and subscribers were willing to place the management in the hands of a small Board, 
consisting of the Director of Public Instruction, as President, with two members nominated by Government, two by 
the proprietors and one by the subscribers, the Lieutenant-Government would be willing to give substantial aid, and 
assist the Board in placing the Institution on a proper basis, and making it useful to all classes of the community. 


I have the honor to be, /Sir, / Your most 
obedient servant, 

(Sd.) A. MACKENZIE, 

Secretary to the Government of Bengal 


4. 
[6] 
From 
BABU GOPEE KISSEN MITTER, 
Secretary and Librarian of the Calcutta Public Library. 


To 
The SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNMENT of BENGAL, 
General and Revenue Department. 


Dated Metcalfe Hall, Calcutta, 
The 27" October, 1880*. 


Sir, 
Lam directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No.8 13, dated Darjeeling, the 15” Instant. 


In reply I am to state that the Council cannot accept the conclusion at which His Honor the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal has arrived, especially as regards the management, and beg most respectfully to withdraw their 
application for Government grant. 


I have the honor to be,/Sir,/ Your 

most obedient servant, 

(Sd) GOPPEE KISSEN MITTER 

Secretary and Librarian, Calcutta Public Library. 


* 1888 in the original 
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5 
[7] 
CIRCULAR 


To MAHARAJA NARENDRA KRISHNA BAHADUR, 
President of the Council of the Calcutta Public Library. 


Dated Calcutta, the 23” December, 1884 


MAHARAJA, 


In accordance with the general wish expressed at the meeting of Proprietors and Subscribers held yesterday, | 
proceed to lay before the Council very briefly the outlines of the proposal submitted by me to the meeting, and which 
appeared to command considerable acceptance. 


2. My proposal is that the Council should address the Government of Bengal, and move the Lieutenant-Governor 
to appoint one or two officers on behalf of Government to confer with one or two representatives of the Council (of 
whom Mr. J. Westland should certainly be one) with a view to the elaboration of a scheme for the establishment of a 
Free Public Library in this town, of which the Metcalfe Hall Library should form the nucleus. 


3. The Calcutta Public Library is at present of no use to the Town generally, and of little use to subscribers. It 
cannot afford the arrangements and establishment necessary to the full utilization of its stores of admirable works of 
information and reference. It is hopeless to expect that, under private management, it can ever develop sufficiently to 
take the place, which it might occupy as an educational agent in the capital of India. 


4. My idea is that if it were taken over by Government , or placed upon the footing of a Town Institution, [8] 
supported by a very small public cess, it might be converted into a great Free Library such as many of the larger towns 
in England and America enjoy. 


5. It would be quite feasible to preserve in connection with such an Institution the privileges of the Proprietors. 
My notion is that while all the books of reference, and a complete set of works of current literature, should be kept in 
the Library for issue only to readers on the premises, a duplicate set of current works might be supplied for issue to 
Proprietors of the old Library and to subscribers. These duplicates might from time to time be sold, and thus the cost 
of the circulating portion of the Library would be entirely covered by subscription. 


6. It would of course be necessary to have a larger building than the upper-floor of the Metcalfe Hall . If the 
Agricultural and Horticultural Society could be accommodated elsewhere by Government, negociations for acquiring 
the lower-floor of the Hall ought to be possible; and we should then have ample space for reading-rooms and an 
extended Library. 


7. The proposal appears to me sufficiently important to warrant the hope that the Local Government might 
entertain it favourably. But [ do not pretend to submit any complete scheme, or to express any final opinion as to 
whether the Free Library, if established, should be under Government or under the Municipality, or in the hands of 
separate Trustees ( among whom the old Proprietors might well be represented.) All that I desire now to suggest, is, 
that the Local Government should be invited to assist the Council in considering whether it is feasible to devise some 
scheme for developing the present so-called Public Library, into a Free Library [9] for Calcutta of which the city may 
be proud and from which it may derive a lasting and growing benefit. : 


I have the honor to be, 
MAHARAJA, 

Your obedient servant, 
(Sd.). A. MACKENZIE, 
One of the Proprietors. 
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6 
From 
The PRESIDENT of the COUNCIL, 
CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY. 
To 
The SECRETARY, GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL, 
General Department. 
e Dated 23" March 1885 
ir, 


The Council of the Calcutta Public Library solicit the permission of the Government of Bengal to revert to 
the subject which was before Government in 1880, and trust that in explaining their position to his Honour the 
Lieutenant-Governor, the Library under their charge may be considered to have a sure claim to assistance {rom the 
Public Revenues. 


2. Your letter No. 813, dated 15" October, 1880, made some adverse criticisms upon the management of the 
Library, but they hope by explaining matters a little more in detail, they may be able to remove the opjnion which the 
Government of Bengal has formed regarding their management. 


3. The Council are afraid that the Government of Bengal have not sufficiently kept in view the fact, that the 
Library has two entirely different functions. It 1s a Public Library of reference and record, to which the public have free 
ac-[10] cess, besides being a circulating Library for amusement and entertainfnent for those who contribute towards 
its funds either as Proprietors or as Subscribers. If the Council are at liberty to deal with it in its latter capacity only, 
they would sell off three-quarters of the contents, reduce their Establishment, and remove to quarters less expensive 
than the building they at present possess. As matters stand, they find themselves saddled with expensive duties of a 
public nature without having any public income to meet the charges. Their very valuable collections require 
considerable space for their custody, require furniture and other appurtenances, and require no small Establishment to 
attend to them, but they get no income whatever in respect of them. Their income is mainly composed of subscriptions 
to the circulating and current part of the Library, and a small amount of interest, on an investment which has already 
been so largely drawn upon that it cannot in any way represent the accumulated contributions of the Proprietors. And, 
as they are placed under the necessity of appropriating a considerable part of the Subscriptions they receive, towards 
the maintenance of the public part of their Library, they are greatly handicapped even in the management of their 
circulating Library. In fact the Council would put forward the excessive cost of the Establishment, in which 
Government finds evidence of bad administration, as constituting a very strong claim to assistance from the Public 
Revenues to what is really a purely public duty. The Council admit, to some extent, the charge made in the letter that a 
considerable part of their expenditure in purchases 1s in novels, and other entertaining works, but they have to plead 
that having no income but their subscribers’ money, and being obliged to lay out part of that in works which have more 
to do with the interests of the public than those of the Subscribers themselves, they are obliged, in [11] fairness to the 
Subscribers, to spend what remains of the income, as much as possible in the direction of the Subscribers’ choice. They 
admit that there is much that might be, and ought to be improved in the administration; but in the presence of financial 
difficulties they are powerless to make such improvements, even where they are mostly called for, and they cannot 
hope, without the aid of the Government, to make the institution worthy of its position as the Calcutta Public Library, 
because they cannot, without that aid, obtain funds which can be devoted to increasing its public usefulness, apart from 
the lighter and more entertaining Department to which the current Subscribers necessarily look. 


The precise proposal which the Council have to make , and which they hope will find acceptance with the 
Government, is this. They solicit a grant of Rupees 200 a month, and they will undertake to spend the whole amount 
upon works of such kind as may be required by the Government. 


The only gain they will really obtain is, that the amount they now spend upon the more solid and permanently 
valuable branches of literature will be so far set free, that it may be devoted to increasing the attractions of the Library; 
and the Council hope in this way to increase their subscription list and get free of their remaining financial difficulties. 
5, The Council personally have no objection to accepting it as a condition of the Government grant, that one or 
two Members be added to their body as representatives of the interests of the Government. They have little doubt that 
the Proprietors and Subscribers will equally accept any such proposal, but they await the precise conditions which 
Government may desire to enforce, before laying them before the general body for adoption. 
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[12] 6 The Council have one further request to lay before the Government Many years ago the Government made 
over to the Library some two thousand volumes of the Library of the C ollege of Fort William, about half were taken 
back, but a large number still remain Some of them are very valuable books, taken altogether, of unique Indian interest 
and of great value But they are falling to pieces on the Library shelves, and must be bound at once 1f they are not 
allowed to go to wrremediable ruin For expenses of this kind the Counc! have not a single Rupee of income, and they 
are obliged to appeal to the Government as they did once before , some ten or fifteen years ago 


The Council would beg to be allowed to send to Government book-binding establishment all the works 
belonging to the old Library of the College of Fort William which require such treatment 


| have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

(Sd) NARENDRA KRISHNA, 
President of Calcutta Public Library 


GENERAL DEPARTMENT 
Miscellaneous 
No 261 T/G 
7 
[13] 
From 
A P MacDONNELL, ESQ 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal 
To 
The PRESIDENT of the COUNCIL, 
CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Darjeeling, the 30th April, 1885 
Su, 


lam directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 23 “ March, 1885, soliciting a grant of Rs 200 
a month in aid of the tunds of the Calcutta Public Library, and requesting that certain books made over by the Library 
of the Fort William College to the Calcutta Public Library may be bound at the Government book-binding 
establishment, free of charge 


2 Before passing orders on the application, the Lieutenant-Governor would wish to have some information 
regarding the present financial position of the Library The Government has received no information of the kind since 
1880 1 am therefore to request that a return showing the Receipts and Expenditure of the Library from 1880 to 1884, 
may be submitted The statement for 1884 should show the detatls of receipts and expenditure, and under the latter 
head the details of the cost of establishment should also be specified If adequate information on these points 1s 
contained in the annual reports, the submission of the reports for the years since 1880 will meet the Lieutenant 
Govemor's wishes on the point 


[14}3 The Lieutenant-Governor also desires to have information as to the present members of the Council of 
Management, the rules of business, and the number of times the Counc! met last year 


4 Alist of the books belonging to the late Library of Fort William College, which the Council would wish to have 
bound, should be submitted 


I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

(Sd ) A PMacDONNELL 

Secretary to the Government of Bengal 
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8 
GENERAL DEPARTMENT 
Miscellaneous 
No 573 

From 

WC MACPHERSON, ESQ, 

Officiating Under-Secretary to the Govt of Bengal 
To 

The PRESIDENT of the COUNCIL, 

CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Calcutta, the 15" July, 1885 

Sir, 


In inviting your attention to Mr MacDonnell's letter No 261 T/G dated the 30” April 1885, | am directed to 
request that you will be good enough to submit, as soon as possible, (1) a return showing the receipts and expenditure 
of the Library from 1880 to 1884, (2) a list of books belonging to the late Library of the Fort William College which the 
Council wish to have bound, and (3) information as to the present Members of the Council of Management, the [15] 
rules of business, and the number of times the Council met last year 


I have the honor to be, /Sir 

Your most obedient servant, 

(Sd) WC MAC PHERSON, 

Officiating Under Secretary to the Government of Bengal 


9 
From 

The PRESIDEN I of the COUNCIL, 

CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY 
To 

The SECRETARY to the GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL.General Department 

Calcutta, 22™ July, 1885 

Su, 


In acknowledging the receipt of your Nos 261 T/G and 573 of 30° April and 15" instant respectively, I beg to 
explain that the delay in replying to the first mentioned communication has been caused by the books of the late 
Library of the Fort William College having to be collected from the various Sections tn this Library and a list made of 
them as requested 


Lhave the.honor to forward herewith Reports on the Calcutta Public Library from 1880 to 1884, in which will 
be found statements showing the expenditure and 


1884 1885 
receipts for each year | may mention in connection 
Secretary a ae with these Reports that the expenditure in 
oor 50 30 Establishment has been reduced from the 
Third 21 21 commencement of the current year to an [16] 
peel » - _ average of Rs 275 per mensem against Rs.369 
— - (4434- 12) shewn in the Report for 1884 
Total 369 275 
3 I have pleasure in submitting the information asked for The names of the members of the Council for the 


present year are 
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President-— Maharajah Narendra Krishna Bahadoor 
Vice-President Rajah Sattyanund Ghosal Bahadoor 


Messrs. J. Westland, C.S, G.A. DePenning, H. Moore, J.E.Machlachlan, I.W. Chambers, R.C. Sterndale, P.E. 
Clague, and J. Hart. Baboos Grish Chunder Ghose, Grish Chunder Sett, Amarendra Nath Chatterjee, Kally Prosonno 
Dutt, Jagendro Chunder Ghose, and Mohendro Nath Bose. 


Acopy of the Rules of the Library is sent herewith. 


The Council held ten ordinary and three special meetings during the year 1884, while the Book and Finance 
Committees held 11 and 12 meetings respectively. 


4. A list of the books belonging to the late Fort William College is enclosed. Many of the volume are very old and 
frail, although extremely valuable in themselves, and it appears to the Council undesirable that they should be sent out 
of the Library. They would suggest that H.H. the Lieutenant.- Governor should depute some competent person to 
ascertain the probable cost of the work, and make arrangements for binding such as are referred to above on the 
premises. 


5. For readier reference, I beg to submit copy of my letter dated the 23" March last, with the hope of obtaining for 
the Library His Honor's indulgent consideration. : 


I have the honor to be, /Sir,/ 

Your most obedient servant, 

(Sd.) NARENDRA KRISHNA, 

President of the Council, Calcutta Public Library. 


{17} 
10 
No. 6300 

From s 

The OFFICIATING DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, 
To 

The SECRETARY to the GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL, General Dept. 

Calcutta, 12” September , 1885 

Sir, 


I have the honour to inform you with reference to your endorsement No. 778, dated the 11* August 1885, 
forwarding copy of a letter to the President of the Calcutta Public Library, and of endorsement No. 777 to the 
Superintendent, Government Printing , that I appointed a day to visit the Calcutta Public Library, with Mr. Lewis, but 
heard that he was ill. 


2: I have subsequently visited the Library and looked at the books. | examined some 20. I find that there are 
works in classical and patriotic literature, and standard English authors quite worth preserving, but I am unable to say 
whether the books can in many cases be satisfactorily repaired and bound. Some have been much injured by worms, 
and I do not think the repairing of their ravages will be worth the cost in all cases. 


3. In order to do the work thoroughly, I must have an expert in book-binding associated with me . I shall 
determine whether a book is complete and valuable, he will determine what it will cost to bind it, and we must decide in 
consultation whether it is worth incurring that cost in each particular case. Furthermore, it will be necessary for me to 
give directions as to the titles on the backs of the books, which are now incorrect in some cases. For instance, the works 
of [18] Socrates and Sozomen are entitled the second volume of the Ecclesiastical History of Eusebius. 
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4. T estimate that the work will take me six days or so, and I solicit that ! may be allowed to put it off until the 
cold weather. 

Ihave, &c. 

(Sd.) C.H.TAWNEY 


Offg. Director of Public Instruction 


9 | 
GENERAL DEPARTMENT 
Miscellaneous. 
No. 1471 T/G 
From 
W.C. MACPHERSON, ESQ., 
Offg. Under-Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal. 
To 
The DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 
Darjeeling, the 10" October, 1885 
‘Sir, 


With reference to your letter No. 6300, dated the 12” ultumo, | am directed to say that the Lieutenant- 
Governor approves of your proposal that the books of the Calcutta Public Library should be examined by you in 
company with an expert in book-binding in the next cold weather. 


2. Mr. Lewis will return from leave on the 12" instant, and he will be requested to accompany you on the 
dates which may be fixed by you, (and communicated to him) either in November or December next. A copy of this 
letter will be sent to the President of the Council, Calcutta Public Library. 


IT have, &c. 
(Sd.) W.C.MACPHERSON, 
Offg. Under-Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal. 
[19] No. 1473 T/G 


Copy, with copy of the letter of which this is a reply, forwarded to the President of the Council, Calcutta 
Public Library, for information, in continuation of letter No. 776, dated the | 1" August, 1885. 


By order of the Licut.- Governor of Bengal. 


Darjeeling, (Sd.) W.C.MACPHERSON, 
The 10” Oct. 1885 Off. Under Secretary, Govt. of Bengal. 
12 
To 


The PRESIDENT of the COUNCIL of the 
CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY. 


Calcutta, 15" December, 1885. 
Sir, ; ; 
I wrote to you yesterday enquiring what action had been taken by the Council upon my letter of the 23" 


December, 1884, in which I formerly submitted proposals for the reorganisation of the Public Library ona popular 
basis. These proposals had been orally explained by me at the general meeting of the Proprietors and Subscribers on 
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the previous day, the 22nd December, 1884, and were submitted at the request of the meeting. | have now seen the 
Library Letter Book, and find that in place of laying my scheme, or any modification of it, before the Proprietors and 
Subscribers and the Government of Bengal, as I certainly understood to be the wish of the meeting, the Council has 
quietly shelved the whole proposal, contenting itself with addressing an invitation to the Bengal Government to make 
to the Library a monthly grant of Rs. 200, to be spent upon the works of a class to be approved by the Government. In 
consideration of this grant, the Council offers to add to its own body one or two nominees of Government. The 
Government is also asked to undertake the necessary binding and repair of that [20] section of the Library originally 
made over by the late College of Fort William in Bengal. 


2. Imustenter a strong protest against this sammary mode of dealing with a proposal which met with so much 
approval at a general meeting of those interested in the Library, and which has, I know, the cordial sympathy of many 
who, like myself, are concerned both for the well-being of the library and the intellectual progress of the young men of 
this metropolis. I must emphatically repeat my conviction that the Library in its present condition, entirely fails to 
meet the intention of its founders or the literary wants of Calcutta. To apply for a Government grant while the Library 
is a public institution only in name, while it is destitute of anything like a proper catalogue, while the establishment is 
utterly inadequate to meet even existing wants, and when the most cursory investigation will reveal how the 
management has neglected and left to ruin the valuable works entrusted to it by Government, appears to me a course 
calculated nearly to invite a rebuff, and which can, | feel sure, only result in disappointment. Even, however, if the 
Government were at the present time to sanction the proposed grant, my firm belief is that the funds thus set free will 
not suffice to place the Library on a satisfactory footing. Still less will they enable the Council to develop the 
institution so as to make it in reality a “Public” Library adequate to the requirements of the Town and worthy of the 
Capital of British India. 


3. When in England last February | made some enquiry into the working of the Free Library system in the 
large towns, and satisfied myself that there 1s no reason why Calcutta should not possess an institution of the kind, and 
that such a Library could very well be constituted on the general [21] lines suggested in my letter of the 23" December 
1884. If the Government and Municipality can only be induced to co-operate with the proprietors of the present 
Library, a scheme can, I feel sure, be devised, which would give satisfaction to the public and relieve the Proprietors 
of the care of what must, in their hands, remain, | fear, a decaying and practically useless institution. 


4. | observe from the Letter Book that one of the Council thinks that the scheme put forward by me was 
designed to “confiscate the rights and privileges of the old proprietors, and to constitute the Government and its 
magnates and superior functionaries the sole dominant owners and arbiters of the destinies of the Metcalfe Hall Public 
Library”. As this gentleman also intimates that he “has not much faith in a Public Library as an educational agent”, | 
might be content to leave unnoticed his misconception of the practical bearing of my proposals. We are hopelessly at 
issue upon the elementary principles which underlie my suggestions for reform. But it may prevent misunderstanding 
in other quarters if ] point out that it is of the essence of my scheme that the Proprictors should practically retain, under 
the reorganisation, all really valuable privileges which they at present possess. All that the possession of a share now 
confers is:-- 


(1)The right to take out books and periodicals without further payment. 
(2) The right to elect representatives to the Council of Management, and take part in general meetings. 


The Proprietors will, under my proposals, retain all these privileges, less only the opportunity of airing their 
eloquence at general meetings of subscribers, which will no longer be necessary. 


{22} 5. I willonce more recapitulate, somewhat more fully than before , the heads of my proposals . They are these. 


(1) The Library and all its appurtenances to be made over to the Municipality of Calcutta, to be by it maintained 
in perpetuity as a free Library for the Town and suburbs, to which all respectable citizens shall be admitted 
for purposes of reading and study on the premises; all invested funds so transferred to be subject to any 
trusts or charges now existing. 
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(2) This Free Library to be supplemented by a “Lending Department” open only to Subscribers and to the 
holders of “shares” in the old (present) Public Library. 


(3) The management of the Library, in all departments, to be vested in a Council composed as follows:-- 


Six nominees of the Municipality. 

Four elected representatives of the Proprietors of the old (present) Library. Two nominees of the Bengal 
Government. (These last to look specially after the large interests which 

Government has in the Library collection, and to see that the due appropriation of any grants) 


(4) Transferable shares of Proprietors of the old (present) Library to continue transferable, but, without 


registration fee or fine on transfer, the holders to have in the Lending Department all the privileges of first 
Class Subscribers. 


(5)The Free Library to be open from 6 A.M. to 10 P.M. daily; the cost of books, papers, periodicals, 
establishment, and lighting to be bome by the Municipality. 


(6)The Lending Department to be open between the hours of 10A.M. and 5 P.M. onall week days, the cost of 
books, etc., and establishment to be met from subscriptions [23] and the proceeds of any invested funds 
made over to the Municipality by the old (present) Library which are not subject to any specific trust. 


(7)The Municipality to be empowered to levy a Library rate, not exceeding one pie in the rupee of the town 
assessment, for the maintenance of the Free Library and the repair of the building, etc. 


(8)The Bengal Government to be invited to contribute towards the establishment of the Free Library by 
providing suitable accommodation for the Agricultural and Horticultural Society, either in connection with 
the Economic Museum or elsewhere as may best meet the wishes of that Society. Failing this the 
Municipality to be empowered to expropriate by purchase the society's share in the Metcalfe Hall. 


(9)The Bengal Government to be asked to undertake any legislation necessary to give validity to these 
arrangements. 


6. The foregoing is a rough sketch of the scheme | propose for consideration. My present suggestion is, that 
the Government and the Municipality should be asked to consider it, and that a Joint Committee, to be nominated by 
those authorities and by the Proprietors, should be appointed to discuss the whole question. I trust that the Council will, 
as a preliminary step, ask the Local Government whether it would look favorably upon a movement of this 
description. If so, steps can afterwards be taken to refer it to the Proprietors as a body and to initiate negotiations with 
the Government and Municipality. 


7. The maintenance of the Free Library is, ] venture to think, emphatically a Municipal duty, but Government 
might very probably see its way to helping, if matters are [24]properly laid before it . The burden on the Town will be 
infinitesimal. A one pie cess will realise, 1 believe, on the present assessment about Rs. 69,000. It would probably 
suffice to levy it only once in two years . But no doubt at first considerable outlay would be necessary to get a complete 
Catalogue prepared, to put up the necessary fittings, lighting apparatus, and so on. 


8. I shall send a copy of this, and of my letter of 23" December 1884, to the Government of Bengal, which has, | 
understand, ordered an inspection of the Library to be made by the Officiating Director of Public Instruction. 


1 am, Sir,/ Your obedient servant, 


(Sd.) A. MACKENZIE, 
A Proprietor of the Library. 
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13. 
GENERAL DEPARTMENT 
Miscellaneous. 
No. 1251 

From 

C.P. MacDONNELL,ESQ., 

Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 
To 

The PRESIDENT of the COUNCIL of the 

CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Calcutta, the 23" December , 1885 

Sir, 


In continuation of correspondence ending with my endorsement No 1473 T/G, dated the 10" October 1885, 
I am directed to forward, for the information of the Council of the Library, the enclosed copy of a letter from the 
Director of Public Instruction No. 8279, dated the 16” instant, which [25] discloses a very unsatisfactory state of 
things in the management of the Library It seems to the Lieutenant-Governor that the time has come when the 
Council should take into their serious consideration the establishment of the Library on such a basis as not only to 
remove the abuses indicated, but also to make the Library fully efficient, and to make tt such an institution as should 
exist ina great city like Calcutta 


2. From this point of view I am to invite the attention of the Council to the accompanying copy of Mr 
Mackenzie's letter, dated the 16” December 1885, and enclosures , and to request that Sir Rivers Thompson may be 
favoured with a full expression of the opinion of the Council on the proposals therein made for the better 
management of the Library. Should the Council not approve Mr. Mackenzie’s proposals, 1t 1s hoped that they will 
favour the Government with such a proposal as may most commend ttselfto them. 


I have the honor to be,/Sir,/ 

Your most obedtent servant, 

(Sd). A.P. MacDONNELL, 

Secretary to the Government of Bengal 


14 
[26] No. 8279 
From 

The OFFG. DIRECTOR of PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, BENGAL. 
To 

The SECRETARY to the GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL, 

General Department. 

Calcutta, the 16th December , 1885. 

Sir, 


With reference to your letter No. 1471 T/G,, dated the 10” October 1885, I have the honor to inform you that , 
in company with Mr. Lewis, I have examined the books of the Calcutta Public Library placed before me, and have 
noted in the list , which was at the same time shown for my information, those books which we consider worth 
binding. In arriving at our decision we have taken into consideration, as far as possible, the intrinsic value of each 
book, and its state of preservation. We have written the word “bind” opposite each work which we consider worth 
binding. We have placed the figure | against those books which we consider of greater importance on account of 
their greater value or better state of preservation , and the figure 2 against those books with regard to which we did 
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not feel quite so confident. I have requested Mr. Gregory, the Secretary of the Calcutta Public Library, to prepare from 
these notes, for submission to Government, two lists of books worth binding. I recommend, subject to some remarks 
which I propose to make hereafter, that the books contained in the first list be certainly bound, whatever the cost may 
be . I have not thought it necessary to have the lists prepared in my office, as the clerks are already , in my opinion, 
sufficiently employed with the current work of the office. 


[27}2. | feel it my duty to state for the information of Government that the management of the Calcutta Public Library 
is in a most unsatisfactory condition. The staff is, in my opinion, too small. It appears that it is impossible, unless the 
staff is increased, to take that care of the books which is required in the moist climate of Calcutta . It is my belief that 
the present unsatisfactory state of the books is due to neglect, and that, if the books are now repaired at the cost of 
Government , they will, after the lapse of one or two years, be in as bad a state as ever, unless a radical change is 
effected in the administration of the Library. 


3. __ It is pointed out to me by Mr. Lewis that it is in the power of any person to enter the Library and abstract from it 
any book he pleases. ] have never seen such implicit reliance placed in the honesty of the public in any college or 
university library. Indeed such confidence would . in any European capital or University town, have the most 
disastrous consequence. This neglect accounts, in my opinion for the loss of volumes, and the abstraction of plates, 
&c., which | remarked in my examination of the books. Jt is my opinion that all the books should be placed under lock 
and key, and that the public should not be admitted to examine them. It would be quite sufficient for each person 
wanting a look to state the title of the work he desires to take out to the Librarian. : 


4. This leads me to another point which | wish to mention. There appears to be no complete printed Catalogue of 
the Library . During our examination a manuscript catalogue was in all cases of doubt referred to by the Library 
authorities. It is in my opinion urgently necessary that a catalogue should be prepared with the least possible delay, 
printed, and widely circulated. | believe that such a course [28] would bring in many fresh subscribers. There are 
many books in the Library which would be of great use to students, and which are not to be found in the Asiatic 
Society's Library or that of the Calcutta University. 


Ihave, &c. 
(Sd.) C.H. TAWNEY, 
_Offg. Director of Public Instruction. 


15 
From 
A. MACKENZIE, ESQ., 
A Proprietor of the Calcutta Public Library. 
To 
The SECRETARY to the GOVERNMENT of BENGAL, 
in the Educational Department. 
Sir, 


I have the honour to forward, for the information and consideration of the Government, a copy of two letters 
ad 


addressed by me to the Council of the Calcutta Public Library the first on the 23" December 1884 and the second 
yesterday. 


I venture to trouble the Government with these papers, because | believe that the establishment of a Free 
Library in Calcutta is a matter of public moment in which the Local Government may see fit to interest itself; and 
because I am convinced that some stimulus from without is applied, the project of establishing such a Library is not 
likely to be effectively handled by the Council of the Public Library as at present constituted. On the other hand J am 
aware that many persons, both in the proprietary body and outside it , would welcome the elaboration of a scheme 
which would give the Town of Calcutta such an institution as many of the large towns in England now possess, and 
the capital of the [29] Punjab is, under Sir C. Aitchison's auspices, arranging to establish. 
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In the Metcalfe Hall collection we already have the nucleus of a first class Library The Governmenthas been 
such a liberal contributor to this collection, that 1t would be warranted 1n intervening to save it from the destruction 
which already menaces tt as Dr Tawney's inspection report will probably prove 


I venture to express a hope that even if 1t 1s found impracticable to consider the scheme | now put forward, no 
grant-in-aid of the Library Funds will be sanctioned until satisfactory securities are given that the management of the 
Library will be for the future more creditable than it has been in the recent past 


I have the honor to be, / Sir,/ 

Your most obedient servant, 

(Sd) A MACKENZIE, 

A Proprietor of the Calcutta Public Library 


16 
To 
The SECRETARY, GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL 
Sir, 
With reference to the correspondence ending with your letter No 186, General Department miscellaneous, of 


the 28” January 1886, on the present state of the Library, and the proposal of Mr Mackenzie for a Free Public Library, 
the Council beg to submit the following report 


2 It 1s desirable to review briefly the action taken by the Council on receipt of Mr Mackenzie's note of December 
1884 The paper was discussed at the Annual General Meeting [30] of the Shareholders and Subscrbers in February 
1885, and a Sub-Committee was appointed to arrange some basis on which the Local Government might join the 
Council in developing the present Library, and grant it some aid to improve its working The management , for years 
past, has laboured under great difficulties to maintain the Institution, and has found tts position growing worse each 
year, which has compelled the Council to reduce their staff so as to keep within their means The effect has been to 
almost cripple its working, and destroy its efficiency besides, causing many subscribers to withdraw their names from 
the Library The result of the labours of the Sub-Committee were embodied in a communication to the Local 
Government on the 23' March 1885 In this letter it was briefly stated that the constitution of the Library provided a 
Public Library of reference and record to which the public had free access, and provided also a circulating Library to 
those who contributed towards its support either as Proprietors or Subscribers, that its income, however, was totally 
inadequate to thoroughly carry out the objects so as to render it a Library quite worthy of this city, and the 
management were so handicapped that they were powerless to mtroduce improvements unless some aid from 
Government was afforded Accordingly a grant of Rs 200 a month was solicited to help towards placing the Library 
ona more satisfactory footing, and as a condition of the grant the Council were ready to accept as one or more members 
to their body as representatives of the interests of Government Further they asked that the books belonging to the 
defunct Library of the College of Fort William be rebound at the Government Press tree of charge 


3 The Local Government in reply , in letter No 261 T/G, dated 30" April 1885, called for certain information 
before [31] passing orders on the application , and these details were duly furnished on’ the 23” July 1885 

Subsequently the Director of Public Instruction was requested to visit the Library , and in his report of inspection, No 

8279, dated the 16' December 1885, Mr Tawney stated that the management of the Library was in a most 
unsatisfactory condition, that through neglect certaim books had been injured, and that unless some radical change 
was brought about in the administration of the Library the books that would now be repaired at the cost of 
Government would after a year or so, be in as bad a state as ever 


4 The Council deem it necessary to notice such & sweeping condemnation,and to point out to His Honor the 
Lieutenant-Governor that Mr Tawney has apparently not taken into consideration the ways and means of the 
Institution, nor of the fact that the books in question have been in possession of the Library for nearly 50 years , and 
that many of them, when presented, were wom and soiled, so that had every care not been taken they would, owing to 
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the deleterious climate of Calcutta, have long ago been utterly destroyed, consequently the charge of neglect against 
the managements not made out. With regard to his statement that it 1s in the power of any person to enter the Library 
and abstract from it any book he pleases, he has overlooked the existence of the rule, which is strictly observed, that a 
token is issued to every person taking out books, and that a Durwan 1s stationed at the head of the staircase to see that 


no one leaves the premises with books in his possession unless he gives up the token, so that every precaution possible 
is observed to guard against thefts. 


5. The Council agree with Mr Tawney that no one should be permitted to have access to the book-shelves, or in 
{32] other words to handle or remove any books from the racks and shelves, or enter any portion of the Library 
premises other than that part as 1s set aside for the public or members, without first obtaiming permission of the 
Librarian But having the use of only one floor of the building, the space available 1 fartoo limited and overcrowded 
with book-shelves, &c , to enclose any portion, or to divide it off into separate apartments comprising lending 
Library, reference Library, and Newsroom on the plan followed in public libraries in England, where the public only 
Just enter the antechamber of the building, and get served , or pass on to the other Departments without having access 
to the Book cases which are railed off, or are in geparate enclosures from the rooms used by the public The Council 
have made the best arrangements that 1s possible against the abstraction of books 


6 The Council would take this opportunity to notice another point which acts against the success of the Library, 
and that ts the cramped space now available for the use of the public or those who come to read newspapers, &c What 
was in 1842 commodious apartments when the stock of books was small, cannot be considered so in 1886 when the 
stock has increased nearly tenfold The present accommodations therefore totally insufficient for the proper working 
of the Library and storage of its property The number of books 15 being constantly added to, and the space given for 
the use of the public, or readers, 1s encroached upon, so that the management are unable to provide for the comfort and 
convenience of the members and visitors, and from this cause alone the Library has lost much support and must still 
further suffer 1f increased accommodation ts not provided To carry out such improvements as would make the Library 
more popular with the public and bring in additional subscribers the entire building 1s needed 


(33}]7 As regards the non-completion of the printed catalogue of all the books , the Council would only plead that , 
having but moderate means to maintain the Library, they were compelled to suspend the printing of the remaining 
sections of the Catalogue The classification and enumeration of the works are now up to date, so that if the cost of 
printing could be provided for, this great want of a complete Catalogue, which would add to the value of the Library, 
would soon be supplied 


8. Having now gone carefully into the question of the past working and position of the Library, and the causes 
which have retarded tts prosperity, the Council will confine themselves to the last proposal of Mr Mackenzie, and will 
admit at once that they are in sympathy with the movement to convert the Institute into a Free Public Library for the 
city. No one can deny the fact that a free Library ts a most valuable Institution, and capable of dog an immense 
amount of good and affords many advantages especially to young men entering the world. 


9. On the creation of the Institution in 1835 certain persons were admitted as proprietors on payment of Rs. 300, 
entitling them to all the privileges set forth in the Rules, and these shares were transferable on payment ofa fine of Rs. 
100 This continued until 1849 when a second class of propnetors was admitted having a life interest only in the shares 
and paying Rs 500 for each share It was further agreed that any subscriber may become a proprietor upon making 
up his contribution to Rs. 500, with interest at 5 per cent per annum, from the time of commencing his subscription . 
Shares so acquired arenot transferable. 


With this exception the propnetors' shares obtained subsequent to the year 1849 possess the privileges of those 
hold-[34] ing shares of earlier date. At the present time a certain number of transferable shares has reverted to the 


Library and forms a portion ofits assets. 


10. The property of the Library is vested in Trustees for the benefit of the proprietors. The President and Vice- 
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President for the time being the Trustees under Act XX] of 1860. 


HH. In the scheme put forward by Mr. Mackenzie it is agreed that the Proprietors should retain all the privileges 
and rights which they at present possess, and on the part of the present subscribers the rights of acquiring a share 
should also be continued to them, such revised regulations not to bar them from their present privileges. 


The Council approve of the suggestion made by Mr. Mackenzie— para 5. 


(1) “The Library and all its appurtenances to be made over to the Municipality of Calcutta, to be by it maintained 
in perpetuity as a Free Library for the Town and suburbs, to which all respectable citizens shall be admitted for 
the purpose of reading and study on the premises: all vested funds so transferred to be subject to any trusts or 
charges now existing.” 

(2) “This Free Library to be supplemented by a ‘ Lending Department’, open only to subscribers and to the 
holders of ‘shares’ in the old (present) Public Library”. 

With regard to the management of the new Library, in all Departments, in the opinion of the present Council, 
it is desirable that the 1" and 2™ class subscribers should retain the right to share in the management of 
the Library, and that the Council consist of the following members:- 


1, Fournominees ofthe Municipality. 


{35] 2. Four elected representatives of the Proprietors, 2 clected representatives of the subscribers. Two of the 
above to be elected President and Vice-President. 


12. The question of wages and income under the new constitution has been carefully gone into, and it would appear 
necessary, on the lowest scale , to have an annual income of Rs. 20,000 for the maintenance and establishment ofa Free 
Public and Lending Library with Newsroom. Of this Rs. 8,000 will be contributed by the subscribers of the present 
Library , leaving the Municipality to make up the remainder from the library rate which, it is suggested , should be 
levied, and such rate need not exceed one-half pie in the rupee of the town assessment. 

The expenditure will be as follows:- 


Establishment Rs. 9,200 
Purchase of Books - 5,000 
Periodicals & Newspapers 1,200 
Book Binding Pa 600 
Dusters, Towels and Punkahs % 200 
Gas 5 720 
Furniture and Fittings a 1,000 
Stationery and Printing Pa 1,000 
Taxes (on whole Building) 1,080 

Total s 20,000 


In the above, nothing is included for the first expenses or fitting and furnishing the several rooms necessary to 
provide accommodation for the additional number of the public, who will use the Free Library. No estimate under 
this head has been prepared, but ona rough calculation Rs. 20,000 may be set down. 


[(36}13.To enable a valuation of the property of the Library being arrived at, an examination of the accounts has been 
made from the date of the establishment of the Library, and it appears that a sum of Rs. 2,50,918 has been expended for 
Books, Magazines and Periodicals and cost of binding the same. 


14. As previously pointed out the present quarters, in occupation by the Library, will be totally inadequate for the 
requirements ofa Free Public Library . The whole of the Matcalfe Hall would be required. Under these circumstances 
the Agricultural and Horticultural Society would have to be provided with free accommodation elsewhere or the 
Society's share in the Metcalfe Hall be bought, so that the whole building may be given up to the Library . 
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15. Should the proposal of converting the present Library into a Free Public Library meet with the approval of the 
Government and the Municipality, a Committec might be nominated by His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal to draw up a scheme to carry out this object. 


I have the honor to be,/Sir,/ 

Your most obedient servant, 
NARENDRA KRISHNA, 
President, Calcutta Public Library. 


17 
GENERAL DEPARTMENT. 
Miscellaneous- No. 331 
Calcutta, the 21° March, 1887. 

From 

P. NOLAN, ESQ. 

Off. Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 
To 

The PRESIDENT of the COUNCIL of the 

CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY, Metcalfe Hall. 
Sir, 


In reply to your letter, dated 17" September 1 886, 1 am directed to forward, for the information of the Council 
Government letter No. 1252 dated 23” December 185. of the Calcutta Public Library, the accompanying copy of the 
Letter from the Corporation of Calcutta, No. 2815 dated d 2 . 

24" February 1886, and enclosure. correspondence noted in the margin, which has passed 
Pe between this Government and the Corporation of Calcutta , 

Government Letter No. 1166, dated 22" November | 886. : e 

Letter from the Corporation of Calcutta , No.84, dated on the subject of the suggested Suppor by the rate payers of 

14° January 1887 the Town of Calcutta ofa free Library for the Town. 


2s The Corporation state that, after fully considering the subject , they are of opinion “that as the population which 
uses Free Public Libraries in European Towns, is at present scarcely existent in Calcutta, the Corporation is hardly 
justified in supporting a Free Library which will be used almost entirely by the wealthier members ofthe community, 
who now subscribe to it, and will probably then cease to do so”. 


3. The Lieutenant-Governor while admitung the force of the considerations which have influenced the 
Corporation of Calcutta , regrets that the proposal made by Mr.Mackenzie [38] for converting the Calcutta Public 
Library into a Free Library under responsible management has for the present proved unsuccessful. Considering the 
facts as to the condition of the Calcutta Public Library, elicited by this correspondence, the reluctance of the 
Corporation to co-operate, the present financial position ofthis Government, Sir Rivers Thompson can not at present 
offer any pecuniary assistance to the institution. 


I have the honor to be ,/ Sir,/ 

Your obedient servant, 

(Sd. ) P. NOLAN, 

Offg. Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal 


18 No. 1252 
Dated Calcutta, the 23" December , 1885 
From 
W.C.MACPHERSON, ESQ, 
Under Secretary to the Govt . of Bengal, General Department. 
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To 
The CHAIRMAN ofthe CORPORATION ofthe 
TOWN of CALCUTTA 
In forwarding the enclosed copy of a letter, dated the 16" December 1885, with enclosures, from Mr A 
Mackenzie, a proprietor of the Calcutta Public Library, I am directed to request that the Lieutenant-Governor may be 
favoured with an expression of the opinion of the Corporation of the Town of Calcutta on the proposals therein made 
for the reorganisation of the Calcutta Public Library 


[39] 
19 No 2185 
Dated Calcutta the 24" February 1886 
From 
The HON'BLE H L HARRISON,C S 
Chairman of the Corporation of the Town of Calcutta 
To 


Ihe UNDER-SECRETARY to the GOVERNMENT of BENGAL, 

General Department 

In reference to your letter No 292, dated the 18' instant, drawing attention to your No 1252, dated the 23” of 
December , on the proposal made by Mr Mackenzie for the re-organization of the Calcutta Public Library, I have the 
honour to inform you that the Commissioners are in correspondence with the Secretary and Librarian on the subject, 
and only received on the 15" instant a copy of the resolution which was passed at a special general meeting of the 
members on the 30" ultimo , to consider the proposal A copy of the resolution 1s annexed The Secretary and 
Librarian has been requested to furnish the Commissioners with a copy of the scheme as soon as it 1s ready for their 
consideration 


20 
The following Resolution was passed at the Special General Meeting of the 
Calcutta Public Library held on the 30" January 1886 and passed nem con 


“That it be referred to the Council of the Library to enter into negotiations with the Government of Bengal and 
the Corporation of Calcutta with a view of converting the Library into a Free Public Library, preserving the right of 
proprietors so far as can consistently be done, and subject to the approval of the members at a special meeting ” 


[40] 
21 No 1620 
Calcutta, the 16” October ,1886 
From 
THE HON'BLE H L HARRISON, 
Chau man of the Corporation of the Town of Calcutta 
To 


The SECRETARY to the GOVT OF BENGAL, 
General Depa tment ( Miscellaneous) 


In reference to your office letter No 978, dated the 2” instant, inviting attention to your No 1252, dated the 
23" of December 1885, regarding the establishment ofa Free Library for the Town of Calcutta, I have the honor to 
state that the Commissioners have been 1n correspondence with the Counc! of the Calcutta Public Library It appears 
that the Council have at length , addressed proposals to Government (an extract of which they have sent for 
information, to the Corporation), and the Commissioners are now awaiting the action which the Government may 
take on the recommendations of the Council 
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22 No 1166 


Dated, the 22nd November, 1886 
From 


G.K.LYON, ESQ. 


: Off. Under-Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal, General Dept. 
° 


The CHAIRMAN of the CORPORATION OF THE 
TOWN OF CALCUTTA. 


In reply to your letter No 1620, dated 16" ultimo, regarding the establishment of a Free Library for the Town of 
Calcutta, I am directed to forward the accompanying [41] copy of letter, dated 17" September , from the President of 
the Council of the Calcutta Public Library, and to request that the Lieutenant-Governor may be favoured with any 
remarks which the Corporation may wish to offer on the proposals therein made 


2 If tis considered desirable that a library rate should be levied as proposed 1n paragraph 12 of the letter, or that 
Municipal funds should be spent on the maintenance of the Institution , the Bull introduced 1n the local Legistature to 
consolidate and amend the law relating to the Municipal affairs of the Town and suburbs of Calcutta may be modified 
accordingly 


The President of the Council of the Calcutta Public Library does not state from what source the sum of Rs. 
20,000 required for fittings and furnishing the proposed Free Library, and the cost of expropriating the Agricultural 
and Horticultural Society, are to be met The Lieutenant-Governor would not be disposed to approve a grant of 
Government money for the purpose, while private persons connected with the Library retain the night of appointing 
the mayonty of the managers under the scheme indicated in paragraph I! It may , however, be possible to arrange 
these details, 1f the Corporation are in favour of the principle of Mr Mackenzie's proposals that the Municipality 
should undertake a considerable portion of the cost of maintaining the Library and of the labour of managing 11 for 
the general benefit of the public 


23 
[42] No 84 
Dated Calcutta , the 14’ January, 1887 
From 
The HON'BLE H L HARRISON,C S 
Chatrman of the Corporation of the Town of Calcutta 
To 


The SECRETARY to the GOVERNMENT of BENGAL, 
Municipal Department 


In reference to Mr Under-Secretary Macpherson's letter No 22, dated the 5" mstant, and to the 
correspondence which has passed, regarding the establishment of a Free Library for the Town of Calcutta, | am 
desired to say that the Commissioners in Town Council , after fully considering the subyect, are of opinion that as the 
population which uses” free public libraries in European Towns 15 at present scarcely existent in Calcutta, the 
Corporation 1s hardly justified in supporting a free library which will be used almost entirely by the wealthier 
members of the community, who now subscribe to tt, and will probably then cease to do so 


24 
From 
The PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL of the 


CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY, 
To His Honor SirS C BAYLEY, K.C S.1,C.LE.,C.S , 


Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal . 
Dated the 18" July, 1888 
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Your Honor. 


With reference to the Officiating Secretary to Government of Bengal's letter, Miscellaneous No. 331, dated 
21° March, 1887, in which it was stated that no pecuniary [43] assistance to this Institution could then be offered, lam 
requested by the Council of the Library to respectfully solicit the favor of Your Honor's having the matter 
reconsidered now, and that, if possible, your Honor will be pleased to grant the aid that has been asked for. 


The Council regret to say the financial position of the Library is even worse than it was_ when their letter of the 
17” September 1886 was written, the monthly average of subscriptions received from January to June 1888 being 
only Rs. 3,020, and the amount in reserve invested in Government Securities is now only Rs. 6,000 instead of Rs. 
11,000, the balance having been expended in paying for repairs to the building , &c. 


The present establishment of officers and servants is altogether insufficient to keep the Library in proper 
working order. A new catalogue for the Library is a most necessary and urgent work, but our funds will not admit of 
our engaging the staff required to compile it. There are a large number of books which require to be rebound. We 
are constantly having books stolen and mutilated owing to the thousands of volumes in our possession not being 
sufficiently protected, and we have had to considerably reduce the amount annually spent on the purchase of books. 


The Council feel convinced that the Library cannot much longer be kept open without a monthly grant from 
Government , and as the extinction of it would not only be a loss to Calcutta generally, but to the educated poor 
particularly, who have a room in the building set aside for their use, where the daily newspapers and other prints can 
be read, free of charge , it is hoped Your Honor will be pleased to take a favorable view of this appeal and grant an 
allowance of [44] Rs. 200 monthly, which, with care, would, the Council calculate, place the Library in an assured 
position. 

] have the honor to be , /Sir,/ 

Your most obedient servant, 
NARENDRA KRISHNA, 
President, Calcutta Public Library. 


25 
GENERAL DEPARTMENT 
MISCELLANEOUS- NO. 41 T-G 
Darjeeling, the 19" September , 1888 

From 

H.J.S. COTTON, ESQ., 

Offy. Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 
To 


The PRESIDENT of the CALCUTTA (PUBLIC ) LIBRARY. 


Sir, 
1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 18" July 1888, transmitting a Memorial 
from the Council ofthe Calcutta Public Library praying for a reconsideration of Government Orders No. 331, dated 


21" March 1887, in which it was decided that no pecuniary assistance to the institution could be given by 
Government, 


2. In reply, I am to say that Sir Steuart Bayley is not prepared to reconsider the order passed by his predecessor so 
long as the present system of management ofthe Calcutta Public Library continues. 
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The Lieutenant-Governor is of opinion that Mr. Mackenzie's scheme, upon which no decision has yet been 
arrived, must form the basis of any final arrangements. It was pro-[45] posed by Mr. Mackenzie that , while the 
proprietors of the library should retain all their privileges and rights, the library and all its appurtenances should be 
made over to the Municipality, and be maintained by the Corporation in perpetuity as a free library, and that the free 
library be supplemented by a lending department, open only to subscribers and proprietors. The essence of the 
scheme, appears to be the maintenance of a free library on the one hand, open toalland under official control, and 
on the other a circulating library to be maintained by subscribers. The two departments would then be as separate as 
possible. Itis on these lines that the Lieutenant-Governor conceives arrangements must eventually be sanctioned. If 
a circulating library, such as the Calcutta Public Library now is in substance, is not found to be self-supporting, it is 
not the duty of Government to interfere. Such a library presents all the characteristics ofa private undertaking , which 
will succeed _ or fail in proportion as it is patronised by the public ; but there appears no reason why it should be 
subsidised by Government or the Municipality . What the Government desires to see maintained in Calcutta isa free 
library ofa very different character. And the value of the Calcutta Library from this point of view is, that it affords the 
nucleus for the establishment of such an institution. It contains a number of excellent standard books, which are 
probably not obtainable anywhere else in India. These works are valuable for reference, and it is important in the 
public interest to preserve them for this use. But the library also contains a mass of light literature, which passes into 
circulation among a small knot of subscribers, and from the Government point of view the encouragement or better 
administration of this department is a matter of no consequence. It appears, on the contrary, to be desirable that the 
circulating library should gradually die [46] out, and that the interests of the proprietors should slowly be merged , by 
purchase or acquisition in some other way, into the authority responsibic for the administration of the free library. 


3. The problem for solution is briefly this: how shall Government avail itself of the excellent nucleus ofa library 
which exists so as to lay the foundations of a free library which shall be worthy of Calcutta while at the same time 
respecting the rights of proprietors in the existing institution? 


4. It isa matter for further consideration whether the Municipality only, or the Government and the Municipality 
in equal shares, should undertake the maintenance of the free institution. The Director of Public Instruction has 
suggested that there should be an equal guarantee on the part of the Government and of the Municipality, and it 
appears to the Lieutenant-Governor that there is much to commend this proposal. On a former occasion the 
Commissioners of the town refused to give their consent to assist a free library, on the ground that the population which 
uses free public libraries in European towns was at present scarcely existent in Calcutta, and that therefore the 
Corporation was hardly justified in supporting a free library, which would be used almost entirely by the wealthier 
members of the community, who now subscribe to it, and would then probably cease to do so. These arguments are 
not accepted by the Director of Public Instruction, and they clearly afford room for further discussion. Again, 
another very important question arises as to the space and accommodation a free public library would require. The 
present unsatisfactory condition of the management is attributed by the Council not only to want of funds , but also to 
insufficient accommodation , and it is suggested that the whole of the Metcalfe Hall should be taken[47] up for the free 
library , and that the Agri-Horticultural Society should be provided for elsewhere. But that Society now occupies the 
whole of the lower floor of the building, and, it is understood, has claims to remain there of a very strong character. 


5. With regard to the attitude of the Corporation, it must be remembered that the new Municipal Bill contains a 
proviso empowering the Corporation to apply the Municipal funds to the maintenance of free libraries. It is probable 
that the new Corporation will be more willing to give a grant to the institution , especially as the question is no longer 
complicated by the special library rate proposed by Mr. Mackenzie. 


6. Having regard to all these considerations, and with a view of obtaining a complete report on the whole 
subject of a public free library in Calcutta and recommendations for its constitution, it appears to the Lieutenant- 
Governor that it would be desirable to appoint a strong Committee, the opinions of which would carry weight and 
bring to a close the correspondence on the subject, which has now been protracted over several years without any 
action being taken. The Lieutenant-Governor would propose that the Committee should be constituted as follows:-- 
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The Hon'ble H.J. Reynolds,C.S.1. President 
% 5 Sir Henry Harrison 
% » Alfred Croft, K.C.LE Members 


And two gentlemen to be nominated by the 
Council of the Public Library 


The Committee should sit during the cold season, and submit its report not later than in February next. 


[48] ’ 
7. I am now to enquire if the Council are willing to have the matter examined on the lines indicated in this letter 


and if so, to request that you will take anearly opportunity of indicating to the Lieutenant-Governor the names of the 
gentlemen whom it is proposed to nominate on the Committee on behalf of the Council of the Public Library. 


I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 
H.J.S.COTTON, 

Offg. Secretary to the Government of Bengal 


(Printed by PS. D'Rozario and Co.,Printers, Calcutta Note 1 The orginal typographical style and display are not followed here The documents 
are not numbered in the original, Pagination of the original 1s indicated in square brackets Words introduced by brackets are notin the original, but 
given by the author to make the meaning clear) 


(From the Appendix H to 1889 Report of CPL— Correspondence with the Govt. of Bengal) 


26. 
No. 4666 
GENERAL DEPARTMENT 
Miscellaneous 
Calcutta, the 16" March 1889 
From 
H.W.C.CARNDUFF, Esq. C.S. 
Under-Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 
To 
The President of the 
CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY. 
Sir, 


In forwarding the accompanying 15 copies of the Report of the Committee appointed to formulate a scheme 
for the improved administration and maintenance of the Calcutta Public Library, | am directed to request that the 
Report may be laid before the proprietors and subscribers of the Library, and that the Lieutenant-Governor may be 
favoured with an early expression of their views thereon. 


I have the honor to be,/Sir,/ 

Your most obedient servant, 

(Sd.) H.W.C.-CARNDUFF, 

Under-Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 
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27, 
REPORT. 


We, the Members of the Committee appointed , under the order of the Government of Bengal, to formulate a 
scheme for the improved admunistration of the Calcutta Public Library, have the honor to submit the following report. 
2 The Library 1s a registered institution under Act XXI of 1860, and its property is vested in the President and 
Vice-[2] President of its Council , as Trustees under the Act The Management of the Library 1s in the hands of a 
Council of 12 members, annually elected by the proprietors and subscribers, eight members of the Council being 
proprietors and four being subscribers The President and Vice-President are chosen annually at the general meeting 
from among the members of the Council 


3 Lists of the proprietors and of the number of subscribers of each class are given in the annual reports In 1888 
there were 47 proprietors holding transferable shares, in addition to 15 transferable shares in abeyance under Rule 
XXI, the remaining transferable shares (50 in number) having reverted to the Library under that rule There were also 
14 non-transferable shares held by proprictors for life At the end of 1888 there were 149 subscribers, of whom 12 of 
the first class pay Rs 6,61 of the 2" class pay Rs 4, and 76 of the third class pay Rs 2 Subscribers of the 3" class 
have no voice in the management of the Library , but any subscriber may become a life-proprietor by making up his 
subscription to Rs 500 with interest Of the present proprietors, the great majority are native gentlemen but of the 
146 subscribers 123 are European, and only 21 are natives 


4 In a letter addressed to the Government of Bengal by the Council of the Library in September 1886, 1t was 
stated that “the management, for some years past, has laboured under great difficulties to maintain the institution, and 
has tound its position growing worse each year” Inasubsequent letter, wntten in July 1888, the Council regretted to 
say that the financial position of the Library was then even worse than it was when their former letter was written, and 
that the Library could not much longer be kept open without a grant from Government Our examination of the 
accounts for 1888 entirely confirms this statement The subscriptions for that your were only Rs 5,672 against Rs 
6,148 in 1887 and Rs 6,351 in 1886 The total receipts ofthe year were only Rs 6,540 while the expenditure was Rs 
6,740, though [3] there were no exceptional items, and though only Rs 1,746 were spent upon the purchase of books 
The accounts make it clear that, for several years past, the Library has been unable to meet its annual expenses without 
having recourse to the sale ofits invested funds, and these tunds are now reduced to Rs 6,000, a large part of which 
will have to be expended when the building next comes under repair 


5 Our instructions direct us to consider a scheme by which the Library may be “relieved from tts financial 
embarrassments, and may be organized, under a reformed constitution, as a Free Public Library for the use of the 
citizens of Calcutta , to which a circulating Library may be appended for the benefit of proprietors and subscribers It 
is true that the Library already claims to be a library of public reference and record, to which the public have free 
access But itis doubtful whether the existence of this right of access 1s widely known, and even if it were , there 1s no 
accommodation, worthy of the name, for the general public in the present Library , and the constitution of the library 
1s not fully compatible with the principles on which every citizen should be at liberty to consult works of reference and 
standard Iiterature, but this liberty 1s infringed if the books are allowed to be taken out without restriction by 
individuals We therefore regard st as essential that the Library should contain a free or public department, from 
which books should not generally be hable to removal 


6 We are desirous to interfere as little as possible with the present rights of proprietors and subscribers, but we 
feel that the Government of Bengal or the Calcutta Municipality cannot reasonably be asked to afford that assistance 
which alone can save the Library from speedy extinction, unless they are allowed an effective voice in its future 
management We propose that the existing Council should be replaced by a Council of twelve mem-[4]bers, of whom 
six should be nominated by the Government or the Municipality, and six by the proprietors and subscribers, the 
President and Vice-President being elected by the Council—the former from among the nominees of the Government 
or the Municipality, and the latter from among those of the proprietors and subscribers. We have not thought 11 
necessary to make any definite recommendation as to the share to be taken by the Government and the Municipality 
respectively in the future management of the Library That is a matter which may well be left for future settlement, 
after it has been ascertained whether the propnetors and subscnbers agree to the terms now proposed (or any 
modification of them which the Government may prefer to offer) for securing the co-operation of some extemal public 
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body. But we think that the maintenance of a Public Library is a charge, which devolves primarily upon the 
Municipality as representing the general body of the citizens for whose benefit the institution is maintained. We also 
fear that some inconvenience might be found in practice to result from a control divided between the Government, the 
Municipality, and the body of proprietors and subscribers. At the same time we consider that if the Municipality should 
decline to assume the sole responsibility for the proposed extension of the Library, it is a responsibility which the 
Government might properly undertake to share, in recognition of its duty to further and encourage all efforts for the 
public good. 


7. The nucleus of the proposed Public Library would be formed by those works of reference and rare or valuable 
books which under the existing regulations of the Library are withheld from general circulation. To these would be 
added all books hereafter purchased from the contributions of the external public body whose aid is now to be invoked. 
On the other hand, purchases made from the current income of the Library (subscriptions, interest, etc. &c.) would be 
added to, and form part of, the circulating department. All books in this department would, however, like [5] those of 
the free department, be accessible to the public for reading or reference when on the shelves. We further propose that 
for a limited term, (say two or three years) after purchase, proprietors and subscribers should have the right of taking 
out books bought from external funds; after which such books would be withdrawn from circulation and be 
permanently transferred to the shelves of the Public Library. We have been led, after some hesitation, to make this 
proposal partly as a concession to the proprietors in return for placing the existing Library at the general disposal of the 
public, and partly in the hope that, by making the circulating department more attractive, the number of subscribers 
and the income of the institution from that source might be increased. But we are nevertheless of opinion that it should 
be introduced as a provisional measure only, subject to revision in the light of future experience of its working. 


8. The reading-room, which is now appropriated to the use of members, should be made a free reading-room for 
the general public, and should be suitably fitted up with convenient tables and seats for readers. A reader would obtain 
such books as he wanted from the library assistant in attendance in the reading-toom, but would not be allowed to take 
down books from the shelves. We do not think it necessary to go into further details. We have no doubt that these will 
be suitably settled by the Council, so long as it is understood that the Public Library books are not to be removed from 
the premises except possibly for the encouragement of research, under stringent rules to be defined by the Council. 


9. Some considerable initial expenditure would be required to put the new arrangements into working order. For 
the books forming the Public Library separate bookcases will be required, and all valuable books should be protected 
behind glass doors. A proper catalogue should be prepared and printed. Gas fittings will have to be laid down, as the 
present arrangement, by which[6] the Library is closed at dark, is manifestly unsuited to a town in which people are 
generally occupied throughout the day, and have leisure for reading only in the evening. Book-binding will of course 
be a recurrent, but it will be advisable to spend a considerable sum in the first year in binding a large number of books 
which require early attention. The new furniture and fittings for the reading-room will involve an expenditure, which 
need not be grudged, as it should be a main object to make the Library an attractive and comfortable resort. From such 
rough calculations as we have been able to make, we think the initial outlay (independent of current expenditure) may 
be estimated at about Rs. 10,000. Even though the Government should take no permanent part in the management of 
the Library, we are of opinion that it might well make a grant to make these initial expenses; and we do not think it 
unreasonable to expect that some public spirited citizens would be found willing to contribute personally to an object 
which will confer a permanent and substantial benefit on the Town. 


10. The principal items of current expenditure may be estimated as follows: — 


Establishment ‘on 
Annual fund for repairs 1,000 
Purchase of Books 6,000 
Papers and Periodicals 600 
Book-binding 600 
Gas 600 
Stationery 180 
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Taking into account various charges not included in the items, we think that the annual expenditure of the 
Library may be reasonably put down at Rs. 15,000. The present establishment, which has been largely reduced within 
the last few years, costs Rs. 276[{7] and the First Assistant Rs. 85. This establishment is admittedly too small, even for 
the present requirements, and will be quite insufficient for the institution when organised on the new basis. We think 
that a Librarian on a salary of not less than Rs. 100 should be placed at the head the establishment, and it is possible that 
our estimate of Rs. 4,000 under this head may be somewhat exceeded. But we are not of opinion that the total 
expenditure ought to be larger than the sum we have named. 


11. © The present income of the Library is about Rs. 7,000, and though it is possible that the reform we have proposed 
will be followed by some increase in the subscriptions, we do not think we should count upon this result. There will, 
therefore be a sum of Rs. 8,000 per annum to be made up from other sources. This does not appear to us an extravagant 
charge for the maintenance from public funds of an institution of such general interest and usefulness as a Public 
Library. We consider that all charges except those for the purchase of Books, should be defrayed in equal shares from 
the current income of the Library and from the contributions of the external body ; and that the balance remaining from 
these two sources of income should then be applied to the purchase of books for the circulating and for the public 
department respectively. It is believed that no difficulty will be found in maintaining a clear separation between these 
two departments. 


12. It will be observed that in the above paragraphs we have made no reference to the suggestions that the whole of 
the Metcalfe-Hall should be appropriated to the Library. It is possible that as the number of books increases, further 
accommodation will be required; but for the present, for some years to some, we consider that if the available space is 
judiciously utilized, nothing further will be necessary. Nor do we think we need do more than mention a suggestion 
which has been made that, in order to render the Library more accessible to the native community, it should be trans- 
[8}ferred to another quarter of the town. Such a step may or may not be desirable in itself; but we consider that we are 
precluded from discussing it by considerations of the cost which it would involve. 


H.J. REYNOLDS 

The 5" March 1889 H.L. HARRISON 
A. CROFT 
MAHENDRALALLSIRCAR 
C.E. DISSENT 


io 
NOTE 


1 do not dissent from any thing in this report, and have signed it accordingly, but 1 wish to add a few words 
regarding the proposed connection of the library with the Municipality. 


1 do not think joint Government and municipal control will operate well: it is quite possible that what is called 
the external public body will be a house divided against itself, and that the views of Government and of the 
Corporation, as represented by their nominees on the Council, will be widely divergent. It would be better for the 
Municipality to accept the entire control, so far as the external body is concerned, and to bear the entire cost, if there 
were any prospect of the Public Library, situated where it now is, being equally available to all classes of the 
community; but as the list of subscribers shows, persons who use the Library now are almost entirely Europeans, and | 
fear that, if this is the case with the lending Library, the new public branch will a fortiori be mainly used by that section 
of the community. This was the main argument urged for declining the proposal previously made to us, and I think 
there is very great forge in it. Theoretically a public library is an excellent institution, and a city like Calcutta ought not 
to be without one; but practically, owing to circumstances of the various communities, it will, I fear, be found that this 
library will be very little used; that the few persons who do use it will be almost exclusively Europeans, and that native 
gentlemen will plead that it is at such a distance from their houses that they are unable to take advantage of it. 


The 5* March 1889 H.L. HARRISON. 


403 


ORIGIN OF THE NATIONAL LIBRARY OF INDIA 


28. 
[10} 
CALCUTTA PUBLIC LILBRARY 
Dated the 11” July, 1889 


To 
The UNDER-SECRETARY To the Government of BENGAL. 


Sir, — I have the honor to inform you that, as requested in your No. 440 of 16" March 1889, the report of the 
Committee appointed to formulate a scheme for the improved administration and maintenance of the Calcutta Public 
Library has been laid before the Proprietors and Subscribers, and at a meeting called by public advertisement, which 
was held on Saturday, the 1" June 1889, it was resolved unanimously that the Proprietors and Subscribers of the 
Library accept the scheme proposed by the Committee in their report dated the 5" March 1889, for a joint management 
of the Calcutta Public Library, but that the Council be requested to submit to Government, for their consideration, 
certain suggestions in modification of the details of the scheme. Also that any alternation of, and addition to, the 
present rules of the Library which may be needed to give effect to the scheme be subject to the approval of the 
proprietors and subscribers. 


Ata meeting of proprietors and subscribers, held on Tuesday, the 2™ July 1889, to confirm the proceedings of 
the previous meeting, as required by Act XXI of 1860, under which the Library is registered, the resolution, the 
substanee of which is given above, was unanimously confirmed, and I have now to submit for the consideration of 
Government the modifications of the scheme which the Council would propose. 


Para 6 of the Committee's Report—- \t appears to the Council advisable that the same proportion of members 
nominated to the Council by the proprietors and subscribers should [11] be maintained as provided in the rules, namely 
four from the proprietors and two from the subscribers. 


Paras 7 to 11, — The Council would suggest the following modification of the proposed allocation of 
charges:— 


1. That the cost of the establishment, repairs and taxes of the buildings, keeping catalogues, stationery, printing, 
lighting, and all ordinary expenses of the Library be charged in equal proportions to the sum in aid granted by the 
Government or Municipality to the income of the Library as derived from all other sources. 


2: The cost of the two proposed Departments in new book-cases, furniture and fittings of the Reading Room, gas 
fitting, new binding of all the books requiring it, and the expense of preparing a proper general Catalogue, to be 
charged as extraordinary expenditure to the sum of Rupees 10,000 which the Report states will be required to meet the 
initial outlay necessary to bring the scheme into working order. 


In conclusion, the Council would beg the favour of being informed, as early as possible, if the Government 
accept the Report of the Committee dated the 5" March 1889, with the modifications proposed by the Council of the 
Library, and they hope that the question as to whether the Government, or the Municipality, or both together, will 
afford the required assistance and take part in the management of the Library will be settled, and a final arrangement 
come to, as soon as practicable, so that no time may be lost in converting the Library into the two proposed 
Departments. 


I have the honour to be/Sir,/ 
Your obedient servant, 
NARENDRA KRISHNA 
President, Cal. Pub. Library. 
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29. 
{12} 
GENERAL DEPARTMENT 
Miscellaneous No. 351 
Calcutta, the 19" February 1890 

From 

P. NOLAN, Esq. 

Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 
To 


The PRESIDENT OF THE CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY. 


Sir, --- With reference to the correspondence ending with your letter dated the 1 ithe July, !889, on the subject of the 
administration and maintenance of the Calcutta Public Library, I am directed to forward the enclosed copy of a letter 
No. 288 dated the 20" January 1890 from the Chairman of the Corporation of the Town of Calcutta, and enclosure, 
from which it will be observed that the Commissioners, under certain conditions, agree to undertake the future 
management of the library. | am to request that the communication may be laid before your Committee and that the 
Lieutenant-Governor may be favoured with an early report as to whether they accept the proposal of the Corporation, 
and if so, from what date they would be prepared to relinquish the management of the library. ; 


2. As regards the initial expenditure of Rs. 10,000 referred to in paragraph 4 of Sir Henry Harrison's letter, I am to 
observe that the Lieutenant Governor is willing to sanction a grant of Rs. 5,000 during the year 1890-91, and to 
undertake thereafter to add a further sum equal to the total of any private contributions not exceeding Rs. 5,000 which 
may have been collected within that year towards the objects referred to by the Chairman of the Corporation. 


I have the honour to be ,/Sir ,/ 
Your most obedient servant , 

P. NOLAN, 

Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal 


30. 
{13] No. 288, 
Dated, Calcutta, the 20" January 1890. 
From 
The Hon'ble SIR HENRY HARRISON, Chairman of the Calcutta Corporation. 
To 


The UNDER-SECRETARY to the GOVERNMENT of BENGAL, General Department. 


[have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 2354, dated 21" ultimo, and in reply to forward 
herewith a copy of the resolution passed by the Commissioners at their adjourned ordinary meeting held on the 16” 
instant, when the question of the improved administration and maintenance of the Calcutta Public Library was 


considered. 


2. The first words of the resolution should probably be understood to refer to the passage at the conclusion of 
paragraph 6 of the Committee's report “if the municipality should refuse to assume the sole responsibility”—which the 
mover of the resolution read as indicating that in the opinion of that Committee, the vote now passed is the best 


solution to the question. 


3. The effect of the resolution is that the Commissioners agree to the future management of the Public Library bya 
joint Committee, of which six members will be appointed by the Municipality and six by the proprietors and 
subscribers, the President being elected by the committee from the Municipal nominees and the Vice-President from 
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the other members; and on this being done and the new Committee entering upon its duties in the general spirit of the 
Committee's report, the Municipal Commissioners will make good whatever income is found necessary to maintain 
the Library in efficient working order as a free library. 


4. There remains the question referred to in paragraph 9 of the Committee's report, viz., the initial expenditure 
requisite for providing proper book-cases and for making a proper catalogue. The Commissioners hope that the 
Government will accept the recommendation of the Committee—“Even though the Government should take no 
prominent part in the management of the Library, it night well make a grant to meet these initial expenses”, and [14] 
that in recognition of the public spirit shown by the Commissioners in taking over the responsibility of the Library, His 
Honour will make a grant of Rs. 10,000 for this purpose. 


5. I would request that the resolution of the Commissioners be now laid before the present Committee of 
proprietors and subscribers and that they be asked to reply definitely whether they accept the proposal of the 
Corporation, and, if so, from what date they will transfer the management of the Library to the new 
Committee. 


31. 
Resolution passed at the adjourned Tenth Ordinary Meeting of the Commissioners held on the 16" January 
1890. 


Resolved—“That, as recommended in the report of the Government Committee, the Municipality represent the 
external body in the Council of the Calcutta Public Library and bear the entire cost of Rs. 8,000 per annum, or whatever 
it might be, towards defraying its expenses, on the understanding that the recommendations contained in paragraphs 
6,7 and 1! of the report form the basis of the future management of the Library”. 


32 


[15] CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY, 
The 17" March 1890 
To 
The SECRETARY to the GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL, 
In the General Department. 
Sir, 


I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 351 miscellaneous, dated 19° February 1890, forwarding a 
copy of a communication dated 20” January 1890 from the Chairman of the Corporation of the Town of Calcutta and 
enclosing a Resolution passed at the adjourned meeting of the Commissioners held on the 16” idem, in which they 
agree, under certain conditions, to undertake the future management of the Calcutta Public Library. 


2. In reply I beg to state that your letter and enclosures having been laid before the Council of the Library at its 
monthly meeting on the 10” instant, the following resolution was passed accepting the proposal made by the 
Commissioners and agreeing to relinquish the management of the Library. 


“That the Council of the Calcutta Public Library accept with thanks the proposal made by the Commissioners 
for the Town of Calcutta for the future management of the Library, and arrange to relinquish the present management 
of the Library from and after the date of the next Annual General Meeting of the proprietors and subscribers”. 
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3. _ In terms of this resolution, the Council will be glad to make over the management of the Library to a Joint 
Committee, partly appointed by the Commissioners and partly elected by the general body of Proprietors and 
Subscribers, from and after the 19" April 1890, the date on whick the next Annual General Meeting will be held. 


4. As it will be necessary, under this arrangement, to elect a Vice-President and half the members of the Joint 
Committee at the Annual General Meeting , and as some of the Proprietors and [16] Subscribers and also members of 
the Corporation, the Council would be glad if the Commissioners would name, before the date fixed for the meeting 
those cmong them whom they would appoint as President and Members of the Joint Committee so as to avoid the 
contretemps of their being elected also at the meeting. 


5. With regard to the second paragraph of your letter in which you state that His Honour the Lieutenant Governor 
is willing to sanction a grant or Rs. 5,000 during the year 1890-91 for the initial expenses needed for providing proper 
bookcases and for making a proper catalogue, and to undertake thereafter to add a further sum equal to the total of any 
private contributions for that purpose, not exceeding Rs. 5,000 which may be collected within that year, I beg to state 
the Council, whilst expressing their thanks for the proposed grant, regret that His Honour have thought it fit in making 
it to impose a condition to the grant being made hereafter. The Council, as you are aware that, have made several 
fruitless efforts during recent years to obtain private contributions, and it is because of their failure in respect of these 
efforts that an appeal for relief was submitted to the Lieutenant-Governor and, it is believed, the Committee appointed 
by His Honour recommended that “even though the Government should take no prominent part in the management of 
the Library, it night well make a grant to meet these initial expenses”. And in this connection the Council would add 
that the sum of Rs. 10,000 recommended by the Committee is the very least that will be needed for these expenses. 


I have the honour to be,/Sir,/ 
Your most obedient servant, 
NARENDRA KRISHNA, 
President, Cal. Pub. Library. 


CORRESPONDENCE REGARDING BENGAL LIBRARY 


[X1iii] 33. GENERAL DEPARTMENT NO. 962 


Miscellaneous 
Calcutta, the 26" June 1890 


From 

W. MAUDE, Esq.,CS., 

Offg. Under-Secretary to the Government of Bengal 
To 

The PRESIDENT, CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY. 
Sir, 


With reference to your letter No.2 dated 11” instant, I am directed to say that the Accountant-General, Bengal, 
will be instructed to pay on your application the sum of Rs. 5,000 being the contribution for the year 1890-91 promised 
by Government towards meeting the initial expenditure required for placing the administration of the Calcutta Public 


Library upon an improved footing. 


; ived by this Government under Act XXV of 1867 and now deposited in the Library attached to 
this Seccsia en bettas pil practically available to the public. Itis contemplated by section 11 of the Act that these 
books should be deposited in a Public Library, and it has been decided that they should be kept in the Calcutta Public 
Library as the best way to make them available to the public at large. I am accordingly to request that the necessary 
arrangements may be made for placing the books in the custody of the Library. It must be understood, however, that the 
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Managing Committee of the Library should not allow these books, when placed in their custody, to be removed or lent 
out on any consideration. 


I have the honor to be, /Sir, / 

Your Most obedient servant. 

(Sd.) W. MAUDE, Offg. Under-secretary 
to the Government of Bengal. 


34. 
[xliv} 
From 

H. LEE, Esq.,C.S., 

President of the Council, CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY. 

To 

The OFFG. UNDER-SECRETARY , Govt. of Bengal, 

General Department, Miscellaneous. 
Calcutta, Dated 6” August, 1890. 

Sir, 


Adverting to your letter No. 962 dated the 26” June 1890, I have the honor to inform you that the Council met 
on the 14" July last when the following resolutions were passed, with reference to the grant of Rs. 5,000 made by 
Government to the Library on account of initial expenditure, and to the offer of books now attached to the Secretariat. 
The Book-Committee will be instructed to take necessary arrangement on their receipt, to place them 1n the custody of 
the Library so as to make them available to the public. 

I have the honor to be. /Sur, / 

Your most obedient servant, 

(Sd.) H. LEE, 

President, Calcutta Public Library. 


35 
6. ReadaletterNo.962,datedthe26 "June 1 890 fromtheOfficiating Under-Secretary tothe Commuttee.Resolvedthat 
thethanksoftheCouncilbegiventotheGovernmentfororderspassedforpaymentofRs.5,000 


7. Resolved that the offer of the Government, about making over the books, be accepted with thanks, and that the 
Book-Committee be requested to report as to the arrangement to be for the same. 


36. 
{xlv] 
From 
The SECRETARY, CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY. 
To 
The UNDER-SECRETARY 
To The GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 
‘ Dated, Calcutta, the 5* February 1891. 
Ir, . 


With reference to your letter No. 962 dated 26" June 1890, concerning the gift by the Government of the 
existing Bengal Library to this institution, | have the honor to inform you that the Council of the Calcutta Public 
Library are prepared to take charge of these as soon as they are made over to them. 

I have the honor to be, /Sir/, 

Your most obedient servant. 

(Sd.) BIPIN C. PAL, 

Secretary, Calcutta Public Library. 
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ce above letters are from the Report on the Calcutta Public Library, 1890-91, Appendix K, pp.xlni-xvii.and the 


‘ollowing letters are from the Report for 1891-92. A d - 
indicated in square brackets), Pp » Appendix D, pp vin-xvit Pagination for both the sources 1s 


37. 
From 
The PRESIDENT, Calcutta Public Library. 
To 
The SECRETARY to the Government of Bengal. 
Si Dated, Calcutta, the 2“ May 1891. 
ir, 


; With reference to Para 2 of your letter No. 351, dated Calcutta, the 19" Feb 1890, I have the honor to 
inform His Honor the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal that the Council of the Library have been able to raise the sum of 
RS. 3,488 from the public, as will be seen from enclosed hist*, and I beg to request the favour of the Government of 
Bengal contributing an equal amount to cover the initial expenditure for the reconstitution of the Library. 


arn I beg further to request the favour of an extension of 6 months’ time to the Council to make up the total of Rs 


] have the honor to be, &c. 
(Sd.) H. LEE, 
President, Caicutta Public Library. 
* not printed here. 
38. 
GENERAL DEPARTMENT NO 16 T/G 
From 
C.E. BUCKLAND, Esq.C S., 
Offg, Secretary to the Government of Bengal 


To 
The PRESIDENT. 
Calcutta Public Library 
Darjeeling, the May 189}. 
Su, 

With reference to your letter dated the 2” May 1891, I am directed to say that in accordance with the 
conditional promise.[ix] made in paragraph 2 of Government order No. 351, dated the 19” February 1891, the 
Accountant-General, Bengal, has been instructed to pay you the sum of Rs 3,488, as an equivalent to the amount 
raised by private subscriptions, to cover the initral expenditure for the reconstitution of the Library. 


2 lam to take this opportunity to forward for your information a copy of the correspondence noted in the margin, 

with the Director of Public Instruction on the subject of (1) transfer to the 

Letter from the Director of Public Instruction Calcutta Public Library of a number of books received by the Bengal Library 

No. 2537, dated the 30° April and enclosure, under Act XXV of 1867, and (2) a proposal that Babu Haraprasad Sastri, 

letter to Director of Public Instruction No 14 M_A., Librarian, Bengal Eee, ould be added to the sariage of the 

Calcutta Public Library as the Government representative. This proposal 

Director of Public Instruction No 14 T/G ay pears to the Liewtenant-Governot to be one that it is desirable to cay out 

dated 24" instant. in the interests of all concerned. I am to enquire whether there is any 
objection on the part of the Council to this suggestion 


3. On receipt of a reply to the question contained in the preceding paragraph, His Honor, I am to add, will be 


ple to take into consideration your application for an extension of 6 months’ time, i.., up to the 30" September 
891, to enable the Council to collect rivately the balance of Rs. 1,512 so as to secure an equal amount, viz. Rs. 1,512 
from Government as the remainder oft the full Government grant of Rs. 5,000 conditionally promised for 1891-92. 


: { that may be taken to remove at once from the Bengal Library to the Calcutta Public 
ti ashe i Ceeir orate has been sanctioned m my letter No. 14 T/G dated the 24” instant to the address 
ofthe Parectee of Public Instruction. 


ORIGIN OF THE NATIONAL LIBRARY OF INDIA 


39. 
[x] 
GENERAL DEPARTMENT No. 2537 
From 
THE DIRECTOR of PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, Bengal. 
To 
The SECRETARY to the Government of Bengal. 
Dated, Calcutta, the 30" April 1891. 
Sir, 


in continuation of my No. 1886, dated 30" March 1891, I have the honor to forward a letter from the Librarian, 
Bengal Library (No. 364, dated April 1891) in which he states that he is ready to make over charge to the authorities of 
the Calcutta Public Library of all books received by him under Act XXV of 1867, with the exception of those received 
during the last three years, which under the provisions of Act X of 1890 are to be kept in his office. I may explain that 
the slip catalogue referred to will take at least two years to complete, but that meanwhile the work can be carried on just 
as conveniently at the Public Library, as in the Librarian's office. If this arrangement is sanctioned by Government the 
services of the temporary clerk employed in the Librarian's office for the purpose of preparing the slip catalogue 
should also be transferred to the Library. 
2. | beg to recommend that permission may be given to the Librarian to take out any of the books, now transferred, 
from the Public Library, whenever he may require them for reference. 
3. 1 beg to point out that though Government has a lange stake in the Library, it is not represented on the Committee, 
which is composed of six representatives of the Calcutta Memicipality, and six representatives of the subscribers, and 
to recommend Babu Haraprasad Sastri, M.A., as a fit person to be added to the Committee to represent the interests of 
Government. 


I have the honor to be, &c 
(Sd.) A. CROFT 
Director of Public Instruction. 
40. 
[xi] No. 364 


From 
The LIBRARIAN, Bengal Library. 


To 
The DIRECTOR of PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 


Ps Dated , Calcutta , thel0th April 1891. 
ir, 

In reference to your memo No. 86] dated the 12" February 1891, forwarding Government letter No. 160,dated 
7° February and the subsequent reminder, I have the honor to state that [ am ready to make over charge of all books 
received in the Library under Act of XXV of 1867 with the exception of books received during the last three years, 
which under rule XV of the rules published under Section 20 of Act X of 1890 are to be kept in the Bengal Library to the 
authorities of the Calcutta Public Library. The services of a temporary clerk entertained for the purpose of preparing 
the slip catalogue will be transferred to this Public Library, as that catalogue has not yet been completed and the term 
for which the clerk has been appointed has not yet nun out. 


2. I shall feel greatly obliged by your kindly obtaining permission of Government for the Librarian, Bengal 
Library, taking out any one of these books from the Public Library for reference, for without such permission the work 
of here - office fase often suffer. The second part of a book may be issued several years after the 
publication o irst part, it often becomes necessary to see the first part for the purpose of cataloguing the 
second part and writing remarks in it. 

Thave &c. 


(Sd.) HARAPRASAD SASTRI 
Librarian, Bengal Library. 
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ne GENERAL DEPARTMENT, NO. 14 T/G 
xii 
From 

C.E. BUCKLAND, Esq.,C.S., 

Offg . Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 


To 
The DIRECTOR of PUBLIC INSTRUCTION of Bengal. 


_- Darjeeling, the 24" May 1891. 

With reference to your letter, No. 2537, dated the 30° April 1891, I am directed to say that the Lieutenant- 
Governor sanctions the transfer to the Calcutta Public Library of all books received under Act XXV of 1867, except 
those received in the last three years , which under Act X of 1890, should be kept in the Bengal Library. The 
Lieutenant-Governor also authorizes the transfer of the temporary clerk sanctioned for the preparation of the slip 
catalogue of the books, as recommended by you. The Librarian of the Bengal Library may from time to time to take 


from the Public Library such of the books transferred as he may require for reference, subsequently returning them 
when done with. 


2. The President of the Calcutta Public Library has been addressed with regard to your recommendation to add 
Babu Haraprasad Sastri, M.A. to the Council as the Government representative. 


42. 
GENERAL DEPARTMENT, Miscellaneous No. 890 
From 
W. MAUDE, Esq., CS., 
Under-Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 


To The PRESIDENT , CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY. 


Calcutta, the 24” July 1891. 
Sir, 
lam directed to invite your attention to this office letter No. 16 T/G dated the 26” May 1891, and to request that 
you will be so good as to state, as soon as possible for the information of the Lieutenant-Governor whether there is any 
objection on the part of the Council of the Calcutta Public Library to the appointment of Babu Haraprasad Sastri, M.A, 
Librarian, Bengal Library, as the Government representative in that Council. 


43. 
From 

The PRESIDENT, CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY. 
To 

The OFFG. UNDER-SECRETARY to the GOVERNMENT of Bengal, 

General Department. 
Calcutta , the 13" August, 1891. 

Sir, 


With reference to your letter No. 962,dated the 26” June 1891, Ihave the honour to say that, at a special meeting 
of the Proprietors and Subscribers of the Library, the nomination of Babu Haraprasad Sastri,M.A., Librarian, Bengal 
Library, as the representative on the Council of the Calcutta Public Library was accepted, subject to the proviso, that 
while Pandit Sastri's counsel and co-operation would be thankfully received in all matters concerning the management 
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of the Library in cases of any material differences of opinion among the members, his vote should only be counted 
when the subject of discussion be such as relate in any way to the Bengal Library to be placed [xiv] in the custody of the 
Council of the Calcutta Public Library for the benefit of the Public. 


The Calcutta Corporation, the other half of the managing body of the Library, having also agreed to accept 
Pandit Sastri as a member of the Council of the Calcutta Public Library, his nomination will be gladly accepted by the 
present Council as soon as it is duly notified. 


I have the honor to be, &c. 
(Sd.) H. LEE, 
President, Cal.Pub. Library. 


44. 
GENERAL DEPARTMENT, 
Miscellaneous Branch, No. 240 T/G 
From 
W. MAUDE, Esgq.,C.S. 
Under- Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 
To 
The PRESIDENT of the CALCUTTA LIBRARY. 
Darjeeling, the 24” September, 1891. 
Sir, 


With reference to your letter dated the 13" August 1891, I am directed to say that the Lieutenant-Governor is 
unable to accept the condition on which the proprietors and subscribers of the Calcutta Public Library have expressed 
their willingness to accept Babu Haraprasad Sastri, M.A., Librarian, Bengal Library, as the Government's 
representative on the Council, and that unless the Babu is admitted unconditionally to the Council he cannot be 
appointed at all. 


45. 
[xv] 
From 

The SECRETARY, Calcutta Public Library. 
To 

The UNDER-SECRETARY to the Government of Bengal. 

Dated, Calcutta, the 8" October 1891. 

Sir, 


I have been directed to forward the following resolution passed at a Meeting of the Council of the Calcutta 
Public Library held on Monday the 5" October, for submission to His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. 


Resolution 1V.—‘A letter from the Government of Bengal No. 240 T/G dated Darjeeling the 24" September 

1891, wherein the Lieutenant-Governor refuses to accept the condition on which the Proprietors and Subscribers of 

the Calcutta Public Library agreed to accept Babu Haraprasad Sastri as the Government representative on the Council 

of the Library, was read, and it was resolved that the subject be referred to the Proprietors and Subscribers for re- 
consideration and the letter of the Government be placed before them”. 

T have the honor to be, &c 

(Sd.) BIPIN C. PAL, 

Secretary, Calcutta Public Library. 
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46. 
GENERAL DEPARTMENT, 
Miscellaneous Branch No. 1579 

From 

W. MAUDE, Esq.,C.S., 

Under- Secretary to the GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 
To 

The PRESIDENT, CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY. 
7 Calcutta , the 3" December, 1891 

it, 


With reference to your letter of the 8" October last, | am directed to inquire if the Proprietors and Subscribers of 
the Cal[xiv] cutta Public Library have reconsidered whether they can accept unconditionally the nomination of Babu 
Haraprasad Sastri as Government representative in the Council of the Library 


GENERAL DEPARTMENT, 
Miscellaneous Branch, No 182 

47. 
From 

W. MAUDE, Esq.,C.S , 

Under- Secretary to the GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL 
To 

The SECRETARY, CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Calcutta, the 23” January, 1892 

Sir, 


I am directed to invite your attention to the communications noted in the margin and to enquire if the 
Your letter dated the 8* October 1891 Proprietors and Subscribers of the Calcutta Public Library have reconsidered 
This office letter No 1579 dated the 3° | Whether they can accept unconditionally the nomination of Babu Haraprasad 
December 1891 Sastri as Government representative in the Council of the Library 


48. 
From 
The SECRETATY, CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY 


To 
The UNDER-SECRETARY 0 the Government of Bengal 


General Department, Miscellaneous Branch 
Calcutta, the 26" January 1892. 


Sir, 

With reference to your letter dated 3° December 1891 and 23rd January 1892, I regret to say that the annual 
meeting of the Proprietors and Subscribers of the Calcutta Public Library has not yet been held. The annual report is 
now ready, and the Council of the Library have resolved to convene the annual meeting in the second week of February 
when the question will be reconside ed, and Maharajah Sir Narendra Krishna Bhadoor [xvn] K.C.1LE., the Vice- 
President of the Council will move the unconditional acceptance of the nomination of Babu Haraprasad Sastri as the 
Government representative in the Council of the Library. The result will be duly communicated to you. 


I have the honor to be, &c. 
(Sd.) BIPIN C. PAL, 
Secretary, Calcutta Public Library. 
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(The following correspondence is taken from the Report on the Calcutta Public Library for 1892-93, Appendix I, pp. 


XXVI-XXX). 
NO. 1690 GENERAL DEPARTMENT, 
Miscellaneous Branch. B. No.1579. 


Dated 3" December 1891. 
Subject: Acceptance of the nomination of Babu Haraprasad Sastri as the Government representative on the 
Council of the Calcutta Public Library. 


To 
The SECRETARY to the CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Sir, — I am directed to invite your attention to this office letter quoted above and the subsequent reminder, 
and with reference to your letter 26" January last to request an early reply. 


I have the honor to be &c. 


Calcutta W. MAUDE, 
The 17th June, 1892 Offg. Under Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal 


50. 
GENERAL DEPARTMENT, MISCELLANEOUS BRANCH, No. 2132 
B No.1579, Dated 3" December 1891. 
Subject:- Acceptance of ............ Library 
To 


The SECRETARY TO THE CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY. 
vil, 

1 am directed to invite your attention again to this Office letter quoted above, and to the subsequent 
reminders and to request the favour of an early reply . 


Calcutta, 
The 23" July,1892 I have the honor to be, &c. 
W. MAUDE 
Offg. Under Secretary to the Govt. Of Bengal. 
51. 
From 
The SECRETARY, CALCUTTA LIBRARY. 
To 
The Offg. UNDER-SECRETARY to the Government of Bengal. 
és Dated, Calcutta, the 23” July 1892 
ir, 


Adverting to your reminder No. 2132 dated the 22™ instant I have the honor to inform you that your letter 
No.1690 dated the 17” ultimo was laid before the Sub-Committee of Proprietors and Subscribers which has been 
appointed to consider the rules when the following resolution was passed with reference thereto. 


“That the Sub-Committee recommend that the nomination of Babu Hara Prasad Sastri, M.A., as the 
Government representative on the Council of the Calcutta Public Library can be unconditionally accepted 
only if the principle underlying the present constitution of the Library laid down by the Joint Committee 
appointed by Government in 1888 is maintained by the Proprietors and Subscribers being allowed to increase 
the number of their representatives on the Council to seven”. 


This resolution came up before the Council on the 11° instant when they adjourned it to the next meeting to be 
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held next month for consideration. 


I have the honor to be, &c./ 
R.R MITRA J/ 
Secretary, Calcutta Public Library. 
§2. 
[xxviii-xxix] 
From 
The PRESIDENT, CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY. 
To 
The UNDER- SECRETARY to the Government of Bengal. 
S Calcutta, the 12" August, 1892 
ir, 


In continuation of this office letter dated 23 ultimo forwarding a copy of the resolution of the Sub-Committee 
of Proprietors and Subscribers regarding the nomination of Babu Haraprasad Sastri, M.A., Bengal Librarian, as the 
Government representative on the Council of the Calcutta Public Library, | have the honor to state that the resolution 
therewith forwarded was carefully considered by the Council of the Calcutta Public Library at its meeting held on 
Monday the 8” instant, and | now forward the resolution of that body passed on the subject, viz.—“That the President 
be authorised to address the Government that as the constitution of this library has been so recently determined upon 
and has not yet been adopted by the Municipal Commissioners and the proprietary body, and as the proposal of 
Government to add a new member to the Council has excited much opposition on the part of the Proprietors and 
Subscribers as giving to the body external to the proprietors and subscribers a prepondering vote, the Council 
respectfully urge that Government will withdraw the condition of adding a Government member to the Council”. 


2: It would be remembered that members of the Joint Committee (consisting of the Hon'ble Mr. H. J. Reynolds, - 
Sir H. L. Harrison, Sir Alfred Croft on behalf of Government and the Hon'ble Dr. Mahendra Lal Sircar and Mr. C.E. 
Dissent on behalf of the Proprietors) appointed by the Government of Bengal to formulate a scheme for the improved 
administration of the Calcutta Public Library recommended in their report submitted to Government that the “then 
existing Council should be replaced by a Council of whom six should be nominated by Government or the 
Municipality as external body and six by the Proprietors and Subscribers as the internal body, and that the existing 
rights of the Proprietors and Subscribers should be interfered with as little as possible”. The general body of 
Proprietors and Subscribers agreed to this proposal and the Municipality having agreed to assume joint charge of the 
Library on that basis, the Secretary to [xxix] the Government of Bengal was informed on 17" March 1890,”that the 
Council of the Calcutta Public Library accept with thanks the proposal made by the Commissioners for the town of 
Calcutta for future management of the library and arrange to relinquish the present management of the library from 
and after the date of the next annual general meeting of the Proprietors. In terms of this resolution the Council will be 
glad to make over the joint management of the Library to a Joint Committee partly appointed by the Commissioners 
and partly by the general body of Proprietors and Subscribers from and after 19” April, the date on which the next 
annual general meeting takes place”. 


3. The Library was accordingly surrendered to the present Joint Committee on 20” April 1890, and since that time 
its management has been in the hands of a Council composed of six Municipal Commissioners representing the 
external body and six Proprietors representing the internal body. New rules have been drawn up embodying the 
constitution so determined and these rules are awaiting confirmation by the body of Proprietors and Subscribers as 


well as by the Corporation of Calcutta. 


4. The proposal of Government to increase the number of the Council to 13 by the addition of a number 
nominated by Government has excited much opposition among the Proprietors and Subscribers. It is thought that the 
proportion of representatives of the extemal body should not be increased especially so soon after the whole 
constitution has been carefully scrutinised and changes have been accepted. It is also urged that if the members of the 
external body are increased, the representatives of the Proprietors and Subscribers should also be increased. To this 
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last proposal the Municipal representatives demur 


5 It will be seen that the Government proposal, though very reasonable in my opinion, has little chance of 
acceptance with the body of the Proprietors and Subscribers whose consent 1s necessary, and J am, therefore instructed 
to respectfully urge that under these circumstances Government will be pleased to withdraw the condition, attached to 
their generous offer of Books, of adding a Government member to the Council 


I have the honor to be &c 

JG RITCHIE, 

President Calcutta Public Library 
[xxx] 

53. 
GENERAL DEPARTMENT, 
Miscellaneous Branch No 2558 

trom 


W MAUDE, Esquire, CS, 
Offg Secretary to the Government of Bengal 


To 


The PRESIDENT, Calcutta Public Library 
Calcutta , the 30" August 1892 


Sir, 
I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 12" instant and in reply to say that, as the Council 


of the Calcutta Public Library cannot see their way to appointing the Librarian of the Bengal Library to the Council asa 
representative of Government and thereby affording Government a guarantee for the proper use and custody of the 
books collected under Act XXV_ of 1867, the Lreutenant-Governor regrets that those books cannot be placed at the 
disposal of the Calcutta Public Library for public reference as proposed 


J have the honor to be , &c 
W MAUDE, 
Offg Secretary to the Government of Bengal 


1 
COPIES OF CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL 
AND THE COUNCIL OF THE CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY. 


(The following terms were settled by the Council and submitted to the Government by Maharaja Bahadoor Sir 
Narendra Krishna K CIE Vice-President C PL through The Hon'ble RT Greer, CS on 9” November, 1900) 


TERMS. 


| That the transfer be effected on the basis of payment of Rs 500 per extsting share to be paid to the Council for 
distribution to all existing Proprietors, their legal representatives or assigns 


2 That all existing Proprietors during their life time be allowed the privilege of reading at home such books of the 
Calcutta Public Library as will form part of the Imperial Library and such other books of the Imperial Library as are 
allowed to go out in circulation 


3 All such books of the Calcutta Public Library as are not required and retained by the Imperial Library be made 
over to the Counci! of the Calcutta Public Library for disposal together with the shelves which they occupy 
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CORPORATION OF CALCUTTA 
Municipal Office 


d 16" ber 1 
My dear Maharaja, Dated 16" November 1900 


I have communicated to His Honor the Lieutenant-Govemor the Resolutions of the Council of the Metcalfe 


Library regarding the proposed transfer as conveyed in your letter to me and am authorized to say that His Honor 
accepts them. 


The Council ask for the Proprietors the privilege of reading at home all books of the Metcalfe Library. It is 


assumed they do not include those rare books which, under the present Metcalfe Library rules, are not lent out to any 
one. 


Since meeting you I have visited the Imperial Library and have examined its rules. 


Tenclose a copy of the latter which may interest you. It seems to me that the rules are very reasonable and that 
the Viceroy's proposal confers a most valuable gift to the public of Calcutta, It is evidently the Viceroy's intention to 
benefit the public of Calcutta; and the removal of the Imperial Library (a very fine collection of books ) to the Metcalfe 
Halli will involve a serious loss to the Secretariat of the Government of India. 


iflegal effect can now be given to the Resolutions of the Council (noting the point I have referred to ) I shall be 
glad to do the needful in moving Government to carry out its share in the arrangements. 


Yours sincerely, 
( Sd.) R.T. GREER. 


To 
MAHARAJA BAHADUR SIR NARENDRA KRISHNA, K.C.LE. 
3 
IMPERIAL LIBRARY RULES. 
1. No Encyclopaedias, dictionaries, atlases, or books of general reference shall be removed from the Library 


without the special permission of the Officer in charge of the Records. 


2. No valuable books shall be removed from the Library without the special permission of the Officer in charge of 
the Records. These books will be marked in the Catalogue with an asterisk. 


3. Books , other than those mentioned in Rules | and 2 , may be issued to persons in Rules 4-6 on the signature ofa 
receipt, but no person shall be allowed to take out more than six books (up to a limit of 12 vols.) at a time, and any 
person taking out a book shall be held responsible for it until his receipt is returned and destroyed. 


4. Books may be issued to all superior officers of the Government of India and the Local Governments resident in 
Calcutta, or (whilst the Government of India is at Simla) in Simla. _ 


5. (a)Books may be issued to other persons, official or non-official, who obtain a written permission from the 
Head of any Department of the Government of India, or from the Officer in charge of the Records. 


5, (b) Permission to take out books is not transferable, and books must not be lent to persons who have not 
themselves the right to use the Library. 


6. Technical works may be issued to superior Government Officers not resident in Calcutta or Simla, by the 
Officer in Charge of the Records, on his own authority when there are duplicate copies, and with the permission of the 
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department concerned, when there 1s only a single copy. 


[4]  7(a). Books issued are liable to recall at any time, but :f not so recalled they may be kept for the space of one 
month, after which the permission of the Officer in Charge of the Records for retaining the books must be obtained. 


7 (b) No book shall be issued to any person who has failed to return a book within a reasonable time on its being 
recalled by the Officer in charge of the Records. 


8 The Library will be open during office hours to any person who may wish to use it, provided that he obtains 
permission from the Officer in charge of the Records. 


9 A Visitor's book will be kept in a convenient place 1n the Library. 


28" August 1899 
(Sd. ) S.C. Hill 
Offg Officer in Charge of the Records of the 
Government of India 


Calcutta Public Library 
The 23% November 1900 
Dear Mr. Greer, 


I put your letter of the 16" November before a meeting of the Council which I convened on Wednesday and 
now enclose a copy of the resolution recorded at the meeting I feel sure, 1f the terms embodied tn this resolution are 
accepted by the Government of India, there will be no difficulty whatever in effecting the transfer 


You are quite right about the rule for the non-issue of valuable books, but this rule has always been conditioned 
by the discretion vested in the Book Committee of relaxing it in [5] favour of anyone who could be entrusted with the 
loan of such a book For instance 1f Sir John Woodurn wanted a valuable or rare work 1t certainly would be sent to him. 


We are indeed very glad to learn that the Imperial Library as a Library of reference 1s intended to be thrown 
open to the public. Ifa message to this effect could be conveyed in the Government of India letter it would greatly help 
to reconcile the public to the transfer of the Metcalfe Library to Government 


Yours truly, 
(Sd. ) NARENDRA KRISHNA 


5 


To 
R T. GREER, Esq ,C.S. 


Extract from the Minutes of the Proceedings of the Council of the 
Calcutta Public Library held on Wednesday the 21" November 1900. 


“IL. The Vice-President having placed a letter from Mr. R.T. Greer and the rules of the Imperial Library before the 
Council, it was resolved. - 


That the Council recommend to the Proprietors to effect the transfer of their rights in the Calcutta Public 
Library on the following terms to which they hope the Government of India will agree. 


1. That the Government shali pay Rs. 500 for each existing share to the Council for distribution to the 
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Proprietors, their legal representatives or assi gns. 


2. That the present Proprietors shall retain during their life-time the privilege of taking out for perusal such 
books as [6] having hitherto belonged to the Calcutta Public Library will form a portion of the New Imperial Library. 
This condition proposed by the Government of India in Home Department letter No. 1295, dated 18" May 1900( Copy 


received with Mr. Secretary F.A. Slack's letter No. 631 T.R., dated 30" May 1900 to the address of Mr. W.R. Bright, 
then President of the Calcutta Public Library ) is accepted. 


3. That the present Proprietors shall have the privilege of taking out such books of the Imperial Library as may 
be issued for circulation irrespective of any permission of the Officer in Charge of the Records. 


4. That the present Proprietors shall be allowed to take six sets of books at a time; and no book shall be issued to 
any Proprietor until he returns a book on its being recalled by the Officer in charge of the Records. 


5. That the Imperial Library shall be open to the public for reading the books on the premises. 


6. That the building shall retain its name “Meta]fe Hall”, as large sums of money were subscribed by the public 
to erect this building in order to perpetuate the name of Lord Metcalfe. 


7. That all such books of the Calcutta Public Library as are not required and retained by the Imperial Library be 
made over to the Council of the Calcutta Public Library for disposal together with the shelves they occupy. 


Legal effect will be given to the above terms as soon an the Government of India agrees to them”. 


( True Extract ) 
(Sd. } S.C. De, 
Hony, Secretary, CPL. 


CORPORATION OF CALCUTTA 
Municipal Office 
Dated, 3” January 1901 


Dear Maharaja, 


Ienclose a copy of the reply, which has reached me to-day to the representation of the Council of the Metcalfe 
Library which you had forwarded to me for submission to the Government. Mr. Slack's letter contains a definite reply 


on each point and calls for no explanation from me. 


Recognizing as I do, the great value of the gift which His Excellency the Viceroy has proposed to make to the 
citizens of Calcutta in the establishment of an Imperial Library, I should gladly see the acceptance of the terms by the 


Council and the Proprietors and a settlement of this long-pending question. 
Yours sincerely, 


(Sd. ) R.T. GREER 


To 
MAHARAJA BAHADUR SIR NARENDRA KRISHNA, K.C.LE. 
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7 
D.O.No. | 
GENERAL DEPARTMENT 
Bengal Secretariat 
Calcutta, 2” January 1901 
My Dear Greer, 


With reference to your D.O. of the 27" November, submitting a copy of certain conditions, on the acceptance 
of which by the Government of India, the Council of the Metcalfe Library is prepared to recommend to the Proprietors 
to [8] transfer their rights to that Government, I am directed to reply as follows :- 


Conditions (1) and (2) These have already been accepted by the Government of India. 


Condition (3) With reference to this, I am requested to say that no books of the Imperial Library are given out 
in circulation except to certain specified officials. 


Condition (4) This can only apply to the books already in the Metcalfe Library, and which may be eventually 
included in the Imperial Library. With reference to such books, I am to say that the Proprietors will have the same rights 
as those they now possess, so far as taking them away from the Library for perusal is concerned. 


Condition (5) This the Government of India cannot allow to be imposed as a condition. They have always 
proposed to throw open the Library to the public for reading under suitable conditions such as exist in every similar 
Library, but it will not be open to any one without a certificate or permit to walk in and demand to see any official 
document or valuable work. 


Condition (6) The Institution will be known as the Imperial Library, but there will be no objection to the 
building retaining the name of the Metcalfe Hall. 


Condition (7) has already been accepted on condition that the books shall not be sold, given away, parted with, 
or used for any purposes than starting a circulating Library of their own elsewhere. 


If then the Council are prepared to revise their proposals in accordance with the above remarks and having so 
revised them to recommend to the Proprietors the transfer above [9] allued to, | am asked to say that an official reply 
will be sent by Government on the receipt from the Council ofan official request. 


Yours Sincerely, 
(Sd. ) F.S. SLACK 


To R.T.GREER, Esq.,C.S. 


8 
CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Dated the 7* January 1901 


My Dear Sir, 


; I laid your letter with that of Mr. Slack before the Council of the Calcutta Public Library who, I am glad to 
inform you have accepted all the terms of the Government with the exception of condition (3) regarding the taking out 
of the books of the Imperial Library by the Proprietors. As will appear from the correspondetice that the Government 
had once agreed to grant that concession, I therefore hope that His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor will kindly 
recommend its acceptance by the Government of India. This I trust will terminate the protracted correspondence and 
will induce the Proprietors to transfer their rights in the Calcutta Public Library to Government. 


Yours Sincerely, 


T (Sd. ) NARENDRA KRISHNA 
0 


R.T. Greer, Esq.,C.S. 
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9 


a ae from the Minutes of the Proceedings of the Council of the Calcutta Public Library held on Saturday the 
anuary 1901 


“IH. The Vice-President having placed a letter from Mr. Greer, witha letter D.O. No. 1 , dated 2™ instant from Mr. F.A. 
Slack before the meeting, it was resolved :- 


That the Council regret to note that the Government now objects to condition (3) after it had once accepted it as 
conveyed by Mr. Greer’s letter dated 10 November 1900 where he writes, “I am authorised to say that His Honor 
accepts them”. And Mr. Greer's letter was a reply to the terms proposed by the Council of the Calcutta Public Library 
dated 9" November 1900 and amongst which the 2™ item was “that all existing proprietors during their lifetime be 
allowed the privilege of reading at home such books of the Calcutta Public Library as will form part of the Imperial 
Library, and such other books of the Imperial Library as are allowed to go out in circulation”. 


This view Mr. W.R. Bright in his Circular to the Proprietors dated 17” April 1899 gave them to understand, 
would be supported by His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor. The Council therefore hope that His Honor the 
Lieutanant-Governor will support this term and the Government of India will accept it. 


Condition (4) That the proprietors are allowed to take out seven sets of books under the rules of the Calcutta 
Public Library. But the Council was willing to limit the privilege to six sets regard being had to the concession 
mentioned in condition (3) and rule (3) of the Imperial Library. 


Condition (5) This is not a condition which the Council desire for the first time to impose on Government, but 
it is one [11] which the Government itself proposed and is implied if not expressed, throughout the correspondence 
between the Government and the Calcutta Public Library. The Government is fully aware that the Calcutta Public 
Library was started for the benefit of the public and it has hitherto been carried on for the same purpose. The Council 
ought not make over the Library to the Government without reserving the same privileges for the public which they 
have all along enjoyed. The Council therefore ask the Government to open the proposed Imperial Library to the public 
upon such conditions as the Government think fit. The Council trust that the Government will not raise any objection 
to this condition. 


Condition (6) That as the building was erected mainly by public subscriptions to perpetuate the memory of 
Lord Metcalfe, it should retain its name of “Metcalfe Hall”. 


Condition (7) The Council accept this as embodied in the letter of Mr. F.A. Slack dated 2" January 1901. 


( True Extract ) 
( Sd.) S.C. De 
Hony, Secretary, C.P.L 


10 


No. 14 
MUNICIPAL OFFICE, 


Calcutta 14" January 1901 
My dear Maharaja, 


I forwarded a copy of your letter dated the 7° January 1901, to the Secretary, Bengal Government, and now 
enclose a copy of hisreply (D.O. No. 22, dated the 12” instant). 


[have already expressed my own personal opinion as to the great importance of the gift which His Excellency 
the Viceroy has most kindly offered in the proposal to establish an Imperial [12] Library and to present a very valuable 
collection of books for the benefit of the citizens of Calcutta. 


It appears from the correspondence that Government is prepared to make exceptions in favor of the Proprietors 
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of the Metcalfe Library in regard to the volumes which are now deposited in that Institution and to treat all the public 
alike with respect to the remainder As I understand the situation, the rules of the Imperial Library will resemble those 
of the Library of the British Museum in London which 1s a model of efficiency, providing for the comfort and 
convenience of readers and for the safety of the Library books 


The Government of Bengal has endeavoured to bring about a settlement of this long pending question and, in 
my opinion, there 1s no reasonable cause for further difference 


I shall be glad to hear that the Proprietors, by their agreement, have secured the establishment of a most 
valuable Library for the public of Calcutta 


Yours sincerely, 
(Sd )R T GREER 


To 

MAHARAJA BAHADUR SIR NARENDRA KRISHNA, K CLE 
11 
DO No 22 

GENERAL DEPARTMENT 
Bengal Secretanat 
Calcutta, 12" January 1901 

My dear Greer, 


With reference to your DO No 9482 of 8” instant enclosing a letter from Maharaja Sir Narendra Krishna, 
K CIE, [13] I am directed to say that the present Rules relating to the Imperial Library are to be changed and a fresh 
set of Rules will be drafted It 1s not intended that any portion of the Library apart from the portion taken over from the 
Metcalfe library will be for circulation With reference to those books of the Imperial Library which do not form part of 
the books taken over from the Metcalfe Library the proprietors will have exactly the same pnvileges as the public will 
have 


1 am also requested to add that the Lieutenant-Governor cannot press for the proprietors of the Metcalfe 
Library privileges which are given to no other and His Honor hopes that his partners in the Library will see this and 
now close with the terms of the Government of India 


Yours sincerely, 
(Sd )FA SLACK 


To 
R T GREER, Esq 
12 
CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY 
The 4" February 1901 
My dear Sir, 


1 beg to enclose herewith an extract from the Minutes of the Proceedings of a meeting of the Council of the 
Calcutta public Library held this afternoon, at which, I am glad to say, the Council has accepted the Government 
proposals 


With best regards, 
Yours sincerely, 


(Sd. ) NARENDRA KRISHNA. 
0 


The Hon'ble R T Greer, C S 
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13 


Extract from the Minutes of the Proceedings of the Council of the 
Calcutta Public Library, held on Monday, the 4" February 1901 


“The letter from Mr. Greer, dated 14” January and the letter from Mr. Slack, dated 12” January were placed 

before the Council who accept the terms contained therein and they recommend their acceptance by the Proprietors. A 

Special meeting of the Proprietors is to be called under Rule V, and all the correspondence passed between the Council 
and the Government after the last meeting of the Proprietors in September last will be laid before them”. 

( True Extract ) 

(Sd. ) S.C. De 

Hony. Secretary, C.P.L. 


Atthe back of the title page 
( Printed by Srimanta Roy Chowdhury, Newton Press, 79/3/2/3, Cornwallis Street, Calcutta, 1901 ). 


14 
IMPERIAL LIBRARY (INDENTURES VALIDATION) BILL, 1902 


( The Council of the Governor General of India ... met at Government House, Calcutta, on Friday, the 10" 
January, 1902. His Excellency Baron Curzon, Viceroy and Governor-General of India, presided. His Honor Sir John 
Woodbum, Lt.-Governor of Bengal, Hon'ble Mr. T. Raleigh, Hon'ble Mr. Gopal Krishna Gokhale, Rai Bahadur Bipin 
Krishna Bose and other members were present on the occasion. ) 


[3] The Hon'ble Mr. Raleigh moved for leave to introduce a Bill to confirm and validate certain indentures made 
between the Agricultural and Horticultural Society of India and the Calcutta Public Library, respectively, and the 
Secretary of State for India in Council. He said:- “Hon'ble members are familiar at least with the outer aspect of the 
building to which this measure relates. It occupies a commanding site in the business quarter of Calcutta, and it was 
erected as a memorial to the distinguished career of Lord Metcalfe. For a long time past this building has been 
occupied by two useful institutions. The Agricultural and Horticultural Society, which is best known to us in 
connection with its experimental garden at Alipur— a Society founded in 1821 for the purpose of conducting enquiries 
with a view to the introduction of new plants and the improvement of the staple products of India. The upper part of the 
building was assigned to the Calcutta Free Public Library—a library of circulation and reference—a library which, | 
may say, has been enriched from time to time by gifts from the Government and from public persons, and which 
therefore, may be considered as a public institution. But in dealing with the existing Society and the Committee of the 
Library, and in making arrangements with them to secure this building for the uses of an imperial Public Library 
worthy of the name, Your Lordship has preferred to proceed upon a basis of agreement, and although by taking this 
course we have interposed certain inevitable delays, | hope that the negotiations, which were conducted by His 
Honour the Lieutenant-Governor, may have the effect of starting the new or re-organised library, which Your Lordship 
has projected, with the harmonious co-operation of all who are concerned. The foundation of the new library will be 
the Imperial Library, which was formed, not very long ago, by combining certain collections of books which belonged 
to the various Departments of the Government of India, and during the last 12 years we have combined this collection 
of books with the Imperial Record Office. As, unfortunately, we are all aware, the preservation of public records is a 
matter in which the Government of this country for some time showed deplorable indifference, but within the last ten 
years, great improvements have been effected, and it is to be hoped that the administration of the Record Office in its 
new quarters and with more room for a proper arrangement will conduce to the preservation of a proper record of the 
acts of Government, and will be found, in the future, extremely useful to the students of history in this country. 
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“The Indentures which represent the result of our negotiations with the Society and the Committee of the Free 
Public Library, have now been executed, [4] and the Bill which I now ask leave to introduce has becn prepared upon 
the advice of our Standing Counsel It 1s not usual to refer Bills of this character to a Select Committee, but if any 
Hon'ble Member of Council should be of opinion that there 1s any point in the Bill which requires to be discussed in 
detait, I shall be very glad to consider it and meet his wishes, 1f possible on some future occasion I hope to move that 
the Bill be (taken) into consideration and passed We present it merely as a formal legal stage in what we believe to be a 
great and useful undertaking and we hope that the re-organised library will remain for all time to come as an enduring 
monument of your Lordship's administration” 


His Excellency the PRESIDENT said _ - “I should only like to add one or two words to the very clear statement 
that has just been made by my Hon'ble Colleague on my left My object in carrying out the scheme, which has taken 
shape in this Bill, has been to present Calcutta with a Public library worthy of the name When I came to India we could 
not be said to possess here any such institution There was the collection to which my Hon'ble Colleague has referred, 
consisting of the records and writings and documents of Government which was contained in one of the buildings of 
one of our Departments This collection, valuable as it was to officers of Government, was not, and could not in the 
nature of the circumstances, be accessible to the public, nor indeed was Its existence generally known except to those 
officers who from time to time had occasion to refer to it On the other hand, the existing public library in the upper 
storey of the Metcalle Hall while it contained ap enormous number of books, had practically degenerated, so far as the 
use made of 1t was Concerned, into a Itbrary of light literature and of fiction It scemed to me desirable to consolidate 
these collections as far as possible, and to constitute a library which would both have the solid foundations that would 
recommend tt to the student and at the same time possess all the necessary works of reference upon India and Indian 
subjects | therefore decided to hand over to this new institution, should J be fortunate enough to obtain the building, 
the Government collection to which I have referred, while by the arrangements that I was enabled to make with the 
proprietors of the existing Metcalfe Library,and which if I may so in his presence, were conducted with great skill by 
his Honour the Lieutenant Governor--- I was enabled to secure the existing collections that were at that trme housed 
in the first floor of the Metcalfe building My next step was to procure from home a competent librarian and student 
from the British Museum who has now fora year been in charge of the new undertaking 


{5} “The Metcalfe Hall itself has been painted and renovated, and I think would hardly be recognized by many 
Honourable Gentlemen at this table, if they paid it a visit Shortly the whole collection will be thoroughly revised and 
re-housed, and I hope that, within about a year from now, this building will be a place for the student, a place for the 
historian, and a place for the casual reader as well It seemed to me highly necessary that there should be somewhere in 
India, and obviously in Calcutta as the capital of the Empire, some library to which any man should be at liberty to go 
who wanted to know anything about India My desire 1s to collect there every book that has been written in an 
intelligible tongue about this Continent, so that material not merely for casual reference, but for the publications and 
compilations of the historian of the future, may be there available This I think we can effect I hope that, before I left 
this country we may have tn the Metcalfe Building on a small scale what the Reading Room of the British Museum 
supphes to the student and reader at home, and although many of us in the busy lives we live out here do not find much 
time for other than official reading, yet I hope that we may attract to the intenor of this new hbrary a raceof scholars 
and may gradually build up in the future works of investigation and research that may add to the credit of British rule in 
this country These are the obyects with which this institution has been founded, and this bill that has been introduced is 
intended to give legislative form to the arrangements to which I have referred” 


The motion was put and agreed to 

The Hon'ble Mr. Raleigh introduced the Bill 

The Hon'ble Mr Raleigh, moved that the Bull, together with the Statement of objects and Reasons 
relating there to, be published in the Gazette of India and in the Calcutta Gazette in English. 
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The motion was put and agreed to 
The Council adjourned to Friday, the 31" January, 1902 


Calcutta H.W. CARNDUFF 
th 
The 13" January 1902 Offg Secretary to the Government of India, Legislative Dept 
15 
31" January 1902 IMPERIAL LIBRARY (INDENTURES VALIDATION ) BILL 


The Hon'ble Mr Raleigh moved that the Bill to confirm and validate certain indentures made between the 
Agirucultural and Horticultural Society of India and the Calcutta Public Library, respectively, and the Secretary of 
State for India in Council be taken into consideration 


The motion was put and agreed to 


The Hon'ble Mr Raleigh moved that the Bil] be passed He said - “The objects of this Bill were fully 
explained by Your Lordship, and by myself at the time of its introduction No objection has been received to anything 
in the Bull and Schedule, and I now move that the Bill be passed” 


The Hon'ble Mr MC Tumer sid “Before this Bull is passed, I desire to take this opportunity of 
congratulating Your Excellency's Government in having arrived at so satisfactory an agreement as that which will be 
legalised by the passing of the Bill As a member of the Horticultural Sousety [ was under the painful necessity of 
attending meetings at the Metcalfe Hall, and it invanably struck me that the condition of that historic hall was a 
reproach and a disgrace to Calcutta Under the new conditions, this, My Lord ,will be possible in the future, and that 
alone in itself 1s a worthy object that has been attained But, apart from that, the arrangements made have enabled a 
deserving and useful Society— the Agri-Horticultural Soctety—to acquit itself of certain labilities It has also 
enabled the Government of India to form the nucleus of a most valuable Public Library of reference— a hbrary which, 
1 believe, will [ 16] be of inestimable value to those of the present and future generations | think, my Lord, that the 
thanks of the public are due to Your Excellency, and also to His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor, for having brought 
about such a happy result” 


The motion was put and agreed to 
The Council adjourned to Friday, the 14" February 1902 


Calcutta, 
H.W. Carnduff, 


The 3" February , 1902 
Offg Secretary to the Government of India, Legislative Department 


(From the Abstract of the Proceedings of the Council of the Governor General of India assembled for 
the purpose of making Laws and Regulations 1902 Vol XLI, pp 3-5,&15-16,Calcutta Office of the Supdt of 


Govt Pnnting, India, 1902) 
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16 
THE IMPERIAL LIBRARY (INDENTURES VALIDATION) 
ACT, 1902 


Act No. 1 of 1902 


An act to confirm and validate certain indentures made between the 
Agricultural and Horticultural Society of India and the Calcutta 
Public Library, respectively, and the Secretary of State for 
India in Council. 


[31" January, 1902] 


WHEREAS an indenture, a copy whereof is set forth in the first 
schedule, was expressed to be made, on the tenth day of April, 1901, 
between the Agricultural and Horticultural Society of India, of the first 
part, the president and members for the time being of the said Agricultural 
and Horticultural Society, of the second part, and the Secretary of State for 
India in Council, of the third part: 


AND WHEREAS an indenture, a copy whereof is set forth in the 
second schedule, was expressed to be made, on the twentieth day of 
December, 1901, between the Calcutta Public Library, of the first part, the 
vice president for the time being of the said Calcutta Public Library, of the 
second part, the members for the time being of the Council of the said 
Calcutta Public Library, of the second part, the members for the time being 
of the Council of the said Calcutta Public Library, of the third part and the 
said Secretary of state in Council of the fourth part: 


AND WHEREAS the said indentures respectively purport to grant 
and transfer, for consideration, unto the said Secretary of State in Council 
absolutely the land described therein, or in the schedules thereto, 
respectively, and the building with out-buildings, known as the Metcalfe 
Hall, situate in the town of Calcutta in the territories administered by the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal: 


AND WHEREAS the said Agricultural and Horticultural Society 
and Calcutta Public Library have been registered as societies under the 
Societies Registration Act, 1860: 


AND WHEREAS it is expedient that any doubt as to the legal 
effect of the said indentures should be removed and that the said indentures 
should be confirmed and declared to be valid and binding in law for all the 
intents and purposes expressed therein respectively, and especially for the 
purpose of vesting the said property in His Majesty absolutely so as to be 
made available for the purposes of an Imperial Library to be established in 
the said town of Calcutta, or for any other use or purpose to or for which the 
same may be, or may be intended to be, hereafter applied; 


Itis hereby enacted as follows:- 
1. This Act may be called the Imperial Library (Indentures Validation) 


Act. 1902 
2. (1) Notwithstanding anything contained in the Societies Registration Act, 
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1860, or in any other enactment or rule of law for the time being in force, the 
Property expressed of intended to be transferred to the Secretary of State for India 
in Council by the indentures, whereof copies are set forth in the first and second 
schedules, respectively, to this Act, shall be deemed and taken to have been so 
transferred absolutely as and from the dates of the said indentures respectively; 


and the said several indentures are hereby declared valid and operative as from 
the said dates respectively. 


(2) The said indentures shall be, and from the dates thereof respectively shall 
be deemed to have been, valid and binding for all purposes whatsoever, and as 
against all persons whomsoever claiming any right to, or any interest in, or any 
relief respecting the property, or any portion thereof, expressed or intended to be 
transferred thereby respectively, either as members of the Agricultural and 
Horticultural Society of India or of the Calcutta Public Library, or otherwise 
howsoever. 


3. Notwithstanding anything herein contained, the property expressed or 
intended to be transferred to the Secretary of State for India in Council by the said 
indentures respectively shall be, and from the dates thereof respectively shall be 
deemed to have been, vested in Government absolutely and free from all 
incumbrances, trusts, powers, equities or obligations of any kind or nature 
whatsoever. 


4. (1)Areceipt signed by the person acting for the time being as the president of 
the said Agricultural and Horticultural Society of India for any money payable by 
the Secretary of State for India in Council to the said Agricultural and 
Horticultural Society under the indenture set forth in the first schedule, shall 
effectually discharge the said Secretary of State in Council as regards the money 
therein expressed to be received, and from all liability in respect thereof ; and the 
said Secretary of State in Council shall not be concerned to see to the application, 
or be responsible for any loss or misapplication, of the same. 


(2) A receipt signed by the person acting for the time being as the vice- 
president of the said Calcutta Public Library for any money payable by the 
Secretary of State for India in Council to the said Calcutta Public 
Library under the indenture set forth in the second schedule, shall effectually 
discharge the said Secretary of State in Council as regards the money therein 
expressed to be received, and from all liability in respect thereof; and the said 
Secretary of State in Council shall not be concerned to see to the application, or be 
responsible for any loss or misapplication, of the same. 


THE FIRST SCHEDULE 


THIS INDENTURE made the tenth day of April one thousand 
nine hundred and one BETWEEN THE AGRICULTURAL AND 
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY OF INDIA a Society registered under the 
provisions of Act 21 of 1860 of the Legislative Council of India (hereinafter 
called the said Society ) of the first part, Henry Cooper Egger of | Alipore Lane in 
the Suburbs of Calcutta Solicitor President of the said Society David Prain M.A. 
M.B.ER:S.C. Superintendent of the Royal Botanic Garden Sibpur in the District 
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of Howrah and a Major in the Indian Medical Service the Honourable Francis 
Alexander Slacke, B.A. J.P. Member of the Indian Civil Service Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal in the General Revenue and Statistical Departments 
Robert George Girard of Ghoosery in the District of Howrah Collector of Income 
Tax Bengal and Joygobinda Law C.L.E. of 24 Sukeas Street Calcutta Zemindar 
the four Vice-Presidents of the said Society His Grace the most Reverend Dactor 
Paul Count Goethals S.J. Archbishop of Calcutta the Palace 12 Park Street 
Calcutta Protapa Chundra Ghosha of 26 Baranasi Ghose's Street Calcutta 
Zemindar Francis Granville Clarke of 4 Alipore Lane Calcutta Agent Rajah 
Peary Mohun Mookerjee C.S.1.of Utterpara in the District of Hooghly Zemindar 
Edward Jeremiah King of 9 Victoria Terrace Calcutta Broker William Graham of 
Garden Reach in the Suburbs of Calcutta Barrister-at Law Prosonno Coomar 
Banerjee Rai Bahadur of Ariadah in the District of the Twenty-four Pergunnahs 
Zemindar John Ross Bertram of 101 Clive Street Calcutta Merchant William 
Dickson Cruickshank of 2 Esplanade West Calcutta Banker Owen Brochwel 
Griffiths of 3 Mangoe Lane Calcutta Broker Kailas Chundra Basu Rai Bahadur 
C.1.E.of 72 Sookeas Street Calcutta Doctor of Medicine and George Burgh 
McNair of | Hastings Street Calcutta Solicitor, all Members of the said Society of 
the second part, and The Secretary of State for India in Council ( herein after 
called the Secretary of State ) of the third part. 


WHEREAS in the year one thousand eight hundred and forty at meetings of 
a Committee of subscribers to a fund raised with the object of perpetuating the 
name and administration of Sir Charles Theophilus Metcalfe Baronet (afterwards 
created Baron Metcalfe) Governor General of India to which fund the Agricultural 
and Horticultural Society of India as then constituted and the Society known as the 
Calcutta Public Library were contributors, it was resolved to erect a building in 
Calcutta of two storeys which should be devoted as to the lower storey thereof to 
the purposes of the said Agricultural and Horticultural Society of India and as to 
the upper storey thereof to the purposes of the Calcutta Public Library AND 
WHEREAS application having been made by the said Committee of subscribers 
to the Government of India for a suitable site for the building to be erected as 
aforesaid the piece or parcel of land in the schedule hereto particularly described 
was in the year one thousand eight hundred and forty made over by the 
Government of India to the said Agricultural and Horticultural Society of India 
and the said Calcutta Public Library subject only to the conditions following 
namely that the building to be erected thereon with the object and for the purposes 
aforesaid should be ornamental and substantial and that on failure on the part of 
the said Agricultural and Horticultural Society of India and the Calcutta Public 
Library to keep the said building in repair the said piece or parcel of land should 
revert to the Government of India or at least that the said building should not 
without the consent of the Government of India be alienable to other purposes 
than for the use of the said Agricultural and Horticultural Society of India and the 
said Calcutta Public Library and WHEREAS thereafter by application of the 
balance of the said fund in the hands of the said Committee of subscribers 
augmented by further substantial contributions by the said Agricultural and 
Horticultural Society of India and the said Calcutta Public Library and ornamental 
and substantial building suitable for the purposes of the said Agricultural and 
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Horticultural Society of India and the said Calcutta Public Library was erected on 
the said piece or parcel of land which building on the completion thereof was 
designated and has ever since been known as the Metcalfe Hall AND WHEREAS 
so far as is known no conveyance or other assurance of the said piece or parcel of 
land was at any time executed to or in favour of the said piece or parcel of land 
was at any time executed to or in favour of the said Agricultural and Horticultural 
Society of India and the said Calcutta Public Library AND WHREAS on the ninth 
day of September one thousand eight hundred and sixty-one the said Agricultural 
and Horticultural Society of India was registered under the provisions of Act 21 of 
1860 of the Legislative Council of India and the said Society so registered is the 
said Society party hereto of the first part AND WHEREAS the said Society and 
the said Calcutta Public Library as at present constituted are possessed of and 
entitled in perpetuity to the said piece or parcel of land and the aforesaid building 
known as the Metcalfe Hall and other the out-buildings erected and being thereon 
as tenants in common in equal shares AND WHEREAS the said persons parties 
hereto of the second part are the present Council and governing body of the said 
Society AND WHEREAS the Secretary of State being desirous of acquiring the 
said Metcalfe Hall and other the land and buildings aforesaid an offer was 
recently made by the President of the said Society to and accepted by the 
Government of Bengal on behalf of the Secretary of State for the sale and transfer 
of the undivided moiety or half part or share of the said Society of and in the said 
Metcalfe Hall and land and buildings aforesaid to the Secretary of State for the 
price or sum or Rupees twenty-five thousand in cash and a permanent annuity of 
Rupees six thousand per annum such offer and acceptance being made subyect to 
the approval and confirmation thereof by the said Society in general meeting 
AND WHEREAS at genera! meetings of the said Society duly convened and held 
in accordance with the bye-laws and regulations of the said Society on the 
fourteenth day of March one thousand and nine hundred and the twenty seventh 
day of April one thousand and nine hundred the following resolution was passed 
namely that the conditional offer made by the President to and accepted by the 
Government of Bengal for the transfer to the Government of India of the right title 
and interest of this Society in the Metcalfe Hall property in consideration of a 
permanent annuity of Rupees six thousand unfettered by any conditions affecting 
its enjoyment and a sum of Rupees twenty-five thousand in cash be and is hereby 
adopted and confirmed and that the President be and is hereby authorized to carry 
such transfer into effect NOW THIS INDENTURE WITNESSETH that in 
consideration of the sum of Rupees twenty five thousand on or before the 
execution of these presents paid by the Secretary of State to the said Society ( the 
receipt, whereof the said Society and the said persons parties hereto of the second 
part hereinafter called the said governing body do hereby respectively 
acknowledge and therefrom do hereby respectively release the Secretary of State 
his successors in office and assigns) and also in consideration of the permanent 
annuity or clear yearly sum of Rupees six thousand to be henceforth paid by the 
Secretary of State his successors in office and assigns to the said Society or its 
assigns at the times and in the manner hereinafter mentioned the said Society and 
the said governing body respectively do hereby grant and transfer into the 
Secretary of State ALL that the one equal undivided moiety or half part or share of 
the said Society of and inall that piece of parcel of land more particularly 
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described in the schedule hereunder written and the building known as the 
Metcalfe Hall and all the other out-buildings erected and being thereon AND 
ALSO of and in all ways passage drains rights privileges easements and 
appurtenances whatsoever to the said piece or parcel of land and buildings or any 
of them or any part thereof belonging or with the same now or heretofore held and 
enjoyed or reputed or known to be part or parcel thereof or appurtenant thereto 
AND all the estate right title and interest claim and demand of the said Society into 
or upon the said premises or any part thereof TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said 
one equal undivided moiety or half part or share and all other the estate right title 
and interest of the said Society of and in the said piece or parcel of land and 
buildings and all other the premises hereinbefore expressed to be hereby granted 
and transferred unto and to the use of the Secretary of State his successors in office 
and assigns for ever AND that the said Society and the said governing body for 
and on behalf of the said Society ( but not so as to bind themselves personally ) do 
hereby respectively covenant with the Secretary of State his successors in office 
and assigns that notwithstanding anything by the said Society at any time done or 
knowingly suffered the said Society now have full power in manner aforesaid to 
grant and transfer the said one equal undivided moiety or half part or share of and 
in the said piece or parcel of land buildings and premises hereinbefore expressed 
to be hereby granted and transferred unto and to the use of the Secretary of State 
his successors in office and assigns AND that the said one equal undivided moiety 
or half part or share of and in the said piece and parcel of land buildings and 
premises and every part thereof shall remain and be to the use of the Secretary of 
State his successors in office and assigns in the manner aforesaid and shall be 
quietly entered into and upon and held and enjoyed without any interruption claim 
or demand by the said Society or any person or persons claiming under or in trust 
for them AND that discharged from or otherwise by the said Society sufficiently 
indemnified against all incumbrances claims and demands created by the said 
Society or any person or persons claiming or to claim through under or in trust for 
the said Society AND that the said Society and every person claiming through 
under or in trust for them will at all times at the cost of the Secretary of State his 
successors in office or assigns execute and do all such assurances and things for 
further or more effectually assuring the said one equal undivided moiety or half 
part or share of and in the said piece or parcel of land buildings and premises to the 
use of the Secretary of State his successors in office and assigns as shall be 
reasonably required AND the Secretary of State doth hereby for himself and his 
successors in office covenant with the said Society and their assigns that he the 
said Secretary of State and his successors in office will henceforth and for ever pay ° 
to the said Society or their assigns an annuity or yearly sum of Rupees six thousand 
on the first day of April in every year and will make the first of such payments on 
the first day of April one thousand nine hundred and one and will make all the said 
payments without any deduction. 


The schedule above referred to 
All that piece or parcel of land containing an area of | biggah 2 cottahs 
and 2-2/3 chittacks or thereabouts situate and being No. 12 Strand Road in the 
Town of Calcutta and forming a portion of Holding No. 20 Block No. 23. in the 
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South Division of the said Town and on which said piece or parcel of land or on 
some part thereof a building known as the Metcalfe Hall has been erected and 
which said piece or parcel of land and premises are bounded on the North by Hare 
Street on the East by the messuage godowns and premises known as No.2 Church 
Lane belonging to Doorga Churn Law and Chundy Churn Law in the occupation 
of Messrs. Raili Brothers on the South partly by the premises No.11 Strand Road 
occupied by the Government Stationery Office and partly by the premises No. 3,4 
and 5 Church Lane in the occupation of the Government Jail Depot and Stationery 
Office and on the West by the Strand Road. 


In WITNESS whereof the said Society have subscribed their name by 
their President and Secretary and the said persons hereto of the second part have 
hereunto set their hands and seals and the Secretary to the Government of India in 


the Home Department acting for and on behalf of the Secretary of State hath . 


hereunto set his hand and seal the day and year first above written. 
(Here follow signature of parties and witness : Not re-printed.) 


THE SECOND SCHEDULE 


THIS INDENTURE made the twentieth day December one thousand nine 
hundred and one BETWEEN THE CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY a Society 
registered under the provisions of Act 21 of 1860 of the Legislative Council of India 
(hereinafter called the said Society) of the first part, Maharajah Bahadur Sir 
Narendra Krishna K.C.LE of No. 2 Raja Nubokissen Street Calcutta Zemindar the 
Vice President ofthe said Society andas such thecontinuing trustee of the property of 
thesaid Society underthe saidActand the Rules ofthesaid Society of the second part, 
the said Maharajah Bahadur Sir Narendra Krishna K.C.1.E. assuch Vice-President 
as aforesaid Charles Elvin Dissent of 61 Wellesley Street Calcutta Government 
Pensioner Jogen Chunder Dutt of 171 Manicktollah Street Calcutta Attorney-at- 
Law and Kali Churn Palit of No. 2 Jagadish Nath Roy's Lane Calcutta Vakil who 
collectively constitute the present Council of the said Society ofthe third part and the 
Secretary ofState for India in Council(hereinaftercalledthe Secretary of State)ofthe 
fourthpart WHEREAS inthe yearonethousandeighthundredand forty atmeeting of 
aCommittee of subscribers toa fund raised with the object of perpetuating the name 
and administration of Sir Charles Theophilus Metcalfe Baronet (afterwards created 
Baron Metcalfe) Governor General of India to which fund the Calcutta Public 
Library asthenconstituted anda Society knownastheA gricultural and Horticultural 
Society of India were contributors it was resolved toerecta building in Calcutta of 
two storeys which should be devotedas to the lower storey thereof to the purposes of 
the said Agricultural and Horticulture Society of India and as to the upper storey 
thereof to the purposes of the Calcutta Public Library AND WHEREAS 
application having been made by the said Committee of subscribers to the 
Government of India for a suitable site for the building to be erected as aforesaid 
that piece of parcel of land in the second schedule hereto particularly described 
was in the year one thousand eight hundred and forty made over by the 
Government of India to the said Calcutta Public library and the said Agricultural 
and Horticultural Society of India subject only to the conditions following namely 
thatthebuildingtobeormamental and withthe objectandthepurposesaforesaid 
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should be ornamental and substantial and that on failure on the part of the said 
Calcutta Public Library and Agricultural and Horticultural Society of India to 
keep the said building in repair the said piece or parcel of land should revert to the 
Government of India or at least that the said building should not without the 
consent of the Government of India be alienable to other purposes than for the use 
of the said Calcutta Public Library and the said Agricultural and Horticultural 
Society of India AND WHEREAS thereafter by the application of the balance of 
the said fund in the hands of the said Committee of subscribers augmented by 
further substantial contributions by the said Calcutta Public Library and the said 
Agricultural and Horticultural Society of India an ornamental and substantial 
building suitable for the purposes of the said Calcutta Public Library and the said 
Agricultural and Horticultural Society of India was erected on the said piece or 
parcel of land which building on the completion thereof was called and has ever 
since been known as “The Metcalfe Hall” AND WHEREAS so far as is known 
no conveyance or other assurance of the said piece or parcel of land was at any 
time executed to or in favour of the said Calcutta Public Library and the said 
Agricultura] and Horticultural Society of India AND WHEREAS on the twenty- 
third day of August one thousand eight hundred and seventy-one the said Calcutta 
Public Library was registered under the provisions of Act 21 of 1860 of the 
Governor Genera! in Council AND WHEREAS the said Secretary of State 
recently purchased from the Agricultural and Horticultural Society of India the 
interest of that Society in the said piece or parccl of land and the aforesaid building 
known as the Metcalfe Hall AND WHEREAS the said Society party hereto and 
the said Agricultural and Horticultural Society of India until the said purchase by 
the Secretary of State were possessed of and entitled in perpetuity to the said piece 
or parcel of Jand and the aforesaid building known as the Metcalfe Hall and other 
the out-buildings erected and being thereon as tenants in common in equa! shares 
AND WHEREAS by the Rules of the said Society party hereto it was in effect 
provide that any person who at the date of the making of the said Rules should be 
possessed of one or more Original shares in the Society (shares which came into 
existence prior to the end of the year one thousand eight hundred and forty- 
nine)or who at the date of making the said Rules might have become or should 
thereafter become possessed of any share or shares in the said Society should be 
deemed a proprietor of the said Society AND WHEREAS the several persons 
named and described in the first schedule to these presents are the present 
proprietors of the said Society AND WHEREAS by the said Rules it was also 
provided that the property of the said Society should be vested in trustees for the 
benefit of the proprietors and the rate-payers of Calcutta represented by the 
Corporation of Calcutta as subscribers to the said Society and that the President 
and Vice-President for the time being should be such Trustees AND WHERSAS in 
accordance with the Rules of the said Society and until such time as the said 
Corporation of Calcutta withdrew their subscription to the said Society (as 
sometime since happened) the President of the said Society was nominated by the 
said Corporation and the Vice-President of the said Society was from time to time 
nominated by the said proprietors and on such nomination the said Officers were 
elected by the Council of the said Society in annual general meeting AND 
WHEREAS since the withdrawal by the said Corporation of Calcutta of their 
subscription to the said Society there has been no nomination and election of 
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President of the said Society and the office of President has been and is now still 
vacant and the present Vice-President of the said Society party hereto of the 
second part is now the sole continuing trustee of the property of the said Society 
AND WHEREAS it was by the said Rules further provided that the management 
of the said Society should be entrusted to a Council consisting of twelve members 
of whom six should be elected by the said Corporation of Calcutta and the 
remaining six should be elected from amongst the said proprietors and the 
subscribers to the said Society any three of such members of Council to form a 
quorum AND WHEREAS since the withdrawal of the said Corporation of 
Calcutta of their subscription to the said Society as aforesaid the full number of 
members of the Council of the said Society has not been maintained and the 
persons parties hereto of the third part are the present members of the said Council 
AND WHEREAS the Government of India being desirous of forming an Imperial 
Library and for the purposes thereof of acquiring the said undivided moiety or half 
part or share of the said Society in the said Metcalfe Hall and land and buildings 
and also the books and library shelves belonging to the said Society in the said 
Metcalfe Hall the Government of Bengal on behalf of the Government of India a 
short time since accepted an offer made by the said parties hereto of the third part 
on behalf of the said Society for the sale and transfer to the Secretary of State of the 
said immovable and movable property of the said Society in consideration of the 
payment by the Government of India to the parties hereto of the third part of the 
sum of Rupees twenty-eight thousand and five hundred (being at the rate of 
Rupees five hundred for each of the fifty-seven proprietors shares in the said 
Society) for distribution amongst the several persons proprietors of the said 
Society named and described in the First Schedule to these presents or the heirs 
executors administrators or assigns of such of the said persons as are named and 
described in the first and second parts of the said schedule in the proportions in the 
said schedule mentioned. 


NOW THIS INDENTURE WITNESSETH that in consideration of the 
sum of the Rupees twenty eight thousand and five hundred on or before the 
execution of these presents paid by the Government of India to the said persons 
parties hereto of the third part the payment and receipt whereof in manner 
aforesaid the said parties do hereby respectively acknowledge and therefrom do 
hereby respectively release the Secretary of State his successors in office and 
assigns the said Society and the said parties hereto of the second and third parts do 
hereby grant and transfer unto the Secretary of State his successors in office and 
assigns ALL that the one equal undivided moiety or half part or share of the said 
Society of and in all that piece or parcel of land more particularly described in the 
second schedule hereunder written and the building standing and being thereon or 
on some part thereof and known as the Metcalfe Hall and all other the out- 
buildings erected and being thereon AND also of and in all ways paths passages 
drains rights privileges easements and appurtenances whatsoever to the said piece 
or parcel of land and buildings or any of them or any part thereof belonging or with 
the same now or heretofore held and enjoyed or reputed or known to be part or 
parcel thereof or appurtenant thereto AND all the estate right title interest claim 
and demand of the said Society and the said parties hereto of the second and third 
parts into or upon the said premises or any part thereof TO HAVEAND TO HOLD 
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IMPERIAL LIBRARY (INDENTURES VALIDATION) ACT 1902 
The Second Schedule (Contd.) 


the said one equal undivided moiety or half part or share and all other the estate 
right title and interest of the said Society of and in the said piece or parcel of land 
and buildings and all other the premises hereinbefore expressed to be hereby 
granted and transferred unto and to the use of Secretary of State his successors in 
office and assigns for ever AND THIS INDENTURE FURTHER WITNESSETH 
that for the consideration aforesaid the said Society and the said parties hereto of 
the second and third parts do hereby assign and transfer unto the Secretary of State 
his successors in office and assigns ALL and singular the books and library 
shelves belonging to the said Society in and upon the premises hereinbefore 
expressed to be granted and transferred AND all the right title and interest of the 
said Society to and in the same TO HAVE HOLD receive and take the said 
premises hereby assigned and transferred or expressed so to be unto the Secretary 
of State his successors in office and assigns absolutely AND the said Society and 
the said parties hereto of the second and third parts for and on behalf of the said 
Society (but not so as to bind themselves personally) do hereby respectively 
convenant with the Secretary of State his successors in office and assigns that 
notwithstanding anything by the said Society at any time done or knowingly 
suffered the said Society now have full power in manner aforesaid to grant and 
transfer the said one equal undivided moiety or half part or share of and in the said 
piece or parcel of land hereditaments and premises hereinbefore expressed to be 
hereby granted and transferred unto and to the use of the Secretary of State his 
successors in office and assign and to assigns and transfer the said books and 
premises hereinbefore expressed to be hereby assigned and transferred unto the 
Secretary of State his successors in office and assigns AND that the Secretary of 
State his successors in office and assigns shall and may at all times hereafter 
peacebly and quietly possess and enjoy the said equal undivided moiety or half 
part or share of and in the said piece or parcel of land hereditaments and premises 
and every part thereof and the said books shelves and premises and receive the 
rents issues and profits thereof respectively without any lawfully eviction 
interruption claim or demand whatsoever from or by the said Society or any 
person or persons lawfully or equitably claiming under or in trust for them AND 
that discharged from or otherwise by the said Society sufficiently indemnified 
against all incumbrances claims and demands created by the said Society or any 
person or persons lawfully or equitably claiming as aforesaid AND that the said 
Society and every person claiming through under or in trust for them will at all 
times at the cost of the Secretary of State his successors in office or assigns execute 
and do all such assurances and things for further or more effectually assuring the 
said one equal undivided moiety or half part or share of and in the said piece or 
parcel of land hereditaments and premises and the said books and premises unto 
and to the use of the Secretary of State his successors in office and assigns 
respectively in manner aforesaid as shall be responsibly required AND THIS 
INDENTURE FURTHER WITNESSETH that for the consideration aforesaid it 
is hereby agreed by and between the said Society and the said parties hereto of the 
second and third parts for and on behalf of the several persons named and 
described in the said first schedule to these presents and the Secretary of State for 
himself and his successors in office and assigns as follows :- 


TRANSFER TO GOVERNMENT 


IMPERIAL LIBRARY (INDENTURES VALIDATION) ACT 1902 
The Second Schedule (Contd.) 


1. From and after the formation of the said Imperial Library each of the said 
several persons proprietors of the said Society named and described in the said 
first schedule of these presents shall during his life time and while he shall be in 
Calcutta have the privilege of taking out of said Imperial Library for perusal at his 
place of residence such of the books herein before expressed to be hereby assigned 
and transferred as he may from time to time require provided always that the books 
So taken at any one time shall not exceed six books or twelve volumes in number 
that all books so taken out shall be returned to the said Imperial Library within one 
calendar month and that the person or persons taking out any book or books in 
exercise of the aforesaid privilege shall be responsible for and shall make good to 
the Secretary of State all loss that thay be sustained by reason of the non - retum of 
any book or books or the return of any book or books in a damaged condition. 


2. If after the formation of the said Imperial Library any of the books 
hereinbefore expressed to be hereby assigned and transferred shall not be required 
by or for the purposes of the said Imperial Library notice thereof together with a 
list of such books as shall not be required shall be given or sent to the parties hereto 
of the third part and if within such time as the Government of India shall deem 
reasonable a majority of the persons named and described in the said first schedule 
to these presents shall create and open a Library in Calcutta for the reception there 
of the books mentioned in the said list together with the shelves containing the 
same shall be made over and delivered by the Government of India free of cost toa 
Committee of the said persons appointed to receive the same for the purposes of 
the said Library subject to the express condition that the said books shall not be 
sold given away parted with or used for any purpose other than those of the said 
Library. 


3. Should no library such as is referred to in the last preceding clause hereof 
be opened by the persons and within the time aforesaid or should such a library be 
opened and thereafter be disused or closed the books included in the list 
hereinbefore referred to but not the shelves containing the same may be 
distributed amongst or made over to such libraries or library in Calcutta as either 
upon the recommendation of the majority of the persons named and described in 
the said first schedule to these presents or in their own discretion the Government 
of India may select and as may be willing to receive the same. 


The First Schedule referred to in the foregoing Indenture. 
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_ 


PPO 


31. 
32.& 33 


34. 
35. 
36. 
37. 


38. 
39. 
40. 
41. 


42. 


List of Proprietors holding transferable shares. 


Apcar, J. G., Esq. 


Biswas, Kaliprasana, Babu 
Chatterjee, Amarendra Nath, Babu 
Deb, Satya Priya, Babu 
Depenning, G. A., Esq. 

Dey, Nilmoney, Babu 


Clerk of the Crown, High Court, 
Calcutta 

Banian, Calcutta. 

Vakil, High Court, Calcutta. 

Asst., Board of Revenue, Calcutta. 
Gentleman, Calcutta 

Gentleman, Cossipore. 


IMPERIAL LIBRARY (INDENTURES VALIDATION) ACT, 1902 
The Second Schedule (Contd.) 


Dhur, Ashutosh, Babu 

Dutt, J.C., Esq.,M.A.,B.L . 
Dutt, Jogesh Chandra, Babu 
Dutt, Kader Nath, Babu 
Dutt, Khetra Mohan, Babu 


Dutt, Mano Mohan, Babu, M.A., B.L. 


B.L. Satis Chandra, Babu 

Ghosh, Jogendra Chandra, Babu 
Ghosh, Munindra Chandra, Babu 
Ghosh, Nabu Krishna, Babu 


Ghosha, Pratapa Chandra, Babu, B.A. 


Howe, Rivers T.L., Esq. 


Law, Jaygobind, Babu, C.1.E. 
Martin, John, Esq. 


Mitra, Prakas Chunder, Babu, L.M.S. 

Mullick, Binod Behari, Babu 

Narendra Krishna, Maharajah 
Bahadur, Sir, K.C.LE. 

Palit, Kali Churn, Babu, B.L. 

Pandit, Ram Chundra, Babu 

Ray, Ananda Mohan, Babu 

Ray Gobinlal, Babu 

Rowland, Mrs. Geo. Henry 

Sen, Narayan Kissen, Babu 

Set, Balailal, Babu 

Set, Giris Chandra, Babu, M.A. B.L. 

Sircar, Mohendrolal, Dr. 

M.D., D.L., C.LE., (holds 2 shares) 

Sturmer, Miss Anne 

Tagore, Debendra Nath, Babu 

Tagore, Jagadindra Nath, Babu 

Tagore, Jotendra Mohun. Maharajah 
Bahadoor, Sir, K.C.S.1. 

Thomson, Walter Alex. John, Esq. 


Woodburm, Hon'ble Sir John, K.C.S.1. 


Robinson, C. C. Esq. 
Stuart, J.N., Esq 


Westland, Sir James, K.C.S.I 


Attormey-at-Law, Calcutta 


do. do. 
Gentleman, Calcutta. 
do. do. 


Banian, Calcutta 

Vakil, High Court, Calcutta 
Gentleman, Calcutta 

Zemindar, Garden Reach 
Gentleman, Calcutta 

Gentleman, Salkia, Howrah 
Gentleman, Calcutta 

Asst. Controller Genl. In charge of 
Paper Currency Dept., Calcutta 
Zemindar, Calcutta 

Of the firm of Messrs. John Davies 
& Co., Calcutta 

Medical Profession, Calcutta 
Zemindar, Calcutta 

Zemindar, Calcutta 


Pleader, Police Court, Calcutta 
Gentleman, Bhowanipore 


Zemindar. Do 
Gentleman, Calcutta 
Calcutta 


Store-Keeper, Stamp Office, Calcutta 
Gentleman, Calcutta 
Attorney-at-Law, Calcutta 

Medical Profession, Calcutta 


Zemindar, Calcutta 


do do 
Do do 
do do 


Chandmari Tea Estate, Nagra Kata 
P.O., via Jalpaiguri, West Dooars. 
Lieutenant Governor of Bengal. 
Barrister-at-Law, Calcutta 

Of the firm of Messrs Balmer 
Lawrie &Co., Calcutta 

Late Finance Minister, India. 


43. 


45. 
46. 


47 


48. 


49. 


50. 
5}. 
52. 


53. 
54. 
55. 
56. 
57. 


TRANSFER TO GOVERNMENT 


PART II 
Transferable shares in abeyance 
Basu, Dwarkanath, Babu as Gentleman, Calcutta, died in 1898. 
Hollingberry, Robert Heatly, Esq. a do. do. died in 1896. 
Mitra, Gopi Kissen, Babu os do. do. died in 1896. 
Mitra Romes Chundra, Sir, Kt Re do. do. died in 1896. 
Sen, Beni Madhab, Babu st do. do. died in 1899. 
Mitra, Jagannath, Babu we Assiatant, Appellate Side, High 


Court, Calcutta, died in 1901. 


IMPERIAL LIBRARY (INDENTURES VALIDATION) ACT, 1902 
Second Schedule (Contd ) 


List of proprietors holding non-transferable shares 


PART III 
Baker, J. W. Esq. sah Ofthe firm of Messrs. Barry & Cc. 
Calcutta 
Bonnaud, A., Esq. ef Merchant, Calcutta 
Dissent, C. E., Esq. se Gentleman, Calcutta 
Duncan, W.N., Esq. me Ofthe firm of Messrs. Stewart 
Mackenzie & Co., Calcutta 
Ghosh, Kal: Krishna, Babu Gentleman, Bankipore, Patna 
Manuk, Mrs. M. x: Calcutta 
Robertson, J.A., Esq. is Gentleman, Chandernagore 
Tagore, Kali Kissen, Babu ee Zemindar, Calcutta 
Mitter, Jotendranath, Babu oe Gentleman, Calcutta 


The Second Schedule referred to in the foregoing Indenture 


ALL that piece or parcel of land situate and being No. 12 Strand Road in 
the Town of Calcutta and a portion of Holding No. 20 Block No. 23 in the 
Southern Division containing an area of I bigha 2 cottahs and 2 2/3 chittacks or 
thereabouts whereon of on some part whereof has been erected a building known 
as the Metcalfe Hall and which said piece or parcel of land and premises are 
bounded on the North by Hare Street on the East by the messuage and godowns 
belonging to Doorga Chum Law and Chundy Churn Law in the occupation of 
Messrs. Ralli Brothers on the South by the premises occupied by the Government 
Stationery Office and on the West by Strand Road. 


IN WITNESS whereof the said Society have subscribed their name by their Vice- 
President and Secretary and the said persons hereto of the second and third parts 
have hereunto set their hands and seals and the Secretary to the Government of 
India in the Home Department acting for and on behalf of the Secretary of State 
has hereunto set his hand and seal the day and year first above written. 


(Here follow signatures of parties and witness : Not re-printed) 
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APPENDIX - VI 
PEARY CHAND MITTRA* 


[1] We propose writing the life of Babu Peary Chand Mittra, in the hope that a short biographical ketch, 
however briefly and imperfectly written, will not prove uninteresting to our readers, as his long and valuable labours 
in the cause of his country have made his name familiar as a household word in Bengal and spread his fame to the 
furthest civilized lands of the Western World. Besides his extensive and varied learning, unblemished purity of his 
character in every relation of life, his thorough independence of spirit, his strong common sense, — the two qualities 
which markedly distinguished him, and made a pattern to his countrymen were the firm self-reliance, and the 
indomitable energy, which never, under any circumstances, deserted him in life. Such a character appears to us well 
worthy of study. It cannot fail to afford instruction to those who would be great by their own self-reliance and self- 
dependence. We only hope that the lesson of his useful, exemplary and instructive life which we shall sketch, will not 
wholly be lost among us, and that they will bear rich fruit among the present and future generations, which enjoy 
facilities for intellectual culture, such as were never within the reach of Peary Chand Mittra and the men of his time. 


Peary Chand Mittra, the fourth son of the late Babu Ram Narain Mittra’, was born on 22 July 1814, 
corresponding with 8 Sravan 1221 B.S. In his childhood he was of such a weakly constitution that no sanguine 
expectations were entertained of the eminence to which he attained in his after life. According to the prevailing custom 
of the time, when the opportunities for acquiring an English education were rare and limited, he was placed at home, 
first under the instruction of a Gurumohasaya who taught him the elements of the Bengali language and then under a 
moonshee, for the purpose of learning Persian, which was then the Court language of India. When about 13 years of 
age, he was admitted into the Hindoo College on the 7 July 1827, in the 11" class. At first his awkwardness and his bad 
pronunciation’ made him a laughing [2] stock of his fellow-students, but by application and industry, he corrected all 
his defects, and made himself very prominent boy of his class and this position he maintained throughout his college 
career. His merit as a scholar was signally testified to by Sir John Peter Grant’, subsequently a Judge of the Supreme 
Court, who awarded his own prize to Peary Chand for an essay he had set — his competitors comprising the late Raja 
Degumber Mitra’, C.S.1, and other students of his year. 


He had no taste for mathematics, but he was very contemplative, and was often called “the Philosopher” by 
Dr. Tytler’ his mathematical professor, so much so, that on one occasion when Sir John Peter Grant enquired whether 
any student knew moral philosophy in his class, Dr. Tytler jocosely named Peary Chand as the “Philosopher”. At 
every annual examination he invariably distinguished himself by his shrewd replies to questions, however puzzling, 
and by his general intelligence while in the first class of the college, he received, besides the annual prize books, a 
scholarship of Rs.10 per mensem, which in those days was considered the summum bonum of scholastic distinction. 
The brilliancy of his scholastic career must be chiefly imputed to his yearning after knowledge which bore down ail 
petty obstacles in the way of the vigorous prosecution of his studies. His merits were unobstrusive and therefore 
required observation, in order to be appreciated. It is owing to his speculative cast of mind that English education did 
not make him a mad enthusiast as it had made many at that time, but left him a quiet reformer as may be seen a little 
later on. Imbued with a desire to become a public speaker, he joined at this time a debating club, called the “Academic 
Association ”, established under the auspices and Presidentship of the late Father of Native Education—David Hare. 
As an active member of the Association, he threw into the shade most of his seniors by his clever way of handling the 
subjects under discussion, and by always speaking to the point. This Association was dissolved in 1839. At this time he 
also kept a charitable school, called the Benevolent Institution, at his family residence, where boys from the 
neighbourhood would assemble to receive instruction. Messrs Hare and Derozio were honorary visitorsand Babus 
Russick Krishna Mullick’, [3] Radha Nath Sikdar’ and Shib Chander Deb’ were honorary teachers, and the well- 
known Babu Kissory Chand Mittra’, Gopee Kissen Mittra", Gobind Chunder Dey and others received elementary 


education there . 


ittra’ icle i i : .237-260. There is a reprint of this article in the National 
*From Sukhendra Lal Mittra's article in the Calcutta Review (vol. 120,No 240,1905, pp. 1-260 
Library and we have copied here that tract with its pagination. This tract, as the original article in the Calcutta Review, has only 24 pages). The 
author, “S.M"(Calcutta Review vol 120—1905—p.260) stood for Sukhendra Lal Mitra and he was the grandson of Peary Chand Mittra, 
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Peary Chand soon attracted the attention of Sir Edward Ryan'' and Mr. Cameron”, who both pressed him to 
enter Government service. But he was not ambitious of such preferment, and so did not follow this advice. Shortly 
after quitting the college, however, he was appointed Deputy Librarian of the Calcutta Public Library®. In fact, he 
deserves the chief credit for organising that Institution, which in the days of its small beginnings, was located in the 
lower rooms of Dr. Strong's” house in Esplanade Row. Sir Charles Metcalfe having retired at this time from the 
officiating post of Governor-General of India, a public testimonial which had been voted to him for his inestimable 
services in giving freedom to the Indian Press, took the form of a building to be erected from public subscriptions, to 
be called after his name, and to be appropriated to the accommodation of the then existing two most useful institutions, 
viz. the Calcutta Public Library and the Agri-Horticultura!l Society of India, which had no local habitations of their 
own. Peary Chand toiled from morning to night with laudable zeal and energy in getting subscriptions for the building 
which has now, through his exertions, proved an ornament to the city. Beginning as Deputy Librarian, he became 
Librarian and Secretary when Mr. Stacey” retired, and afterwards honorary Curator of that institution , where he had 
ample opportunity for study. The small pittance which the Library was able to afford him was of little consideration as 
compared to the facilities for mental culture, which were secured by his position. Under him the Library became a 
public resort of the members of the Supreme Council, Judges and Barristers of the Supreme Court, and the highest civil 
servants, merchants, and brokers in Calcutta. He resigned [4] the post in 1867, leaving the Library in a most flourishing 
condition with a reserve fund of Rs. 18,000 invested in Government securities, and the Curators bearing high 
testimony to his past services. 


As we have already observed, he declined office in the Public Service, but devoted his time and attention to 
commercial pursuits founding the firm of Peary Chand Mittra and Sons”. 


There occurred an event at this period which is worth mentioning. During the administration of Lord 
Dalhousie the corruptions of the Police had become notorious, the columns of newspapers were daily filled with fresh 
instances of the systematic way in which bribery and unlawful oppression were carried on with impunity. The “Ghost 
ofa Goenda”, was unremitting in his exertion to bring the matter to the notice of Government. At length a Commission 
was appointed to investigate the real state of things. Messrs. Colvin’ and Dampier” were the Commissioners. 
European and native gentlemen were called upon to give evidence upon the matter. Peary Chand was one of them. He 
gave his evidence fearlessly, exposing the corruption of the Police. The investigation resulted in the removal of some 
and dismissal of the more guilty officers. 


His literary labours knew no pause. He continued to prosecute his studies even when he had entered into 
commerce. We have already alluded to the Academic Association. This Association was formed in 1828 or 1829 at the 
house lately occupied by the Wards Institution under the presidency of H.L.V. Derozio. Subsequently it was removed 
to Hare's School and David Hare was elected president. The meetings were held once a week and lasted for several 
hours. 


On the 12 March 1838 a meeting of Hindu gentlemen was held at the Sanskrit College and the Society for the 
Acquisition of General Knowledge” was established with the object of promoting mutual improvement. Peary Chand 
was its honorary secretary. Among the published discourses read at the Society will be found many a well-written 
essay from his pen. Of these “State of Hindustan under the Hindus” and “Native Female Education” are worth 
mentioning. His [5] writings always consisted of facts and aimed at no excellence of form or manner. They are 
generally the result of long and close study and deep thought. Verbosity and diffuseness of style are not to be met in his 
writings. 


*At the instance of Mr. Joachim Hayward Stocqueler, the energetic Editor and Proprietor of the Englishman a meeting in the Town Hall was held on 
31" August 1835 (the same year The Englishman newspaper was established) with Sir John Peter Grant as Chairman, for the purpose of establishing 
a Library for public reference and circulation. The library was formally opened on 21" March 1836. From July 1841 to June 1844 it was located in 
the College of Fort William and from thence removed to the Metcalfe Hail. (Noteon p.3) 


PEARY CHAND MITTRA 


Peary Chand was connected with the press from his early youth. He founded a diglot paper, called 
Jnananweshan”, in conjunction with the late Raya Dakhina Ranjan Mukherjee”, and Bengal Spectator” with the late 
Babus cam Gopal Ghose and Russick Krishna Mullick. He also started the first Bengali magazine, called the Masik 
Patrika , @ journal bristling with useful instruction in homely language. To the Indian Field, edited by his brother 
Kissory Chand, he used regularly to contribute. Besides these, he also wrote in the Hindu Partiot, Bengal Harkara, 
and the Englishman very often. His contributions to the Calcutta Review would constitute a bulky volume of useful 
essays on various subjects of local interest, consisting of the following : 


(i) Zemindar and Ryot. 

(2) Marriage of Hindu Widows. 
(3) Agricultural Society of India. 
(4) Court Amlahs in Bengal 


(5) Department of Revenue, Agriculture, and Commerce. 
(6) Development of the Female Mind in India. 
(7) Commerce in ancient India. 


(8) Social Life of the Aryans. 

(9) Indian Wheat. 

(10) Hindu Bengal. 

(11) Notes on the early Commerce in Bengal. 
(12) — Culture of Hindu Females. ° 


The first article, entitled the Zemindar and Ryot, attracted the attention of Lord Albemarle and was brought to 
the notice of the House of Lords (vide London Times, 5" July 1853) 


The Calcutta Mechanics Institute” (Calcutta Lyceum) was established on 26 February 1839 with Sir John 
Peter Grant as president. The object of the Institute was the instruction in the principles of the arts and the various 
branches of useful knowledge. Peary Chand was a member of this Institute. [6] This was a society of which the 
members were chiefly European, the only native members being Babus (afterwards Maharaja) Romanath Tagore”, 
Hari Mohan Sen and Peary Chand Mittra. 


On 1 June, 1842, David Hare, the Father of Native Education, died deeply regretted by every educated Indian. 
A Memorial Meeting was held on 17 June 1842. Peary Chand was a member of the Committee to further its objects. 
The Committee erected a statue which is now to be seen in the open ground between the Presidency College and Hare 
School. He was also one of the promoters of the Hare Anniversary Meetings. When Kissory Chand Mittra resigned the 
post of Honorary Secretary to that body in 1846, Peary Chand was elected in his place. Peary Chand was also Secretary 
to the Hare Prize Fund Committee, and through his exertions many valuable tracts, chiefly for the instruction of Hindu 
females, were issued at the expense of this fund. In 1877 Peary Chand wrote a biographical sketch of that “Apostle of 
Native Progress,” which also gives a bnef account of the early history of English Education in Bengal, full of valuable 
information, and which, we may observe, is a model in its way. Even at the present time the book is read with keen 
interest. 


Peary Chand joined the Agri-Horticultural Society of India” in 1847. His pen was not idle here. In the learned 
journal of the Society he contributed the following articles : 


1) Bengal Rice 5) Sugarcane 

2) Indian Wheat 6) Cultivation of flax 

3) Agriculture in Bengal 7) Silk and paper from the Mulberry Bark 
4) Department of Agriculture 8) Madder Plant 


His Krishipath, written in Bengali in simple style, was intended chiefly for cultivators and farmers. He was for 
many years Vice-President of the Society. the Council of the Society also elected him an honorary inember (in 1871) 
for the valuable services rendered. He was appointed one of the judges of the Agricultural Exhibition of Bengal, held 
at Belvedere, under [7] the presidency of Sir Cecil Beadon, the then Lieutenant Governor of Bengal, in 1864. 


Peary Chand was also the oldest member of the Schoo! Book Society” and the Vernacular Literature Society, 
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and took an active part in the management of its affairs. He used to sign all cheques of the Society and look into its 
accounts. 


In conjunction with George Thompson, the eminent orator, Peary Chand organised, as early as 1843, the 
Bengal British India Society”, with the object of “collection and dissemination of Information, relating to the actual 
condition of the people of British India, and the laws, institutions and resources of the country; and to employ such 
other means of a peaceable and lawful character, as may appear calculated to secure the welfare, extend the just rights, 
and advance the interests of all classes of fellow-subjects”. Mr. Thompson was the Chairman, Babus Tarachand 
Chuckerbutty and Ram Gopal Ghose were Vice Chairmen, and Peary Chand the Secretary. This Society did some 
good in collecting information relative to the condition of the rural community of Bengal. It was in fact the nursery of a 
young band of politicians (foremost of whom were Ram Gopal Ghose, Dakhina Ranjan Mookerjee, Tarachand 
Chuckerbutty, and Peary Chand Mittra) who painfully alive to the wretched distinctions then in force between the 
governing and the governed classes, and to the oppressions of Anglo-Saxons towards their native fellow subjects, gave 
vent to their thoughts and feelings with a freedom of speech which shook even the nerves of the most impassionate 
Englishman in India. Week after week there was rush to that political arena where the president, George Thompson, 
and members delighted their audience with the most pleasing visions about the future of India. The European officials 
used to laugh at this Society and used to nickname it “Chuckerbutty faction”. But the seed which had been sown by this 
youthful band had germinated and developed into a stately tree. Dwarka Nath Tagore's Zemindars’ Association 
(founded in April 1838) was amalgamated with this Society and was named the British Indian Association (31" 
October 1851) of which Peary Chand was a foundation member. Under the auspices of this Society Peary Chand wrote 
“Notes on Indian Affairs” in 1853. His [8] public utterances there proved that even politics were not excluded from the 
wide range of his studies. Often when he was called upon to propose or second a resolution, he cheerfully undertook 
the task and ably executed it. His speeches against the imposition of the odious tax—the Income Tax and the Black Act 
are well known to require any mention here. In the British Indian Association, he also used to take an active part in the 
management of its affairs as the printed records of the Association will show. In recognizing his services the 
Association afterwards elected him one of its honorary members. 


Peary Chand was much esteemed by the European mercantile community, who elected him Director of many 
limited companies”, foremost of which were the Great Eastern Hotel Company, Port Canning Land Investment 
Company, Howrah Docking Company, and South Salt Company. He was an expert in tea business, and was Director of 
the Bengal Tea Company, Durrung Tea Company, and the East India Tea Company. 


On the 3 June 1853, Sir Charles Wood, as President of the Board of Control, introduced in the House of 
Commons the Ministerial scheme for the Government of India. This scheme, however unexceptionable in some 
respects, did not satisfy the just and reasonable expectations of the native community. They were deeply disappointed 
at the omission of several important, and, in their estimation, essential questions, such as the admission of natives in 
the Legislative Council of India and the Civil Service, provisions for increasing the emoluments of native judicial 
officers, and the extension of reproductive public works. Peary Chand and a few other “Hindu Collegians” being 
deeply impressed with the necessity and importance of agitating these questions, moved the leading members of the 
native community to convene a public meeting for the purpose. Accordingly a public meeting was held on the 29° July 
1853. It was the most crowded meeting that had ever been witnessed in Calcutta. Hundreds upon hundreds were 
obliged to return without getting, beyond the steps of the Town Hall. Almost every native gentleman of distinction 
resident in or near Calcutta appears to have been present and every section of the native community was fairly 


represented. [9] Peary Chand made a most telling speech on this occasion. We cannot help reproducing the conclusion 
of it :--- 


“The policy of the British Government with respect to the natives of India ought to be the policy of reason and 
justice as had been over and over declared. The continuance of the Haileybury College would virtually exclude natives 
from admission into the Civil Service. Justice and interests of this country were on the point of bidding adieu. Welfare 
of the poor natives had gone not to come back. The healthy suggestion which he could make was that if his country 
should be placed under the practical administration of his countrymen, true and steady advancement would not be a 
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distant. Sir Thomas Monroe had enunciated an important truth. The more the human mind was fettered, the more it was 
hampered, the more ignoble and degraded it became. Give it full scope, and it would be more and more expanded. Was 
it not the relaxation of the restrictive policy that had brought about the present improvement in the administration of 
this country and was it now to be said that the total annihilation of the protective system would be productive of evil ? 
Impossible! And yet the British Government appeared to be lukewarm in the appreciation of this striking truth”. 


On 26 November 1872 there was a public meeting to present an address to Mr. Fawcett, M.P,, and to convey 


thanks to the electors of Brighton. The Maharajah Romanath Tagore was in the chair. Peary Chand addressed this 
meeting with his usual eloquence. 


A public meeting was held under the auspices of the British Indian Association on the 30 September 1874, with 
Raja Degumber Mitra in the chair, to move against the Civil Appeals Bills, to be amended in the Governor-General's 
Council. The Bill, if passed into law, would “by withdrawing the right of special appeal to the High Court, diminish the 
security to an efficient administration of Justice by the Mofussil Courts, and thus prove a fruitful source of 
dissatisfaction”. Peary Chand took an active part in this meeting and moved a resolution. 


It is difficult, nay impossible, to refer in this short space to all his speeches in these public meetings, but we 
cannot help alluding to one that happened in the year 1843, and is now almost forgotten. On the 18 April of that year, a 
public meeting was held in the Town Hall to present an address to James Sullivan, late of the Madras Civil Service, 
expressive of the gratitude of the natives for his advocating, in the Court [10] of Proprietors of India Stock, the 
substitution of native for European agency in the civil administration of the country, in conformity with the 87" section 
of the Charter Act of 1843. Mr. Adam Frere Smith, the Sheriff, occupied the chair. Peary Chand attended the meeting, 
and moved a resolution which was seconded by Ram Gopal Ghose. 


Peary Chand was connected with the District Charitable Society” for a long time. In those days Indians 
(excepting a limited few) did not care to take active interest in the Society. In 1848 the attention of the Central 
Committee having been drawn to the inefficient state of the Native Committee, which had not “held any meetings for 
several years” a Sub-Committee of European and native members was formed for maturing a plan for regulating the 
relief of the native poor. The native members of this Sub-Committee were Ram Gopal Ghose and Peary Chand Mittra. 
His long connection with this Society both as member of the Central ‘and Native Committees, enabled him to relieve 
the distress of many a worthy object of charity. In season and out of season he toiled hard in order to institute a most 
searching enquiry into the circumstances of every case in which relief was sought; so apprehensive was he that the 
really deserving might not go away unaided. He used invanably to attend the Committee meetings at the sacrifice of 
his own work. 


Asan old Justice of the Peace and Honorary Magistrate” of Calcutta, Peary Chand rendered valuable services 
to the State. Though nota trained lawyer, his decisions were characterised by sound sense. 


Peary Chand was well read in ancient Hindu lore, and through the medium of the Sansknit language, mastered 
the Vedas, the Upanishads, and the Hindu Yoga philosophy which is a wonder to the world. He is the ideal of what the 
Bengali might become through true education, and discipline. Peary Chand was educated in the modern sense without 
any violent breach with the traditions of his forefathers, a Christian ip.kindliness, forbearance, and the practice of 
every practical good work; a Hindu in honouring the Vedas and the Hindu Philosophy. He was also well versed in 
Hindu music, and always delighted in cultivating it with expert musicians. The famous (11] musician Babu Ramapati 
Banerjee used to live in his house and to enliven him with music. Even when confined to his bed, Peary Chand would 
try the various ragas and raginis. He also published a book Gitankoor or gems of hymns. 


His labours in Bengali literature were equally ceaseless. It was he who first introduced into Bengal a species of 
light literature in the shape of novels. Under the nom de plume of Tek Chand Thakur, he wrote the first Bengali novel, 
entitled Alaler Ghorer Dual, or the Spoilt Child of the house of Alal. The book was first published serially in the Masik 
Patrika (from 1854) and it chiefly treats of the pernicious effects of allowing children to be improperly brought up, 
with remarks on the then existing system of education and is illustrative of the condition of Hindu society, manners, 
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customs, etc. and partly of the state of things in the mofussil. Nearly all the burning questions of the day are boldly 
attacked or incidentally touched upon—child marriage, the position of women, education problems, caste 
exclusiveness, malpractices in the law courts, and the indigo question. It marks an epoch in Bengali literature, being a 
departure from the beaten track of writing Bengali chiefly with Sanskrit derivations, the parent of an indigenous 
literature, distinct from the Sanskritised Bengali in vogue before. Tek Chand was the first boldly to head a new path, 
and the subsequent expansion of an original Bengali literature in this country must be regarded as the result of his 
efforts. Even if he had done nothing else he would have been reverently remembered in this country as long as its 
literature would last, as having been the first in the field to give it a strictly national turn. Peary Chand had a happy 
knack of giving life and vividness to the various actors of his domestic novel —and possessed a real gift of quiet 
humour, Though the action moves in the comparatively peaceful channels of every day life, the story is not wanting in 
variety and incidents: there is abundance of characteristic detail and local colouring. In noticing the book, the Calcutta 
Review justly observed : “Tek Chand Thakur has written a tale, the like of which is not to be found within the entire 
range of Bengali literature. In matter [12] he scattered to the winds the time- honoured common places, and drew upon 
nature and life for his materials”. 


He was also the first Bengali satirist. It was he who first drew the attention of his countrymen to the evils of 
intemperance by writing a work, called “Mad Khaya bara daya, jat thakar Ki Upaya”, of which the Calcutta Review 
says : “Tek Chand Thakur’s satirical powers are of no mean order. What the poet says of Chesterfield is true of our 
Thakur. 'His well-tempered satire, smoothly keen, steals through the soul, and without pain corrects”. The veteran 
Missionary the Rev. J. Long, in reviewing it, makes the following observations : - “A native under the sobriquet of Tek 
Chand with the wit of a Dickens or a Moliers has exposed the evils of spirit drinking, female ignorance, and young 
Bengalism among his countrymen, and his works have met with a large circulation”. 


Being himself a warm advocate of female education, Peary Chand's next work was Ramaranjika, a treatise 
chiefly adapted to the study of ladies. The Rev. Dr. K. M. Banerjee says: “It is the very sort of thing to put into the hands 
of female pupils, the language having the rare excellence of being free from bombastic on the one hand, and vulgarity 
on the other; and the subjects being calculated to furnish the minds with useful information and to impart a healthy tone 
to the thinking powers”. Next comes Jatkinchit, a treatise on Theism, and on the leading subjects of religion. It brings 
home forcibly to the Bengalis the paramount obligations of prayer, of earnestness in life and of good works. The whole 
tone of the book is eminently healthy and sound. It is a short treatise, in ten chapters, relative to the existence and 
attributes of the Deity, the immortality of the soul, the existence of a future state, the laws of God's government and the 
modes by which the Deity is to be worshipped, sought and found. While the duty of prayer, the reward to good, the 
punishment of evil, and the necessity of faith in God are advocated, illustrations and morals are aptly drawn or pointed 
from incidents familiar to Indian residents, such as death from a snake bite, destructive storms in the Ganges, and 
raging fires in the bazar. 


Next comes The Culture and State of the Hindu female in Ancient India in the Bengali language. The Maharani 
[13] Sornomoyee, of Cossimbazar after reading the book, wrote a letter to Peary Chand, which she concluded thus: 
“Each time | perused it | was delighted and amused in the highest degree. To say the least the work is worthy of the 
hand it came from,, and will add to the many ornaments of the Bengali literature. I need hardly remark that to my sex 
for whose particular benefit it has been written, — the work is an acquisition”. Last, though not the least in importance, 
was Bamatoshini, a tale of Hindu domestic life leaving all religious ideas. 


His spiritual novels, the Avedi” and Adhmatika were very popular in those days. These are written in clear and 
forcible Bengali, ranging from the lowest conversational style to a diction not unworthy of the topics which the works 
discuss. He also published a short life of David Hare in Bengali intended for the fair sex and those who are ignorant of 
the English language. All these bear marks of the author's powers of observation and generalization, and have been 
deservedly popular amongst his countrymen. 


We have already observed that he was a warm advocate of female education. In conjunction with the late Mr. 
J.E.D, Bethune he was chiefly instrumental in the establishment of the Bethune School for ladies (7 May 1849). 
Among the first batch of pupils we find his eldest daughter. Female education, we may here add, was known long in his 
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family. In the preface of one of his books Adhmatika, Peary Chand wrote : “While a pupil of the pathshala at home, { 
found my grandmother, mother, and aunts reading Bengal: books. They could write in Bengali and keep accounts. 
There were no female schools then. Nor were there suitable books for the females. My wife was very fond of reading, 
and I could scarcely supply her with instructive books. I was thus forced to think how female education could be 
promoted in a substantial way”. The Hon'ble Mr. Buckland in his Bengal Under the Lieutenant Governors, says that 


when Miss Mary Carpenter visited Calcutta in the sixties, Peary Chand had a prominent place on her committee for the 
improvement of female education”. 


The Hon'ble Mr. Bethure died on 12 August 1851. Peary Chand moved among his friends that a separate [14] 
subscription should be raised for a personal memorial of the deceased apart from the “Bethune Endowment Fund”. A 
meeting of the native friends and admirers of the hon'ble gentleman was held on 22 August and a committee was 


appointed, of which Peary Chand was the Secretary. A marble bust of the deceased was placed in the hall of the College 
as aresult of his efforts. 


In order to perpetuate the name of the deceased, and to commemorate his great services and boundless 
liberality in promoting the cause of Native Female Education, and Native improvement generally, it was also resolved 
at a public general meeting, to establish a society, to be named “The Bethune Society” for the consideration and 
discussion of questions connected with literature and science. The first meeting was held on 11 December 1851 in the 
theatre of the Medical College. Dr. Mouat, Secretary of the Medical College was elected president and Peary Chand, 
honorary secretary. Under the secretaryship of Peary Chand, the Society rapidly increased in numbers and usefulness. 
Lectures were delivered at the regular monthly meetings on a great variety of interesting and important subjects, and 
very often the delivery of the lectures was followed by very animated extemporaneous discussions. 


His independence, his thorough knowledge of the country and its people, his vast reading and research , his 
devotion to letters as manifested in his unceasing literary labours , his public spirit, and last though not the least 
important, his engaging address, soon brought him into the prominent notice of Government . The then Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal, Sir William Grey, wrote an autograph letter, asking him to join the Bengal Legislative Council, 
which he did as a member on the 18 January 1868 and remained there for two years”. During the time he was in the 
Council, he was as busy as ever. In order to be able to take an active part in the discussions, he very carefully studied 
every subject that came before it, and as a conclusive proof that he did not consider his seat in the provincial 
Legislature as sinecure, we find him framing, introducing, and carrying through the Council two Bills for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, better known as Acts I and III of 1869. [15] Since the foundation of the Calcutta 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (4 October 1861), Peary Chand was one of its active members. The 
services he rendered there were invaluable. He laboured hard for the prevention of cruelty towards the brute creation, 
as no one can be a true Psychologist without having compassion for and feeling himself bound to protect the inferior 
creation, which, as he knew, have souls just as we have, though not so developed. As a member of the Executive 
Committee he spared no pains to keep the Society afloat and buoyant. After the death of Mr. Colesworthy Grant he 
was elected honorary secretary in his place. So great was his zeal and energy in keeping the funds of the Society ina 
flourishing condition, that he used to call on native chiefs and noblemen personally, explaining to them the humane 
objects of the Society, which thus became widely known to the native community. After his death his eldest son, 
Amrita Lall, carrried on the work of the Society until he resigned a few months before his death in 1895, 


After the death of Mr. Grant a committee was formed, with Mr. J. Sewell White, then a Judge of the High 
Court, as president and Peary Chand as secretary, to commemorate the services of the deceased by erecting a fountain 
with cattle trough”. This is placed on the east side of Dalhousie Square. Peary Chand also wrote an excellent biography 


of his friend Mr. Grant. 


When Miss Carpenter was in Calcutta, she expressed a desire to meet the leading members of both native and 
European Society, with a view to the discussion of the advantages to be derived from a Social Science Association in 
this country, like the National Association for the Promotion of Social Science in Great Britain. A meeting was held on 
the 17th December 1866, at which Sir John Lawrence, the Viceroy, the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal, Miss M. 
Carpenter, and a large number of European and native gentlemen were present. A Sub-Committee, composed of Mr. 
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Justice Seton Karr, Rev. J. Long, and Peary Chand Mittra was formed to draft a scheme for the constitution and 
organisation of the proposed Society. Another meeting followed on 22 January 1867 with Sir Cecil Beadon, 
Lieutenant Governor of [16] Bengal as Chairman, and the Bengal Social Science Association was formed. The object 
of the Association was to promote the development of social progress in the Presidency of Bengal by uniting 
Europeans and natives of all classes in the collection, arrangement, and classification of facts bearing on the social, 
intellectual, and moral condition of the people. The Hon'ble Mr. Seton Karr was the president, and H. Beverley and 
Peary Chand Mittra, honorary secretaries. The Association had the good fortune to be always regarded with favour and 
approval by the Government authorities for the time being. Lord Lawrence and Lord Mayo took a very great deal of 
interest in it. Sir George Campbell and Sir Richard Temple each occupied for a time the office of president. Many of the 
papers that were read there, attracted the notice of Government, and some of them resulted in legislative or executive 
measures. Peary Chand took an incessant interest in its welfare and at his instance many leading European and native 
gentlemen joined the Association. The published “transactions” of the Society will testify to his zeal and ability. Peary 
Chand resigned in 1875, a few months later Miss Carpenter died. After these two events the Association dragged on 
somewhat of a torpid and inglorious existence. 


In 1863 Peary Chand was nominated a Fellow of the Calcutta University”. Seeing the system of education 
pursued by the University touched the head and not the heart, he tried to introduce theological works into the 
curriculum of the University but his efforts were not successful. 


Peary Chand's services as a Municipal Commissioner”, under the Act of 1863, were not insignificant. He used 
daily to hear complaints from the rate-payers, and made it a point to forward them to the Chairman. Along with Dr. 
Rajendralal Mitra and the Hon'ble Kristo Dass Paul, he always fought for the rate-payers, with whose interests he 
thoroughly identified himself. In fact, in those days, they were considered the leading Commissioners who never 
made any question a party question but discussed each on the broad basis of general principles and worked shoulder to 
shoulder. 


Peary Chand was the first to expose the oppressions of the indigo planters in his Alaler Ghorer Dulal. Six years 
after [17] it the famous Nildarpan of Rai Dinabundoo Mitter was published (860). He also gave evidence fearlessly 
before the Commission. Mr. Long, in the “Indigo Commission”, special}y alluded to it, styling him the “Dickens of 
Bengal”. 


Peary Chand was marricd to the youngest daughter of the late Babu Pran Krishna Biswas, of Kharda, who is 
well known as the author of several works on the tantras, and as the collector of 70,000 Salgrams. This young lady was 
educated by her father and was very fond of reading. Peary Chand was a loving husband and treated his wife with the 
greatest tenderness. It was under her influence that Alaler Ghorer Dulal was written. After the death of his wife in 
1860, he betook himself to the study of Psychology, Spiritualism and animal magnetism, for which he had formerly 
shown some predilection. Both intellectually and spiritually he was far above the ordinary run of men. As an 
enthusiastic spiritual enquirer he carried on an extensive correspondence with his fellow spiritualists in Europe and 
America. The favourable opinion entertained by them of his sterling merit, sound views, and deep insight into several 
abstruse questions, as evidenced by his writings on different subjects, is a conclusive proof that his labours in this 
direction have not been in vain. In fact, he gave to spiritualism an impulse in Bengal. He was an honorary member of 
the British National Association and the Central Association of Spriritualists in London, and received several 
diplomas and certificates testifying to the value of his labours in that field. He was a fellow of the Theosophical 
Society, ever since its foundation in New York and he was greatly instrumental in the foundation of its Bengal branch, 
of which he was the first president. In 1877 he published the Spiritual Stray Leaves with the following Chapters : (1) 
Psychology of the Aryas, (2) Psychology of the Buddhists, (3) God in the Soul, (4) Spirit Land, (5) Spiritual State, (6) 
Soul Revelation, (7) The Soul, (8) Occultism and Spiritualism, (9) A spiritual tale, (10) Progress of the Soul, (11) Soul 
Revelation in India, (12) Culture of Hindu Females in Ancient Times, (13) The Human and the Spiritual. All the pieces 
contain beautiful thoughts and aspirations after a better life. No one can question the excellence of feeling that 
pervades them. The book became most popular among [18] Hindus and Spiritualists throughout the world. He also 
published two other books: Stray Thoughts on Spiritualism and On the Soul, its Nature and Development. Besides 
these, he used to contribute occasionally to the Banner of Light and other Spiritual papers of America and England. 
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Indeed, he was a man of religion, and whether absorbed in the mysteries of theosophy or in the wonders of 
Spiritualism he retained the quiet but simple faith of his fathers, and through nature, he read the marvellous wisdom of 
Nature's God. During the latter part of his life, he directed his attention almost solely to the spirit world, to questions 
(very different from the Vernacular Press Act and the Ilbert Bill) of the most vital interest $0 man affecting his future 
destiny. Whatever effects Spiritualism may have produced on his mind, it has certainly ‘widened and enlarged his 
religious views. He was an ardent spiritualist, and although we do not care to enquire in this place as to whether he was 
right or wrong, scientific or speculative in his conclusions, we must say that , his later-day occupations indicate a state 
of mind which, say what we may, elevate man above the level of average, worldly-wise humanity, which is satisfied 
with “increasing and multiplying” with the so called patriotism which sighs over paucity or rewards for public spirit in 
this country, and with fighting and shedding bad blood over pseudo patriotism and other mundane affairs. 


In religion he was a theist, and retained the primitive faith of the Aryas. He was not a registered Brahmo, but he 
fraternised with Maharshi Debendra Nath Tagore and Keshab Chunder Sen. When his brother Kissory Chand 
established the Hindu Theo-Philanthropist Society in 1843, Peary Chand used to give addresses there along with Rev. 
Drs. Duff and Banerjee, Babus Ram Gopal Ghose and the Secretary, Kissory Chand”. Before breakfast he used daily 
to pray for nearly two hours with his family. He was very abstemious in his diet, and latterly he lived chiefly upon milk 
and fruits. aa 


His writings were directed to noble objects, and were marked by a deep religious tinge throughout. No 
domestic affliction or pecuniary loss could ever disturb the equanimity of his mind, and he bore his misfortunes with 
pious resignation that [19] was really exemplary. In fact the steady industry with which he worked with his pen, the 
almost youthful fervour with which he hailed every new source of information, the careful attention with which he 
carried on his researches, often excited feelings of wonder in us—members of a younger generation. There was not a 
branch of public, national, intellectual life which did not interest Peary Chand and engage his services. 


Praiseworthy as his public and intellectual life has been, his private life raises him more in the estimation of his 
countrymen. He was a loving husband, an affectionate father, a kind and sympathising friend, and a master indulgent 
even toa fault to his servants. His behaviour to others was marked by kindness, cordiality and affability. Everyone who 
came in contact with him, went away impressed by his goodness and bonhomie. In morality, in unselfish benevolence, 
in goodness of soul, he was an exemplary man. The purity of his character, his thorough unselfishness, and his 
unpretending benevolence entitled him to universal respect. He always acted as the peace-maker between any two 
contending parties. He had not unfrequently been called upon to arbitrate” in cases of no ordinary complication, 
requiring much time and attention for their settlement. Of his private charity we know of several instances. During the 
great famine" of 1866-7, he created an Anna Chhatra in front of his residence, where about 200 beggars were daily fed. 
He watched the distribution of rice personally, so that no beggar might go away unfed. In his Zemindary he excavated a 
huge tank to mitigate the water scarcity of his ryots. He identified himself with no particular party or clique, but freely 
mixed with all. His views were never circumscribed or sectarian, but were always liberal and catholic. Rai Kristo Dass 
Pal Bahadur in noticing the death of Peary Chand writes thus in the Hindu Patriot : “In him the country loses a literary 
veteran, a devoted worker, a distinguished author, a clever wit, an earnest patriot and an enthusiastic spiritual enquirer. 
In manners he was a gentleman, in spirit a cosmopolitan. Although he numbered nearly three score and ten, his life was 
acontinued life of literary activity and public usefulness. His death leaves a chasm which cannot be easily filled up”. 


[20] Suffering from dropsy for nearly two years he was successively placed under homoeopathic, kabiraji, and 
allopathic treatment, but the disease had taken such a deep and strong hold on him that he ultimately succumbed to it, 
and passed away very quietly on the 23 November 1883 at 10-45 P.M. (leaving three sons — Amritalal, Choonylal, and 
Nogendralal and a daughter), we earnestly hope, to that better world to which he had so long and so earnestly looked 
forward, as promising him a continuance of the useful and blameless life he had led on this earth. 


The news of his death was received by his numerous friends and admirers, here and abroad, with much sorrow. 
Letters of condolence and sympathy were received privately and also appeared in the local papers which eulogised in 
column after column his career. We cull one written by Rev. C.H.A. Dall, which appeared in the Statesman of 
1 December 1883— “Good men are scarce and Peary Chand Mittra was a good man. For seventy years he has been in 
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and among us. Everybody who knew Calcutta, knew him. Everywhere his coming was welcome as morning dew and 
his presence sweet as the evening breeze. We shall grasp his hand and see his smile no more, this side of Heaven. His 
life long aim was to be good, to do good. I can still hear him now say : 'Be a good man, only be a good man, and you 
need no other religion’. If ever there was a gentleman, he was a gentleman; gentle and firm. Yes, he had a rare vigour 
and courage for one of Hindu antecedents, born in Bengal and never in England. He was never idle. He was always at 
work in some good cause, say rather in all good enterprises and reforms which he could help by his counsel, his pen, or 
his presence. Time was (in 1855 and 1856) when he attended the preaching at No. 4 Tank Square and was a welcome 
teacher of his own and other boys in my Sunday School. After a certain discourse he ceased to come. I went and asked 
why he left us, and he said it was because, in that sermon, I had declared Jesus to be (in miniature) the perfect image of 
His Father; one the die or stamp and the other the print. Could 1 be so blind as to find the Infinite in the definite— yes, I 
said all of the Infinite, in its elements, that we need to know. [21] Peary Chand could not stand that. To him it was 
idolatry. He would have none of it. Why could I not see Jesus as Parker did? Because I must think my own thought, and 
not another's. More than twenty-five years have passed since that day. During all these years, and to the end, Peary 
Chand and I have been fast friends. His independence of mind has greatly helped me and I owe him much. I am 
reminded of it by what Sir Barnes Peacock said (in the High Court) of Shumboo Nath Pundit when he died. I also recall 
it, when more recently another Chief Justice says of Dwarka Nath Mitter : 'He was fearless, independent, and always 
ready to support the cause of the poor, and often without fees ! How can | let him leave us for a higher sphere— witha 
God-be-with-thee and thou with him”. 


The various societies and associations with which he was connected passed resolutions in memory of the 
deceased. The Hon'ble H.J. Reynolds, Vice-Chancellor of the University, paid a fitting tribute to the memory of the 
deceased remarking that “something more than a passing notice is due to the memory of Peary Chand Mittra”. The 
Calcutta Public Library voted for an oil painting which is still now an omament of the Metcalfe Hall. 


At the Annual Meeting of the British Indian Association, held on 7 May 1884, Raja Rajendralala Mitra, the 
President remarked thus: “The only things about which I have to mourn on the present occasion is the loss of two very 
valuable members. The first was the foremost— one of the most accomplished members, one of the two or three that 
we had lately living of our foundation members. We have lost in him a most valuable co-adjutor, who had done good 
service to the Association for a very long time. I allude to the late Babu Peary Chand Mittra. He and his brother, the late 
Kissory Chand Mittra, were most arduous in every undertaking which came before the Association, and all our early 
representations, papers, reports and proceedings bear the stamp of their intellectual powers. To me the loss is severe, 
because both these individuals I looked upon as old and intimate personal friends, and many of you, at least some of 
you, I am sure, who have had the pleasure of walking with Babu {22] Peary Chand Mittra will bear me out that you 
cannot have a more hearty, good-natured and ardent gentleman who was foremost in every good undertaking. It would 
be long before we shall be able to replace so valuable a co-adjutor. I am glad to state that a few months ago this 
Association took the lead in holding a meeting to adopt means to perpetuate the memory of Peary Chand Mittra. A 
subscription has been opened, and a fair sum has been subscribed , and I hope before long to have the pleasure of secing 
the benign countenance of my old friend put up in marble in some of our public institutions”, 


A meeting under the auspices of the British Indian Association was held on Monday, the 28" January 1884, for 
the purpose of considering the propriety of perpetuating the memory of the deceased in a suitable manner. It was 
attended by the representatives of al] classes of the community and presided over by Maharajah Sir Norendra Krishna. 
The most interesting feature of the meeting was the cheerful testimony borne by leading European gentlemen to the 
worth and character of the deceased. Mr. Murray (of Messrs. Kettlewell, Bullen and Company), President of the 
Bengal Chamber of Commerce said : “All he could say was that India, at the present time, was mourning the loss of two 
gentlemen, viz. Keshub Chandra Sen and Peary Chand Mittra. The one — Keshub Chandra Sen — addressed himself 
to the higher and more educated classes of the community; the other — worked for the masses. Peary Chand, in 
Bengali literature, was the Charles Dickens of Bengal. The speaker knew him in private business and he could say, 
without fear of contradiction, that he had never known a more fair dealing, honest man. It was for his honesty and 
devotion to the people of India that he would be remembered”. Mr. Robert Turnbull, the popular Secretary to the 
Corporation, in a feeling address remarked that besides his extensive and varied learning, the unblemished purity of 
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site haracter in every relation of life, his thorough independence of spirit, the two qualities which markedly 
distinguished him and made him a pattern to his countrymen, were the firm self-reliance, and the indomitable energy, 
which never, under any circumstances, [23] deserted him in life. Dr. D.B. Smith said that he had known the deceased 
for about twenty years and could concur with those gentlemen who had spoken in bearing testimony to the “beauty of 
his character”. The Rev. Mr. Dall remarked: “Next June would make thirty years from the happy day when he first 
shook the hand of Peary Chand Mittra, and from that moment he found that he had a brother man by his side”. The 
other speakers in the meeting were Mr. Maneckjee Rustomjee, Babus Dwijendra Nath Tagore, Joy Kissen Mookerjee, 
Shib Chunder Deb, Norendra Nath Sen, Nawab Abdul Latif, Hajee Noor Mahomed Jacariah, etc. 


The part which the European community, through some of their leading men, took in doing honour to the 
deceased was most gratifying one. After the hurricane of the IIbert Bill agitation, one could little expect that European 
gentlemen would come forward to bear personal testimony to the talents, virtues, and services of Indian gentlemen. 


A committee was formed with Maharajah Sir Narendra Krishna as president and subscriptions were invited. 
Maharshi Debendra Nath Tagore paid a subscription of Rs. 1,000. A marble bust was placed in the Town Hall. Besides 
this the Committee paid to the Calcutta University Rs. 600 fora silver medal and also a water trough to the Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. The bust was unveiled by Sir Rivers Thompson, Lieutenant Governor of Bengal. 
His Honour concluded his speech thus:--- “I can recall, too, that in all our intercourse we found him temperate in 
counsel, moderate in language, genial in his manners, and keep up kindly courtesy amid all difficulties and acrimonies 
of the day. I think you are right, therefore, in perpetuating his memory in this Town Hall. The Valhalla was said, in 
Scandinavian mythology, to be the place of immortality for the souls of departed heroes who had fallen in battle. Peary 
Chand owed nothing of his success to the profession of arms or the success of an administrator, but he offered us an 
instance of a private individual who took the utmost advantage of his opportunities to establish a name in all directions 
to which I have alluded, and thus secured for himself throughout this large community of Calcutta and its 
neighbourhood the high esteem and regard [24] of his fellow men. You are right, therefore, in giving him a niche 
among the many celebrities whose names will be connected with Indian history, and whose portraits, statues, and busts 
are contained in this Town Hall of Caicutta”. 


The Lieutenant Governor was right in remarking that “Peary Chand owed nothing of his success to the 
profession of arms”. He was born to fight, not with carnal weapons, but as one sent of God :— 

--- “To fight all wrongs 

However high the wronger be” 


If men of Peary Chand Mittra's type were more numerous among us, we should feel little anxiety for the future 
destinies of our country. 


NOTES (by P.T. Nair) 


1. The Mittra family of Nimtalla Ghat Street hailed from Panisaola, a village in Haripal, Pergunnah Chowmaho, 
District Hooghly, West Bengal. The late Mr. Saroda Charan Mitter also hailed from Panisaola. Ram Narain 
Mittra's father Gangadhur, a Kayastha, settled at Nimtalla Ghat Street, after purchasing a plot of land in 1794 
and erecting a house on it. He also consecrated two Sivalingas in front of the house and erected a pair of Siva 
Mandirs. Gangadhar Mittra had business connection with Ram Dulal Dey, the great millionaire of Calcutta. 
Gangadhar was a son-in-law of Madan Mohan Datta, of the Hathkola Datta family. Ram Narain was the eldest 
son of Gangadhar and Nimai Charan and Nanda Lal were his younger sons. Ram Narain was a friend of Raja 
Ram Mohan Roy. He published the Sangit Tarangini with the help of Radha Mohan Sen, Ram Narain had five 
sons— Madhu Sudan, Syam Chand, Navin Chand, Peary Chand and Kissori Chand, of whom only Peary 
Chand was alive when Loke Nath Ghose wrote his Modern History of the Indian Chiefs &c. (Part II, Calcutta, 
1881, pp. 247-254 for the Mittra family of Nimtalla Ghat). 
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Sukhendra Lal Mittra, grandson of Peary Chand, has borrowed this and other anecdotes from Loke Nath 
Ghose's Modern History ...... Deva Prasad Sarvadhikary (“APage from the Past”—-Peary Chand Mittra— 
Catcutta Review for July-Sept. 1931, vol. 40, pp. 226-241) was provided with the details of Peary Chand's life 
by Sukhendra Lal Mittra, who also wrote several articles on his grandfather under the initials “SM” and 
“ESEM” (in the National Magazine). The posthumous papers of Peary Chand were collected and published 
by him. We have borrowed material for these notes from Deva Prasad Sarvadhikary's article and other sources. 


The Presidency College, Calcutta, Centenary Volume (1955, p. 308) has not given his date of admission. 


Sir John Peter Grant (1774-1848), who closed the Bombay Supreme Court in April 1829 for the interference of 
the local Government in the execution of the decrees of the court and who resigned his appointment. He 
practised at the Calcutta Bar and again was appointed Puisne Judge of the Calcutta Supreme Court 
(Buckland's Dictionary) 


Raja Degumber Mitra (1817-1879). 


Dr. Tytler = Dr. John Tytler (1790-1837). Dr. John Tytler and not Robert Tytler, was the Lecturer in English and 
Mathematics at the Hindoo College. (See PTN's Proceedings of the Asiatic Society, vol. IIT, Book II, pp. 2012- 
2013). 


Russick Krishna Mallick (1810-8-1-1858)— Stalwart of Young Bengal. 

Radhanath Sikdar (Oct. 1813-17 May 1870) who actually found out the height of Mount Everest. 
Sib Chandra Deb (20 July 18 .. 12 Nov. 1890), Deputy Collector in 1838. 

Kissory Chand Mittra (1822-1873), younger brother of Peary Chand & political leader. 

Nephew of Peary Chand and Librarian of Calcutta Public Library after the resignation of his uncle. 


Sir Edward Ryan (28 August 1793-22 August 1875). Details in PTN's Proceedings of the Asiatic Society, vol. 
Ill, Book I, p. 1995, Chief Justice, Calcutta Supreme Court, 1833-1843. 


Cameron = Charles Hay Cameron (1795-1880), Member of the Law Commission with T.B. Macaulay. 
President of the Council of Education 1848. 


Dr. Strong = Dr. Francis Pemble Strong (October 1784—10 May 1858). Surgeon to the Suburbs of Calcutta 
(Details in the Proc. Asiatic Society, Vol. UI, Book II, pp. 2003-4). 


Peary Chand succeeded W. H. Stacey on 18 Feb. 1838. Mr. G. Hough was the Librarian for the first three 
months in 1836. 


Commercial pursuits = Kala Chand Sett, Tara Chand Chuckerbutty and Peary Chand Mittra strated a firm in 
March 1839, Calcutta Kala Chand Sett & Co. for import and export business. Tara Chand retired from the 
partnership in August 1844 and Kala Chand Sett died in 1849 and his executors closed the account in March 
1850. Since that time Peary Chand carried on the business in his own name on his own account. In 1855 he 
took his two sons as partners and the firm was designated Peary Chand Mittra & Sons. 


Colvin=J.E. Colvin 
Dampier = W. Dampier 


The Society for the Acquisition of General Knowledge was the second important body of all the seminaries in 
and around Calcutta, founded on the 12" March, 1838. About 300 young men were assembled to form the 
association. The following office-bearers were chosen on this occasion : President : Tara Chand Chakravorty; 


19, 
20. 


21. 
22. 


23. 


24. 


25. 


26. 


27. 


28. 


29. 


PEARY CHAND MITTRA 


Vice-Presidents : Kalachand Sett and Ram Gopal Ghosh; Secretaries : Ramtonoo Lahiri and Peary Chand 
Mittra; Committee Members—Krishna Mohun Banerjee, Rasik Lal Sen, Madhub Chandra Mullick, Peary 
Mohun Basu, Tarini Charan Banerjee and Rajkrishna Dey; Treasurer— Raj Kristo Mitra. The Transactions of 


the Society were published in three volumes. (Selections from Jnanannesan compiled by Suresh Chandra 
Moitra, Calcutta, 1979, p. 101). 


Jnanannesan ot Gnanannesan. See Suresh Chandra Moitra’s Selections from. 


Dakshina Nandan Mookerjee was the first Editor of Jnanannesan (S.C. Moitra, op. cit., p. 3. The Calcutta 
Courier of November 26, 1840, wrote the following obituary notice of }~Jnanannesan. “The Gyananneshun, 
Native Newspaper we regret to hear, has becn given up for want of public support. It existed about ten years 
and was for sometime ably conducted by a number of college students. In its palmy days it was a legitimate 
organ of the educated Hindoos, but since the retirement of Baboo Rusick Krishna Mullick and Duckina 
Nundan Mookherjee, who originally established the paper, merely with the view of keeping alive a spirit of 
liberal enquiry amongst the young Hindoos and combating the preyudices of the orthodox party, it exhibited 
many symptoms of dotage and decay, till in the course of the present week it died a natural death”). 


Bengal Spectator was started in 1842 


Masik Patrika (1854-58). 


The Calcutta Mechaniques Institute was established on 27 February 1839. Peary Chand (elected on 7” March 
1843) and Tara Chand Chakraborty were included among the executives of the Institute. 


Roma Nath Tagore (Maharaja Rama Nath Tagore, C.S.I , younger brother of Dwarka Nath Tagore—26 Oct. 
1801— 10 June 1877) was nominated to the Governor General's Legislative Council, 1874. His heavy statue 
in a sitting posture is still in the Town Hall (Muscum) of Calcutta as it could not be transported to Victoria 
Memorial. 


Peary Chand was elected Vice-President of the Agni-Horticultural Society several times and in 1871 was 
elected an Honorary Member— being the first Indian to hold this post. His 'Bengal Rice’ appeared in part IV of 
vol. V of the Society's Journal. He was responsible for bringing out the Indian Agricultural Miscellany (in five 
smal} volumes). 


The Agricultural Exhibition was inaugurated at Belvedere on the 18” January 1864 by Sir John Lawrence, 
Viceory & Governor General. (Details in Buckland's Bengal Under the Lieutenant Governors, vol.1, pp. 293- 
296) 


Peary Chand was a Member of the Vernacular Literature Society (established 1851) and worked as its 
Honorary Secretary temporarily in March 1856. This Society was amalgamated with the Calcutta School 
Book Society. Peary Chand was elected Member of the Committee of CSBS in March 1856 and held that post 


till his death. 


The Bengal British India Society was established on 29" April 1843 at a meeting held at 3) Fouzedari 
Balakhana (which stood at Chitpur Road, opposite Lall Bazar Police Headquarters). The office-bearers 
elected at this meeting were:— George Thompson, Esq., President, Baboo Ramgopal Ghose Treasurer, 
Baboo Peary Chand Mittra, Secretary : Committee :— M/s G.T.F. Speede, G.F. Remfry and M. Crow and 
other Indian gentlemen. Details about the formation of the Bengal British India Society have been reprinted by 
Gautam Chattopadhyay in his Bengal : Early 1 9 Century (Selected Documents) (Calcutta, 1978, pp. 183- 
234) from the Bengal Spector, March to August 1843. 


Except (1) the Great Eastern Hotel, others (2. Port Canning Land Reclamation and Dock Co. Ltd. , (3) Calcutta 
Screwing Co. Ltd., (4) South Salt Co. Ltd. and (5) Howrah Docking Co. Ltd. are now defunct. The name of 
Lebong & Minchu Tea Co. Ltd. is inadvertently omitted by the author. 
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Full report (printed by J. F. Bellamy, 1853, 57 pages) of this meeting is available at the National Library. 


Peary Chand Mittra was nominated a Member of the Native Committee of the District Charitable Society in 
1847 which post he held till his death, In alluding to his death the Report of the Society for 1883 mentions thus 
: “Highly intelligent and educated, public-spirited, and as he (Peary Chand) was, his loss is mourned by the 
public at large; but it is irreparable to the Native Committee of the District Charitable Society and is therefore 
more deeply mourned by them. They will always miss his wise counsels at meetings, marked as they were with 
justice tempered by mercy, and his labours out of meetings rendered ungrudgingly and with alacrity in the 
interest of the paupers”. 


Peary Chand was appointed Visitor to the House of Correction and the Jail in May 1864. Under Act XIII of 
1865, Special Jurors were appointed and we find his name in the list. He was appointed Honorary Magistrate 
of Calcutta at about this time. In 1872 the list of Honorary Magistrates was revised and we find him included. 


Bengali Literary contributions :- “He had already made a name by publishing, for the benefit of Bengali ladies, 
the Ramranjika, which gives examples drawn from the lives of eminent English women as well as 
biographical sketches of distinguished Hindu women, derived from history and tradition. Another work, the 
Abhedi, is a spiritual novel in which the hero and the heroine seek after the knowledge of the soul and obtain 
‘spiritual light by the education of pain'. The Adhyattika, another Bengali work, deals with the conversation of 
different classes of the people; he pointed out in a humorous way the evils of drinking. His life of David Hare in 
English and Bengali was much praised at the time, but his Alaler Gharer Dulal or 'the spoiled child’, surpassed 
his other works in literary power and sense of humour. A good judge called it 'the best novel in the language’. A 
Calcutta Reviewer said that he wrote the work ‘in a spirit at which the Sanskritists stood against and shook 
their heads. Going to the opposite extreme in point of style, he vigorously excluded from his works, except on 
very rare occasions, every word and phrase that had a learned appearance’. The result is that the book is now 
rarely read, except by the curious. It has been translated into English and also dramatised. His life was one of 
continued literary activity and public usefulness”. (Buckland, op.cit., pp. 1074-75) 


A meeting was held at the Brahma Samaj Hall in December 1866 when Miss Mary Carpenter, for the first time 
in Calcutta propounded her scheme. Peary Chand Mittra presided over the meeting. He wrote several booklets 
in aid of the intellectual culture of Bengali ladies. A petition was presented to the Government for the abolition 
of polygamy at the beginning of 1855. Peary Chand took a leading part in the movement. The first widow 
marriage, after the passing of Act XV of 1856 (The Hindu Widow Marriage Act) took place in December 1856. 
Peary Chand was present on the occasion. 


Member, Bengal legislative Council, January 1868 to January 1870. (Buckland, op. cit., Il, p.1091) has put 
him in 1867. , 


There is a Memorial to Colesworthy Grant just in front of the Writers' Buildings. The water trough and 
fountain are no more in their place. 


Peary Chand was nominated Fellow of the University of Calcutta in April 1864. Hon'ble H. J. Reynolds, Vice- 
Chancellor, at his Convocation address held in March, 1884 spoke : “Among those whom death has removed 
during the past year from the roll of our Senate, something more than a passing notice is due to the memory of 
Babu Peary Chand Mittra. He was among the most senior of our Fellows, and in him Bengal has lost one of its 
most distinguished authors. To him belongs the credit of having struck out a new line in the vernacular 
literature, by his composition of what, I believe, is recognised as the first Bengali Novel, and he was also a 
regular contributor to the Calcutta Review. But his literary achievements are not his highest title to the 
affection and esteem with which his name will be cherished. It is to his exertions, as a member of the 
Legislative Council, that Bengal owes the Act for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, and he was one of the 
most energetic members of the Society which has been instituted for the purpose of enforcing the provisions of 
that excellent and merciful law”. 


38. 


39. 


40. 
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Civic Administration : Peary Chand took part in the meeting of Rate Payers held on 15” April 1843. He acted 
as a scrutiniser of the election of Municipal Commissioners held in December 1847. He was appointed a 
Justice of Peace in 1863 and 1871 and was a Municipal Commissioner from 1863 to 1876. His nephew 
Radharaman Mittra was elected Commissioner from Ward V and worked under his direction after 1876. 


Peary Chand and his younger brother Kissory Chand were reformers. “But while the elder brother inculcated 
enlightened precepts by gentle means, the younger shocked the feelings of the majority of the people by doing 
violence to their time-honoured customs. While the one reads and tespects our Sastras and takes pleasure in 
making allusions to them in this writings and his conversation, the other did not think it worth his while to go 
through them, simply from a feeling of supreme contempt ... The one is a thorough spiritualist, the other was to 
all intents and purposes a sturdy materialist, probably an honest Epicurean”. (Quoted by Buckland, op. cit., Il, 
pp. 1076-77). Kissory Chand died on 6" August, 1873, without leaving any male child. 


Peary Chand was the Executor of the wills of Russick Krishna Mullick and Radhanath Sikdar and carried out 
the business to the entire satisfaction of the Court and the legatees. 


Orissa famine of 1866-67 (Buckland, op. cit., 1, pp. 329-392 for details). Peary Chand Mittra, a towering figure 
of renascent Bengal, “was a link of union between European and Native society which will be regretted now as 
a missing link by both these communities. No one was more fitted for the highest position open to Native 
ambition and indifferent to mere self-interest, he adhered to the interest of his country and laboured 
indefatigably for those interests” (Rev. Krishna Mohun Banerjea's obituary tribute). He was connected with 1. 
the Asiatic Society (elected Member, May 1866), 2. Bethune Society (estd. December 1851, Honorary 
Secretary), 3. Bidyotsahini Sabha (estd. January 1855, Member), 4. Calcutta Lyceum (estd. April 1844. 
Member), 5. Society for Promotion of Industrial Arts (estd. 1854, Member), 6. Association of Friends for the 
Promotion of Social Improvement (estd. Dec. 1854 : Committee Member). 7. Indian Association (estd. July 
1876 : Member_), 8. College Re-Union (estd. January 1875 opened it as a senior Hindu College Student), 9. 
Brahmo Bandhu Sabha (estd. 1863, Member), 10. Brahmo Pratinidhi Sabha (estd. Oct. 1864, Member), 11. 
Cholera Hospital Committee (estd. April 1858), 12. The Calcutta College (estd. April 1862, Member) and 
other institutions in various capacities as indicated 1n brackets, apart from the institutions which find mention 
in the text. 


Peary Chand Mittra was not only a man of letters, politics, social reform and education, but also a spiritualist of 
international reputation. He was (1) Honorary Corresponding Member of the British National Association of 
Spiritualists (London, estd. 1873), (2) Honorary Member of the Central Association of Spiritualists (London, 
estd. 1882), (3) Vice-President of the United Association of Spiritualists (Calcutta, estd. 1880 J.G. Mougens, 
President; Narendra Nath Sen, Secretary), (4) Corresponding Fellow of the Theosophical Society (estd. June 
1877, New York) and (5) President of Bengal Theosophical Society (estd. 18" April 1882 by Col. Olcott). It 
was he who presided over the first lecture delivered by Colonel H.S. Olcott at the Town Hall in April 1882, 
before the formation of the Bengal Theosophical Society. His contributions on Spiritualism regularly 
appeared in the Spiritualist (London), Banner of Light (Boston), Theosophist (Bombay), Hindu Spiritual 
Magazine (Posthumous papers) and other journals. His contributions to the (1) Hindu Spiritual Magazine 
included : 1. Yoga and Spiritualism, November 1909, 2. A Seance with Mr. W. Eglington, Sept. 1913, 3. 
Spiritualism in Calcutta, May, June & Dec. 1914, (II) Spiritualist : 1. Psychology of the Buddhists, 31 Aug. 
1877, 2. God in the Soul, 7” Sept. 1877, 3. The Spirit Land, 16" November 1877, 4. The Spiritual State, 23" 
Nov. 1877, 5. Soul Revelation, 23” Nov. 1878, 6. The Soul, 30° May, 1878, etc., (III) Banner of Light : 1. 
Progression of the soul, 23” Jan. 1878, 2. Abhedi, Aug. 1878, 3. Soul Revelation in India, 5° Jan. 1878, 4. 
Socrates & Jesus Christ, 19" April 1879, etc. and (IV) Theosophist : Inner God, Oct. 1879, Hindu Bengal, Aug. 


1881, etc. 
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Apart from his contributions to the Jndian Field, Hindoo Patriot, Bengal Hurkaru, Englishman, Bengalee and 
other contemporary prints, his posthumous papers were published in the National Magazine by his grandson, 
Sukhendralal Mitra, of which the following are some : |. Education in Bengal, December 1907and January 
1908, Early Account of the District Charitable Society, March 1908; Life of Rustomjee Cowasjee, April & 
May 1908; 4. Early Recollections, June & August 1908; 5. Notes on Soul, Oct. and Dec. 1908 & Jan., Feb. 
April, 1909; 6. Moral Culture, July 1909 and 7. Yoga and Spiritualism, Dec. 1909. 


Peary Chand Mitra’s English works include (1) Biographical Sketch of David Hare (1877), (2) Spiritual Stray 
Leaves (1879), (3) Life of Dewan Ram Comul Sen (1880), (4) Stray Thoughts on Spiritualism (1880), (5) Life 
of Colesworthy Grant (1881), (6) On the Soul (1881), and (7) Agriculture in Bengal. 
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1. H.L. Harrison to W.C. Macpherson dt. 24 Feb. 
1886, p. 396; to Secretary; General Dept. dt 16 Oct., 
1886 and 14 Jan., 1887, pp. 396-397; to Under- 
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Bethune, J.E.D., 69, 95, 96, 107, 201, 203 


Beveridge, Henry, 93, 157, 196, 197; on the decline of 
CPL, 157-158 
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Mutiny days, 104 
Newspapers in 1835: names of, 6 
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Second application of 1880, pp 155-156, 378-379; 
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letter, 18; gifted by Earl Mayo in 1871, p. 18; (2) 
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